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This is the second volume in a five-volume series of books that have been written to provide a complete account 
of football’s pre-VFL history in Victoria. This volume covers the period 1877 to 1885, and describes the expansion 
of the game during its golden period when Melbourne was one of the most affluent cities in the world. In 1877 
the Victorian Football Association was formed and soon expanded the competition to include clubs from the 
newly prosperous suburbs. Volume three will examine 1886-90, volume four 1891-96, and volume five will 
contain full club and player records, inter-colonial statistics, and descriptions of the greatest players in the pre-
VFL era. 
This period in football history has been referred to as the “missing years”, which is a very apt description. 
Although there is some knowledge about great teams like Geelong, South Melbourne, Carlton and Essendon, 
and players such as Tom Wills, H.C.A. Harrison, Jack Worrall, Peter Burns and Albert Thurgood, there have been 
scant, if any systematic studies of this period. In order to make the “missing” known this volume seeks to provide 
accurate information about games played and career trajectories earned. In the game’s early evolution clubs like 
Carlton Imperial, East Melbourne and Barwon came and went, but played notable roles in the development of 
other clubs. There has also been some misinformed claims made about the formation of the Victorian Football 
Association in 1877, which originally consisted of only five senior Melbourne clubs (not including Essendon). 
There were twenty players a side (when that number could be found), and if a senior team like Melbourne met 
a minor club like Studley Park then the latter was allowed to have 23 or 25 players on the field. Behinds were 
also recorded in those days, but were not added to the overall score, so in the 1880s Team A’s 4.28 v. Team B’s 
4.3 would be considered a draw. 
The style of the early football and its rapid change also remains much of a mystery. In the 1870s certain 
rule changes made the game faster and more open. The games’ style at this time was also revolutionised by 
the Geelong Football Club. Geelong’s scientific approach to strategy and tactics focused on speed and accurate 
passing to players running into open spaces. This marked a radical departure from a game previously reliant on 
big packs and nimble players who could run with the ball. There was no ‘handball’ as such, rather there was 
the ‘Little Mark’, which was a short kick to players from between 2 to 4.5 metres. From the late 1870s, it seems 
that the high mark, when players leapt with outstretched arms to catch the ball in their fingertips, became more 
common. Although references to players leaping to catch the ball had been recorded sporadically since the 1860s 
Introduction
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– Jack Bennie’s marking performance for Melbourne on August 4, 1877, being an example – by 1884 players such 
as Geelong’s Jack Kerley, Essendon’s Charles Pearson and Hotham’s Harry Todd were using the skill regularly. 
Football games moved into cricket grounds with pavilions, scoreboards, entrance fees and fenced fields of 
play. This era saw the blossoming of the Victorian game in other colonies. Although football clubs in other parts 
of Australia drew on Victorian rules from the 1860s, South Australia’s total acceptance of them in 1877 allowed 
for the first inter-colonial contests. By the early 1880s the game was being played in New South Wales, Tasmania, 
Queensland and even New Zealand. Such was the success of inter-colonial tours, and the game beyond Victoria 
generally, that delegates from the colonies met in Melbourne during Melbourne Cup week in 1883. At the first 
inter-colonial football conference the delegates unified their varying versions of the code. They also gave it a 
new name, the “Australasian Game of Football”. 
This was a game of strong local loyalties and occasional violence, and crowd disturbances were not 
uncommon. It was a time when people released homing pigeons from the MCG and other grounds to report 
progress scores to friends and relatives. I have included many anecdotes throughout these volumes to give the 
reader a sense of the spirit of the times, of what it was like to attend a football match in those days, how the 
players behaved, and what kind of social values were upheld. Ultimately, this book attempts to put a little-known 
period into some kind of order; it seeks to make sense of it, not only through the accumulation of new data 
about matches, but also in its inclusion of chronicles and detailed reports about famous players and games as 
well as the historical context from which these emerged.
Explanations
Misunderstandings about this time spurred me to provide a comprehensive and accurate account of football in 
the nineteenth century. The nineteenth century was a heavy print culture, so newspapers and journals were 
numerous. Football was always a popular sport so most daily, weekly and sports newspapers gave it plenty 
of coverage. Some of this coverage was repetitious, because for example The Argus owned the weekly the 
Australasian, The Leader was The Age’s weekly, and The Herald owned The Sportsman. In some years football 
reports were also syndicated to local newspapers, so some are duplicated or are edited versions of reports from 
other newspapers. Occasionally, local papers had their own journalists who attended games and these reports 
are often very detailed. 
It was difficult to gather accurate statistics because reports of matches during this period often present 
contradictory information about goal kickers and scores. One of the problems associated with final scores relates 
to behinds. Not all journalists took these seriously and it was not unusual to have news items that reported 
three, or even four different behinds’ tallies. Further inconsistencies arose when club secretaries exaggerated 
behind tallies to present a better view of a team’s performance, especially if their club lost. In most cases I have 
attributed a behinds total according to a preponderance of reports. If four reports said five behinds, and two 
eight behinds, then I selected the former account. Exceptions were made when a reporter’s story was clearly an 
informed eyewitness account. 
Similar problems were encountered when reports of goal kickers varied. To resolve such anomalies I checked 
goal-kicking figures provided in end of season reviews, especially The Footballer (1875-1881), the Australasian, 
and The Sportsman. I also used information from clubs’ Annual General Meetings when these provided end 
of season goal kicking figures. When this information was not available I used the most consistent report of 
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goal kickers in the newspapers, or trusted my own calculations. Brothers presented particular difficulties (i.e. 
the Todd brothers at Hotham in the 1880s), but I found as a general rule that the better performing or more 
experienced brother was not generally preceded by a Christian initial (as it was assumed the reader knew who 
was being referred to), whereas his younger brother, or the unexceptional player (an unrelated player with the 
same surname) would be reported with a Christian initial. 
Best players were also determined by a “preponderance” method. The Australasian and The Sportsman 
provided the most detailed accounts of football matches and were consulted first. I would develop a list of 
five or six players from these reports, and would note best on ground performances. When consulting other 
newspapers I would check their list of best players against the list I had already made. If the report named one 
or two players as the best in the game and these did not appear in the Australasian or The Sportsman I would 
remove players four, five or six and replace with those mentioned in the other reports. If an alternative report 
made mention of an exceptional game from a player, but I had another player listed as best on ground, I placed 
the new player in position two amongst the best players. Sometimes newspapers claimed two different best on 
ground players, and in this case, I would go with the general accolade, or when these could not be supported I 
would give players equal billing as best on the ground.
I did not find any official reference to a “Champion of the Colony” because this award did not exist. Historian 
Cec Mullen invented this list, but it expressed his personal opinion about the best players over the years. 
Unfortunately, this has been interpreted by others as fact, and has now become so ingrained that some historians 
and journalists refuse to believe otherwise. What I have done instead is to adopt a “Champion(s) of the Colony” 
scenario and have noted when news reports made claims about the season’s best player. I hope my book helps 
put an end to this misunderstanding about champion players. I should add that my list of the best players of 
the 19th Century is a subjective account, although it is informed by considerable research in the area. Sources for 
this list were derived from 19th century press reports that conveyed admiration for certain players, as well as the 
recollections of those who played at the time (often reported in the 20th century). 
The ‘ladders’ I include in volume two were developed from my research of weekly matches and by consulting 
end of season tables provided by newspapers such as the Australasian, (which began listing team rankings in 
the 1870s), The Sportsman, The Argus, and the journal The Footballer. Even the advent of the Victorian Football 
Association in 1877 did not lead to the publication of official ladders for some time, and it was only in 1887 that 
VFA secretary T.S. Marshall produced his first ladder based on four points for a win and a per centage system 
that the VFA officially adopted in the 1888 season. 
A major difficulty arose when trying to make decisions about when to begin counting results exclusively 
between senior clubs in end of season tables. From the late 1870s the Australasian counted club results against 
all comers. These included junior clubs, inter-colonial clubs and regional clubs (including the Ballarat clubs), but 
The Argus and The Sportsman produced tables that excluded senior club results against junior and inter-colonial 
teams. Indeed, The Argus only counted games between senior clubs from 1883 to 1884, and then included results 
between senior clubs and Ballarat teams from 1885-1886. The Sportsman sometimes included all results (but 
separated senior matches from other contests), and at other times excluded inter-colonial matches. I decided to 
count results in all matches played by senior clubs until 1884. From 1885 to 1888 I have included only results 
between senior and Ballarat clubs, and from 1889 only senior results, as the VFA deemed these to be official 
contests for the premiership. The VFA recognised Ballarat teams in the VFA premiership in 1887 and 1888 (under 
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certain conditions). I added 1885 and 1886 because all three Ballarat clubs were members of the VFA at this time 
and most reports credited metropolitan senior goal kickers in matches against Ballarat clubs in end of season 
tallies. This is also the general guide for my allocation of goal kicking figures. From 1885 only goals kicked in 
senior and Ballarat matches are accepted, and from 1889 only goals secured in senior contests are recorded. 
At times, I provide an additional figure (in brackets) to acknowledge goal-kicking figures that exist in earlier 
histories of the period and these generally refer to goals in all matches, including practice matches at times. 
In relation to games played I recorded all players named in squads and match reports from 1858 to 1885. 
I have found games’ totals for some players (especially the better known champions) during the period 1877 
to 1888, but these figures are not consistent so I decided it best not to include partial records of this nature 
(although a few games for Ballarat players have been noted). The one exception to this is Geelong in 1886 and 
1888 where games played for that club will be noted in brackets after the players’ names in volume three. The 
accurate reporting of this club’s matches by the Geelong Advertiser, Geelong Times and Geelong Evening News, 
and the work of historian Col Hutchinson has enabled an almost complete record in these seasons. In 1889, The 
Herald began to record starting – as opposed to selected – 20s and this has allowed me to include players who 
actually played against other senior clubs during the period 1889-1896 (and will appear in volumes three and 
four). Not all starting 20s were reported, so actual match reports were consulted to discover who had played on 
a particular day. Not all of the match reports named the entire 20 players, and I acknowledge this in my accounts 
when this occurred. As a further measure I also double checked starting 20s against players who were actually 
named in match reports. Finally, players would sometimes adopt pseudonyms (especially club secretaries and 
old players who played to make up the numbers on occasion). After considerable research I was able to locate 
many of those players’ names. Games tallies for the century’s great players (which will appear in volume five) 
followed the process described for goal kickers. Games against all teams were counted up to 1884, games against 
senior and Ballarat clubs from 1885-88, and games against senior teams from 1889-96. 
I consulted as many sources as possible to provide the most accurate account of the game at this time, 
but despite my best efforts, I know there are errors in this book. I would very much welcome corrections 
or additions to the information I have already acquired and can be contacted at Queensland University of 
Technology: m.pennings@qut.edu.au
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By 1877 the game was growing at a phenomenal rate and the many more matches that were being played 
produced more disputes. In such cases, there was no organization that could act as a court of appeal, although 
the Australasian’s football journalists had acted in this capacity at times in the past. No incident highlighted this 
shortcoming more than that which occurred in the crucial premiership-deciding game between Melbourne and 
Carlton at the end of the 1876 season. The umpire’s indecision and ignorance of the rules led directly to Fred 
Baker’s match winning goal, a vital goal that also secured the premiership for Melbourne. This had been a very 
unsatisfactory way to determine a contest of such importance and prestige. At Carlton’s Annual General Meeting 
on May 6, 1877 the club expressed its disappointment that Melbourne had won under such circumstances, and 
believed that if the rules had been properly applied the game would have been drawn. The Blues would thus 
have been declared premiers.
During the late 1870s, the Victorian code of football was being organised in other colonies. The formation 
of the South Australian Football Association and its decision to play by Victorian rules on April 30, 1877, was 
the catalyst for Victorian clubs forming a similar body on May 7. Initially conceived as an association to facilitate 
inter-colonial contests, club delegates to the Victorian Football Association (VFA) could also alter the laws of 
the game and arbitrate disputes. Membership of the VFA was ‘confined exclusively to Metropolitan Senior Clubs 
and to Provincial Clubs who do not accept a handicap’ (The Footballer, 1877, p. 18). The foundation members 
were Melbourne, Carlton, Hotham, Albert Park, St Kilda, Geelong, Barwon, Ballarat, Beechworth, Castlemaine, 
Inglewood and Rochester. The first president was W.J. Clarke and the vice-presidents were H.C.A. Harrison and 
R. Robertson, while the first secretary was H.H. Budd. Two delegates represented each senior club. Clubs still 
organised their own fixtures, but the VFA had responsibility for
[T]he promotion and extension of Football throughout the colony; to have the entire control over all 
intercolonial contests; to act as a court of appeal in all cases of dispute; to undertake, when required, 
the revision of the playing rules; and watch over generally and protect the best interests of the game.1 
The VFA tried to organise inter-colonial contests with New South Wales and South Australia. The South Australians 
adopted many Victorian rules, but were offended when the VFA did not move quickly enough to secure a ground 
for a match, and subsequently withdrew its co-operation. Rugby was dominant north of the Murray River, but the 
VFA was actively pursuing the expansion of the Victorian game there. It supported Carlton’s trip to Sydney where 
the Blues played two games against the local club Waratah; one with rugby rules the other by Victorian rules. 
Waratah tried unsuccessfully to make Victorian Rules the dominant code in Sydney. Adelaide clubs also invited 
Melbourne and St Kilda to the South Australian capital, and these clubs toured that city in August. 
1 The Footballer: An Annual Record of Football in Victoria and the Australian Colonies (Melbourne, 1877), 17.
1877
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The VFA also tidied up the rules. Its main aim was to eradicate the roughness that had crept into the game. To 
this end slinging was a new prohibition in 1877, while rabbiting had been outlawed since 1874. Slinging occurred 
when a player was caught by or around the neck and thrown to the ground. Rabbiting happened when a player 
running with the ball suddenly propped, and dropped, as his opponent was about to tackle him. Consequently, 
the tackler flew over the top of the man in possession and would often hit the ground rather heavily. A variation 
involved approaching an opponent by stooping down low and placing one’s body below the other’s hips, and 
with the application of force the opponent would tumble over. Occasionally the perpetrator would get down 
on his hands and knees like a rabbit to achieve the desired effect. “Rushing” was still very popular with players. 
In this case fast and skilful players would either run with the ball, or tap the ball closely in front of their body, 
like dribbling in soccer, except with hand and foot, usually with other players in support. The law that the ball 
had to be bounced every 10 yards was reaffirmed. The ball could never be thrown, but now it could also not 
be ‘handed’ to another player, and in order to police the ‘little mark’, the ball had to travel a minimum of six 
yards for a legal mark. The umpire could award free kicks in case of an infringement of the rules, call ‘play on’, 
or throw up the ball in contested and congested situations. These changes reduced scrimmages and encouraged 
the development of more attacking and faster play. With forwards now getting more opportunities to goal, and 
the increasingly popular use of the surer place kick, more goals were scored. Indeed, the late 1870s ushered 
in the transformation of a game based on defence to one predicated on attack. The VFA also determined that a 
full-sized no.2 rugby ball was to be used in football matches. Additional rules asserted that nails, spikes or gutta 
percha were not permitted on boots (a rule that was derived from the Football Association code that was drafted 
in London in 1863), and if a club disbanded, its players could register with other teams.
East Melbourne disbanded after two years in senior ranks. The club re-emerged as the junior Clarendon 
in 1878, and was playing senior football again under its old name by 1880. On April 12, the men from North 
Melbourne relinquished their merger with Albert Park and re-emerged as the Hotham club. Albert Park was 
in dire straits after losing its best players to the North Melbourne district, and was desperate for some quality 
footballers. It first sought an amalgamation with South Melbourne, and when that did not succeed it made full 
use of Carlton Imperial’s dissolution in May to restore its personnel (although Imperial’s best two or three players 
went to Carlton). Those gained included Jimmy Lewis, Thomas Nash (grandfather of South Melbourne’s Laurie), 
John Rickards and Frank Waldron. These recruits were supplemented with others from local junior clubs South 
Melbourne and South Park. St Kilda returned to senior ranks as a single entity. These changes meant that the new 
VFA had only five senior clubs, and though Geelong and Barwon were certainly a match for the metropolitan 
teams, they were considered to be provincial representatives.
East Melbourne’s demise proved a boon for Carlton. The Blues picked up arguably East Melbourne’s best 
three players: ex-captain Robert Donaldson, the clever rover/utility Paddy Gunn and stout defender “Geordie” 
Smith (father of Essendon’s champion, Dave Smith). They also obtained fine players from Carlton Imperial, such 
as great follower Alfred “Topsy” Waldron (later a sterling captain of Norwood FC), goal sneak James Rickards 
and defender Alex Ford. By acquiring the best half dozen players from two disbanded clubs Carlton was going 
to be very hard to stop in its quest to claim the first VFA premiership. The club did however lose two excellent 
forwards to other colonies - Billy Newing went to Sydney and “Doddy” Dedman to Adelaide (during the season).
Melbourne lost valiant servant John “Specs” Bennie, who retired after a great career that began in 1865, as did 
another fine all-rounder, Charles Carr. Veteran Billy Freeman migrated to Sydney, while tough defender George 
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Watson (late in the year), and George Down returned to Geelong. Utar Nicholas added to the exodus when 
he moved to Ballarat and only played in the Reds’ last game of 1877. The loss of such capable players was not 
easily covered, though Melbourne was not lax in recruiting. It picked up Ted Barrass and Fullarton from Carlton 
Imperial, and defender Fred Stephen from Adelaide (originally from Melbourne Grammar) was an excellent 
replacement for Watson. Ted Cook and H.H. Webb were secured from East Melbourne, and Dave Aitken (later 
an Essendon captain) came from Scotch College. These were handy recruits, but were not up to the standard of 
those obtained by Carlton.
In Geelong, the game had never been so popular and there were now about twenty clubs in the district. 
These clubs and the local private schools were excellent recruiting grounds for Geelong FC, but it was Barwon 
that was going from strength to strength. The latter held fundraisers to build a fence around its ground at the 
Communn-na-Feinne. Barwon also attempted to mend fences with Geelong, but the Pivots were not interested, 
although they did leave open the possibility of a rapprochement in 1878. T.W. Wills’ Challenge Cup was to 
become the absolute property of the club winning most matches in 1876 and 1877. Geelong’s refusal to play 
Barwon in 1877 (because of the 1876 fracas) meant that the cup became Barwon’s by default, and so the snub 
was intended to belittle Barwon’s success. Team photographs also began to appear in greater numbers, and in 
June the Geelong Advertiser reported they had now become the rage in football circles.
The season proper got underway on May 19 when Melbourne hosted West Melbourne juniors on the 
Melbourne Ground. Given that the premiers were playing a junior club, a crowd of about 1,500 was a good 
turn out and was restrained by wire fencing. Players could no longer sling opponents, but there were other 
ways of bringing opponents down, including grabbing an opponent by the waist and swinging them off their 
feet. Melbourne had the better of the first half and Fred Baker gave them the lead. Unfortunately, heavy rain 
fell during the intermission and West Melbourne refused to play on. “Toppy” Longden and Fred Baker were 
Melbourne’s better players, as was Dave Rannard (a future Melbourne captain) for the West.
Five days later, on the Queen’s Birthday, Melbourne travelled to Geelong to play the Pivots. 2,000 spectators 
at the Argyle Ground saw Geelong win the toss and move straight into attack. Melbourne returned fire and 
Longden and Fred Baker did well for the visitors, as did Down and Gardiner for the Pivots. Then Baker missed 
a sitter and Geelong rebounded by moving the ball to Towle who marked 60 metres out from goal. He kicked 
goalwards and the pack flew for the ball, and as the ball hit the ground Bob Noble gathered the crumbs and 
put through the local’s first major. Surprised by this breach of its defence the Reds came back through Fred 
Baker who marked at 50 metres, and he did not miss his second opportunity. The teams therefore went to the 
break on even terms. In the second half Geelong struggled to contain the premiers who began to assert their 
authority, and Fred Baker and W. Moffatt kicked magnificent long goals from 50 metres. On his return to his 
home patch “Toppy” Longden was best on the ground for the premiers in the three-one win. In other games, 
George Coulthard was best on ground in Carlton’s goalless draw with Ballarat. Kyneton also gave St Kilda a 
decent workout in a one-all draw. Albert Park had an easier time of it against Castlemaine where it won by five 
goals to one. New man Harry Latchford was best for the Parkites, and John Rickards kicked two goals.
On May 26 Melbourne, St Kilda and Carlton took on junior teams. 2-3,000 attended the Melbourne Ground to 
see the Reds defeat North Fitzroy by one goal (kicked by Longden) to nil. St Kilda’s Little and Pearce kicked goals 
against Hawthorn, but Carlton again struggled to score and had to settle for a nil-all draw with West Melbourne. 
A reporter at this game complained that the motley uniforms worn by many players made it difficult to tell the 
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teams apart, but praised the VFA for attempting to do something about it. In a time of amateur football, buying 
a guernsey was an expensive exercise and if a player changed clubs he could not always afford to buy another 
uniform, especially if his new club was not wealthy. The bigger clubs soon began to meet these needs, which 
made them attractive destinations for players.
Melbourne and Hotham were combatants in the first big clash between senior clubs on June 2. The re-
formed Hotham had expected to merge with Carlton Imperial, but the latter’s best players had absconded to 
Carlton and Albert Park. However, Hotham’s followers Jimmy Robertson, “Fly” Fuhrhop, Joe Traynor and “Tiger” 
Gardiner could match any other contingent. Melbourne won the toss, but as there was no wind advantage, they 
chose to kick to the end where the Hotham players would have to defend with the sun in their eyes. Early on, 
the competition’s best followers Traynor and “Toppy” Longden imposed their presence on the game. The Reds 
did most of the attacking, and at the ten minute mark, after Fred Baker missed a chance, James Bennie passed 
to Charles Baker who goaled from 25 metres. Hotham pushed hard for an equaliser and Traynor, Fuhrhop and 
Bruce did their best, but Melbourne’s followers Longden and Bennie defended well and helped clear the danger 
zone. At one point “Tiger” Gardiner grabbed the ball but ran too far. In fact, he ran 30 metres without bouncing, 
and a free kick was given to the Reds. Melbourne’s Lewis Suhard collected and passed to Harry Downes who 
marked only 20 metres out, but his carefully prepared place kick was a shocker. After this let-off Traynor led a 
fine Hotham resurgence, but goal sneak Robert Sutcliffe’s chance to equalise the game was scorned when his 
kick from 30 metres went too low and was easily marked by the Melbourne goalkeeper.
At the re-start a very determined Hotham played with considerable verve and after persistent attacks the 
Stripes’ William Thomson made no mistake from 20 metres. The Northern men were well in charge and a second 
goal that would give them the lead seemed inevitable. Melbourne however defended stubbornly, and then 
moved into attack, but found that the crowd had reduced the playing space. This occurred because Melbourne’s 
officials had neglected to put wire through the boundary posts, and the public saw this as an invitation to invade 
the field. Late in the game Hotham was forced to defend its goal in a playing space that was little more than 
30 metres wide, and worse, the crowd tapered up towards the middle of the ground, which in effect created a 
funnel that Hotham’s players struggled to pass through. The game couldn’t continue under these conditions and 
a one-all draw was agreed upon. The Stripes deserved to win, but circumstances worked against them. Hotham’s 
premium follower, Joe Traynor, had been brilliant all day and was now considered one of the best in the colony.
St Kilda and Albert Park played an exciting draw in which Minchin scored a fine drop kicked goal for 
the Alberts. After two weeks without a goal Carlton had a field day against Victorian Railways and booted 
a record ten goals. Billy Bracken collected five of these. The Australasian reporter complained that Carlton 
had kicked too many goals, and that this was bad for the game. In Geelong, the home side defeated 
juniors Geelong Imperial. Noble, Christey and Hall secured Geelong’s goals. Hall and Bob Booth were best. 
On June 9, and for the first time in many years, the MCG was made available for a football match. This important 
game in the history of football was between Melbourne and Carlton and attracted upwards of 10,000 people. 
It was significant because it ushered in a new era in which football games were played on cricket grounds. 
The Australasian’s Peter Pindar lauded the move into the cricket ground and advised poor cricket clubs to 
take advantage of football’s crowd drawing capacity. The venue was great for spectators but not so fine for the 
footballers who had to adjust to the lush grass and full cricket oval (rather than the normal rectangular field of 
play):
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From a spectator’s point of view, this match was one of the finest ever witnessed here, as everyone 
especially those in the crowded grand stand, could follow the game throughout its entire course; not 
losing a single move … From a player’s standpoint, however, it was by no means so good or pleasant; 
the playing space — being so wide as to give every man a larger area to cover, and the grassy turf so 
slippery as to render playing a matter of great difficulty and labour.
Australasian, 16/6/77
The journalist from The Age was less sanguine about the experiment, and argued:
The experience of Saturday shows that, from a football point of view, the cricket ground is not a 
desirable place to play an important game … the MCG, especially in the centre, was as sloppy as it 
well could be, and the attempts of the various players to turn or to start after the ball had oft times the 
most ludicrous result … The goals were pitched diagonally across the ground, one being just beyond 
the bowling reserve fence, the other about fifty yards from the end of the stand. Bounds had not 
been marked off, the rink being made the boundary all round, and the play was therefore much too 
straggling, as in the widest part it spread over 150 or 160 yards. 
The Age, 11/6/1877
Billy Bracken opened Carlton’s goal scoring account but Jack Booth replied for Melbourne with a magnificent 
long goal. In the second half George Robertson booted the winner for the Blues to the accompaniment of the 
cheering crowd, which was likened to a ‘rushing mighty wind’. McGill and George Robertson were best for 
Carlton as were “Toppy” Longden and Sillett for Melbourne. Although many people snuck into the ground 
without paying the gate takings for this match were so lucrative that the Melbourne Cricket Club and other 
cricket clubs soon began courting football clubs to share their grounds. Football thus began the transition from 
free public parks to enclosed grounds and admission fees. In other games, Albert Park defeated Essendon (a 
junior club at this time), and Hotham disposed of Hotham United by three goals, of which Sutcliffe collected two. 
St Kilda’s Little scored the only goal in its win over Williamstown. Geelong defeated Ballarat one-nil. Down and 
Wilson were among the best for the Pivots, and Charles Sherard and Dick Foley did well for Ballarat. Barwon 
could only manage a draw against a combined Geelong Juniors team that included eleven men from Chilwell, 
eight from Newtown and six from North Geelong.
Flushed with confidence after beating Melbourne, Carlton easily brushed Albert Park aside on June 16. 
Murphy kicked a goal for Carlton in the first half, and Henry and James Rickards added more in the second half. 
McGill and George Robertson (known for his long reach) were best for Carlton as was defender Chris Thomas for 
the Parkites. Hotham also won three-nil against Hotham Hill, while St Kilda drew with Essendon. In more junior 
action Clifton and Abbotsford played off in the Darling Gardens for the junior premiership of Collingwood, but 
as often happened in such games, it ended early (one-all) because of a dispute. The first half between Melbourne 
and Hawthorn at the Melbourne Ground was very even, but in the second period James MacDonald and Charles 
Baker goaled for the Reds. Once again, the crowd encroached onto the ground and interfered with play.
Barwon was turning into the season’s surprise packet and ventured to the metropolis on June 23 to test its 
worth against the reigning premiers. This was probably the strongest team ever to represent Barwon so it was 
confident of success. The Footballer, 1877, described the team in the following terms: ‘For a strong, unflagging 
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game, full of determination, interspersed here and there with brilliant efforts, adepts at little marking, and 
working admirably together, the Riverites are not easily surpassed’ (p. 65). John Cunningham won the toss for 
Barwon and elected to kick with the advantage of a slight breeze. Melbourne quickly moved the ball forward 
but Fred Baker missed an easy chance from only a dozen metres out. The Reds kept the ball in front of goal for 
another 20 minutes, but Barwon eventually cleared and the visitors deployed the little marking game to break 
up Melbourne’s attacks. This strategy worked well because Melbourne was caught by surprise when James Boyd 
marked 40 metres from goal and drop-kicked Barwon’s first major. Melbourne‘s dander was now up and it forced 
the ball forward with the muscle and strength for which it was renown. The Reds edged the ball to within 20 
metres of the big sticks where Fred Baker grabbed it and had a shot for goal. Unfortunately, his kick went up so 
high that the goal umpire couldn’t work out which side of the goal posts it had passed over. Barwon thus held 
the lead at half time.
Barwon led off with the first charge after the interval, but Melbourne was soon dominating. Cook swore he 
equalised for the Reds but the Barwon goal umpire said “No goal”. Shortly afterwards the same umpire quietly 
retired from his position. As time began to slip away Melbourne attacked with a greater sense of urgency, and 
the crowd intrusion on the field eventually assisted the locals for
[T]he ball was sent into the crowd, who had encroached fully 30 yards on one side. Players on both 
sides charged the crowd, and the ball was eventually handed by a spectator to Longden, who handed 
it to Bennie. It was then kicked through. The spectators stood fully 10 yards in front of the goal posts, 
and prevented the goalkeeper from stopping the ball. 
Geelong Advertiser, 25/6/1877
Needless to say Bennie’s running goal brought the house down (probably in celebration of their team’s goal as 
much as the crowd’s role in obtaining it), and as darkness was descending time was called. Melbourne’s late goal 
helped it salvage some pride, but Barwon’s splendid little marking game had exposed Melbourne’s deficiencies. 
The visitors also showed that they deserved to be taken seriously. The Australasian described Barwon’s style of 
play in this match as ‘very pretty, like that of Hotham, but more finished’. Longden and Bennie were best for the 
home side as were Boyd and Millikin for the Riverites.
Meanwhile, Carlton was in Sydney playing in the first ever inter-colonial football match. The touring party 
was as follows: L. Bracken, W. Bracken, G. Coulthard, G. Drake, A. Ford, J. Gardiner (c), W. Goer, J. Henry, 
T. Kelly, J. Lewis, A. McMichael, W. Monie, B. Murphy, H. Nudd, L. O’Brien, G. Robertson, J. Robertson, Jas. 
Rickards, G. Smith, Spencer, E. Prevot, J. Turnbull, A. Waldron and E. Walters. Carlton agreed to play two games 
against local club Waratah. The first was played by rugby rules, the second by Victorian rules. As was anticipated, 
Waratah was superior in Rugby on June 23 and won by two goals and three tries to nil. This was played at the 
Albert Cricket Ground and 3,000 people were there to see it. Butler and Beal were best for the home side and 
Coulthard and Monie adapted best to the rugby rules on the Carlton side. Two days later the Blues had things 
more their own way and romped in for an easy six-goal victory. The Waratah players weren’t complete novices 
as its team included Billy Newing and Billy Freeman, the ex-Carlton and Melbourne champs. After seeing both 
games the Australasian reporter had no doubt that the Victorian game was superior.
On June 30 Carlton struggled to muster a team to play Williamstown. A number of the touring party were 
still in New South Wales so the club enlisted the assistance of old players Adam Kennedy, John MacGibbon and 
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John Blanshard. These men did their fair share in a two-nil victory. Albert Park had no trouble defeating visitors 
Hotham Hill, and Hotham put half a dozen goals past Keilor. In junior ranks Clifton claimed a walk over win 
when it arrived to play Carlton seconds and found that the home side had provided neither ball nor goal posts. 
The biggest game was between St Kilda and Melbourne. A modest crowd of 700 people saw the Saints start well 
(despite the fact that it was still getting used to the new rules) and Owen Pierce kicked a goal in the first half. The 
only problem was that the Saints had 22 players on the field at the time. In the second half Melbourne played 
up to form and kicked four majors, including a hat trick to Charles Baker. Follower “Toppy” Longden (who was 
having a great year) and captain Bob Sillett were best for Melbourne. Tom Riddell and Charles Budd did well for 
St Kilda. On the following Monday (July 2), on the Separation Day holiday, Melbourne recorded a convincing 
victory over visitors Ballarat. James Bennie and Booth were the better players for the Reds and Sherard and Kirby 
did well for Ballarat. Melbourne maintained its provincial nexus on the following Saturday when it became the 
first Metropolitan team to travel to Inglewood. James and John McDonald goaled in a two-nil victory. 
A healthy crowd of 4-5,000 was at the Madeleine St. Reserve to watch the big match between Carlton and 
Hotham on July 7. Matters started well for Hotham when “Fly” Fuhrhop won the toss and decided to kick with 
the advantage of a strong northerly wind. Hotham was aggressive early, but Carlton’s magnificent defence, led by 
captain Jack Gardiner, had all the answers. Fuhrhop threw just about every available player into Hotham’s forward 
rushes but to no avail. Slattery and Traynor were prominent for Hotham at this stage, but both had unsuccessful 
shots for goal. After soaking up the pressure, McMichael and McGill cleared the ball up the ground to Joe Henry 
who was virtually unopposed because the Northern players were all caught upfield. He easily kicked Carlton’s 
first goal. The Stripes went forward again, but for the second time were caught out on the counter-attack when 
John Turnbull collected Carlton’s next goal. Hotham hit back with Billy McLean, Paddy Lacey and Joe Traynor in 
the van and had numerous shots for goal, but the tricky wind did not help them. Besides, Gardiner, Monie, Goer 
and Coulthard stood up to whatever was being thrown at them. Robert Sutcliffe however had a chance to secure 
North’s first major, but it was touched in transit, and then Traynor fluffed a relatively easy opportunity from 30 
metres. Carlton led by two goals at the break. 
As the second half began it was obvious that Hotham had its work cut out to prevent a proper thrashing. 
The northerners attacked early, but Sutcliffe missed another chance to goal. Goer and McMichael instigated some 
rushes out of defence, but Hotham kept working with a will. Carlton held its own however and Hotham began 
to tire. It wasn’t long before it was caught out with another swift counter-attack, which landed Carlton’s third 
goal through Turnbull. “Tiger” Gardiner, Lacey and Fuhrhop were instrumental in hitting back for Hotham, but 
Carlton launched a withering response that brought quick goals to Gunn and “Lock” Bracken. In a last ditch 
effort Hotham rushed forward where Traynor took a mark only 20 metres out. However, his miserable day in 
front of goals was replete when he missed even this simple task. Carlton’s five-nil win was its biggest win in 
a senior match and it looked forward to meeting Melbourne the following week. Billy Goer was best on the 
ground and was well supported by Gunn and Monie. Traynor and Fuhrhop did most work for Hotham.
There were two matches in Geelong. The biggest was between the mighty Barwon and visitors Albert Park. 
In an even contest, John Rickards put the Parkites ahead in the first half and Munro equalised for Barwon in 
the second period. Arthur Ricketts and John Cunningham did well for Barwon as did “Topsy” Waldron and 
Chris Thomas for Albert Park. In the other game, Geelong drew with juniors Geelong Imperial on the latter’s 
home ground behind the Elephant and Castle Hotel. Eden gave Imperial the lead and Valentine Pearson placed 
Geelong on even terms.
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After thrashing Hotham, Carlton followed up with a slashing four-goal victory over Melbourne on July 14. 
This was a record win over its archrivals and the Blues now seemed certain to secure their fifth premiership in 
seven years. 6,000 spectators turned up at the Madeleine St. Reserve and watched Carlton’s little marking system 
tear Melbourne apart. The visitors also suffered badly for want of teamwork. Little Paddy Gunn was best man 
on the ground and Murphy and Alf McMichael also played well. For Melbourne Jim McKie and George Houston 
were best. It was generally acknowledged that Carlton was in a purple patch of form and many commentators 
agreed that the Blues had never played better. Hotham lost in a shocker to Keilor. The game was played in 
Royal Park, but Hotham had a weak side because some of its best players preferred to watch the Carlton and 
Melbourne game. Albert Park convincingly beat juniors Hotham United, while Geelong hosted St Kilda. The 
Saints had only 17 men and took on substitutes supplied by the Pivots. Down and Ben Hall did well for Geelong 
in the two-nil victory. During the match one of Hall’s kicks was claimed to have travelled 70 metres. In junior 
ranks West Melbourne defeated Essendon at the latters Flemington ground and thus established itself as the best 
junior club.
On July 21 Melbourne, still reeling from its four-goal mauling the previous week, came up against Hotham 
on the Madeleine St. ground and was promptly slammed by another five goals. The Reds had the advantage of 
the breeze in the first half, but kicked appallingly. Indeed, by half time Melbourne had kicked 12 behinds to 
Hotham’s 1.4. In the second half, Hotham went to town and registered another four goals. These goals were 
described in The Age as follows: ‘Dillon, splendid forty yards place kick; R. Sutcliffe, running kick per favour 
of goalkeeper; Thomson, running kick out of a scrimmage; and Lacey, running kick’ (The Age, 23/7/77). “Fly” 
Fuhrhop led from the front for the Hothamites, while “Toppy” Longden worked hard for Melbourne. It was the 
first time Melbourne had conceded five goals in a game, and this defeat effectively demolished any hope the 
Reds had of retaining the premiership. It was also a result that revealed the first signs of a steady decline for the 
foundation club. Meanwhile, Carlton was flying high and put seven goals past the Saints. The Blues had now 
kicked sixteen goals in three weeks and by mid-July had premiership material stamped all over them. George 
Coulthard scored a hat trick and follower Alf McMichael (who was playing the best football of his career) did 
best for Carlton.
A veritable gale was blowing on July 28, but the Madeleine St. ground was in perfect nick for the Carlton v. 
Geelong match, and 4,000 supporters were there to enjoy the spectacle. Carlton looked unbeatable but Geelong 
had shown steady improvement during the season and was light and fast. The Pivots were fortunate in winning 
the toss, but despite facing the wind, Coulthard quickly put Carlton into attack and James Rickards missed an 
early chance to goal. Austin and Crohan then cleared for Geelong along the left side of the field and sent the ball 
to Hall who in turn passed to Pearson. Pearson to Upton, but he rushed his kick and squandered a good chance 
to put Geelong ahead. Upton then repeated the error from 15 to 20 metres (under pressure from Monie) because 
he hurried his kick. Geelong would later rue wasting these golden opportunities. At half time Carlton was well 
satisfied with the nil-all score line. The Blues were too eager at the start of the second half and Bracken (three 
attempts), Donovan and Kelly squandered a number of opportunities. Coulthard finally showed some common 
sense when he marked at kicking distance and then passed to Bracken who was in a better scoring position. 
Bracken converted for the Blues’ first goal. The locals peppered the goals for several more behinds before 
George Robertson landed a magnificent (described by Australasian as a ‘once of a lifetime’ kick) dropkicked 
goal from 50 metres. This ensured another win for Carlton. Despite receiving a hammering in this half Geelong 
maintained a sporting attitude throughout. The Australasian congratulated the Pivots,
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on the fine manly style of play they adopted … for even when getting the worst of it, and though their 
goal was continually endangered, they never wasted a moment in kicking off the ball, nor did they kick 
it to the side, nor out of bounds, nor resort to any of the paltry subterfuges that losing teams sometimes 
consider justifiable. They played a fair straightforward game. 
Australasian, 4/8/1877 
Carlton was unstoppable not least because it had a magnificent defence that had not conceded a goal in six 
matches, and had only conceded one all year. Coulthard, McMichael and Gunn (arguably Carlton’s three best 
players during the year) did well for Carlton and defender “Tommy” Austin, who was quick and tough, was 
absolutely superb for Geelong.
Hotham visited Albert Park for their first meeting of the year. There was some ill feeling between these 
clubs because of the northern players’ defection back to their own district. This meant that matters became a 
little ‘personal’ at times, but Hotham was doing more ‘evening up’ than its southern opponents. The Parkites 
started with the wind, but Hotham was tremendous in defence and fought all the way to prevent the locals from 
breaking through. In the second stanza a number of behinds were scored before McLean and Traynor grabbed 
two quick goals for Hotham. Albert Park made a couple of late rallies, but seemed preoccupied with limiting the 
damage by deliberately kicking the ball out of bounds to waste time. The home crowd assisted their team by 
encroaching on to the field and causing a nuisance with biased barracking. The few policemen at the game were 
very much enjoying the match, and didn’t want to be distracted from this entertainment by having to control the 
spectators. As usual Joe Traynor played a good game for Hotham, while ‘Curly’ Pollock was a grand defender 
for the Parkites.
At Flemington, the game between the Saints and strong juniors Essendon was marred by a strong wind that 
blew across the ground. Essendon was the stronger side in the first half, but in the second half the Saints got 
back on level terms after Frank Strickland kicked a great goal on the run. Fred Hughes and Charles Budd did well 
for the Saints. Melbourne was at a low ebb and only sixteen senior players turned up to meet Williamstown’s 
twenty-five. Despite this disadvantage Charles Baker booted a goal for Melbourne. Goldsmith then missed what 
should have been a second. In the second hour the Townites bounced back and equalised. Melbourne had 
certainly lost the zip that characterised its 1876 performances, but Longden and James Bennie, as usual, worked 
hard for the home side.
On August 4 Carlton met Albert Park, and after its win over the Park earlier in the year, was expected to 
easily take this match. They were however surprised by a resilient southern combination. The Parkites won the 
toss and began with a strong breeze, which helped them dominate around the ground. Pollock, Slatter, Minchin 
and Latchford all did well but the visitors could not goal. In the second half, Coulthard, Monie, Henry and McGill 
gave Carlton control, but the locals’ enthusiasm got in the way of goal scoring before Harry Nudd obtained the 
only goal of the day. Albert Park was dangerous and, if John Rickards had not missed a sitter from 20 metres, the 
match would have ended all square. St Kilda had no trouble beating juniors Hawthorn. Owen Pierce collected 
two goals for the Saints and Payne and Riddell were best. Melbourne defeated Essendon. James Bennie was best 
on the ground and his high marking was particularly brilliant. 
On August 11 Barwon hosted Hotham on the Agricultural Ground because its usual home ground (the 
Communn-na-Feinne) was not considered up to scratch for a senior match. Barwon charged an admittance fee 
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so only about 6-700 people turned up (and about 400 actually paid to get in). If the Communn-na-Feinne was 
inadequate, the Agricultural Ground wasn’t much better. It had a downward slope towards one end, so if a side 
won the toss and kicked to that end it gave them a huge advantage. Barwon won the toss and Hotham had to 
kick up the incline. The Riverites soon had the ball into attack and James Boyd booted Barwon’s first goal from 
40 metres. Hotham dropped players back into defence but couldn’t prevent J. Clarke getting a second goal, and 
at half time the locals had a two-goal buffer. The wind then dropped considerably. Hotham was exhausted after 
playing uphill in the first half, and now was without a breeze to help them get back into the contest. Barwon 
pressed forward at the re-start, but after soaking up the pressure Hotham began to team together and Thomson 
went very close for the visitors. More behinds to Swift and Grainger followed, and the latter missed an absolute 
sitter. Two more attempts were made by Traynor and Sutcliffe before Swift finally bagged the first major. Despite 
the strenuous exertions of both sides, and some rough and tumble play, Barwon held on to triumph. After this 
game The Age announced that Barwon was ‘entitled to be considered one of the very best clubs in the colony’. 
T.P. Power also complimented the Riverites: ‘The team is a strong and vigorous one, with plenty of pace, weight 
and endurance, playing well together; and the little mark is a feature in their game, studied to a nicety’ (The 
Footballer, 1877, p. 115). In the metropolis, Carlton had an easy win over juniors Hawthorn, but St Kilda suffered 
a heavy defeat at the hands of ambitious juniors South Melbourne. 
In the wake of Carlton’s first inter-colonial trek to Sydney, August saw Melbourne and St Kilda travel to 
Adelaide (where both teams were photographed). As a warm-up before their guests arrived the locals organised 
a match on August 6 in Adelaide between South Australian Natives and former Victorians. The former Victorians 
included George and Kirk Kennedy, Sam Wallace, “Doddy” Dedman and Jim Osborne. The ‘home side’ won 
by two goals to one. On August 11, 2-3,000 people attended the Exhibition Ground to see Melbourne defeat 
Victorian by one goal to nil. Two days later the Reds beat a combined Adelaide team five-nil. Charles Baker 
was best for Melbourne and kicked two goals. An interesting compromise was also instituted in this game, 
as ‘Melbourne were allowed the privilege of playing half the time with their own ball, and this was a great 
advantage to them’ (The Age 15/8/1877) The South Australians played with a larger ball, a No. 6, in comparison 
to the Victorians who preferred the smaller No. 2. As Melbourne departed St Kilda arrived, and played its first 
game against Adelaide on August 18. As had been agreed to when Melbourne played, the teams used a large-
sized ball in the first half and a smaller one (used in Victoria) in the second. In front of an excellent crowd of 
3,500 on the Adelaide Oval St Kilda won an entertaining game five-two after Adelaide led at half time. Tommy 
Riddell was best for St Kilda. The Saints did even better two days later by defeating a South Australian Born team 
seven-two. Owen Pierce scored four goals and Payne three for the visitors.
Four to five thousand people attended the Madeleine St. Reserve to see the Blues play Hotham on August 18. 
Both clubs brought strong teams to the fray, but Hotham had to include sterling rover Billy McLean (who had an 
injured leg) because no emergencies were available. McLean started as the goalkeeper. After the opening salvos, 
Carlton moved the ball forward to “Lock” Bracken, but he did not make the distance from 40 metres out. Hotham 
did better when Ryan marked from the same distance and place kicked the Stripes’ first goal. It was the first 
goal Carlton’s defence had conceded in eight Victorian matches. Buoyed by this early success, James Robertson 
and “Tiger” Gardiner drove the visitors on. However, they met a Carlton side that was stubborn in defence and 
resolute in attack and was well used to pressure football. The Blues were very, very good, and despite kicking 
with the breeze Hotham were soon forced into a desperate defence. Twice McLean had to fend off shots for 
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goal by Donovan and Murphy. Bracken also went close for the Blues. Somehow, Traynor and Gardiner held the 
Hothamites together against Carlton’s determined efforts and the visitors got to half time with their lead intact. 
The intermission only provided a brief respite for Hotham for Bracken scored Carlton’s first goal almost 
immediately after the re-start. The Blues stayed on top, and after constant attacks, Bracken came upon a second 
chance for goal. His kick swerved off at the last minute but fell into the hands of ex-Albert Park player “Hercules” 
Kelly. He put the Blues into the lead. As the game warmed up Hotham’s McLean went on the ball. He was 
busy but not as effective as usual. Hotham was not one for taking a backward step and fought hard to get back 
on level terms. Carlton’s superb defence however was more than equal to the task. The Argus praised Jack 
Gardiner’s captaincy for putting the benefits of the team ahead of individual preferences:
The Carlton team were posted with great judgment, and to the prudence of the captain in keeping 
some of his sturdiest men in the background — to their manifest dissatisfaction — the successfulness 
of his defence must be attributed. 
The Argus, 20/8/1877
The Blues were cool and skilful, but the Northerners were agile and did a fair job of shutting down Carlton’s 
little marking game. However, in the final analysis, the visitors were overmatched and Carlton drove home its 
superiority just before the end of the match when George Coulthard rushed up the field. He moved the ball to 
Henry who passed it on to “Lock” Bracken, who place-kicked Carlton’s third goal. The nippy Paddy Gunn played 
a fine game for Carlton and was well supported by Bracken and McMichael. Hotham’s three fine followers: 
Gardiner, Traynor and Fuhrhop served their team best.
Melbourne, having just returned from the successful tour to Adelaide, had no difficulty finding its feet against 
top juniors West Melbourne. The Red’s main problem during the season was a lack of concerted play, but this 
trip helped them re-discover the value of teamwork, and once they got going West Melbourne had no answer. 
The Argus described the clash of styles between the teams. Melbourne’s play
[W]as one long succession of smart dodges and quick kicks, varied now and then by little marks, while 
that of West Melbourne consisted of long brilliant rushes coupled now and then with a good kick. 
The Argus, 20/8/1877
West Melbourne jumped Melbourne, but only scored a behind from its first rush. Melbourne’s followers Jack 
Booth and H. Webb then began to control the play. The Reds moved forward and James McDonald took full 
advantage of his chance to goal from 50 metres. The Westerners held their own after this and went to half time 
still in with a chance. Melbourne’s class however soon told out and Fred Baker and McDonald were especially 
prominent. After 10 minutes McDonald scored a second goal for Melbourne. West Melbourne refused to give 
in and counter attacked, but Melbourne’s defenders forced them to the flanks, which restricted goal scoring 
opportunities. In addition, the Reds defence launched some deadly counter-attacks of their own and in one of 
these Lamrock and Barrass got the ball to McDonald, who passed to Anthony, who kicked number three for the 
Reds. Captain Bob Sillett and Houston were best for the winners.
Melbourne hosted Carlton for their third meeting on August 25 in front of around 7,000 spectators. The 
grandstand was full, and Melbourne now had a proper picket fence around the field of play. Carlton was having 
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a wonderful season, and was allowing no one to get in its way, but Melbourne had been a different side since 
returning from Adelaide and began to approach something like its 1876 form. Melbourne immediately attacked 
but George McGill’s long clearing kick went to Billy Goer who kicked Carlton’s first behind. The Blues pressed 
forward again, but Williams covered Melbourne’s back line well and booted upfield where Gunn, Lamrock and 
Downes fought for the ball. The last two got the ball away for Melbourne, but only as far as Joe Henry who 
grabbed another behind for the Blues. Melbourne hit back, but Carlton’s defence, led by Nudd and Waldron, was 
up to the challenge. Carlton moved the ball rapidly up the ground and found Henry who charged past Sherard 
and Goldsmith to kick Carlton’s first goal on 30 minutes. The Blues maintained their ascendency and George 
Robertson grabbed Carlton’s second goal just before half time.
Carlton was well satisfied and looked forward to increasing its lead in the second half. Paddy Gunn was first 
to try, but Sillett and Downes cleared. The ball ended up with Melbourne’s McDonald, but his shot was too far 
out to have any effect. The ball fell into Gardiner’s arms and in a superb rush the Carlton skipper almost covered 
the entire ground before Jim McKie stopped him. Sillett and Longden then pushed up for Melbourne but Monie 
and Goer were in the way. At one point during the game the ball got stuck high up in a tree. Melbourne then 
had a setback when Johnson broke his collarbone, but the locals soldiered on hoping to get back into the game. 
The Reds perseverance paid off when Barrass went on a run into the attacking zone (shepherded by Charles 
Baker and Cook) and found Jack Booth who quickly converted for Melbourne’s first goal. Carlton countered 
but McMichael missed an excellent chance to restore Carlton’s two-goal buffer. Melbourne was now irresistible 
and Fred Baker, Sherard and Cooper instigated a chain of little marks that led to James McDonald who kicked 
a great equalising goal from 50 metres. The game thus ended in a two-all draw. Carlton had been profligate in 
the first half, while Melbourne had showed some rare fight to earn a share of the game. Sillett and Houston, as 
they had been for most of the season, were amongst Melbourne’s best, as were George Robertson and Paddy 
Gunn for the Blues.
After allowing Melbourne to steal a draw, Carlton’s standard’s dipped from the high levels displayed up to 
that time. The Blues followed the draw with Melbourne with another draw against juniors South Melbourne at 
Madeleine Street. Most other matches on September 1 were also draws. This included St Kilda’s three-all draw 
with juniors Hawthorn, and Hotham’s nil-all draw with Albert Park. The latter was another unpleasant contest 
between acrimonious adversaries. The Parkites believed they scored two legitimate goals, but the goal umpire 
disallowed them. They then requested that the goal umpire be changed. When Hotham refused the complainants 
walked off the ground. The central umpire then awarded the game to Hotham (but the result was later deemed 
a draw). Carlton was a lot better when it hosted St Kilda on September 8 and it brushed the visitors aside with 
three goals to spare. Jack Gardiner and Paddy Gunn were the Blues’ best, as were Tommy Riddell and J.K. Terry 
for the Saints. Geelong entertained a Colac/Camperdown combination at the Argyle Ground and completely 
outclassed the visitors with a phenomenal return of eleven goals, of which Harry Upton booted five.
Melbourne was heartened by its strong finish against the Blues and up to 6,000 spectators attended the 
Melbourne Ground to see how they would fare against Hotham, a team that had beaten them so convincingly 
earlier in the season. The day was hot and the ground’s surface was quite hard, and with its well-known gravel 
patch, it offered an unpleasant welcome for anyone who fell on it. Hotham went hunting for an early goal but 
only registered a behind. Jimmy Robertson and “Tiger” Gardiner were doing solid work for them at this stage. 
Melbourne’s following division then started to make matters count and Longden, Bennie and Booth sent the ball 
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forward. George Bruce gained possession in defence for Hotham, but he could not evade Melbourne’s forwards 
and a free kick was paid against him for holding the ball. Charles Baker then kicked Melbourne’s first goal from 
50 metres. Hotham offered a tenacious response but Smith missed a sitter. The home side was soon teaming 
together superbly and Hotham began to panic, except for the exceptional Joe Traynor. Melbourne went into its 
forward zone where James McDonald poked the ball forward and it bounced in front of the goal line. Charles 
Baker grabbed it, ducked and weaved and put through the Reds’ second goal. Half time was then called.
Hotham went straight into attack at the re-commencement, but Moffatt and Bennie held firm. Then Traynor, 
Fuhrhop and Ryan stepped up the pressure in an effort to secure Hotham’s first goal. In scrimmages Hotham 
adopted tactics now seen in rugby when the players were ‘slipping the ball behind their legs to a comrade, who 
in most instances, took it cleverly, and rushed off with it in the direction he wanted to go’ (The Argus, 10/9/1877). 
Scrimmages could be dangerous as most players had a kick at the ball while it was on the ground, and because 
Hotham was ‘fond of fingering the ball in a scrimmage’ Green had his fingers badly injured when attempting to 
get the ball out. Then Melbourne’s poor luck with injury struck again when Anthony went down with a broken 
leg. Hotham tried to take advantage of this situation but could only garner behinds and should have done much 
better. Melbourne avenged its early season loss with a two-nil win.
Melbourne followed this victory by hosting Albert Park on September 15. The first half was an even affair. 
Melbourne had sustained periods of control, but the visitors also had their chances. The next period continued 
in much the same way as play went back and forth. Both defences were tested to the limit, but somehow each 
survived without conceding a goal. Melbourne had its fair share of the attack but could not convert, and just 
when it seemed likely that there would be a draw, Charles Baker punted the ball through for a lucky winner. 
Melbourne had therefore gained a hard fought victory. In other games, Carlton fought off a lively Essendon side 
for a narrow win, Hotham accounted for local juniors Hotham United, and in Geelong the home side gave the 
Victorian Railway a four-goal drubbing.
Carlton played Barwon in one of the biggest matches of the season on September 22. Carlton was the 
metropolitan leader and Barwon was the best provincial side. Some days before the game Carlton secretary 
Thomas Power visited Geelong to make sure the Agricultural Society’s Ground was acceptable for play. The sides 
had agreed to play there so admission could be charged and donated to charity. Barwon also paid £10 to rent the 
ground for the day. However, when Power saw the ground he rejected it because it wasn’t level and demanded 
that an alternative be found. Barwon therefore had to shift the game back to its home base at the Communn-na-
Feinne. This left them out of pocket so it was decided to ask for donations to recover costs. Any money earned 
above this was to be donated to a hospital. Barwon never lacked in confidence, and having made the claim that 
they were the best provincial team in 1876, had progressed through the 1877 season without defeat. This would 
be its ultimate test in front of four thousand spectators, ‘including a large number of the elite of Geelong, drawn 
up in a line in buggies and family barouches’ (The Footballer, 1877, p. 76). Barwon was not the most popular 
club in Victoria and when seven of Carlton’s best twenty did not make the journey it could have been interpreted 
as an insult. Nevertheless, Barwon generously allowed Carlton two substitutes, and these weren’t normal fringe 
players. One of them was the great future captain of Geelong Jimmy Wilson (from Geelong Imperial) and the 
other was regular Geelong defender Jim Gardiner. Carlton was clearly at a disadvantage though and started with 
nineteen men against twenty. The Blues were missing Coulthard, McGill, “Lock” Bracken, Monie and the two 
Robertsons, but there was still plenty of talent on the paddock. Boundary posts were set along the ground and 
Barwon’s tall goalposts were made from scaffolding poles. 
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Barwon’s partisan supporters gave their team great vocal support and the first ten minutes of play was fast 
and open with some brilliant back and forth play, fine kicking and great marking. Barwon was little marking 
to its heart’s content and sent the ball forward where Gliddon kicked hastily to score the first behind. Carlton, 
through a brilliant run by Jimmy Wilson, came within 50 metres of goal, but the Barwon defence held firm. The 
ball went back and forth until the twenty-minute mark when D. Wright kicked Barwon’s first goal:
Tremendous cheering greeted this performance, and the betting among the on-lookers, which had 
been four to one on the Carlton, dropped to even money. 
Geelong Advertiser, 24/9/1877 
Carlton hit back fiercely, but the rougher the better as far as the irrepressible Barwon was concerned. Paddy 
Gunn worked hard for the Blues, but James Boyd added another behind for Barwon. The game was hot and 
willing and innumerable appeals for free kicks were made by both sides. Umpire J.J. Clayton held firm under 
this pressure and did a fine job in trying circumstances. Carlton was trying everything to grab an equaliser, but 
whenever Gardiner, Donovan or Jimmy Wilson ran forward the Barwon defence, led by Millikin, Harding and 
Munro would save the day. Millikin was particularly brilliant as he cleared the defensive lines with some dashing 
runs along the wings. The best chance in this half went to Billy Bracken for the Blues, but he was hit hard by 
Pike when about to kick a goal. At half time, Barwon had been the better side and held a narrow lead. 
In the second half Carlton teamed well together, but its little marking game was not as effective as usual. 
Their followers, weakened by injuries to “Geordie” Smith and Goer, were also being outdone by Barwon’s 
contingent. The game was still a brilliant spectacle and both sides were vigorous at the contest. There were also 
displays of superb dodging that earned much applause from the crowd. Carlton kept working for an equaliser 
but Joe Henry scored two behinds, and a Barwon player touched another shot on the goal line. James Rickards 
then took a mark only 15 metres from goal, but a Barwon defender pounced on him and claimed that Rickards 
had tried to play on. The umpire ruled in Barwon’s favour much to Carlton’s disgust. The ball then fell to Paddy 
Gunn. He ran forward but was smothered by a group of Barwon defenders. This led to a ball up only 12 metres 
from goal, but the local defence cleared this dangerous position, and shortly afterwards time was called with 
Barwon ahead one-nil. The Geelong Advertiser reported that ‘the excited multitude of persons witnessed the 
best football match that has been played in this district for many years’ (24/9/1877). Carlton had lost its first 
senior match for the year, and some pride, as it had become the first metropolitan club to lose to a provincial 
club since 1867. It was also probably the most significant victory in Barwon’s history. After defeating the 1877 
premiers more than one Barwon supporter believed that the wrong champion had been proclaimed. This was 
an ambitious boast, as the metropolitans resisted accepting a provincial team as an equal. It was only in 1878 
when Geelong unequivocally thrashed Melbourne in the play-off for the premiership that this attitude changed. 
One provincial side may have lowered Carlton’s colours, but Albert Park had no such trouble when it 
recorded an easy victory at Maryborough. In the capital, Melbourne gained a splendid six-goal win over St Kilda, 
which was now struggling to get a competitive team on the field. The Bakers kicked three of Melbourne’s goals 
and Lamrock, Longden and McDonald were amongst the better players. Once again, St Kilda had to rely on the 
tireless work of Tommy Riddell and J.K. Terry. Some larrikins in the grandstand spent the afternoon hooting the 
umpire, which was not appreciated by players and the majority of barrackers.
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On September 29 Carlton met Melbourne for the final time in 1877. The Blues were already acknowledged 
as premiers after beating Melbourne twice during the year. The Reds however had improved as the season 
progressed and after their strong finish in the previous meeting with the Blues felt confident of doing well. Before 
this contest the teams had played 43 times. Carlton had won 16 and drawn 17 times. This was an advantage 
Carlton would maintain throughout the nineteenth century as they had the better win-loss ratio in 92 games 
with Melbourne before 1897. Another great crowd, estimated to be 7-10,000 (mostly Carlton supporters) turned 
up and donated £62 to the Melbourne Hospital. The Madeleine St. ground was long and wide and covered in 
thick grass, which made a stark comparison with the compact and slightly oblong and gravel-ridden Melbourne 
Ground. George Coulthard had been living in Sydney for part of the season, but Carlton enticed him back for 
this game. According to The Age ‘Any money that may have been laid out on the purchase of his service was 
well spent, for Coulthard worked with all his wonted energy and skill’ (1/10/1877). After the start of the match 
Coulthard announced his presence almost immediately when he ran fully 100 metres up the field with one of 
his famous rushes.
His speciality is, undoubtedly, running with the ball; many are the runs he has made, warding off his 
opponents with his long, muscular arms. This peculiar style of passing is really a treat to witness, and 
we may well say that Coulthard is unequalled at it, being a custom almost his own. 
The Australasian Pictorial Weekly, 24/7/1880 
Half a dozen defenders tried to stop Coulthard on his path towards goal, and they eventually brought him down, 
but he just got up again before “Toppy” Longden finally put a stop to his advance. The ball then went out of 
bounds in the northwest corner of the rectangular field. When it was brought back into play John Turnbull 
grabbed it and snapped from 30 to 40 metres without success. For the next ten minutes Melbourne went on 
the attack and Utar Nicholas hit the post. The Blues then went forward where McGill missed from 60 metres 
and then Coulthard went astray from 35 metres. Melbourne had to fight hard to relieve the pressure, but not 
before Gunn had found McGill, who unsuccessfully place kicked for goal from 60 metres. Carlton had its fair 
share of possession, but now the Reds began to recover some ground. McDonald gathered and passed the ball 
to Nicholas who booted Melbourne’s first goal at the 40-minute mark. Coulthard then made another lengthy 
dash without bouncing the ball, but for some reason the umpire overruled Melbourne’s appeals for a free kick. 
Soon afterwards Coulthard received a pass from Kelly and kicked truly from 40 metres. Three minutes later 
Goldsmith put Melbourne back into the lead with a drop kick after Bennie had grabbed the ball from the edge 
of a scrimmage and sent it on. There were now only 5 minutes left in the half and Carlton set about restoring 
parity. It achieved this two minutes before the break when Gunn found Turnbull who goaled from 40 metres. 
The first half had been a highly entertaining contest as after relentless pressure from both sides, four goals had 
been kicked in the last 20 minutes of the half.
Melbourne attacked with a will at the re-commencement and scored several behinds. Carlton did all it could 
to keep Melbourne at bay and at one point Donovan had the wind knocked out of him when he tried to run 
up field to clear Carlton’s defence. The crucial moment in the game occurred after Carlton’s Waldron made 
a bad mistake. Melbourne’s Goldsmith attempted to find McDonald with a short pass, but Waldron cleverly 
spoiled the mark. However, he was so hard pressed to clear that he kicked the ball straight into Goldsmith’s 
arms and he was only 35 metres from goal. Goldsmith put Melbourne back into the lead with a neat drop kick. 
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There was still plenty of time left for Carlton to equalize and McMichael emulated Coulthard by undertaking 
some wonderful 80-metre rushes down the ground. Both teams began to tire towards the end, however, and 
Melbourne eventually came out victors 3.10 to 2.9. The Reds thus restored some pride after losing their crown to 
the Blues. In Geelong, Barwon finished off a very successful year with a solid win over North Melbourne juniors 
Hotham Hill. The victory was marred somewhat when the Hothamites complained that Barwon’s umpire was 
biased, but this was not an uncommon accusation in games involving Barwon.
Carlton claimed the first VFA premiership, its fifth such honour in seven seasons. Jack Gardiner had slowed 
up considerably but was an experienced captain who led a pool of very talented footballers. Foremost amongst 
these was champion George Coulthard, who played in attack and defence. Carlton also had runners such as 
Bill Monie, Paddy Gunn and Billy Goer who were clever and of excellent value. The Blues also possessed 
good followers Alf McMichael and George Robertson, and useful forwards such as Joe Henry and the Bracken 
brothers. The Blues introduced more systematic play through the refinement of the little marking game and these 
factors helped to make them the dominant side in the colony. At the end of the season The Age stated
The Carlton team, sharpened by lessons learned in Sydney, in the Rugby game, improved vastly in little 
marks, and the cultivation of co-operative principles. They did much, in short, to develop the latent 
science of football, but at the same time took care to have plenty of lusty vigour in the field. 
The Age, 1/10/1877
Carlton combined power, fast movement of the ball, and team discipline. This innovative approach began to take 
advantage of football’s more open play. The little marking game was also a method of play that was superior to 
the ‘old fashioned’ use of weight and muscle in battles of strength set down in innumerable scrimmages, or the 
flashy runs up the field to which Melbourne almost exclusively adhered. The latter was certainly a crowd pleaser, 
but did not do much for the science of team play.
Melbourne’s slow start to the season and lack of team cohesion cost it dearly, but it lost the premiership in 
part because it distrusted little marking and actually tried to have it banned. The Reds were forced to experiment 
with little marking later in the year but it was too little too late. Hotham in its first year after re-formation claimed 
third position, a rank it would not better until 1897. Its engine room of Jimmy Robertson, Harry Fuhrhop, “Tiger” 
Gardiner, Joe Traynor and Billy McLean had most to do with this success. The club gained a superb victory 
over Melbourne during the year and also pushed Carlton hard in their first encounter. Next in line came Albert 
Park, which although having some talented footballers lacked experience. They were also on the light side and 
this worked against them when meeting heavier sides like Carlton, Melbourne and Hotham. St Kilda was the 
“whipper-in”. The Saints were inconsistent performers and lost many good players. It was however admired for 
its sportsmanship. The club played a particular style of game that relied on the ‘the dodge and long kick’, but 
with only the local grammar schools such as Wesley College to recruit from it struggled to compete with the big 
boys. In the goal kicking stakes, Melbourne’s Charles Baker replaced Carlton’s “Doddy” Dedman as the leading 
goal sneak in the colony. His fourteen goals were five clear of St Kilda’s Owen Pierce and Joe Henry of Carlton.
Barwon was generally accepted as the champion of the provinces and Peter Pindar in the Australasian stated, 
‘Undoubtedly one of the most remarkable growths of recent times is the Barwon club … a “triton among the 
minnows” in the provincial teams, and a worthy rival of the best metropolitan ones’ (Australasian, 20/10/1877). 
Some even claimed that it was the best team in the colony, and on its day, Barwon was just about as good as 
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any Melbourne side. In the Melbourne-based periodical, The Footballer, T.P. Power asserted ‘Before Barwon can 
lay claim to any such title, she must equitably test herself with all Seniors … and by playing a series of games 
all round against them, accumulate the honour, and not obtain it by a chance goal’ (The Footballer, 1877, p. 
115). He added that Barwon could lay claim to premiership status in 1877, but as Carlton had sent a weak team 
to Geelong for the match in September it did not give a clear picture of the clubs’ relative strength. Barwon’s 
success was in stark contrast to Geelong’s failure. The latter hit some low ebbs during the 1860s, but having 
to lower its colours to an upstart from South Geelong was too much to bear. This humiliation would produce 
some benefits because Geelong became determined to regain its prestige. The first thing was to leave no stone 
unturned in recruiting the very best players from the Geelong district, and next was to improve the fitness of 
its players. In ‘the provinces’ Charles Sherard of Ballarat and Harry Upton of Geelong kicked eight goals each.
West Melbourne was clearly the best junior team and was ready to step up to Senior ranks, which it did in 
1878. Essendon was another junior to attain senior status in 1878. South Melbourne had to wait one more year, 
but it was already apparent that this was the best organised club that its district had ever seen, and that it would 
soon replace Albert Park. Other top juniors were Hotham United, Sandridge and Toorak.
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In 1878 the VFA decided that the first Monday in May would become the official start of the football season. 
The customary opening before this had been on the Queen’s Birthday (May 24) when many senior clubs played 
matches in regional areas. The wealthier clubs usually selected attractive country towns to visit and provided 
lavish lunches and entertainment to induce talented recruits. This re-scheduling of the season’s opening was an 
attempt by some administrators to put an end to this form of ‘inducement’ for recruits and was intended to keep 
the game on a strictly amateur basis. The Association also confirmed that a player could only represent one club 
during a season unless he changed permanent residence from country to city, or vice versa.
The VFA welcomed Essendon and West Melbourne as new senior clubs and these had been the best junior 
teams in 1877. West Melbourne drifted out of the competition by the early 1880s, but Essendon became one of 
the great football clubs. Essendon already had a strong membership base but expanded and fenced its ground on 
Flemington Hill in accordance with VFA requirements, though it took them some weeks to achieve this feat. As 
usual, Albert Park struggled to get a team together and rumours circulated that it would amalgamate with juniors 
South Melbourne, but this did not eventuate. In a trend that would have a major impact on the direction of the 
game big clubs now began to move matches to cricket grounds. Melbourne and Carlton began playing on the 
East Melbourne Cricket Ground, Albert Park on the South Melbourne Cricket Ground, and Geelong played its 
big matches on the Corio Cricket Ground. Other senior clubs soon joined this migration.
Although cricket grounds in Melbourne had been used for football sporadically since 1850 – and the current 
MCG since 1859 — football began to be played regularly on cricket grounds from the late 1870s. Contrary to 
the myth that cricket clubs like the MCC and EMCC forbade football inside their arenas because of potential 
damage to their sacred turf, the MCC had welcomed football matches and many other events. As Alf Batchelder 
wrote in the First Football Matches on the Melbourne Cricket Ground, ‘the Club’s Minutes show that, while few 
applications for use of the Ground were received, those that were usually obtained a favourable response’.1 Also 
before 1877 the MCG was often unsuitable for any sporting events in winter, the season when major ground 
works were undertaken. However, following the popular and financial success of the match between Melbourne 
and Carlton at the MCG in 1877, games were played regularly at the MCG and other cricket grounds from 1878. 
This arrangement helped repay debts incurred by improvements to the clubs’ grounds and facilities, such as the 
reversible grandstand at the MCG, and to secure the future of cricket clubs. 
Football clubs benefited enormously from the new arrangement. Most cricket grounds had fenced playing 
areas, which helped control the crowds. These venues also had grandstands and controlled exits, so the money 
made from charging admission could be split between football and cricket clubs. Revenue could then be invested 
1 Alf Batchelder, The First Football Matches on the Melbourne Cricket Ground (Melbourne: MCC Library, 2002), pp. 23-24.
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in improving playing surfaces, amenities for spectators, and increasingly, to enhance recruitment. The transition 
from rectangular to oval playing fields however was an uneven process. Melbourne and Carlton did play on the 
entire MCG field in 1877, but reports about matches played on cricket grounds in 1878 and 1879 still refer to the 
ball getting caught in “corners” rather than the “pockets” of playing arenas. And, as late as 1882 South Melbourne 
‘obtained permission to make its ground of oval shape’ from the South Melbourne council.2 When the transition 
began some complained that the entire cricket field was too large for football games and that the lush grass was 
too slippery. In the interim football officials set up goal posts and temporary boundary flags on match days to 
maintain the rectangular arena. However, boundary flags were likely soon dispensed with because they were not 
required to keep crowds at bay (which were now behind fences), and it was easier to adapt to oval fields than 
labour over the setting out of boundary lines all the time. 
The standard of football continued to improve as the game became faster and more open. This was largely 
due to the dramatic rise of Geelong. Geelong was an ordinary provincial performer in 1877, but within twelve 
months had turned things around in spectacular fashion. The humiliation of playing second fiddle to Barwon 
was certainly a major spur for improvement. The club’s new on-field leadership also made a big difference. 
Quick defender “Tommy” Austin took over as captain and the new vice-captain was Jack Sandilands. Sandilands 
was a courageous follower and put himself in charge of Geelong’s physical fitness, and he may have introduced 
a new training schedule. The precise details of this training are unknown, though it probably involved Mr. 
Reichmann’s gymnasium in Geelong. Reichmann may have been promoting the latest physical fitness regimes 
that he had learned in his German homeland. There was certainly a greater attention to regular training, for at a 
General Meeting of the club on April 30, ‘It was decided that Wednesday afternoons should be the time fixed for 
weekly practice matches’ (Geelong Advertiser, 1/5/1878). One imagines that at these regular training sessions a 
concerted system of play was rehearsed and attention to the finer subtleties of football strategy were discussed. 
Historian Robin Grow believes that Geelong adopted a new style of game out of necessity because the many 
recruits it gained from the local public schools were light and unable to compete with heavier players from other 
sides. He states
The Geelong leaders noticed that a number of their smaller and lighter players were ‘hanging out’ of 
the fearsome crushes that still prevailed, but were getting many more kicks than those who regularly 
ventured into packs. The club therefore devised a new approach: the attackers would slip away from 
their defenders, and the wingers and rovers would play wide out in the open spaces, so that they could 
receive the ball from the heavier ruck players and move it quickly into a scoring position.3 
Undoubtedly, Geelong began to develop the skills required to apply this precise passing game and it was central 
to a system of team play that was famous for functioning like “clockwork”. A bathroom was also to be erected 
at the back of the Argyle Hotel for use by Geelong Members. This enabled the players to store their clothes and 
refresh themselves before and after training.
2 Charles Daly, The History of South Melbourne (Melbourne: Robertson & Mullens, 1940), p 292.
3 Robin Grow, “The Victorian Football Association in Control, I877-I896,” in More Than a Game: An Unauthorised. History of Australian 
Rules Football, ed. Robert Hess and Robert Stewart (Carlton: Melbourne University Press, 1998), pp. 58-59.
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Numerous theories were offered to explain Geelong’s phenomenal success over the ensuing decade. These 
included, better air, an absence of the distractions of big city life, cleaner living as smoking and drinking were 
discouraged, less competition for obtaining the best players from local districts (compared to Melbourne), the 
fanaticism of the population for the game, the exceptional football nurseries of Geelong Grammar and Geelong 
College, superior training methods that gave them greater stamina, the development of systematic team play, and 
the determination to be the best that was in part inspired by its experiences with Barwon. But, as would later 
be said of Essendon’s wonderful sides of the early 1890s, Geelong had an extremely talented group of players 
that came together at the right time. These champions included Jimmy and Billy Wilson, Percy Douglass, Hugh 
McLean, Dave Hickinbotham, Jack Kerley and the McShanes.
Geelong’s best 1878 recruit was Jimmy Wilson, who had played for the Pivots on and off for several seasons, 
but was now a full time contributor. Wilson was for some the best footballer in the nineteenth century, although 
many South Australians believed that Norwood’s John “Bunny” Daly was better. Wilson was a brilliant all-
rounder: a gifted defender when Geelong was in trouble, and a dangerous forward when the club was in attack. 
He also did duty as a follower when required, was an excellent kick against the wind, and became a splendid 
leader who easily earned the respect of his players. Billy Wilson, Jim’s very talented brother, also arrived. He was 
pacy, a great mark and a ball magnet who usually played as a follower, but was also damaging on the wings. 
He gained some fame as a jockey on a Melbourne Cup winner. Both were from juniors Geelong Imperial. Tough 
defender George Watson returned from Melbourne in late 1877, and he now became a consistent performer 
and added steel (and a lot of devil) to its back line. Another defender, Johnny Sommers arrived and goalkeeper 
Steve Fairbairn came from Geelong Grammar. These quality recruits supplemented a fine core of players, which 
included excellent flankers Val. Pearson and Percy Douglass, Ben Hall the veteran wingman, and fine goal 
sneaks Arthur Christey and Harry Upton.
Carlton’s ground jinx resurfaced when the Madeleine Street Reserve was withdrawn from use. This left the 
club in a sizeable quandary, given that it had spent so much money on that ground. The Blues didn’t want 
to return to Royal Park but were forced to play some games there, and also played at East Melbourne. In the 
interim the club convinced the council to give them access to Prince’s Park, and by June was granted a southern 
portion of the park under strict conditions. Carlton was given eleven acres at the south side of Prince’s Park (not 
the present north side), but could not erect fences or charge fees. This meant it had to place hurdles around the 
arena and ask for donations to cover costs. This put the club at a huge financial disadvantage. Carlton still had 
its wealthy patrons, but the lack of a suitable playing venue inhibited its ability to match super heavyweights 
like South Melbourne and Geelong. The fact that Carlton continued to finish in top company, despite not 
winning a premiership for ten years, was a great credit to its spirit. To rub salt into the wound the Madeleine 
St. Reserve was made available to Hotham later in the year. As for players, the premiers picked up Ted Barrass 
from Melbourne and Thomas Nash and John Rickards from Albert Park. These were good players, but were not 
as fine as previous crops. Melbourne did slightly better picking up Frank Crohan and “Toppy” Longden’s brother 
from Geelong, and defenders Bob Simson from Scotch College and Frank Waldron from Albert Park. The Reds’ 
great servant “Chubby” Forrester, who began his career at Royal Park and Carlton before moving to Melbourne in 
1867, only played the odd game and his retirement was imminent. Hotham welcomed Andrew Neely from local 
juniors Hotham Union and John “Jammy” Watson from Brunswick. During the season however it lost champion 
follower Joe Traynor who joined the exodus of fine players to the SAFA in Adelaide.
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The season began on May 4, but the month’s matches generally involved seniors against local junior clubs. In 
a surprise on May 11 Melbourne was beaten by Hawthorn, and the following week Hawthorn lost to Carlton by 
seven goals in the first football match played on the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Admission was charged for 
this game and the goals at either end of the ground were 166 metres apart. On the Queen’s Birthday Melbourne 
went to Ballarat with only eleven first twenty players and copped a five-one thrashing. In other games, Carlton 
walloped Sale, and Hotham and Barwon gained narrow victories over Ballarat Albion and Carlton United 
respectively. Geelong defeated new seniors West Melbourne in a rough game with two goals to “Ben” Hall. The 
next day (May 25) Carlton easily accounted for new seniors Essendon. Joe Henry, “Lock” Bracken and Billy Goer 
kicked the winner’s goals, and Coulthard was Carlton’s best. Melbourne had to fight all the way to beat top junior 
South Melbourne, and had fine games from James “Kiddy” Bennie and “Toppy” Longden to thank for its victory. 
In other matches, Albert Park and St Kilda gained narrow victories over junior opponents. By the end of May the 
reigning premiers were off to a very good start and had five wins from five games. Geelong, Hotham and Albert 
Park were next and had 100 per cent records from three matches. Barwon was also undefeated. Melbourne had 
two wins and two losses and Essendon, St Kilda and West Melbourne followed.
Carlton’s strong early season form continued when it registered a solid three-one win over Albert Park on 
the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on June 1. Tommy Wills umpired this game and new recruit Ted “Mudlark” 
Barrass was Carlton’s best. A crowd of 2,000 at the MCG saw Hotham completely outclass Melbourne. Follower 
Joe Traynor was the driving force for the winners and was well supported by Jimmy Robertson and Ned O’Brien 
(who scored two goals). “Chubby” Forrester was best in one of his last games for the Reds. Of the other clubs, 
Essendon just slipped past juniors Brunswick by a goal as did West Melbourne over South Melbourne. Hawthorn 
hosted St Kilda at Grace Park and demolished the Saints seven-nil, which made it obvious that St Kilda would 
not remain a senior club for long.
At the MCG on June 8 a brilliant Melbourne performance inflicted Carlton’s first loss of the year in front of 
around 8,000 (mostly paying) spectators. In a tough first half neither side goaled, but in the second half play 
freed up sufficiently for Frank Crohan and Ted Cook to put Melbourne beyond Coulthard’s major in the host’s 2.8 
to 1.8 victory. Coulthard was best on the ground, but Melbourne was able to shut down Carlton’s little marking 
game and this went a long way towards giving them victory. “Toppy” Longden and Harry Downes were best 
for the winners. These sides now had two wins and a loss. Hotham joined them on two wins (from two games) 
when it dominated proceedings at Albert Park, but Robert Sutcliffe booted the only goal in a 1.24 to 0.6 win. 
‘Curly’ Pollock worked hard in defence for the Parkites, but follower Joe Traynor was best on the ground (again). 
Admission was charged at this game, and one-fifth of the takings were donated to a Testimonial Fund. St Kilda 
recovered some ground by holding Essendon to a nil-all draw, and Hawthorn proved it was a superior junior 
when it forced West Melbourne to a draw.
After defeating Carlton, Melbourne slipped up against Albert Park on June 15, and was lucky to get away 
with a draw. The Parkites charged an admission fee to the South Melbourne Cricket Ground, and around 1,000 
paid for the privilege, while 500 boys got in by other means. Melbourne started confidently and through a 
chain of little marks sent the ball to Charles Baker who easily kicked the first goal from 20 metres. This success 
encouraged the Metropolitans but over-confidence got the better of them and they over committed players up 
forward. The Parkites were thus able to catch them out of position when they rushed the ball up to Matt Minchin 
who equalised. It stayed at one-all, although the Park was stronger in the second half and had a goal disallowed. 
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The local Record reported that although the game ended in a draw, the Park was clearly the better side: ‘the 
Alberts surpassed their opponents, notably in dodging with the ball, a la Atkinson, throwing, skirmishing and 
quickness of movement generally’ (21/6/1878). On the Richmond Paddock, Carlton had no trouble beating St 
Kilda. Coulthard was having a great season and put in another best-on-ground effort. He also scored two goals, 
as did Joe Henry. Leyden’s Carlton District Band entertained the crowd throughout the afternoon. Essendon 
did well to record its first win against West Melbourne on the Royal Park. Charlie Watt scored two goals for the 
victors.
The following week at the MCG Hotham lost its first game of the year to Carlton in an ill-tempered match. 
This was Carlton’s fourth win in a row against a team that had yet to beat them. Play was tight, but eventually 
the Blues won out 2.9 to 1.4. Paddy Gunn was best on the ground for the Blues and other good players included 
Harry Nudd and Jack Gardiner. As usual Joe Traynor was best for Hotham as was J. Green who was having a 
good year for the Stripes. Carlton was so disgusted with Hotham’s use of ‘improper language’ towards umpire 
“Lanty” O’Brien (who happened to be ex-Carltonian) that it refused to play Hotham again. The Blues kept their 
word for some time as the clubs did not meet again until July 1881. Despite a best on ground performance by 
defender Harry Downes, Melbourne could only record a one-all draw with West Melbourne. Albert Park and St 
Kilda also drew one-all. In Geelong the Pivots entertained the Warrigal side from New South Wales. Geelong’s 
scoring power was demonstrated when it amassed 11.31 against a team that failed to score anything at all. Harry 
Upton kicked three goals and Arthur Christey and Ben Hall collected two each. In the other game in town 
Barwon accounted for juniors North Geelong.
On June 29, while Warrigal was in Geelong, Waratah, a Sydney rugby side met Carlton at the MCG before a 
crowd of 8,000. It was billed as a contest that would decide the champion team of the colonies and was played 
according to rugby rules. Waratah was faster and Carlton struggled to adjust to the rules. In the first half the 
visitors obtained a goal and a try. In the second half Carlton, led by Waldron, were much better and “Geordie” 
Smith scored a goal. This was approved by the Victorian umpire, but was challenged by his NSW colleague who 
believed that the ball hit the post. After ten minutes, play resumed under protest. Victorian commentators had a 
particular distaste for the Sydney code in part because the northerners wouldn’t adopt the Victorian game, and 
because they believed that rugby was boring and too rough. In the other game in the capital Hotham secured 
its third win in four games by beating West Melbourne with a goal from Robert Sutcliffe who was having a good 
year. “Tiger” Gardiner and Ned O’Brien did best for the northerners.
The other big game of the round was at Geelong between unfriendly rivals Geelong and Barwon. They had 
not met for two years because of a Challenge Cup game dispute. In May, Barwon declared that it would not play 
Geelong until that club apologised for casting a slur on the Barwon team, and by mid-June, the teams appeared 
to have resolved their differences. This game was played on the Corio Cricket Ground and about 3,000 people 
paid an admission charge of sixpence, which was split between the cricket and football clubs. Relations between 
the clubs were fragile so Angus Cumming of the Melbourne Football Club was appointed central umpire because 
‘An unbiased and efficient central umpire, so it was said, could not be found in Geelong’ (Geelong Advertiser, 
1/7/1878). 
After two great years Barwon began to slip a little and was not paying the same attention to training as 
previously. Nevertheless, the Riverites didn’t need much of an incentive to have a decent crack at the older club. 
Barwon started with the advantage of a light westerly breeze and kept the ball forward in the first part of the 
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game. Jimmy Wilson then gained possession and tried to run along the wing. However, he was jumped on and 
Geelong realised it was in for another torrid time. The Pivots followed up with their first sustained period of 
pressure and for 15 minutes had numerous shots at the big sticks during which ‘a magnificent mark was made by 
W. Wilson, who jumped about four feet in the air’ (Geelong Advertiser, 1/7/1878). Barwon then took control, but 
only registered three behinds. For ten minutes after this Geelong had the ball in front of its goal, but although a 
kick would have put the ball through, the Barwon defence somehow held on. In Barwon’s next attack J. Munro 
passed the ball to Hassett who was only 30 metres out, but he became flurried and dropped the mark. Geelong 
then dominated proceedings and Barwon’s defenders did well not to concede a goal. Barwon then moved the 
ball to James Boyd who dribbled the ball along the ground to record Barwon’s first goal. Geelong then began 
to buckle and Barwon’s Munro missed a golden opportunity to put Barwon two up, which would have almost 
put the game beyond Geelong’s grasp. At half time the Pivots were grateful they were only a goal in arrears.
Geelong was a completely different outfit in the second half and played with great verve. Bob Booth took 
a mark 50 metres from goal, but Barwon’s J. Shaw claimed he touched the ball in transit. The umpire awarded 
the mark to Booth. Shaw then insulted the umpire so the latter walked off the ground. Shaw quickly apologised 
so the umpire returned to arbitrate (Booth kicked a behind). Before long Jack Sandilands restored parity for 
Geelong and this goal enlivened the crowd, which began to offer deafening cheers of support that inspired 
both sides to lift their games. In a huge effort Barwon overcame Geelong’s considerable resistance but its best 
attack could only muster a behind. Then Jimmy Wilson sent the ball forward to Billy Boyd, who marked from 40 
metres, and he put the Pivots in front. This goal did not break Barwon’s spirit and it tried desperately to get back 
on even terms. The Riverites however lacked organization and this cost them dearly because their attacks lacked 
co-ordination and were largely ineffective. Ultimately, Geelong’s class and determination saw them over the line 
by two goals to one. The Pivots remained undefeated while Barwon, despite its mighty effort in this match, was 
now in decline. Geelong maintained its 100 per cent record (from six games), Carlton had won eight from nine, 
and Hotham six from seven. These were the best performing teams at the end of June.
As in 1877 Carlton and Waratah played a return match according to Victorian Rules at the MCG on July 1. The 
Blues were expected to win easily but were surprised by a tenacious opponent. The Waratahs were fast, adept at 
dodging and shepherding, and had more stamina than the home team. The visitors were however less proficient 
in kicking. Carlton started the stronger, but Waratah gained the first goal and led at half time. The Blues finally 
broke through Waratah’s strong defence in the second half when Turnbull opened their account. Gunn soon 
after scored the winner for the locals. Unfortunately for Carlton, captain George McGill broke his thighbone after 
accidentally clashing with teammate James Robertson. This injury ended McGill’s career, and the loss of this fine 
player severely dented Carlton’s bid for back-to-back premierships.
At this stage of the season Carlton was considered the best side, despite its early loss to Melbourne, and 
although Geelong remained undefeated, it was for all intents and purposes a ‘long way away’. As a provincial 
club the Pivots would have to do something special to gain respect in the metropolis. On July 6 Melbourne’s 
patchy form cost it dearly when it lost for the first time to St Kilda (by a goal to Owen Pierce). Hotham 
consolidated its place in the top three when it dispensed of juniors Brunswick with two goals to Ned O’Brien. 
Carlton continued to perform strongly and had too much firepower for West Melbourne. Coulthard kicked two 
goals in a three-nil win. “Geordie” Smith and “Hercules” Kelly were best for Carlton, while West Melbourne’s 
captain Pat Douglas and Dave Rannard also did well. Essendon and Albert Park drew. In Geelong, the locals put 
juniors Williamstown to the sword to the tune of six goals to nil. Arthur Christey collected a hat trick.
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The next week (July 13) Carlton met Melbourne and had the opportunity to strengthen its claim to the 
premiership. Instead, their erstwhile opponents beat them for the second time. The game was held on the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. Five thousand paid to get in and another three thousand hung onto fences, trees 
and any other cost-free vantage point. Melbourne was unhappy that ex-Carltonian E. Prevot was the umpire, but 
eventually gave way. Carlton started with the breeze and attacked early. George Robertson passed to Rickards 
who was only 30 metres from goal. His place kick went wide because not enough allowance was made for 
the wind. Melbourne rebounded but Carlton easily met the challenge, and after a contest in the centre, the ball 
came out to John Turnbull who ran and bounced for 20 or 30 metres before slotting home Carlton’s first goal. 
Coulthard and Gunn were working well for the Blues and after some to and fro play Bracken missed from 40 
metres. Melbourne tried to clear but Forrester was free-kicked for ‘handing’ the ball to Fred Baker. Melbourne 
then mounted a more sustained attack and forced the ball to Bob Sillett who was 70 metres out from goal. He 
passed to Charles Baker who wheeled around and kicked the equaliser. Carlton returned fire and Coulthard 
caught Longden holding the ball. However, the champ could not convert the free kick from 50 metres. Chas. 
Baker then missed a chance for Melbourne from 35 metres, but shortly afterwards Fred Baker just got his foot to 
the ball as he was dragged down by a couple of Carlton defenders and a lucky goal put Melbourne in front. Two 
or three minutes later Bracken fluffed a chance to equalise from 25 metres. Coulthard then missed by a whisker 
with a great kick from the boundary line. At half time Melbourne led two-one. The Blues had been wasteful 
while Melbourne had made the most of its chances. 
After the re-start Coulthard was awarded a free kick for interference and scored a behind. Carlton stormed 
the goals but McKie, in particular, was an able defender for the Reds. Carlton persisted and Melbourne was 
forced to desperate defence and kicked out of bounds to relieve the pressure. George Robertson, Coulthard and 
Gunn worked hard to secure the equaliser for Carlton, but after a shot by Coulthard was just touched on the 
line Carlton’s pressure began to subside. Melbourne now became the more dangerous side and pressed home 
the advantage. Longden made a great run up the field, and passed to Cooper, who little marked to Fred Baker 
who was only 40 metres out. A defender took him to ground, but he quickly got back on his feet and kicked a 
goal. This enterprising conversion helped Melbourne to a three-one victory. Follower “Toppy” Longden played 
a superb game and was carried off the ground by jubilant supporters. Things now looked rosy for Melbourne, 
but on the same day Geelong beat Ballarat, and ‘reports came up to the City of a wonderful team that had been 
got together at Geelong’.4 
With its second win over the Blues (despite the fact that Carlton’s performances against other teams had 
been superior), Melbourne firmed as premiership favourites. On July 20 the Reds had an easy two-nil win over 
Williamstown. Carlton met a stiffer opponent in Barwon, but won by the same score in a game that was stopped 
for 15 minutes because of rain. Rain also forced the Hotham and Albert Park game to be abandoned. Essendon 
and West Melbourne played a goalless draw, and in Geelong the home side thumped South Melbourne four-nil.
Geelong’s first big test came when it hosted Hotham on July 27. Hotham started the stronger and Robert 
Sutcliffe put them a goal up at half time. However, in the second half the Pivots hit their straps and dominated 
proceedings. Val. Pearson and George Watson goaled in Geelong’s 2.18 to 1.5 victory. Watson and Payne were 
best for Geelong as were George Bruce and J. Green for Hotham. Hotham played well but it was clear to the 
4 C.L. Andrew, “Victorian Game in the Seventies,” The Winner, 9/9/1914, p. 6.
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Melbourne journalists who accompanied them that the Pivots were indeed a very good side. Inconsistency 
continued to plague Melbourne and it allowed Essendon to lower its colours for the first time. Melbourne did 
not have its best twenty on the paddock, but it was becoming apparent that times were changing as Carlton 
and Melbourne no longer dominated other teams in ways they had previously enjoyed. The Blues were more 
consistent than Melbourne and beat the tough Albert Park. Coulthard and Smith did well for Carlton as did 
Spence and Pollock for the Parkites. At the end of the month, Geelong, Carlton and Hotham were the colony 
leaders and George Coulthard and Joe Henry headed the goal kicking with eleven goals each. 
At the beginning of August Melbourne began its very best form when it thrashed Albert Park five-nil on the 
Melbourne Ground. “Toppy” Longden once again led from the front and kicked two goals. Carlton had an easy 
time of it against Ballarat on the East Melbourne Cricket Ground and won six-one in a game umpired by Tom 
Wills. Coulthard scored twice for the Blues and Jack Gardiner was best. In other matches, Essendon had a good 
win over St Kilda, but West Melbourne could only muster a draw against juniors South Melbourne. Geelong had 
to share honours with nemesis Barwon on the Corio Cricket Ground. Barwon started off on the wrong foot by 
including ex-Geelong player Walter Longden. This contravened the rules but Geelong’s complaints fell on deaf 
ears. During the game Geelong swore it kicked two clear goals, but the Barwon goal umpire did not see it that 
way. The game ended in a nil-all draw. To add insult to Geelong’s injury Walter Longden was Barwon’s best 
player.
There were only two significant games on August 10. The first between Melbourne and Hotham was one of 
the best games of the year. Four thousand spectators were at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground and Melbourne 
hoped to exact revenge for its loss to the northerners earlier in the year. Hotham had the early chances: Robert 
Sutcliffe’s shot for goal went wide, Ned O’Brien hit the post, and after a brilliant run downfield, Billy Robertson 
scored a behind. Then another shot from Sutcliffe went tumbling along the ground towards goal, but was 
touched in the nick of time by a Melbourne defender. Soon afterwards Sutcliffe had a simple opportunity but 
missed again, and Hotham could not take a trick. The northerners completely dominated the half but had only 
six behinds to show for their efforts, while Melbourne gained four behinds from infrequent counter-attacks. At 
the re-commencement Hotham picked up from where it had left off and Melbourne was forced to constantly 
defend. When the Reds did clear their lines Billy McLean, who was on Hotham’s halfback line, would invariably 
send his side back into attack. McLean and Joe Traynor teamed brilliantly throughout the game and it was 
estimated that they had 20 to 30 marks between them. “Toppy” Longden was a lone hand fighting against 
Hotham’s strong following division of Traynor, Gardiner and Fuhrhop. Hotham’s followers were irresistible, but 
it failed to claim victory. Later in the half Traynor almost took a mark plumb in front, but Booth knocked the ball 
away just in time. Although Hotham ‘in every department of the game was among the best … dashing, brilliant, 
sure, and decidedly superior to that of their opponents’, the match ended in a draw (Australasian, 17/8/1878).
On the same day Essendon hosted Carlton at Flemington in front of a record crowd. George Robertson and 
Coulthard did well early for Carlton and their efforts led to Joe Henry’s first goal. Essendon buttered up after this 
early setback and defenders Chadwick, Carlyle and Robertson became the home side’s prime movers. Carlton 
was a polished outfit though and Coulthard, after receiving a mark from Gunn put the Blues two goals to the 
good. Essendon hit back brilliantly when Watt by some dexterous play passed the ball to Paddy McShane who 
kicked Essendon’s opener. This was a fine effort given that the locals were kicking against a strong breeze. 
Unfortunately for Essendon the breeze subsided in the second half. In this period Coulthard, Murphy and Barrass 
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directed traffic and soon had the ball forward where a shot for goal hit the post. The ball bounced back into 
play, was picked up by Henry and put through for Carlton’s third goal. Essendon complained that the ball should 
have been considered “dead” because the post had been hit. The locals were right, but Carlton got away with 
this swindle and registered a three-one victory on the back of disciplined team play.
In August South Australia’s Victorian club toured Victoria for games against Melbourne, Geelong and Ballarat. 
The first was against Melbourne on August 17 at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in front of a crowd of 
around 3,000. Victorian was disappointing and played with little heart. James Bennie scored the only goal of 
the day shortly after the start of the game. Melbourne took it fairly easily and had many shots at goal without 
further success. On one occasion the locals were caught forward and Victorian launched a swift counter-attack. 
Bob Poole however fluffed an easy chance to put them on level terms. Final scores were Melbourne 1.23 and 
Victorian 0.1. The South Australians were much better in their second match against Melbourne on August 19, 
although Melbourne still came out on top 2.13 to 0.4. Two days later Victorian travelled to the Pivot. Geelong 
kicked with a slight breeze and quickly demonstrated its tactical superiority. Although Victorian fought hard, 
Geelong had too much class and dominated the game to win 6.26 to 0.0. Victorian obtained a much better result 
in its final match at Ballarat on August 24 as it won one-nil. Ballarat dominated possession, but Poole was able 
to kick a goal from one of Victorian’s rare counter-attacks.
By mid-August the fight for the premiership was still relatively open. Carlton had the best overall record, but 
had lost twice to Melbourne. Hotham was also having a strong season. It had beaten and drawn with Melbourne, 
but lost to Carlton. Geelong was undefeated and had beaten Hotham, but was yet to meet Carlton or Melbourne. 
It was known that the Pivots had a good side, but their exact worth was yet to be measured. Of the others, 
Essendon was acquitting itself fairly well in its first season as a senior and was doing slightly better than Albert 
Park and West Melbourne. St Kilda was doing very poorly indeed. 
On August 17 Hotham just squeezed past West Melbourne with a goal to Ned O’Brien. Carlton edged out 
Williamstown, and Essendon drew with juniors South Melbourne. Albert Park had an unpleasant time in Ballarat. 
The Parkites lost the match and believed it was the victim of biased umpiring. It also suffered a number of 
injuries. Forbes broke his collarbone, another player broke a finger, one had a finger almost bitten clean off, 
and one suffered a kick to the nose. In a final insult the Park players were pelted with mud and stones by local 
supporters during the match. On August 24 Melbourne and Carlton met for the third time on the Melbourne 
Ground before a crowd of 8-10,000. As had occurred in their previous encounter, Melbourne made the most 
of its opportunities whilst Carlton wasted theirs. Consequently, Melbourne defeated the Blues for the third 
consecutive time by 2.3 to 0.14. Charles Baker bagged the Reds’ goals and Sandilands and Longden were best. 
As usual, Coulthard did well for Carlton, but this was little consolation as this loss knocked the reigning premiers 
out of the premiership race, and it would not taste ultimate success again until 1887. In other matches Albert 
Park, not yet recovered from its Ballarat experience, lost to West Melbourne. Essendon and Hotham brushed 
aside junior opposition. Essendon kicked nine goals against Hawthorn and Hotham easily beat Hotham Union. 
On August 31 Melbourne visited Flemington to play Essendon on the biggest ground in the competition. The 
Dons recruited accordingly as their side was filled with fast running players who took advantage of the ground’s 
wide spaces. Speed and skill would be associated with Essendon’s style of play for the next decade. Melbourne 
had to settle for a one-all draw after trailing at half time. Carlton had an easy six-goal win at St Kilda. Hotham 
inexplicitly lost to Albert Park on the Madeleine Street Reserve when Hopkinson kicked the only goal of the 
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day. Harry Latchford and Chris Thomas were terrific for the Parkites and Billy McLean and George Bruce were 
strong performers for Hotham. This loss effectively cut Hotham out of a top two finish. In Geelong, the Pivots 
entertained juniors Toorak on a paddock next to the Argyle Ground because the latter had been ploughed up by 
its unhappy landowner. The locals continued on their merry way with a seven-two win. 
The matches on September 7 provided few surprises. Most senior clubs met junior opposition and had little 
trouble overcoming what resistance was offered. Carlton had an easy five-one win over a Fawkner/South Yarra 
Standard combination. Essendon defeated East Melbourne juniors Clarendon, and West Melbourne defeated 
Hotham United. Hotham hosted Barwon and the visitors proved they still had something to offer when they 
departed with a one-all draw. Admission to this match was charged again and was becoming a widespread 
practice. Melbourne’s up and down season continued when Albert Park held it to a goalless draw. Ballarat’s visit 
to Geelong ended with a nine-goal thrashing. Arthur Christey was having a marvellous season in front of goals 
and kicked four. Ballarat had only 18 players in the first half and took on two substitutes for the second half. Two 
Barwon players did not make the trip to Melbourne for the Hotham game and offered their services. Geelong 
however refused; the reason being ‘Anyone but Barwon’.
When Carlton visited Geelong on September 14, the home side finally had the opportunity to demonstrate 
its worth to the metropolitan football world. The game was played at Corio Oval in front of 2-3,000 spectators 
(about 100 Carlton supporters made the trip from Melbourne). Carlton was somewhat handicapped by the 
absence of three quality players: Turnbull, Gunn and Henry. Geelong won the toss and kicked with a strong 
wind. Within a minute of the start Watt kicked a behind for the Pivots and shortly afterwards Jack Sandilands 
kicked the first goal. Immediately after the kick-off Geelong went forward again and Upton kicked number two. 
Carlton then made its first foray forward, but Watt soon kicked Geelong’s third goal. The Pivots had kicked three 
goals in the first 17 minutes, and Carlton had been completely non-plussed by Geelong’s stunning efficiency. 
Waldron and Coulthard tried to get Carlton going, but the premiers were in serious trouble as Geelong continued 
to pepper the goals, albeit for numerous behinds. At half time it was clear that the Blues had been completely 
outclassed, but the visitors looked forward to kicking with the wind in the second half. 
Things continued to go against the visitors in the next term for Geelong immediately regained the initiative. 
Carlton however survived this initial onslaught and began to seriously threaten the local defence. After a fine 
run, Coulthard scored Carlton’s first behind, added another behind, and then the Blues’ first goal. Both sides had 
further opportunities to goal, but when time was called Geelong had won by three goals to one. Billy Wilson and 
Jack Sandilands played fine games, but the elusive and brilliant Percy Douglass was the day’s hero and he was 
carried shoulder high off the ground by his grateful teammates at the end of the game. Jack Gardiner and Ted 
Barrass were best for the Blues. Geelong was clearly a superior side and the Australasian reported: ‘The play of 
the Geelong throughout was first-class; every man had his place, and kept at it, and their kicking was excellent, 
while in running they completely outpaced their opponents’ (21/9/1878). It was Geelong’s first win over Carlton 
in ten years and only its second against that club. With Carlton out of the way, Geelong now looked to add 
Melbourne to its list of scalps, but first there were some old scores to settle with Barwon.
Melbourne was not ending the season in great shape and came a cropper against West Melbourne. The Wests 
started with the breeze and took full advantage of it. Trott, Rannard (who was best on the ground) and Douglas 
were doing good service for the Westerners and eventually Barnes, who was only 15 metres out, place-kicked 
a goal to put West Melbourne ahead. Tom Beeching soon booted the West’s second goal from only 10 metres, 
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before Conway kicked a third goal on the run. West Melbourne had thus kicked three goals in just ten minutes. 
Melbourne then pulled out all the stops to prevent any further damage, and was able to prevent conceding 
another goal before half time. In the second stanza Melbourne was determined to make up the difference. It 
pushed forward and Sherard twice went close, but no goals were registered. West Melbourne countered but 
Frank Conway missed a sitter from only 10 metres. Then Dave Rannard’s shot shaved the post. Nonetheless, 
West Melbourne more than held its own against the wind and ended up having more shots at goal than the 
disappointing Reds. It was one of West Melbourne’s greatest victories and was the first time that Carlton and 
Melbourne had lost on the same day. The days of Red/Blue dominance were numbered.
Melbourne picked itself up off the deck on September 21 when it defeated Hotham in front of a home crowd 
of 5-6,000. Hotham was the better side in the first half and led by a goal to A. Sutcliffe. But in the second half 
Charles Baker and James Bennie gave Melbourne its first win against the Stripes in 1878. Both Longdens did great 
service for the Reds, but Hotham’s Frank Lording was best man on the ground. In other matches Johnstone’s goal 
gave Albert Park victory over Essendon. Lethbridge put Essendon into the lead, but it was found that the Dons 
had an extra player on the field, so they lost the goal. Carlton drew with South Melbourne, and West Melbourne 
defeated a local junior side.
On September 28 about 8,000 people attended the Melbourne ground to see if Melbourne could defeat 
Carlton for an unprecedented fourth consecutive time. It was the last time these two clubs would take centre 
stage in the football world for some time and the public enthusiastically embraced the contest. The Australasian 
was effusive about this last hurrah:
Never in the history of the meetings of these old rivals has so much interest evinced or so much 
enthusiasm displayed as that of last Saturday, and the old trysting ground never mustered such a 
multitude nor looked more brilliant. The grand stand, with its densely packed array of style and fashion; 
the bustling and more robust throng who crowded every spot of vantage round the fence; the more 
sober and sedate, who preferred the promenade or back row, and those that had wandered towards 
the hill at the rear of the western goal-all completed a spectacle at once picturesque and stirring. 
Australasian, 5/10/1878
Carlton was the better team in the first half, but as in all games against Melbourne in 1878 its kicking for goal 
was atrocious. At half time Carlton had 1.17 to Melbourne’s 1.3. The Blues began the second half determined 
to make the most of their chances, but although they dominated the first 30 minutes they couldn’t marshal 
another goal. Melbourne was luckier. At one point the umpire failed to call the ball out of bounds, Charles 
Baker then collected it and put Melbourne into the lead. A long dispute followed, but when the game re-started, 
Melbourne emphasised its superiority when Cook place-kicked a third goal. This last major demoralised the 
Blues and Melbourne ran rampant until the call of time. Carlton’s demise became embarrassing later in the game 
when Waldron had an argument with skipper Jack Gardiner and walked off the ground — a very un-Carlton 
occurrence.
On the same day, Barwon hosted Geelong in what would prove to be the final game between these bitter 
rivals, and what a sensational finale it proved to be. A crowd of 2,500 saw Geelong start with the advantage 
of a slight breeze. The Pivot’s forwards Watt, Christey and Upton were in fine form and the visitors soon had 
a number of behinds to their credit. Barwon countered, but Geelong’s defence easily cleared. Geelong’s fine 
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follower Billy Wilson was doing well and thus became the target of unwanted physical attention from Barwon. 
The game then settled into unnecessary trials of strength and ‘vicious play’. At the 17-minute mark Watt scored 
Geelong’s first goal from a difficult angle and within two minutes Harry Upton added a second. The Pivots then 
pressed all men forward and Barwon was under siege. The game was kept so far into the Geelong forward zones 
that even its back men were coming within 60 metres of goal. Barwon put up an enormous fight under pressure, 
and its cause was helped when Douglass missed a fairly easy chance and Christey hit the post. Barwon fought 
hard but could do nothing when the Pivot’s Percy Douglass
[G]ot the ball in the centre of the ground, dodged to the wing … then darted towards the centre, each 
time advancing nearer to the posts, and when 30 yards away two of the best Barwon backs, J. Shaw 
and J. Boyd, threw themselves in front of him, Douglass, however, ran round both opponents in a very 
skilful manner, and finished the grandest run of the day with the ball in scoring third goal for Geelong, 
amid tumultuous applause and shouting. 
Geelong Advertiser, 30/9/1878
This superlative effort underlined the superiority of a splendid team with plenty of talent, discipline, skill and 
pace. Barwon tried its best to physically intimidate the Geelong boys, but now the Pivots had George Watson, 
the ‘terror of football champions’ and he was doing more than his fair share in this area. In fact, Watson was so 
successful that at half time ‘a tremendous crowd of Barwon supporters … threw eggs and turf at him, and the 
police had to protect him from the infuriated people’ (Geelong Advertiser, 30/9/1878) 
The bitter feeling between the teams fed a frenzied crowd and the scene began to resemble a ‘bear garden’. 
Geelong was now out-roughing the Barwon team in this civil war, but the latter obtained its first behind (and 
only score of the game). The Pivots then kicked the next eight behinds before Douglass kicked a fourth goal. At 
this point Barwon’s captain John Cunningham and George Watson began fighting. Cunningham tried to punch 
Watson but was out muscled and before he knew it was ‘making a somersault and falling with great force on 
his shoulder and neck’ (Geelong Advertiser, 30/9/1878). Arthur Ricketts then ran in to defend his skipper and 
struck Watson, who then moved into a defensive posture while another four Barwon players threw themselves 
at him. Barwon supporters soon joined the fray in what became an all-out donnybrook. After five minutes four 
policemen extricated Watson from this melee and chaperoned him towards a cab, but as he went through the 
crowd the Barwon players continued to strike out at him. Around the same time a horse-riding Geelong supporter 
called R. Ledgerwood struck Barwon player T. Clark with a whip. Jimmy Wilson then punched Clark in the face, 
and Wilson was set upon, which brought his brother Billy into the fray. George Watson was so harassed that he 
took matters into his own hands. He grabbed the reins of a horse drawn cab and drove through the crowd to get 
away from the hail of fists, eggs, turf and stones. Most other Geelong players escaped to town via cabs, but the 
pandemonium continued to reign on the ground for another half-hour after the players had departed. 
This was not the end of the matter. That evening Barwon player T. Clark saw Mr. Ledgerwood (the man 
who had struck him with the whip) in Walker’s Tobacconist shop in Moorabool Street. Clark ran into the store 
and challenged Ledgerwood to go to the beach with him to settle things properly. This altercation drew an 
excited crowd before a lark called out “Fire!” This increased the crowd to about 1,200 and the roadway was soon 
completely blocked. Eight police arrived to bring order to the mounting chaos but couldn’t prevent larrikins 
climbing up into verandas and ‘hooting to their heart’s content’. While the crowd tried to get into the Tobacconist 
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shop, Ledgerwood made his escape via a back entrance. The police finally gained control, but the excitement 
was not entirely over as ‘small bands of larrikins patrolled the town singing and shouting until midnight’ (Geelong 
Advertiser, 30/9/1878). These sensational events had the whole town buzzing, and most accused Barwon of being 
the culprits in the affair. After becoming a local pariah, Barwon merged with Chilwell in 1879 and disappeared 
from the scene, although they stayed true to their rogue status by departing football history with a bang.
Geelong had progressed through the season undefeated and had beaten Carlton and Hotham, but was 
yet to meet Melbourne. Melbourne lost six games during the year, but because of its superiority over Carlton, 
was considered to be the best team in the capital. It was therefore decided to hold a play-off to determine the 
champion of the colony. The game was played on the Melbourne Ground (next to the MCG) on October 5. A 
special train was organised from Geelong for this match, which was taken up by 3-500 Geelong supporters. 
In all, there were about 11,000 people at the ground. After the traumatic events of the previous week George 
Watson was unable to take his place in the Geelong side, but it still had defenders like Steve Fairbairn and 
George Stephen in its ranks and was confident of victory. Geelong had close to its best side on the field, as did 
Melbourne, which included an “F. Jenkins” (a pseudonym for goal sneak Fred Baker). In addition, the locals 
contained eight or nine players who were originally from Geelong. 
Geelong’s superior pace was immediately evident when it sped the ball forward to Arthur Christey, but he 
failed to convert from 30 metres. Melbourne’s counter was an excellent move directed by “Toppy” Longden and 
Downes that directed the ball to Fred Baker. Baker’s shot from 30 metres reached the goal line and Charles Baker 
jumped from behind the pack to take a fine mark. He put Melbourne into the lead and the ‘enthusiasm of the 
spectators was something worth noticing; the 11,000 cheered simultaneously, handkerchiefs waved in the Grand 
Stand, and hats flew about in the air in wild confusion’ (Geelong Advertiser, 7/10/1878). Geelong went forward 
but Bob Sillett cleared to the centre where Billy Wilson marked for Geelong. He was already picking up plenty 
of possessions and kicked it forward but Melbourne held firm. Play swung rapidly back and forth along the 
wings, but Geelong’s attacks were more penetrating and Percy Douglass went close before Bob Booth secured 
the equalising goal for Geelong with a running drop-kick from 40 metres at the twenty-five minute mark. Almost 
immediately Christey missed a sitter from 10 metres when he rushed his kick, but Geelong was doing most of the 
attacking. George Houston tried to lift the Reds with a great 60-metre rush down the ground, but he was stopped 
before he could get a kick at goal. The Reds’ champion follower “Toppy” Longden was being well watched 
and couldn’t exert his usual (considerable) influence on the match. The Pivots then began to increase their grip 
on the game and Melbourne found it difficult to move beyond the centre of the ground. The Pivots launched a 
steady attack and the Melbourne defence led by Sillett and McKie had to work hard to keep them out. Geelong’s 
superiority was apparent when it approached goal by exchanging marks with ‘cool audacity’. Melbourne’s Will 
Sandilands and Lamrock tried to break this iron grip, but Jimmy Wilson was always waiting on the defensive 
side of the centre to renew Geelong’s attacks. Melbourne was obstinate in defence though and refused to give 
Geelong the space it needed to take the lead. Half time was called with Melbourne 1.1 to Geelong 1.7. The Reds 
had held their own in the first half, but it had taken a lot out of them.
For the first five to ten minutes of the second half Melbourne put in a supreme effort to take control of the 
game, but its heroic attempt to regain the lead only garnered three behinds. Geelong then completely took over 
and resumed the dominance it showed at the end of the first half. Melbourne was soon backed into a corner 
from where there was no escape. At the 12-minute mark Watt kicked long into the goal face where the ball hit 
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the ground and out of the ensuing scrimmage Bob Booth (who was best on the ground) smartly put Geelong 
ahead for the first time. Then Douglass made a magnificent run and dodged numerous players before shooting 
just wide from 50 metres. He followed this great rush by almost immediately grabbing Geelong’s third goal. Ten 
minutes later Booth made it four and Douglass followed with a wonderful kick from 45 metres for a fifth goal. 
Geelong therefore achieved a comprehensive victory scoring 5.12 to 1.4. They were faster, cleverer and more 
talented than their metropolitan rivals. Peter Pindar stated: ‘They play as well together and little mark as well 
as Carlton or Hotham; they pick up the ball and mark as surely as Melbourne, and kick farther and straighter, 
and they are fleeter of foot than Essendon. They are very cool and quick-witted, never lose a chance, and never 
seem to tire’ (Australasian, 12/10/1878). The Pivots thus claimed their first VFA premiership and began the most 
brilliant era in the club’s history. Geelong also finally broke the shackles of its provincial status as its performance 
now demanded that it be considered on equal terms with metropolitan teams.
Geelong’s premiership also announced the end of Melbourne and Carlton’s dominance of Victorian football. 
Indeed over the next twenty-five years the Reds and Blues would only win one premiership between them, while 
Geelong secured seven, and South Melbourne and Essendon collected five each. T.P. Power in The Footballer, 
1878, recognised this shift in power and argued it was time to dispense with determining the premiership only 
according to relative results between Melbourne and Carlton. He believed it was now appropriate to introduce 
a system ‘of scoring for the premiership by points, either so many points for each game won, or for each goal 
won, and it would be found that at the end of a season a general excellence would be necessary to entitle it to 
a position’ (The Footballer, 1878, p. 96).
As for the undefeated Geelong, the press was unanimous: they were the best football team that had yet 
seen the light of day. The kudos was considerable. T.P. Power stated, ‘it may safely be said that for all-round 
excellence of play, kicking, running and dodging, their equals have never trod a Victorian turf’ (The Footballer, 
p. 94). Peter Pindar of the Australasian claimed ‘Geelong has proved its unmistakable superiority ... Its play, 
taken throughout, is almost faultless, and certainly on a par with the very best ever shown by a Victorian club’ 
(Australasian, 12/10/1878). Geelong celebrated its premiership victory with a complimentary dinner at Mack’s 
Hotel in Geelong. There were 150 guests, including captains from some other senior clubs. President Reid 
described the brief history of the club and believed that the players’ colonial character was a chip off the (British) 
old block, and that this was the key to their success. He was also ‘glad to see that the same feeling animated 
the players of the Geelong club that animated the British soldiers under the Duke of Wellington, at the battle of 
Salamanca. They supported their chief, and by united and determined action they pulled through, and scored 
victory after victory’ (Geelong Advertiser, 21/10/1878) 
At Geelong’s AGM at the beginning of 1879 the club claimed its success was due to good training, a united 
membership, superiority in game playing and good generalship. Melbourne had been outclassed in the play-off, 
and on overall results, should have been lower on the table. After the 1878 play-off the Reds went into a steady 
decline and would not be a premiership contender for another decade or so. On form, Carlton was probably the 
runner-up, and would be up to the challenge again in 1879. Hotham, Essendon, West Melbourne, Albert Park 
and St Kilda followed the top three teams. There was no official champion of the colony, but the best players in 
various positions were mentioned in the Australasian, though these only referred to metropolitan teams. Pindar 
named Carlton’s George Coulthard, Hotham’s Joe Traynor and Melbourne’s “Toppy” Longden as top followers. 
Billy McLean from Hotham, Jim McKie from Melbourne and Billy Goer from Carlton were amongst the best 
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defenders. As for goal kickers Carlton’s Coulthard won out with 18 goals and Arthur Christey from Geelong 
finished next with 15 goals.
Of the juniors, Peter Pindar deemed Hawthorn to be the best, followed by Hotham United, South Melbourne 
and Carlton United. In the Geelong District Barwon was caught in a nether world being considered neither a 
senior nor junior club. North Geelong and Chilwell played off for the junior premiership in October. This game 
ended in a draw when Chilwell walked off the field after a brawl. North Geelong claimed to be the best but 
Chilwell responded by offering to play anyone at anytime to decide the premiership. It seems that North Geelong 
won the argument in the end. Ballarat was considered to be the best club in that district. 
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As was the custom, the club secretaries met in late April at Nissen’s café in the city to arrange the season’s 
fixtures, and the VFA Annual Meeting followed in early May. The Association announced that the first inter-
colonial match between Victoria and South Australia would take place in July, and in August, electric light was 
used to illuminate the first night games. Most of the big matches were now played on the cricket grounds as 
they provided better facilities and views of the play. There were some rumblings that admission charges took 
the game away from the people, but others claimed that it ‘greatly improved the social tone of the game and 
materially benefited both playing clubs and ground owners’ (The Footballer, 1879, p. 92). In order to prevent 
money corrupting the game the Australasian’s Peter Pindar proposed that profits from matches be directed to 
charities. South Melbourne was welcomed as a new senior and joined Albert Park, Carlton, Essendon, Hotham, 
Melbourne, St Kilda, West Melbourne and Geelong in this rank. There were now two senior clubs in the Emerald 
Hill area, but Geelong had one less representative after Barwon amalgamated with juniors Chilwell. This was 
the official end of Geelong’s greatest rival and a massive decline for a club that only two years previously had 
claimed to be the best team in the colony. In time, Geelong grudgingly accepted a few ex-Barwon players as 
new members, but preferred to have nothing to do with that ‘disreputable’ club.
Jimmy Wilson replaced Tommy Austin as captain of the premiers, but vice-captain Jack Sandilands remained 
in charge of training and the team continued to develop its precise teamwork. In the 1930s journalist Donald 
McDonald stated that the “Pride of the Pivot” was ‘the first team to realize in Australian football that playing 
for position was a better way of improving its pace than running with the ball; that the only real test of pace 
was the length of the ground covered by the ball, but not necessarily the players, in the fastest possible time. It 
brought strategy, with its brains and its method, into the game’ (The Argus, 15/8/1931). Geelong was a powerful 
combination, and the only player of note who departed was Harry Upton (to Melbourne). The Pivots recruited 
freely from Geelong Grammar whose students, like those at Geelong College, were mostly fanatical Geelong 
supporters. After being thumped in the 1878 premiership play-off Melbourne recruited with a will in a bid to 
claim a VFA premiership. The club supplemented its list with players from private schools. Melbourne’s biggest 
recruits were champion follower Murdoch McKenzie from Ballarat and goal sneak Upton from Geelong. It also 
obtained experienced defender Henry Oakley from St Kilda and Frank Power from West Melbourne. Carlton 
raided the junior clubs for recruits. Most didn’t stay long, but Dick Frayne, Tim Maloney and Harry Wilson proved 
to be fine footballers and were regulars into the 1880s. The Blues however lost the valuable “Lock” Bracken 
who returned to Albert Park. His brother Billy, and Alf “Topsy” Waldron, left for South Australian club Norwood. 
They were part of a group of fine VFA players who departed to Norwood because of the economic recession in 
Victoria during 1878-1879.
1879
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The seaside clubs Albert Park and St Kilda were in decline. Albert Park welcomed back “Lock” Bracken, 
but lost Jack Lowe and Joe “Curly” Pollock to Norwood. Jim Slight moved to umpiring and John Spain went to 
neighbours South Melbourne. St Kilda lost its best players Herb Bryant, “Jumbo” Carter, Fred Hughes and Alfred 
Walker to Essendon. Essendon’s list was being turned over as its foundation players began to move on. Under 
ambitious and energetic secretary, Alex McCracken, the club was on the lookout to recruit experienced senior 
players and added Hotham’s Paddy Lacey to the St Kilda contingent. Hotham recruited W. Manley from Barwon, 
and Thomas Nash now gave the northerners a try after stints at Carlton Imperial, Albert Park and Carlton. Other 
new men included Arthur Ley and Joe Shaw from juniors Hotham United, and they proved to be very capable 
players. Ley later captained North and Footscray, and Shaw was a fine follower and later served with distinction 
as a VFA umpire. West Melbourne replaced players lost to other senior clubs with juniors.
The official start of the season was on May 3, and for the first three weeks of the season most senior clubs 
played junior teams. These matches were in fact talent hunting and poaching sessions for the big clubs, as the 
Australasian reported: ‘The season opened with matches by senior clubs against juniors at odds, partly with the 
view of discovering any latent talent, which might otherwise be left to “blush unseen, and waste its sweetness on 
the desert air”’ (10/5/1879). The junior clubs did not appreciate the loss of their best talent, as the exodus would 
sometimes include captains who were elected in April and were gone by mid-May. This was bad enough, but 
the senior clubs also took the lion’s share of gate takings in such matches. 
The first big senior match was played on May 17 between 1878 runners-up Melbourne and new boys South 
Melbourne. The MCG was in fine condition as ‘the turf had received the attentions of some hundreds of sheep 
during the week, [so] no complaint could be made of the length of the grass’ (Australasian, 24/5/1878). In a goalless 
first half Jim Gibson led a stubborn South defence that successfully absorbed the Reds’ pressure. Melbourne’s best 
chance to goal fell to Bob Sillett whose magnificent kick from 70 metres just failed to make the distance. In the 
second half, South took the initiative, but Melbourne eventually reclaimed it, and Upton, after missing an earlier 
attempt from a difficult angle, finally opened the locals’ account. Lempriere made the game safe for Melbourne 
soon after with another goal. New recruit Murdoch McKenzie for Melbourne and South’s Moad were best.
Matches on the Queen’s Birthday did not provide any surprises. Carlton and Melbourne thrashed North 
Western District and Sandhurst respectively. The other senior clubs also defeated provincial opposition. The 
biggest game was between premiers Geelong and Hotham. This was the first of the popular annual Queens 
Birthday meetings between these two that continued for fourteen years and provided some brilliant contests. 
The teams met on a wet and heavy East Melbourne Cricket Ground in front of a modest crowd of 2,500. Hotham 
put up a sterling effort and made the Pivots fight hard all day. There were no goals in the first half, but the 
champions, with majors from Christey and Thomson, eventually triumphed. The Pivots’ Percy Douglass was best 
on the ground, and Jimmy and Billy Wilson were also excellent. Frank Lording and Tom Nash were best for 
Hotham. The Australasian assessed Geelong after the game:
The great strength of the Geelong team undoubtedly lies in its forward and following play; the back is 
not so good. I really must acknowledge I have rarely seen such magnificent forward play in any team, 
past or present. Further, every man keeps his place and plays to his neighbour; and the team may be 
said to resemble a piece of perfect mechanism, in which every part has its work assigned, and does it. 
Australasian, 31/5/1879
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The following week saw the first full batch of senior matches. At the South Melbourne Cricket Ground, Carlton 
was much too good for Albert Park and gained its first senior win of the season. The Park started with the 
breeze and scored an early behind, but the game then turned into a battle of defences until Gunn put Carlton 
into the lead. Coulthard then had an obvious goal disallowed by the Albert Park goal umpire, but Blues’ captain 
Jack Gardiner let the matter rest. A goal to the good at half time Carlton looked forward to making the most of 
the wind in the second period, which it did in fine style. J. Rickards collected two goals and Coulthard scored 
another. Coulthard’s goal came about after a bit of tactical cleverness from the champion:
One of the most successful stratagems yet introduced for securing goals was admirably worked by 
Coulthard and Gunn, the former worked the ball up to Gunn, the goal-sneak, who at once made a 
feint to run for goal but suddenly wheeled round and kicked the ball into Coulthard’s hands, who 
was just waiting to receive it, when, of course, there was a free shot for goal by Coulthard, the Alberts 
meanwhile standing looking on at the cool operation like a lot of demented geese. 
The Record and Emerald Hill and Sandridge Advertiser, 6/6/1879
Carlton secured a four-nil win. Coulthard was Carlton’s best as was Harry Latchford for the Parkites. 
At the MCG a crowd of 6-7,000 saw Melbourne play Hotham. The Reds kept the ball in their forward half for 
the first ten minutes until Lempriere passed to Longden whose fine shot from 45 metres went very close, but was 
touched on the line. Patterson led a hard working Hotham defence until the tide changed when “Fly” Fuhrhop 
wriggled free and passed to Jimmy Robertson, who kicked the visitor’s first goal. In the second hour Melbourne 
was first to go forward, but Cook, who had missed three shots at goal in the first half, missed twice more. The 
Hotham defence was under siege but the Reds could not press home their advantage. Cook marked again, but 
instead of risking another failure he passed to Longden, who went to Lempriere, who kicked the equalising 
goal. Unlucky Melbourne dominated the rest of the game, but could not secure the winner. Towards the end 
Hotham kicked to the boundary line to relieve the pressure and to soak up time, and was able to hold out for a 
draw. Melbourne’s good start to the season had received a slight check, but Ballarat recruit Murdoch McKenzie 
continued to be its best performer, whilst Tom Nash was Hotham’s best. South Melbourne made up for its loss to 
Melbourne with an excellent win over St Kilda. There was quite a rivalry between Essendon and West Melbourne 
(that had begun in their junior days), and on this occasion, after an even first half, West Melbourne got up with 
a goal to Frank Conway. Surprisingly, at this stage of the year, South and West Melbourne were ahead of the rest 
of the field for senior results. However, in overall games Carlton and Melbourne were leading the pack. Carlton 
won its first five games and looked to have recovered its 1877 form. West Melbourne and Geelong were not far 
behind, and South Melbourne, Essendon, Albert Park and Hotham were holding their own.
On June 7 Carlton broke a four-game losing streak against the old enemy when it secured a slashing four-
goal win over their previously undefeated rivals on the MCG. Champion George Coulthard was Carlton’s most 
valuable asset and was rampant in another best on ground performance. Carlton’s handy rover Paddy Gunn 
added two goals. Follower “Toppy” Longden and defender Harry Downes fought hard, but Melbourne was 
never in the hunt. South Melbourne was on a roll and put Essendon to the sword by three goals to nil. South’s 
June form was excellent and its results put them into the top three with Geelong and Carlton as teams headed 
towards the halfway mark of the season. Hotham was very disappointing in its loss to West Melbourne. The 
latter continued to surprise with some strong performances. Albert Park and St Kilda defeated junior opposition.
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On June 14 Carlton and Geelong played the match of the season at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Carlton had breezed through its opening fixtures and collected six wins from six games. Geelong also had a 
100 per cent record, but from just three matches. There was intense public interest in this major test of the 
competition heavyweights, and bookmakers were doing a brisk trade at the ground. Geelong beat Hotham on 
the Queen’s Birthday, but Carlton was seen as a real chance to lower the premier’s colours. Before the game 
however a journalist noted that as the two teams practised ‘the Geelong players seemed to be possessed of 
more skill in passing the ball from one to another than their opponents, and this skill stood them in good stead 
against the determined and vigorous play of the Carlton team’ (The Argus, 16/6/1879). Geelong did all the early 
attacking, but it took 10 minutes before it secured its first behind, and Carlton quickly replied with a couple of 
their own. The Pivots then began to slip into gear and with great agility and athleticism played a powerful little 
marking game. Carlton countered with little Joe Henry’s shot, which scraped the post. Geelong was a little better 
though and the work of Sandilands and Billy Wilson brought the ball to Steve Fairbairn who booted the Pivot’s 
first goal. Geelong led at half time but Carlton had made them work very hard for it. Tough defender George 
Watson was one of Geelong’s best on the day and was keeping Coulthard relatively quiet. These two were not 
on friendly terms and Watson threatened to “get” Coulthard when the teams left the field at half time.
Carlton set to work at the beginning of the next half and Gunn and Coulthard were particularly prominent. 
Coulthard missed a good chance to goal, as did Henry, but Carlton kept working with ‘unabated vigour’. The 
Blues had mettle but didn’t have any luck and Geelong scored a second goal, which just about put the game 
beyond doubt. Shortly afterwards Coulthard kicked a goal for the Blues after receiving a doubtful free kick. 
Carlton strove to equalise, but Geelong maintained control and won 2.9 to 1.12 in a game the Australasian 
described as ‘one of the best, if not the very best match ever seen here’ (21/6/1879). A poet also wrote that the 
game paid tribute to the nationalist spirit:
Played! Forty for ever! A better game never
Was fought to the finish, as all have allowed;
For marking and kicking for “hard-to-it-sticking.”
Each man for the Twenty, and not for the crowd.
One thing we rely on, if foes should e’er try on
A game that is sterner than football to view,
When bullets are flying and comrades are dying,
Our boys to the bright ‘Southern Cross’ will be true. 
The Footballer, 1879, p. 69
Geelong had been excellent once again in collecting its fourth win of the season, and proved its superiority over 
the Blues, who were left to ponder the lessons from their first loss of the season.
In an astonishing game at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground Albert Park inflicted the heaviest defeat in 
Melbourne FC’s history. Both teams had lost to Carlton so the game presented an opportunity for one of them to 
recover some ground. The Parkites won the toss, kicked with a reasonable breeze, and began a sustained assault 
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on Melbourne’s defence. The Park placed additional men in its forward line, and this strategy worked extremely 
well. For despite the best efforts of Bob Sillett and company, Harry Latchford soon registered the Park’s first 
goal from an angle with a splendid place kick. This buoyed the Park considerably and it played some superb 
team football and a perfect little marking game. George Slatter and Swift registered goals two and three before 
Melbourne had a chance to draw breath. Sillett responded by demanding a count of the Albert Park players, 
but they did not have any extra men on the ground (for his troubles Sillett was jeered by the home crowd). 
Regaining their composure the Reds fought back, but when “Lock” Bracken scored a superb fourth goal for the 
locals, Melbourne was in very serious trouble. At half time the game was all over as the Parkites had accumulated 
a staggering five-goal lead. In the second half “Toppy” Longden and Murdoch McKenzie tried to kick start a 
Melbourne revival, and the Reds explored every possible avenue to goal, but to no avail. Albert Park’s captain 
Chris Thomas was leading the side with some magnificent play, and he brilliantly marshalled his defenders, 
who were particularly effective at spoiling Melbourne’s marking. The Reds were reduced to impotency and a 
humiliating six-nil reverse. Melbourne’s second loss in a row was disastrous and it desperately needed some wins 
before the premiership was well and truly out of its grasp. In other games, South Melbourne won the game of 
the minnows against West Melbourne to maintain its place in the top three, while St Kilda and Essendon drew.
On June 21 Essendon stymied Melbourne’s hopes of getting back on track by gaining a two-all draw at the 
MCG. The two Longdens did best for Melbourne as did Tom Chadwick for Essendon. Melbourne had recorded 
only one win out of five games against senior clubs and was in danger of slipping to its lowest place since its 
formation. Hotham secured its first win of the year at Albert Park. Jim Walker and “Fly” Fuhrhop did well for the 
Hothamites, as did Minchin and Jimmy Young for the Park. Other seniors played lesser opponents: West beat 
East Melbourne, South defeated Hotham United, and St Kilda lost to Toorak. Carlton easily defeated a Wimmera 
District combination that included players from Horsham, Murtoa, Warracknabeal, Sheephills and Ararat.
Geelong hosted its first visitor from the capital on June 28 when Melbourne arrived to play at Corio Oval in 
front of 3,000 people. This match was held on a rectangular ground, which showers of rain had made extremely 
slippery. Geelong gained a big advantage when it won the toss and began with a solid breeze behind it. The 
Pivots were persistent and kicked four behinds in the first 10 minutes. Melbourne broke the siege on a couple 
of occasions and worked against the wind by kicking towards the left-hand corner of the field, but Sandilands 
and Douglass would inevitably put Geelong back into attack and Stiffe soon kicked the locals’ first goal. Geelong 
tightened its stranglehold after this and dominated with systematic team play. It seemed as if the Reds were still 
spooked by their loss to the Pivots in the 1878 Play-Off for its game was riddled with mistakes. Longden (who 
was having a rare bad day) and Booth constantly tried to get themselves out of trouble by resorting to hand play, 
but this tactic invariably came unstuck and they were easily dispossessed. Melbourne made the odd counter-
attack, but Fairbairn soon put through Geelong’s second goal. At half time Geelong led 2.15 to 0.0. Melbourne 
was much better in the next half. The Reds scored three behinds early on, and then Bob Sillett was desperately 
unlucky when his shot for goal hit the post. This occurred at a critical juncture of the game and might have made 
a big difference because Melbourne was on top at this stage and might have gained some additional momentum. 
However, no more goals were added and Geelong had now seen off Melbourne, Carlton and Hotham. The 
premiers looked set to repeat their 1878 success.
South Melbourne proved that it was the real deal when it defeated visitors Carlton (its first win against that 
club). The Blues couldn’t take a trick in a match in which Kellett’s solitary goal proved to be the winner. Carlton 
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had a bad day and was very unhappy about the treatment it received from the South Melbourne team and its 
supporters. It was a big blow for the Blues who were still coming to terms with their loss to Geelong two weeks 
earlier. South now crept past them into second place (relative to other performers in senior contests). Albert Park 
came a cropper against Sandridge Juniors at home when it lost two-one. It was Sandridge’s first game against a 
senior team and it did very well indeed. St Kilda defeated East Melbourne with goals from the Turnbull brothers. 
By the end of June, Geelong was the only undefeated team, but South Melbourne had won five of six senior 
contests. West Melbourne had three wins from four games and Carlton had only two wins from four senior 
contests. Melbourne was having a poor season by its standards and its six games had only yielded one win, but 
that was against South Melbourne. Albert Park, Hotham, Essendon and St Kilda made up the rest.
A big crowd of 10,000 people watched the first inter-colonial contest between Victoria and South Australia 
at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground on Separation Day (July 1). A few days before, the Victorians held a 
practice match against an Essendon/Hotham combination to fine tune its line-up. South Australia was better 
prepared than the Victorians, but the latter was still much too strong. Carlton’s Jack Gardiner captained the Vics 
and Alf McMichael the South Australians (which had seven ex-Victorians in their ranks). Victoria had the best of 
the early play although the visitors fought stubbornly to hold them off. The crow eaters teamed well and were 
very fast, but were also light and easily brushed aside by a heavier and more committed Victorian side. Dave 
Rannard (West Melbourne) and George Coulthard were excellent and led a number of attacks that resulted in 
Coulthard’s goal at the 12-minute mark. The South Australians countered, but eventually Coulthard, who was 
everywhere, marked from 60 metres out and slotted goal number two. The Victorians were now in charge and 
Coulthard fed Paddy Gunn for the home side’s third goal. Defender Jim Gibson (South Melbourne) drifted down 
the ground and grabbed number four. Followers Joe Traynor and Billy Bracken worked hard to get the South 
Australians back into the game, but they could only add behinds. At the start of the second half Traynor worked 
the ball to McMichael who missed a good chance to score South Australia’s first goal. Coulthard then made a 
magnificent run up the ground while being shepherded by Murdoch McKenzie (Melbourne). The Vics continued 
to dominate and Jimmy Young (Albert Park) booted the seventh and last goal for Victoria after a generous pass 
from Coulthard. So, the first inter-colonial contest ended with a substantial Victorian victory: 7.14 to 0.8. In a 
very good team performance Coulthard was best on the ground and was well supported by Rannard, Gardiner 
and Bob Sillett. For South Australia, ex-Carltonian Alf McMichael was best as were Joe Pollock, Lou Suhard and 
Joe Traynor.
In the return match on July 5 the South Australians gave Victoria a much tougher assignment, although once 
again the home side triumphed. This game was played according to South Australian rules of which the main 
difference was that ‘... slinging is permitted, or, in other words, that players are permitted to seize an opponent 
who has the ball in possession round the neck and throw him down’ (The Age, 7/7/1879). The visitors put 
considerable pressure on the Victorian defence at the start of the game, but once again failed to make the most 
of their opportunities. Billy Bracken missed a simple chance when only 15 metres from goal, and then against 
the run of play, Harry Cooper (Ballarat) scored the Vic’s first goal. He followed this up with a freak effort when 
he side-kicked the ball through while running along the goal line. The Victorians thus went to half time with 
a two-goal break. Any hope that the South Australians had of getting back into the game quickly evaporated 
when Coulthard collected a third goal for the home side shortly after the re-start. After some hard and bustling 
work, Bracken kicked the visitors’ first goal. Play was even after this and the South Australians offered stubborn 
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resistence until just before time when Matt Minchin goaled for Victoria. The final score was 4.9 to 1.4. Once 
again, Coulthard was Victoria’s best as were Pollock and Traynor for the visitors. Three days later the South 
Australians played Ballarat on a wet and heavy Western Oval. This game ended in a nil-all draw.
In other games on July 5 Geelong hosted Essendon for the first time. The visiting tyros did very well and used 
their pace to good effect. Geelong was far superior, but this led to some problems. The Pivots were completely 
dominant in the first half, and at one point most of the Geelong players had drifted down the ground to press 
home the advantage. While massed forward the locals were caught out by the cleverness of the defending 
Essendonians, for they moved the ball rapidly up the ground to unguarded goal sneak Abe Goding, who secured 
a goal. Despite this shrewd stratagem, Geelong led at half-time 2.15 to 1.0 and went on to win three-two. George 
Watson and Jimmy Wilson were best for the premiers. After this game, Geelong left for Adelaide. In South 
Australia the Pivots impressed all and sundry with their great play and returned with an enhanced reputation and 
the nickname “The Invincibles”. An Adelaide reporter noted that
Taken altogether they could not be called a heavy team, but they exhibit great muscular development. 
Their great strength seemed to be thorough organization and a splendid knowledge of the game ... 
[during a game they showed] marked fleetness of foot, whilst they were always on the ball, and never 
lost an opportunity by showing their great ability to kick with either foot. Their punting and marking 
were also much admired, and the skill with which they passed the ball from one to another proved 
that they had reached a state of great perfection in playing the game. 
The South Australian Advertiser, 21/7/1879
Geelong defeated Victorian, Port Adelaide, Norwood and a Combined SA side by a collective tally of 19 goals to 
one. Arthur Christey kicked four of those goals.
On July 12 South Melbourne continued its fine season by recording a win over Essendon at Flemington. 
Bob Hutton’s goal was enough to see South through. West Melbourne returned to the winner’s circle with a 
ruthless demolition of St Kilda. The Saints were now clearly struggling to put a competitive outfit onto the 
field. Melbourne met Carlton for the second time, at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground, but although the 
Reds put in a much bigger effort they were still unable to defeat the Blues. Melbourne led at half time with a 
goal to Bob Sillett, but Alex Ford equalised for Carlton in the second. Two of the best followers in the colony, 
“Toppy” Longden and George Coulthard did well for their respective sides. A minor controversy occurred when 
Melbourne’s Fred Baker was censured by the VFA for wearing projecting nails on his boots. 
While Geelong was in Adelaide, Carlton got back into its stride by beating Essendon by a whopping ten 
goals to one on the Prince’s Oval on July 19. This was a record score in a senior match. The first half was even, 
but the second saw a hapless Essendon completely crumble as Paddy Gunn, in a best on ground performance, 
kicked three goals, as did Coulthard. Melbourne also had a healthy victory, but it was gained at the expense of 
juniors East Melbourne. East Melbourne’s poor game was in part due to the fact that it agreed to play Melbourne 
at the last minute. Melbourne’s return match against South Melbourne fell through when these clubs couldn’t 
agree on a venue. When the opportunity to play Melbourne arose, the Easterners dumped an exasperated 
Hawthorn, which was all set to play. West Melbourne and Hotham met in a controversial game at Royal Park. 
Hotham thought it had the winner with a shot from goal sneak Robert Sutcliffe. The goal umpire however called 
“No goal” as he believed it had gone the wrong side of the post. The Hotham supporters were furious and hurled 
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abuse at the official. In his terror he changed his mind and called a goal. West Melbourne was appalled and 
promptly abandoned the game. A week or so later the VFA declared the game a draw.
In the only all-senior match on July 26 West Melbourne had a second successive nil-all draw, this time against 
Albert Park. Carlton slipped up against juniors East Melbourne by drawing on the Prince’s Oval. Melbourne 
convincingly beat juniors Williamstown. Hotham defeated Maryborough, South Melbourne beat South Yarra 
Standard and St Kilda lost to juniors Hawthorn. By the end of July, Geelong was regnant at the top of the table 
in all matches with ten wins from ten games, but South Melbourne could congratulate itself on a magnificent 
achievement as it was in second place with only one loss in eleven games. Although on paper South and West 
Melbourne were doing better than Carlton, it was generally acknowledged that Carlton was the best side in the 
capital. Geelong of course was already recognised as the colony’s supremo, but some in the Metropolis hoped 
that the Pivots’ colours might still be lowered at some point. Hotham and Melbourne were next in line, while 
Albert Park, St Kilda and Essendon made up the numbers. Coulthard led the goal kicking with eleven, but 
Geelong’s Arthur Christey was only one goal back.
At the beginning of August South Melbourne finally gained an opportunity to test its worth against Geelong, 
but lost in a one-sided contest. A modest crowd of 1,000 at Corio Oval saw Geelong start brilliantly when after 
just two minutes Sandilands’ kick put it ahead when the ball bounced over the goalkeeper’s head and went 
through goal. The Pivots dominated the rest of the half but only scored behinds. The second half was much like 
the first, Douglass kicked Geelong’s second goal and the Pivots peppered the big sticks without further success. 
South Melbourne was never in the contest as Geelong won 2.26 to 0.3. Jimmy Wilson, having a fine season in 
his first year as skipper, shared the honours with Val. Pearson, while Bob Hutton and Kellett did best for the 
Southerners. South had been completely outmatched by the Geelong juggernaut and it was obvious that no one 
could stand in the way of the Pivots’ bid for back-to-back premierships.
Four to five thousand turned up at the MCG to see one of Melbourne’s best performances of the season 
against Hotham. Melbourne’s form had been patchy, but Hotham was doing much worse, although it did hold 
Melbourne to a draw earlier in the year. The game began at an even pace and sides were still settling in when 
Lamrock kicked the ball forward to Murdoch McKenzie who picked it up and had it through the goals like a 
shot. Sillett then booted a second goal, and before long John McDonald kicked a third. Just when things looked 
hopeless for Hotham, “Fly” Fuhrhop passed to Arthur Ley who kicked a fine goal from a difficult angle. At half-
time Melbourne led 3.8 to 1.1. In the second half Hotham had some early chances before McDonald kicked 
Melbourne’s fourth goal. Walker hit back for Hotham, but McKenzie secured number five and the Reds placed a 
convincing victory under their belt. This win also provided a welcome boost to Melbourne’s confidence, and it 
needed it, for it had to face Geelong on August 9. After an even first half, Carlton finished two goals to the good 
at St Kilda. The Blues scored more than two goals but St Kilda’s goal umpire saw things differently. At the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground Essendon and West Melbourne played an exciting one-all draw. West Melbourne was 
now in the middle of the most successful period in its brief history. It had won its first five games and then six 
from seven, and lost only one of its first eleven matches of the season.
On Tuesday August 5 Collingwood Artillery and East Melbourne Volunteers played the second match under 
lights in the history of football. The first was actually played in June between two minor clubs called Thornton 
and Te Aro. The second game was organised by Professor Pepper and Lieutenant Draper of the Engineer Corps. 
Eight thousand paying patrons went to the MCG to see the Volunteers win. Bands played throughout the evening 
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in what was a major social event. The illumination was not particularly bright, but it was agreed to play another 
night game with the assistance of an electric light used by the Gipps Land railway works. This went ahead on the 
night of August 13 when Carlton defeated Melbourne in a non-premiership contest. The night was not a success. 
At one point the white match ball burst and there was no replacement. The match then continued with a normal 
match ball, which players and spectators found difficult to see.
On August 9, 12,000 spectators flocked to the MCG for the big match between Melbourne and premiers 
Geelong. The Reds had a chance to avenge the play-off defeat in 1878, but did not avail itself of the opportunity 
because the Pivots ran rings around them all day. Within sixteen seconds of the start Steve Fairbairn ran into an 
open goal to record Geelong’s first major. This knocked Melbourne for six but it responded in the right spirit by 
dominating the next five minutes during which Sillett scored Melbourne’s first behind. George Watson showed 
how it was done when he kicked Geelong’s second goal from 60 metres and the visitors were two goals up 
after ten minutes. The Pivots now completely outplayed Melbourne in all facets of the game. When Stiffe booted 
Geelong’s third goal after 20 minutes Melbourne panicked and Bob Sillett, Fred Baker and Frank Crohan all tried 
desperately to make some impact for the home side. However, additional goals from Douglass and Watt gave 
Geelong five goals after only 35 minutes and the game was all over. Like every other club, Melbourne failed to 
cope with Geelong’s brilliant champions and peerless team play. The club changed the way football was played 
because it planned intricate tactics and kept the game fast and open. One of their plans was to
dash off with the ball around the wing, then suddenly punt it high and hard almost at right angles 
towards the centre. The man who kicked dashed in with the ball, and generally reached the spot where 
it fell. Other players came in if it were near the half-line, and outnumbered their rivals for an instant, 
and either rushed the ball right into the goal or played it out at right angles again, sometimes to the 
opposite wing. It was a long time before the others found the stop for it. 
Donald McDonald, “Observer,” The Argus, 7/9/1923
This ‘zigzag’ switch of play tactic was also used to lure opponents into running towards where they thought the 
ball was going to land, but it was then quickly passed on by a Geelong player to the other side of the ground 
where team mates were waiting in empty space. Melbourne could not cope with these innovative tactics, and 
things didn’t get much better for the Reds in the second half. Geelong teamed together superbly and although 
Jack Booth was able to goal for the locals, Geelong answered with three goals. When time was called the 
premiers had obtained a slashing win by a seven-goal margin. Melbourne had suffered the worst defeat in its 
history, even outdoing its woeful performance against Albert Park in June. Jimmy Wilson led the way once 
again for the Pivots and was well backed up by Fairbairn and Watson. Will Sandilands was best for Melbourne. 
The Australasian reported, ‘all in all, such play as the Geelong men exhibited on Saturday last has rarely been 
witnessed on a Victorian playing field’ (9/8/1879). Geelong’s emphatic victory sent a shudder through any other 
side that still entertained the idea that it could be stopped. Only Carlton could claim to be a credible challenger, 
but it was obvious that the Pivots were head and shoulders above any other team in the colony.
Carlton warmed up for its forthcoming match with the Pivots when it brushed West Melbourne aside. It was a 
welcome return to form for the Blues who inflicted a record defeat on the westerners. Coulthard and Billy Goer 
were best for Carlton as was Dave Rannard for West Melbourne. In the other match of consequence Essendon 
obtained its first senior win of the year over Hotham at Flemington. The contrast in playing styles between the 
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sides was described by The Age: ‘While Hotham shone in long kicks and in little marks, Essendon excelled in 
running with the ball and assisting one another’ (11/8/1879). On this occasion Essendon’s style proved superior 
as it won with goals to “Jumbo” Carter and Abe Goding. Fred Hughes was best for Essendon as was Jim Walker 
for Hotham.
Rain marred matches played in Melbourne and Geelong on August 16. West Melbourne had the pleasure 
of travelling to Corio Oval for its turn to be beaten by the champions, but West’s acting captain Dave Rannard 
developed an insurance plan. Before the game started Geelong agreed that in the event of rain the game would 
be called a draw. As with all clubs who visited the Pivot, West Melbourne was soon taking a battering but as rain 
arrived Rannard and his team walked away with a result no other Melbourne club had achieved against Geelong 
in 1879: a draw. Essendon was buoyant after its win over Hotham, but was no match for an in-form Carlton side 
that kicked three goals in a rain-shortened match. Coulthard and George Robertson were best for Carlton as was 
follower Fred James for the Dons. In other matches, South Melbourne recovered from its reverse at Geelong with 
a slim victory over juniors Hotham United. Albert Park, St Kilda and Hotham all drew with junior opponents.
Geelong crushed Hotham in a fiery contest at Corio Oval on August 23. Hotham began on the wrong foot 
when it rolled up with Shaw from Hotham United in its team. As he had played for another club Geelong 
complained, but Hotham refused to play without him. The visitors then became very physical in an attempt to 
put Geelong off its game and threw in a bit of rabbiting and tripping for good measure. The Hotham-appointed 
central umpire didn’t seem to realise that these tactics were illegal and Geelongs’ players became quite alarmed. 
At half time the Pivots led by two goals, and in the second half booted another five. When things got nasty 
George Watson was always to the fore for the Pivots. Sooner or later a fight was bound to break out, which it 
did when Tom Nash hit Watson in retaliation for a fall he had received at that player’s hands. Watson’s response 
was immediate and brutal as he punched Nash in the right eye and the nose. Watson was then set upon and 
‘appeared to be striking at anything resembling a footballer’s head’ (Geelong Advertiser, 25/8/1879). The crowd 
rushed the ground and police had to restore order. The match finished in favour of the Pivots by 7.17 to 
0.5. Noble and Fairbairn did well for Geelong, but the reporter from the Geelong Advertiser would not name 
Hotham’s best as ‘The cowardly play of most of the Hothamites debars them from public praise’ (25/8/1879).
Carlton was considered the only chance to stop the Geelong juggernaut, but Melbourne got the better of its 
old adversary at the Melbourne Ground in front of the customary 10,000 barrackers. The first half was intense 
and rather rough, but neither side was able to goal, although Carlton had been the better side. Indeed, the Blues’ 
forwards failed to take advantage of the many opportunities its great team play set up. Melbourne’s play was 
more concerted in the second half and it soon paid off when John McDonald grabbed the ball from a scrimmage, 
ran in and kicked Melbourne’s first goal. Carlton soon counter-attacked and, as the ball was thrown in from 
out of bounds, John Rickards kicked the ball off the ground to put the Blues back on even terms. Both sides 
then went in for the kill, but Melbourne was having the better of the play and McDonald restored its lead after 
goaling from one of the corners of the ground. Carlton tried to get back but exhaustion set in and Melbourne 
emerged from an exciting contest with a two-one victory (although Carlton had more scoring shots). The other 
senior clubs met juniors. Albert Park beat East Melbourne, West Melbourne defeated Hotham United, and South 
Melbourne put three goals past Williamstown. The following week on August 30 Essendon well and truly put 
Melbourne out of the top three with a two-one victory. Strugglers Hotham and Albert Park played a goalless 
draw and South Melbourne lost valuable momentum at Royal Park when it was defeated by West Melbourne. 
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Best man on the ground, Edward Barnes, kicked the only goal of the game. Carlton had an easy win over juniors 
Hotham Hill.
With one month left to play undefeated Geelong was clearly the best team. The Pivots were not guaranteed 
of the premiership, but it would have to lose all remaining games including the return match against Carlton. 
This wasn’t going to happen. West Melbourne’s results looked good on paper, but Carlton was considered the 
best of the rest, despite the fact that it had lost three games, as had South Melbourne. Albert Park, Melbourne, 
Hotham, St Kilda and Essendon followed, but going on the quality of results, Melbourne was the best of these 
and St Kilda the worst. 
On September 6 Carlton took all day to shake off Albert Park and had Joe Henry’s goal to thank for a hard-
earned win. Melbourne thumped West Melbourne and John McDonald collected three goals. He and “Toppy” 
Longden were Melbourne’s best, but West Melbourne’s Leo Cussen was best on the ground. Cussen was fast and 
a great tackler, and in the 1920s looked back on his playing days. He recalled: ‘In those days we provided our 
own uniforms, boots, and cab fares, and rubbed our own shirts. Now players have such luxuries that would have 
made us gasp with astonishment’ (The Herald, 18/7/1924). Geelong had a comfortable victory over a Ballarat 
Association side at the Ballarat Reserve in front of 3,200 barrackers inside the fence, and another 2,000 outside 
the fence. South Melbourne just held off a determined Hotham with a goal to J.J. Fullarton. After struggling to 
field a team for most of the year, St Kilda disbanded.
By September 13 Geelong was universally recognised as back-to-back premiers, but Carlton travelled there 
in the hope of gaining some prestige if it could knock the champions over. On a special train from Melbourne 
700 supporters accompanied the Blues. The Carlton supporters had ‘speaking trumpets’ to cheer on the team, 
and their yells of encouragement were amplified by these instruments. Up to 7,000 spectators saw one of the 
best games of the season. Carlton was physically stronger than the Pivots, and hoped to use this to its advantage. 
Early on Geelong suffered a double blow when Billy Wilson wrenched his leg and Reid sprained his knee. These 
injuries effectively left Geelong with 18 players for most of the match. As usual Geelong started off like a bomb 
and within two minutes Percy Douglass kicked its first goal. Carlton showed character after this early reverse 
and countered with two behinds. The visitors then began to out bustle the Pivots. In response, Geelong went 
back to “science” and relied on the little marking game. The Blues invented this strategy, but the Pivots refined 
and perfected it. Carlton responded by imposing even more physical pressure in an attempt to break down this 
system. Play then see-sawed before Goer was pinged for holding the ball, and Arthur Christey dobbed Geelong’s 
second goal from the resultant free kick. Carlton now became desperate, but Henry missed a couple of good 
chances for them and Geelong had the advantage at half time. 
At the start of the second period Carlton expended considerable energy in a frantic attempt to get back on 
even terms. The Blues’ work only yielded a behind before Fairbairn put them out of their misery with Geelong’s 
third goal. After two near misses, the busy Paddy Gunn finally secured Carlton’s first goal, but the visitors still 
had a two-goal buffer. The Blues now played their best football of the game and attacked with a will, but only 
added more behinds. Put under this pressure Geelong responded like champion sides do. The locals stepped up 
another gear and displayed some superb team play. The Geelong Advertiser reported, ‘Man for man, [Geelong] 
outpaced their opponents, kicked better, and marked with precision’ (15/9/1879). This fine teamwork led to 
Stiffe’s fourth goal and Carlton’s charge was done, and then Christey finished the business when he grabbed 
number five against the exhausted Blues. Jimmy Wilson was best on the ground. “The Invincibles” produced a 
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consummate display and were so good that they made fine sides like Carlton, which lacked nothing in courage 
and determination, look very ordinary.
Albert Park proved that its earlier success against Melbourne was no fluke when it defeated the Reds again 
on the Melbourne Ground in front of 5,000 spectators. The umpire started the game with the call, ‘Off!’ The 
Melbourne team was much heavier than the slim and wiry Parkites, and the locals used this strength to good 
effect in the first half. The Park started brightly but Frank Crohan kicked Melbourne’s first goal. The visitors had 
chances to restore parity but could not make the grade and Melbourne soon went two goals up with a 50-metre 
shot from Murdoch McKenzie. The Reds led by this margin at half time and were confident of going on with 
the job in the second half. However, in a bid to pull the game out of the fire Albert Park made a number of 
positional changes. The instructions from captain Chris Thomas included the following: ‘Palmer, C. Rosser will 
support Minchin forward, whilst there will be less running with the ball and a determination to play together 
and win the game.’ (The Record and Emerald Hill and Sandridge Advertiser, 19/9/1879). This new game plan 
seemed to reinvigorate the Parkites who were soon peppering the goals. Melbourne then massed forward in an 
attempt to secure a third goal, but this only gave Thomas the opportunity to unleash his next strategy. He asked 
the team to be ready for such an occurrence and instructed them to keep their places. The Record and Emerald 
Hill and Sandridge Advertiser described the next action: ‘Now when the Melbourne were nearly all acting on 
the offensive, the ball was sent back over their heads from player to player along the wings without pause right 
up to the Melbourne goal which was almost totally undefended’ (19/9/1879). Having quickly moved the ball to 
the goal face Minchin kicked the Park’s first goal and soon added two more. Thus the Park staged a remarkable 
comeback to win the game three-two. Melbourne’s players and their supporters were in shock while the Parkites 
were clearly jubilant. The Alberts’ strategy was in fact not novel, for they merely applied a tactic that Geelong 
was expert at: catching opposition defences unawares by switching play and rapidly moving the ball up the 
ground. Generally, sides waited for the opposition players to fall back to defensive positions before taking their 
kicks at goal, but Geelong’s success in 1879 was in part due to its ability to move the ball quickly with precise 
and systematic kicking and sure marking. This never allowed opponents time to settle and opened up a clear 
passage to goal.
September 20 saw the season’s last full program of senior matches. In the most significant encounter Carlton 
thrashed South Melbourne at Prince’s Oval. The Blues led by two goals at half time, and eventually kicked 7.10 
to nil. Coulthard single-handedly took the Southerners apart and his great game was topped off with four goals. 
Melbourne also finished the season strongly by recording a solid victory over Hotham. Melbourne’s Dave Aitken 
was best man on the ground. The contest between Albert Park and Essendon was called off because the latter 
refused to play on a ground that was not enclosed. Edward Barnes collected a hat trick in West Melbourne’s 
strong win over top juniors East Melbourne. Geelong organised an end of season meeting at Schapper Point to 
celebrate the premiership. It was also suggested that the twenty senior players be presented with medals and 
other trophies.
There was a sensation on September 27 when the final match between Carlton and Melbourne was not 
played because of a series of disputes. First of all, Melbourne turned up to play with Geelong’s vice-captain 
Jack Sandilands in its ranks. Carlton objected, but Melbourne refused to budge. The Reds then responded with 
an offer — they would withdraw Sandilands if Carlton withdrew its Star of Carlton recruit Tim Maloney. Carlton 
declined the offer and then upped the ante with the threat to play Geelong captain Jimmy Wilson if Melbourne 
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played Sandilands. The Melbourne players then walked from the field and the match was called off. In a final 
bizarre twist it was found that both Maloney and Sandilands had VFA permits to play. A week later the Blues 
wiped away some of the disgrace of this churlish incident by demolishing West Melbourne eight-one. 
Geelong’s back-to-back premierships elicited unanimous praise from critics. The Pivots had now played two 
seasons without defeat, an unprecedented achievement that was part of the club’s record 44 consecutive games 
without defeat, a run that started in September 1877. Geelong had mastered the facets of team play and this 
gave it an enormous advantage over its rivals. However, the Pivots also had a class of high quality performers. 
Opposition teams just couldn’t cover a forward line that contained players of the calibre of Arthur Christey, Percy 
Douglass, Steve Fairbairn and Billy Stiffe. Added to this was a group of fine performers around the ground that 
bristled with talent, such as the Wilson brothers, Jack Sandilands and George Stephen. The Footballer stated:
[T]here can be little doubt that throughout the play of Geelong during the past Season surpassed 
anything yet exhibited by a club in Victoria, scarcely a fault being apparent in any department of the 
game … Geelong, no longer ‘Sleepy Hollow’ in a football sense, will always be a hard nut to crack ... 
its keen bracing atmosphere, unmixed with the gaieties or temptations of crowded city life, are sources 
great in themselves for developing every quality essential to a footballer. 
The Footballer, 1879, p. 93 
At times Carlton had been brilliant and gave Geelong its greatest test during the year. It did not however re-
capture the consistency of 1877 and was outclassed by the Pivots in their last meeting. The Blues were still a 
powerful combination and players like George Coulthard, Billy Goer and Paddy Gunn presented a big challenge 
for most clubs. South Melbourne had a great year and finished third. This was a stupendous effort for a first 
time senior, and was even more meritorious given that there were two teams in that district. There was no doubt 
that South Melbourne had the ambition and determination to be the very best, and after a long history of under 
achievement in the Emerald Hill district a strong club had finally appeared on the horizon. Melbourne lost a third 
of its matches and fourth place was a huge failure for that club. It would however get used to life outside the top 
three. At fifth West Melbourne had a most successful season. Albert Park and Essendon and Hotham were the 
under achievers, and Hotham had the worst year in its history by finishing “whippers-in”. The northerners list 
was strong but dissension within the ranks severely affected performances towards the end of the year. St Kilda 
had not played enough games to come under consideration.
George Coulthard was popularly regarded as the best player in the colony. The Australasian’s Peter Pindar 
claimed that he was the best: ‘there can be no two opinions as to who is entitled first mention — George 
Coulthard, of Carlton. Back, forward, or following, and nowhere out of place, the grandest player of the day, it 
is doubtful if for general excellence his equal has ever been seen in Victoria’ (Australasian, 18/10/1879). Other 
top performers during the year included Hotham’s Arthur Ley, Geelong’s rugged defender George Watson and 
Carlton follower Billy Goer. In goal kicking George Coulthard scored a record 21 goals and was well ahead 
of Geelong goal sneak Arthur Christey on 14 goals. Coulthard was also considered one of the best followers 
in the colony as was Melbourne’s Longden and McKenzie, and West Melbourne’s Dave Rannard. The two best 
defenders were Jim Gibson of South Melbourne and Jimmy Wilson from Geelong. Superior wingman included 
Melbourne’s Will Sandilands and Geelong’s Val Pearson.
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The re-constituted East Melbourne was generally considered to be the best junior club in 1879, although 
South Yarra made claims for that honour. The Orientals were ready to step back up to senior ranks, a place 
they had not held since 1876. Clifton, Toorak, Hawthorn, Star of Carlton and Hotham United were the strongest 
junior teams in their districts. North Geelong was the strongest junior in that town and Ballarat continued to be 
the best provincial club. 
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After emerging from the economic recession of the late 1870s Melbourne matured into a thriving international 
metropolis. Indeed, the 1880s proved to be the greatest decade in its history for “Marvellous Melbourne” was a 
dynamic and progressive capital with wealth, glamour and swagger. Revenue generated by gold and the growing 
pastoral, manufacturing, and financial sectors gave the city global significance, but it reached its peak when a 
massive inflow of British credit fuelled the greatest land boom in Australia’s history.
Between 1881-1885 premier James Service took advantage of an economy on the rebound and initiated a 
raft of public works that updated and expanded the colony’s infrastructures. The government invested heavily in 
the railway industry, public buildings, road construction, municipal works and water supply. Projects included 
the removal of the Melbourne Falls (near Queens St.) in 1883, and the opening of the Coode canal in 1886 to 
improve shipping access. Dams were also built at Goulburn and Lodden. The public sector was almost as large 
as the private sector so Service’s spending considerably boosted the economy. Although these investments did 
not always directly assist the manufacturing and agriculture sectors they did spur economic growth by increasing 
the demand for labour (between 1881-1889 employment rose from 43,000 to 57,000) and raising real wages. 
As Melbourne boomed it took full advantage of advances in communication technologies. These included 
telegraph (telegraph poles now lined Melbourne’s streets) and telephone operations. The Post Office also grew 
in importance as it managed a burgeoning volume of mail, and acquired private telephone services in 1886. As 
telegraph and telephone services proliferated they generated a bevy of new jobs including express messengers, 
and advertising, theatrical, telegraph and press agents. Indeed, between 1881-91 transport and communication 
services grew by an incredible 100 per cent. The number of telegraph stations in the CBD doubled between 1880 
and 1890, and by 1890 there were nearly 2,000 telephone subscribers in Melbourne and its suburbs.
Melburnians embraced other new technologies. The Victorian Electric Light Company was established in 
1880 and supplied power to the Athenaeum Hall and the new eastern market. In the same year Elizabeth Street 
was temporarily lit by arc lights. The incandescent bulb was demonstrated in 1882 and a year later electric 
lighting was installed in the Public Library. In the domestic sphere gas was a popular energy source and new 
appliances such as the gas stove were standard by the 1880s, while gas bath heaters were introduced in 1887.
Melbourne’s changing cityscape provided conspicuous evidence of the dazzling wealth that made the city 
so exciting and glamorous. Terrace housing, grand boulevards and gardens were developed throughout the city, 
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and many of Melbourne’s most admired streetscapes appeared during this time. Most of the streets were now 
paved with wooden blocks, and broad footpaths were asphalted, while underground drains replaced the wide 
gutters that once dotted the CBD. Many grand buildings were also erected, including the Town Hall (1887), St 
Paul’s cathedral (1880-1891), and the Spencer Street Railway offices (1888-1889). In addition, the west front of 
Parliament House was completed during the early 1880s, the present façade of the Queen Victoria market was 
added in 1884, and a third story was added to the GPO (1886-1889). In 1888 the new Prince’s Bridge (replacing 
the old Lennox Bridge built in 1851) spanned the Yarra and provided a major pathway into the city. Statues also 
abounded, including those celebrating the lives of Chief Justice Redmond Barry (1887) and British colonialist 
General Gordon (1889).
Melbourne also saw the construction of many high-rise buildings at this time. Hydraulic lifts enabled edifices 
to rise to three and four storeys, and with the use of steel, soon went higher. One of the best was the Australian 
Building at the northwest corner of Flinders Lane and Elizabeth Street (1888). This was comparable to American 
skyscrapers, and indeed, Melbourne was described as an “American-style” city. High-rise business blocks also 
increased the value and demand for floor space. The CBD also became divided into separate areas. The southwest 
corner had medium rent value and was used for wholesale imports. The north was the main retailing centre, and 
the high rent areas in Collins and Queen streets were dedicated to financial affairs.
As the Service government fuelled economic growth the colony’s manufacturing sector continued to prosper. 
Protectionism helped it develop export markets for agricultural machinery and heavy engineering. Victoria did 
not match the manufacturing power of Great Britain but 25 per cent of its male work force was involved in this 
sector. A wealth of new enterprises emerged that produced import-substituting items like cooking stoves and 
washing machines, which indicated that Melbourne was moving into a tertiary level of manufacturing activities. 
A number of local companies thrived in this environment. The Danks’ foundries became dominant in water 
tap making. The North Melbourne ironworks owned by John Buncle (whose sons played football for North 
Melbourne) produced high quality farm machinery. Swallow & Ariel’s biscuit works in Port Melbourne (Swallow 
also owned a sugar plantation in Queensland and was a financial patron of the Port Melbourne FC) employed 
300 people and was the fifth largest manufacturer of this staple in the world. MacPherson and Robertson 
became a leading confectionary producer and the word “lolly” is Victorian.1 The printing industry employed 
3-4,000 people and included firms such as Sands & MacDougall and Troedel’s (where artist Arthur Streeton 
worked at one time). There was the Australian Paper Mills at South Melbourne, a suburb that also boasted glass 
manufacturing, asphalt works, distilleries and businesses dedicated to shipping and boiler works (where players 
like Peter Burns worked). In Richmond, Joseph Bosisto produced Parrot and Emu brand eucalyptus oil. He was 
a patron of the Richmond Football Club and his oil was used as a linament by many VFA footballers.
These industries supported a growing body of specialised and subsidiary tradespeople and added greatly to 
employment opportunities. Skilled tradesmen earned very good wages and often more than white-collar workers 
like clerks. Women were generally employed in domestic work, and in the early 1880s 20,000 women under 
21 years of age worked as cooks or maids. There were also 3,000 waitresses and 18,000 dressmakers, milliners, 
tailoresses and shoemakers. Another 5,000 women worked as teachers.
There were many semi- and unskilled factory jobs, which went to poor and marginalised members in 
society. Children for instance were cheap, convenient and generally pliable employees. In the early 1880s, some 
1 Geoffrey Blainey, A History of Victoria (Port Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2006), p. 69.
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children as young as 8 and 10 years old were working, and there was little distinction between juvenile and adult 
labourers in factories. Geoffrey Blainey has noted
In 1884 a Royal Commission found that many tiny children worked in rope works, cigar factories, 
clothing mills and printing offices … In tobacco factories in Melbourne many of the boys and girls were 
only 11 or 12, and the children who made the pipe tobacco usually outnumbered the grown men by 
a ratio of about 3 to 1.2 
Blainey has also stated that small boys worked 12-hour shifts in printing shops, and that although after 1885 
it became illegal for boys under the age of 14 and girls under the age of 16 to work night shifts, this practice 
continued in some quarters. 
The average length of the work day was 9-10 hours and probably more than half the workforce put in 60 
hour, five and half and six day weeks. Retail shops for instance could be open until 10 o’clock on Saturday 
nights. On the whole though the colony’s affluence allowed for increased leisure time and Saturday afternoons 
were generally free. This privilege had first been granted to the civil service, bank officers and schoolteachers, 
but by the end of the decade most factory and building workers enjoyed the same benefit (and likely contributed 
to the phenomenal increase in attendances at football matches during the 1880s). Skilled workers in trade unions 
also achieved good employment conditions and by the end of the 1880s most had secured 48-hour work weeks. 
In 1886 the Shearer’s Union at Ballarat and Creswick was formed (later becoming the Australian Workers’ Union) 
and soon became the most powerful trade union in Australia. 
Melbourne’s development as a modern global metropolis also led to the creation of tertiary occupations 
in transport, finance, communications, and public administration. This helped foster growth and opportunities 
in the urban professional and managerial class, including financiers, bankers, independent proprietors, small 
manufacturers, salaried managers and others, as well as the entrepreneurial nouveau riche. This expansion also 
led to the development of professional and employer organizations like the Chamber of Commerce, the Master 
Builders Association, and the Melbourne Club. 
Above all else, Melbourne was the centre for Australian business and finance. The city’s merchant and 
investment companies fed money into the Australasian region and had branch offices all over the country. 
Melbourne businesses owned pastoral properties and sugar plantations in New South Wales, Queensland and 
Fiji. At the beginning of the 1880s well-established merchants dominated the colony’s business circles, and the 
2-300 firms that monopolised the colonies commerce in the 1850s continued to hold sway. Mercantile power 
and influence was based on the capacity to market, store and finance the import of foreign goods and the export 
of primary produce. In the 1880s however this power base began to erode. Foreign companies arrived during 
Victoria’s 1880 Trade Exposition and stayed on. In 1881 there were no foreign manufacturing agents, but a decade 
later there were 123. These companies financed their own export trade and set up branch offices in Victoria 
to receive imports and deal directly with local retailers. This bypassed and eventually superseded Melbourne’s 
profitable colonial re-export trade, which involved unpacking, re-packaging and distributing overseas goods to 
the rest of the country. The development of telegraph and steam vessels expedited this tendency for it allowed 
foreign companies to keep better tabs on what was happening in overseas markets.
2 Blainey, A History of Victoria, p. 104.
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While Melbourne’s industrial revolution was transforming social and employment structures, developments 
in the regional centres of the colony took a different turn. The drought that settled over rural Victoria cleared 
by 1883 and soon harvests were abundant and produce was attracting excellent prices. An additional 5,000,000 
acres was also opened up for agriculture during the decade, and superphosphate was used to multiply yields. 
Wheat and flour saw record exports, and ‘by the early 1880s nine out of every ten bags of wheat came from the 
arc of new farmland stretching from the west Wimmera to the lower Goulburn Valley’.3 A new generation of farm 
machinery also helped improve production. Victorian inventions like the combine harvester not only cut grain, 
but also willowed it, and by 1886 there were over 7,000 strippers and 8,000 winnowing machines in operation. 
The Irrigation Act of 1886 also helped establish fruit growing industries in Shepparton and elsewhere. 
However, another less cheerful scenario emerged. Despite the many innovations and successes agricultural 
production overall barely increased during the 1880s. At the same time Victoria’s rural population only grew by 
two per cent, and growth in farming areas barely made up for the decline of old mining towns like Castlemaine. 
Farmers were also beset by a rabbit plague and considerable sums had to be spent on fencing to protect crops. 
Gold production, although still making a sizable contribution to the Victorian economy, was in decline. In 1882 
899,000 ounces were produced but by 1889 the number dropped to 615,000. Employment in this sector was also 
declining: in 1861 80,000 Goldminers made up a third of the male work-force, but the 35,000 (including 6,600 
of Chinese descent) that remained by 1881 only represented one eighth; by 1889 the number of goldminers 
dropped below 25,000. 
Towns like Geelong and Ballarat did not experience economic booms. Geelong’s population stayed at the 
same level as it had been 30 years previously and relied primarily on wool growing, selling and processing 
(Wool still represented a tenth of Australia’s national product). Ballarat had the Phoenix Foundry, a well-known 
engineering works that built Victorian Rail’s locomotives and employed 300 people, but its mining exchange 
could not compete with Melbourne’s new finance houses. Moreover, many foundries, flour mills, breweries 
and other businesses left for Melbourne where fuel costs were lower, distribution of goods more efficient, and 
markets larger. Many young people attracted by the capital’s brighter employment prospects joined them. These 
included some of Ballarat’s best footballers that were enticed to the big smoke by job offers the gold town 
couldn’t match. Melbourne’s enormous power and centralising tendencies soon generated resentment from 
farmers and other rural inhabitants and a divide between city and country became evident.
While the colony’s rural population was stagnant Melbourne’s increased from 268,000 in 1881 to 473,000 in 
1891. This phenomenal population growth made Melbourne the second largest city in the southern hemisphere, 
the seventh biggest in the British Empire and the world’s thirtieth largest metropolis. In the United States, only 
Chicago, Philadelphia and New York exceeded it. At the same time, Melbourne’s share of the colony’s population 
went from thirty-three per cent in 1881 to forty-three per cent a decade later. Victoria lost population to New 
South Wales and Queensland but gained more from other southern colonies. Most migrants though came from 
Britain and accounted for a forty per cent increase in Melbourne’s population during the decade. Indeed, from 
an average of 10,000 migrants a year in the early 1880s, immigration to Victoria increased to over 20,000 by 1886 
and 1887 and reached a peak of 40,000 in 1888. Importantly, many of these were unassisted migrants so they 
brought wealth with them when establishing new lives.
3 Blainey, A History of Victoria, p. 63.
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With this influx of people the Melbourne area underwent dramatic changes, and the city’s suburbs absorbed 
over 200,000 new residents during the 1880s. By the end of the decade almost every second house in Melbourne 
was new and these constructions generated a suburban sprawl that radiated from the old inner suburbs. Between 
1881 and 1891 the population in areas like Collingwood doubled, South Melbourne’s increased by twenty-five 
per cent and Prahran and Richmond also grew at a fast rate. Suburbs like Albert Park, Burnley and Clifton Hill 
also opened up, and grew rapidly; as did Coburg and Preston in the north, Camberwell and Malvern in the east, 
Caulfield and Sandringham in the south, and Footscray and Essendon to the west. Essendon had the highest 
per centage increase of population in Melbourne during the 1880s, and between 1880 and 1890 Hawthorn and 
Brunswick’s populations tripled, while Footscray’s quadrupled. These suburbs were filled by migrants but also 
many middle and lower-middle class newlyweds, pre-school children and Australian-born who ‘founded their 
first home, often by short-stage radial migration out along a main transport route from the parental home’.4 
The suburban sprawl was a unique aspect of Melbourne’s growth and contributed to its low population 
density in comparison with other big cities. In 1888 Melbourne had three people per acre, whereas Chicago 
had ten, London fifty-three, and Paris one hundred and twenty-two. Visitors were impressed by Melbourne’s 
suburban character and appreciated the locals’ preference for detached and semi-detached single-story homes 
set on large blocks. Most homes had gardens front and back on rectangular strips of land on about one sixth of 
an acre. As is still in evidence today, many Melbournians wanted the right to own their own home, and were 
part of a ‘property-owning democracy’. They had yards for leisure and were attached to hedges and leafy private 
gardens. The rustic overtones of names for suburbs like Hawthorn and Box Hill exploited such desires. Other 
suburbs evoked sophisticated urban lifestyles like East Melbourne, which was sold as the ‘Melbourne Belgravia’, 
and the suburbs Kew, Windsor and Camberwell were named after London’s satellite suburbs. 
Melbourne had class distinctions though not to the extreme degrees seen in some other major cities. Wealthy 
merchants and others built mansions in suburbs like St Kilda, South Yarra and Toorak. These brick and slate 
multi-story mansions were produced in Gothic Revival or Queen Anne styles and displayed elaborate latticework, 
spires, and magnificent gardens. Timber and corrugated iron roofs were normal building materials for less 
privileged areas, which also had modest garden-plots.
At the beginning of the 1880s, 84 per cent of Melbourne’s population lived within walking distance of the 
CBD, but as the decade progressed the new suburbs demanded public transport. Increased distances from 
the CBD and a huge increase in commuter traffic required an intensive transport network. In 1884 the Service 
government responded by initiating a spectacular phase of railway work - the suburban railway doubled in 
length and ran to 1,500 kilometres. Indeed, there was so much railway development that the legislation enacted 
to instigate the work was called the “Octopus Bill”. Many new stations were established in suburbs such as 
Mordialloc (1881), Box Hill (1882), Coburg (1884) and Sandringham and Kew (1887), and at least 300 trains a 
day left Flinders Street for the south and eastern suburbs alone.
Tramways added to commuters’ transport options and their additional stops helped spread suburban 
development. The Melbourne Tramways Trust was established in 1883 and the first cable trams (pulled by horses 
and travelling 13 kilometres an hour) set off in 1885. Over the next six years, 75 kilometres of double track 
was laid on 17 radiating routes. Cable trams reached Richmond (1885), Fitzroy (1886), Collingwood and Carlton 
4 Graeme Davison, The Rise and Fall of Marvellous Melbourne (Melbourne:. Melbourne University Press, 1978), p. 185.
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(1887), St Kilda (1888), Prahran (1889), and North and Port Melbourne by 1890. Such lines also made it easier 
to reach entertainment events around the city and suburbs on weekends, and VFA football games were played 
in all these suburbs at some time. 
As Marvellous Melbourne blossomed it celebrated its newfound reputation by holding the Victorian Jubilee 
Industrial Exhibition and Centennial International Exhibition in 1888. Melbourne held similar expositions in the 
past, for example, in 1880 premier Berry pushed through an exposition to help lift a flagging economy. More 
exhibitions followed at the Royal Exhibition Building in 1884, 1885 and 1887. The 1888 Exhibition however was 
the grandest of all and was intended to promote Victoria’s and Australia’s progress in many fields. A phenomenal 
sum of £250,000 was spent on developing, arranging and staging various exhibits from Australia and the world. 
The 1888 Exhibition opened on August 1 (the day was declared a public holiday), and was a spectacular success. 
In the first six months more than 2,000,000 people attended and were impressed by the quality and range of 
exhibits. There were also 2,000 works of art (500 from Britain) including Le Febvre’s famous “Chloe” (which 
ended up in Young & Jackson’s Hotel). Innumerable music concerts entertained the crowds.  The exposition also 
proved to be an excellent forum for business contacts and contracts. Many foreign businesses set up agencies in 
Melbourne after the exposition and added considerably to the city’s volume of trade.
Melbourne became more culturally confident and assertive as the decade progressed. A major development 
in art saw the emergence of an influential new movement called the “Heidelberg School”. This painting style 
first came to public attention when a group of artists, including Tom Roberts, Fred McCubbin, Arthur Streeton 
and Charles Conder held an exhibition called “9 x 5” at Buxton’s, a Swanston Street gallery. Most of the images 
in the exhibition were painted at sites in Box Hill and Eaglemont. These areas were easily accessible by train 
and some of the artist’s camps were set up only a short distance from railway stations. Many paintings depicted 
the Australian bush en plein air, and in an Impressionist style. These artists became famous because their 
works accurately conveyed the sharp, clear white light of the southern continent. They also portrayed unique 
Australian topics and characters like bushrangers, swagmen, shearers, pioneers and football players. The works 
were optimistic and celebrated the achievements of European settlers in Australia. It is rare to see an indigenous 
person in these images, for the artists’ focus was very much on white settlement and colonisation.
Victorians indulged in a number of cultural pursuits. Foremost amongst these was alcohol consumption, 
especially beer. There were 70-80 breweries, the largest of which was owned by the McCracken Brothers 
(patrons of the Essendon Football Club). Collingwood was a brewery hub and four of Melbourne’s seven leading 
companies, including Foster’s, did business there. Hotels were important social centres and provided a range of 
services. For instance, in the early 1880s about 60 hotels catered for prostitutes and their clients around the lanes 
and alleyways that were bounded by Spring, Bourke, Russell and La Trobe Sts. In 1883-84 police listed about 60 
brothels in the city. 
Such customs led to the rise of organizations like the Women’s Temperance Union, which worked to advance 
the cause of women. As was traditional, women were confined to domestic duties and were expected to raise 
children, while men were destined for public life. As a consequence, women were generally poorly represented 
in political and social life and organisations like the WTU tried to rectify this situation. It also attempted to 
improve the welfare of the general population by agitating for laws against drinking, gambling, prostitution and 
domestic violence. The Temperance Movement opened Coffee Palaces to compete with hotels (the largest of 
which was the “Federal”, which opened in 1888 on the corner of Collins and King Streets). This was also the time 
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when the social type known as the “wowser” emerged and described those with puritanical views. Over time, 
“wowsers” became particularly associated with Victoria’s social morality. 
Religion continued to play an important social role, but secularism was gaining ground. The middle class 
(predominantly Church of England and Presbyterian) and lower middle classes (predominantly Methodists 
and Baptists) preferred Protestant to Catholic churches. Catholics however constituted twenty-five per cent 
of religious observers in the colony and gained most support from Irish migrants and the poor, which were 
strong in suburbs like Richmond and North Melbourne. The administrations of football clubs from these areas 
had sectarian dimensions, as did the middle class Essendon FC, which was backed by important Presbyterian 
brewers like Alex McCracken. Essendon had strong links with Establishment Scotch College and played at the 
East Melbourne Cricket Ground.
The positive impact of free public education was seen with the increased numeracy and literacy skills of 
the Victorian populace. David Syme, a strong advocate for free education, benefited from this phenomenon. 
The new steam printing presses and cheap paper helped Syme’s The Age reach more and more consumers and 
the daily was quickly distributed to readers via new transport networks. In 1883, rising profits enabled him to 
expand the newspaper to 16 pages, making it the largest penny newspaper in the British Empire. Melbournians 
also indulged in edifying experiences such as library, museum, and art gallery visits, or attended theatres like J.C. 
Williamson’s to see the latest Gilbert and Sullivan musical. Families also undertook excursions to the country or 
seaside when railways began to reach more remote areas. 
Victorians continued to enjoy their three favourite sporting pastimes: racing, cricket and football. These were 
truly representative of new mass cultural life and attracted followers from the entire social spectrum. Racing was 
the most popular sport in the colony and Melbourne cup week attracted phenomenal crowds. There was now a 
public holiday for the Melbourne Cup and 100,000 watched the race. A commentator described a crowd at this 
event in the 1880s:
Some parties took their lunch in their carriages, the ladies seated and the gentlemen helping them to 
the various good things spread out on a tablecloth on the grass … Others less wealthy, enjoy their fowl, 
or ham-sandwich; and they laugh, and joke, and quaff their bottled beer, and sip their whiskey, and get 
up their “sweeps”, with the same utter disregard of everything but the enjoyment of the passing hour.5 
English cricketers continued to tour the colony and play Test matches, and Australian cricketers returned the 
favour with their own tours. It wasn’t long before an intense rivalry developed between these teams, which of 
course added to the spectators’ enjoyment of their contests. Indeed, by the 1880s sport spectatorship had become 
an essential part of Victorian life. Major sporting events offered an unparalleled spectacle, and the Saturday half-
holiday allowed many more people to attend them. Young Victorians also played a lot of sport and all classes 
participated. The weather certainly encouraged people to participate in outdoor sport, but others believed that it 
was a diet rich in meat and cereals that provided colonials with the excess energy required for games.
No winter sport was more popular than football. The administrators of the game and many of its supporters 
had no doubt that Victorians had invented the world’s best football, and that it represented a progressive step 
5 John Freeman, Lights and Shadows of Melbourne Life (London: Sampson, Low, Marston, Searle & Rivington, 1888), p. 55.
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in the history of physical exercise. During the 1880s the VFA expanded the competition by incorporating clubs 
from suburbs like Port Melbourne, Footscray, Fitzroy, Williamstown and Prahran (as well as clubs from Ballarat). 
Attendances throughout the 1880s increased at a great rate until world record crowds were attending contests 
between South Melbourne, Carlton, Geelong and Essendon. Football also produced a new social type called the 
“barracker”, while violence at games was often associated with “larrikins”, wayward inner city youth mainly from 
the unskilled working class who indulged in provocative behaviour. 
Melbourne and Victoria changed dramatically during the 1880s in part because this period saw a decline in 
the power of merchants from the goldmining generation. Their children continued to influence the course of 
Melbourne’s development but they had to compete against a new type of entrepreneur. The older generation of 
merchants clung to values that had served them well since the gold rush. These were often fashioned on hard 
work, diligence and moderation. They were challenged however by the influx of agents from foreign companies 
who began to take a sizable share of available profits. The new men were energetic and had been schooled in 
the latest economic theories taught in European business schools. The older generation believed that many of 
the new businessmen were unscrupulous gamblers and “money-grubbers”. Melbourne however was founded by 
speculating businessmen and had always functioned as a commercial centre. Most settlers migrated there for a 
“better life”, a life that offered material improvements, which were equated with greater happiness, so for many 
progress was measured via material benefits.
The event that exemplified this new business consciousness was the 1880s land boom, a time when greed 
ran rampant and eventually led to the most serious economic depression in the colony’s history. Land prices 
began to pick up speed during the first half of the decade. From 1880 to 1885 land values rose at an average 
rate of nine per cent per annum, but the great influx of migrants (after 1885) and the marriage boom amongst 
the gold-rush generation considerably increased demand for housing. As a consequence, residential investment 
more than doubled between 1883-1888. As any capitalist equation will predict, prices rise when demand exceeds 
supply. This is what occurred in the 1880s but the process was accelerated by substantial investment capital that 
poured credit into the economy from overseas and led to inflated house and land prices. The mining boom, 
led by the discovery and exploitation of successful silver mines in Broken Hill, added even more money to the 
economy and pushed the land boom to new heights.
With increasing wages and good job prospects many citizens took the risk of investing in a new home. 
It wasn’t long before thousands of acres of real estate were being developed and millions of pounds were 
invested in a riot of speculation. In 1888-89, 70 per cent of all private capital was being invested in residential 
construction, and 80 per cent of new companies were land, finance and trading firms that cashed in on freely 
circulating credit. The land boom also led to a 155 per cent increase in building occupations between 1881-1891. 
Nine or ten new buildings per week were erected between 1885-1890. Thousands of workmen were engaged in 
constructing houses, roads, railways, tramways, shops, gas and water pipelines and other services that supported 
suburban development. In five years land prices rose as much as twenty times in outer suburbs such as Coburg, 
Preston, Heidelberg, Balwyn and Glen Iris.
The CBD was also radically transformed as property prices trebled by the late 1880s and developers were 
building the first twelve-storey skyscrapers, which matched the height of high-rises in Chicago and New York. 
The inflated price for space soon began to top London values. Prices went up so fast that warehouses and 
factories near the CBD were forced out to Collingwood, Fitzroy and Richmond, which in turn pushed working-
class residents out to suburbs such as Brunswick, Footscray and Northcote.
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The easy credit generated feverish speculation. Not even an Australia-wide recession caused by a slump in 
wool and wheat prices (which reduced export income by twenty-five per cent) at the time affected Melbourne 
because British capital continued to fuel the boom. Government municipalities, local banks, pastoral and mining 
companies, building societies and land finance companies gorged themselves on this money.
As laissez-faire economics dominated the Victorian government did nothing to regulate financial practices 
during the boom. Premier Duncan Gillies was blithely unaware of any problems despite the fact that shady money 
deals were rife. Indeed, politicians like James Mirams and Thomas Bent were suspected of using parliament as 
a land speculator’s club ‘where the most blatant use of political power for private gain became commonplace’.6
As the free-for-all escalated land and building companies evolved into banks to better compete for incoming 
funds. Building Societies lent more and more to finance speculative builders and owner-occupiers, and by 1887 
held more deposits than savings banks. The latter weren’t doing too badly either as their deposits trebled at this 
time. Mortgage banks also borrowed directly from Britain, offered high interest rates, and encouraged people 
to take large and often unsustainable loans. Powerful financiers like Matthew Davies, James Munro and Henry 
Gyles Turner also poured money into land speculation. Marvellous Melbourne was thriving. 
As Melbourne’s glory reached its dazzling zenith major problems however were bubbling just beneath the 
surface. In October 1888 the Associated Banks began to refuse overdraft extensions for land purchases, and 
raised interest rates by one per cent. In response, in December 1888 land prices dropped by half and some land 
companies went bankrupt. This was only a temporary setback, but was an ill-omen for what was to follow in 
the next eighteen months.
6 Geoffrey Serle, The Rush to be Rich: A History of the Colony of Victoria, 1883-1889 (Melbourne: Melbourne University Press, 1971), p 265.
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Football was as popular as ever and the bigger clubs began to accumulate considerable funds received from paying 
customers at cricket grounds. With more money to spend it wasn’t long before clubs increased inducements to 
players, which encouraged the transition towards shamateurism. The increased flow of money into the game 
would soon divide traditionalists, who wanted to retain the game’s amateur origins, and those who wished 
to expand the power of their clubs at any price. In June, the Australasian’s Peter Pindar claimed that cricket 
clubs were already greedily taking more than their fair share from grandstand entry fees at football games and 
warned readers about the evils of money. He had no doubt that the emergence of enclosed grounds and the 
increase in gate takings would ‘reduce the game from a fair, manly recreation to a mere bidding for gate money’ 
(Australasian, 5/6/1880). At the end of the season Pindar repeated the suggestion that excess funds be donated 
to charity so as to head off football’s dangerous flirtation with financial power.
The VFA confirmed that tripping, slinging, rabbiting and hacking were prohibited, and that the ball could not 
be thrown or handed to another player. This meant that ‘hand play’ (sometimes referred to as ‘handball’) was 
restricted to ‘punching’ the ball or ’palming’ it when players could get away with it. In The Footballer of 1879, 
methods of ball handling were recommended by T.P. Power as follows:  
The hand is very useful to strike back, forward, or catch a ball in the air; to stop a ball of which a player 
is in pursuit; to change the direction of it suddenly and unexpectedly when ‘rushing’ it; but beyond this 
its use should not be allowed to go.
The Footballer 1879, p. 14
The handpass was not in vogue because ‘little marking’ was used to convey the ball short distances (within 5 
metres), but after little marking was abolished (1897) players used an overarm action to hand pass (much like 
the volleyball manoeuvre). 
Independent goal umpires were also to be paid to officiate at important games. In April, a meeting of Junior 
club secretaries proposed the formation of the Victorian Junior Football Association. It had become necessary 
to create an association that could represent the interests of junior players, organise competition, and adjudicate 
disputes. Juniors needed some kind of representation because players were often enticed to senior clubs with 
the promise of a game, but after one or two matches, many ended up as semi-permanent members of second 
twenties. In sad news Tommy Wills committed suicide at the beginning of May. Wills was one of the founders 
of the game, and made a substantial contribution to it. The obituaries lauded his sporting prowess and finer 
qualities while others suggested that his unfortunate demise was related to fraternising with the wrong crowd.
After years of local encouragement Albert Park and South Melbourne finally amalgamated, and the whole 
district looked forward to greater success from its football representatives. Albert Park made a significant 
1880
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contribution to the early development of the game. The Park was at its peak between 1870-72, but thereafter went 
into steady decline. South Melbourne was a much more robust and ambitious entity, and almost immediately 
became a very powerful club. South Melbourne retained Albert Park’s red and white stripes. It also brought 
together one of the best defensive trios seen in the 1880s - George Major, Chris Thomas and Jimmy Young. 
Young played football at the highest level for another fourteen years. The cricketer Tommy Horan also played 
for the club in 1880 and later became the sports writer “Felix” in the Australasian. East Melbourne was promoted 
to senior status after three years in the wilderness. St Kilda re-formed for the 1880 season, but dropped back to 
junior ranks after just one game and soon disbanded again. University also announced that it wanted to compete 
as a senior team, but did not follow through on this intention.
The premiers welcomed ex-captain Tommy Austin back to the fold and he was immediately selected as vice-
captain to replace Jack Sandilands, who went to South Melbourne. It is no coincidence that South Melbourne 
rapidly improved after Sandilands arrived. After the demise of Barwon, Geelong was now the only senior club in 
town and it freely recruited from local junior clubs, picking up champion Harry Steedman from the Wanderers. 
There were other rich pickings to follow given that local juniors North Geelong had Jack Baker, Charles Brownlow, 
Bertie Collins, Jack Kerley, and John McShane in its playing ranks at this time. Geelong’s absentees included 
Bob Booth who followed his brother Jack to Melbourne, Stew McArthur who joined Essendon, Val Pearson who 
went to Colac during the season, and Billy Stiffe who departed for South Australia. Carlton remained relatively 
unchanged. The old warhorse “Hercules” Kelly retired, but it gained some handy footballers from lower senior 
clubs. These included George Browning (a wonderful kick) from West Melbourne, Charles Donovan from East 
Melbourne and Abe Goding from Essendon. Follower Alf McMichael also returned from South Australia during 
the season. South Melbourne had of course incorporated the cream of Albert Park’s footballing talent, which 
included Harry Latchford, Matt Minchin, the Rossers, Chris Thomas and Jimmy Young. James Bennie replaced 
Bob Sillett as captain of Melbourne. The Reds slipped considerably in 1879 and actively recruited in a bid to 
remedy the decline. They secured some impressive players such as Bob Booth and William Manifold from 
Geelong, Fred James from Essendon (for a brief time) and Tommy Nash, “Jammy” Watson and Arthur Young 
from Hotham. After an absence of two years the veteran Harry “Fly” Fuhrhop was re-appointed captain of 
Hotham. As usual Hotham was a modest recruiter. The one big name it secured was experienced Frank Waldron 
from Melbourne, although they lost good men Nash, Watson and Young to that club. As usual the northerners 
gained most players from local junior clubs. Essendon continued to pick off the last of St Kilda’s experienced 
players, though this didn’t help to improve its performances in 1880.
In the first weeks of the season most seniors had no trouble against junior opposition. The peerless George 
Coulthard started brilliantly when he kicked all five goals in Carlton’s win over Star of Carlton on May 1. In an 
upset East Melbourne lost to juniors Northcote. On May 8 St Kilda lost to Southern and then dropped back to 
junior ranks. This proved to be this club’s last game as a senior and so the second incarnation of the St Kilda 
Football Club passed into history. South Melbourne and Melbourne shared the honours with Emerald Hill 
Juniors and South Yarra respectively. On May 15 Geelong got off to an impressive start when it defeated juniors 
East Geelong 9.24 to 0.0. Jimmy Watt kicked five goals and the champion’s performance clearly sent a message 
to other premiership contenders. In the only senior match on this date Melbourne defeated new seniors East 
Melbourne on the MCG. Follower Murdoch McKenzie was best on ground for Melbourne. McKenzie was a class 
act and was one of the few players who could match it with Coulthard. On May 22 East Melbourne faced an 
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even ruder awakening to the realities of senior footy when it was thrashed by Carlton to the tune of six goals. 
Coulthard was best on the ground, again. Melbourne won by four goals over West Melbourne at the MCG. 
Veteran Fred Baker kicked two goals and Thomas Nash, now at his fifth club, was best for the home side. He was 
well supported by “Toppy” Longden and Hotham recruit “Jammy” Watson. Hotham defeated juniors Sandridge at 
Royal Park, but complained about the rough treatment they received at the hands of the visitors. Sandridge was 
a staunch working class club, and later became Port Melbourne FC, which was often accused of unfair play and 
was associated with crowd trouble.
On the Queen’s Birthday (May 24) Hotham and Geelong provided a riveting contest on the East Melbourne 
Cricket Ground before an excellent crowd of around 10,000 spectators. Geelong got away with a two-one victory 
(and controversially, Hotham’s Andrew Neely had a goal disallowed). Geelong was weakened by the absence 
of the two Wilsons, but George Watson was supreme in defence in a best on ground performance. For the 
hard working Hotham team, Jim Walker, Arthur Ley and ex-Melbourne veteran Frank Waldron were good. All 
other senior clubs played country opposition with varying degrees of success. Melbourne demolished Sandhurst 
12.29 to 0.4, Carlton put eleven goals past Kyneton, and South Melbourne eight against Maryborough. West 
Melbourne was defeated at Ballarat. J.T. Kirby and Inter-Colonial representative Harry Cooper were best for the 
‘quartzopolis’.
On May 29 Hotham continued its good form and drew with Melbourne on the MCG in front of a healthy 
crowd of 5-6,000. Once again Murdoch McKenzie was Melbourne’s best as were Walker and Jimmy Robertson for 
the visitors. Hotham had thus quickly established itself as one of the big improvers in 1880. Essendon defeated 
East Melbourne in its first senior match of the season, and inflicted East Melbourne’s third straight loss. “Jumbo” 
Carter collected a brace of goals for the Dons and McArthur and Herb Bryant were best. South Melbourne won 
by a similar margin against visitors West Melbourne, but should have won by more, given that West Melbourne 
had to take on six substitutes. Jimmy Young was best on the ground. Carlton had another easy win; this time 
against juniors Toorak. At Geelong, the Pivots defeated juniors North Geelong.
As in 1879 Carlton started the season in brilliant fashion and won all of its first six games, kicking 34 goals in 
the process. Melbourne was next best with four wins from six games, followed by South Melbourne and Hotham. 
Essendon and Geelong had won all of their games but had not played as many as the others. Melbourne had 
the best record in games amongst seniors having won two and drawn one. South Melbourne was next best, 
followed by Carlton, Essendon and Geelong. West and East Melbourne were clearly struggling in senior company 
and had lost all games against senior opponents. Carlton’s George Coulthard was leading the spearheads’ field 
with eleven goals.
Geelong ended Essendon’s unbeaten run on June 5. Special trains transported football supporters from 
the metropolis to Corio Oval. The local’s Steve Fairbairn played a magnificent game, and kicked two goals in 
Geelong’s 4.17 to 1.8 triumph. Hotham’s encouraging season continued when it defeated East Melbourne at 
Royal Park. Jim Walker and Frank Waldron were best for the home side. Melbourne hoisted a new flag before 
its match against Carlton, but this didn’t help its on-field performance. The MCG was in great condition because 
the MCC had placed 2,000 sheep to feed on it during the week. Another record crowd of 12-15,000 saw Carlton 
wallop the Reds five-one. Carlton was slightly ahead at half time, but in the second half completely took over 
and made the most of its opportunities to kick three goals and secure an easy victory. Melbourne was very 
disappointing in its first loss of the season and its players ‘were not cool enough. They were too eager to follow 
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the ball, and did not stick to their places throughout the game’ (The Australian Pictorial Weekly, 12/6/1880). Goal 
sneak Brookes recorded a hat trick of goals for the Blues. Coulthard was presented with a testimonial at half time 
and celebrated this compliment with another best on ground effort. He was well supported by Harry Wilson and 
Paddy Gunn. Murdoch McKenzie did well for the home side. The Blues now had seven wins from seven outings.
Melbourne lost again the following week to South Melbourne at the MCG. The home side was unlucky given 
that it had sixteen scoring shots to South’s four. South Melbourne was a tough side and played the game hard, 
and Melbourne was not spared this treatment. The spirit of the game deteriorated when South’s players constantly 
argued with the central umpire. There was a ‘misunderstanding’ between the locals’ “Jammy” Watson and South’s 
Chris Thomas, which led to an altercation and a ground invasion by fans. Ultimately, South won with a goal to Matt 
Minchin, which he obtained in the first half. Jimmy Young was having a fine season and was best a field. “Toppy” 
Longden was best for Melbourne. Frank Waldron was best on ground and helped Hotham overcame a tenacious 
Essendon. New captain Ned Powell did well for the Dons. In other games, Carlton secured its eighth straight win 
against West Melbourne with three goals to spare. Coulthard was best for Carlton and scored two goals. Edward 
Barnes was best for West Melbourne. At Corio Oval Geelong thumped East Melbourne 9.24 to 1.4. Bob Noble 
booted three goals for the home side and Percy Douglass was its best performer. Captain Fred Tindale worked hard 
for East Melbourne. Carlton, Geelong and South Melbourne were now the only undefeated teams.
On June 19 Melbourne was severely tested by Geelong. The game was played on the Melbourne Ground 
because the MCG field was too soft. A massive crowd of between 10-13,000 spectators crammed into the 
available space, including the reverse grandstand. There was so little space many spectators spilled onto the 
field and sat around the boundary. Geelong entered the arena as ‘champions of Australia’, but Melbourne also 
had those who were ‘good men and true’. In a fast opening Melbourne pressed forward, but Tommy Austin 
was playing superbly in defence for the Pivots. Melbourne fought with great heart in a seesawing game. “Josh” 
Adams was playing brilliantly for Melbourne in the centre and tirelessly sharked the packs. Geelong persisted 
and moved the ball forward with its customary speed and brilliance. After some near misses Noble kicked its 
opening goal. The Pivots rushed forward again — Austin kicked the ball to Ben Hall who marked, and this sure-
footed footballer just missed putting Geelong two goals ahead. Geelong maintained the pressure on a desperate 
Melbourne defence, but kicked poorly. At half time the premiers had scored 1.7 to Melbourne’s solitary behind. 
Melbourne was a more determined outfit in the second half. Adams continued to play out of his skin, but Nash, 
Booth and James Bennie also lifted. The Reds took the initiative away from the Pivots and continued to attack, 
and after missing some relatively easy shots, John McDonald ran into an open goal and slammed the ball through 
to level the scores. Both teams now stepped up a gear, and Melbourne had slightly the better of the play, but no 
further goals were obtained and the game ended in a one-all draw. The locals had been magnificent and Adams 
was carried shoulder-high from the ground after his best on ground effort. Jimmy Wilson and George Watson 
were all there for the visitors. In recent years, Geelong had easily dispensed with Melbourne, but this time the 
premier’s progress had been checked and some began to believe that the Pivots might now be beaten.
On the Prince’s Oval Carlton continued on its winning way with an easy win over a poor Essendon. George 
Coulthard and Harry Wilson did best for the Blues, as did Herb Bryant and Fred Hughes for the visitors. South 
Melbourne had an easy time of it hosting new seniors East Melbourne. The Easts turned up to play with only 
sixteen men, so had to take on substitutes. The Southerners won by 5.22 to three behinds. Wells booted two 
goals for the winners and Jimmy Young was their best player.
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On June 26 Carlton welcomed the South Australian premiers Norwood to the East Melbourne Cricket Ground 
for its first contest on Victorian soil. A crowd of around 3,000 saw an excellent performance from the visitors. 
On a wet and soggy ground players went helter-skelter on the slippery surface, and this militated against the 
display of fine football skills. After a goalless first half, Carlton attacked with considerable purpose at the start 
of the second period. Coulthard had a shot for goal but the ball was stopped by the opposing goalkeeper, who 
was standing in ankle deep water. Jack Lowe then kicked Norwood’s first goal out of a scrimmage. Carlton re-
doubled its efforts and Billy Goer (who was best on the ground) set up numerous attacks that eventually led 
to Coulthard’s equaliser. Only 500 were at the MCG to see Norwood’s next game against Melbourne on July 
1. Coulthard umpired this game and wore an all white uniform. The ground was in poor condition and many 
Melbourne players didn’t turn up because they believed the game would not take place in the rain. Norwood 
adopted a “dribbling” game and spent the day kicking the ball along the ground. Melbourne made the mistake 
of trying to pick the ball up, and Norwood through Billy Bracken and Joe Traynor was two goals up at half time. 
In the second half Downes missed a sitter from 6 metres for the home side and Norwood registered its first win 
of the tour 2.10 to 0.10. Ex-Albert Parkee, “Curly” Pollock, was the visitor’s best.
Norwood finally got some luck with the weather on July 3 when it went to Geelong, but also suffered its 
first loss of the tour. Geelong peppered the goals all day but could only secure 1.30. Norwood didn’t score at 
all. The Pivots’ Percy Douglass was best on the ground. Norwood then lost to Hotham, which also dominated 
the contest, but like Geelong, could only land one goal from sixteen scoring shots. Norwood again failed to 
goal. The visitor’s chances were not helped when McMichael was injured and could not play in the second 
half. Jimmy Robertson did well for Hotham as did ex-Hothamite Joe Traynor for the visitors. Norwood’s final 
game was against South Melbourne at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground on Thursday July 8. The tourists 
saved their best for last in what proved to be an exciting tussle. The first half was nip and tuck and neither side 
gave an inch in a tough and fast encounter, and in which the score was four behinds each at the main break. 
In the second period Norwood dominated early and wingman George Giffen (also an Australian cricketer) 
was playing a great game. Norwood kept the ball forward, but Traynor missed the best chance to put the 
visitors ahead. South then dominated, but shots from Kellett, Haines and Fullarton failed to secure a major. 
With only 10 minutes remaining, Norwood turned the tables when Bracken goaled from 30 metres. South set 
up numerous chances and Harry Latchford kicked the equaliser. Giffen was best man on the ground and Jack 
Rosser did well for the red and white.
In senior matches on June 26 Geelong showed just how good it was when visitors South Melbourne had 
its colours lowered for the first time. As usual, the Pivots jumped their opponents and led three-nil at half time. 
South was much more competitive in the second half, but the premiers held their margin and won out 4.15 to 
1.6. The classy Percy Douglass, who was having a great year, was best on the ground. Jimmy Young and Charles 
Kellett worked hardest for the losers. Essendon finally got back on the winning track when it defeated East 
Melbourne at Flemington. Sam Bloomfield was the home side’s best player. By the end of June Geelong and 
Carlton were the only undefeated teams. South Melbourne was third (as they were in 1879). Hotham, Melbourne 
and Essendon made up the middle rungs, while West and East Melbourne brought up the rear. It seemed that 
the premiership race would be between Geelong and Carlton, as it was in 1879, but South Melbourne, although 
taught a football lesson by the Pivots on June 26, was certainly not out of the picture. Carlton’s George Coulthard 
was the VFA’s leading goal kicker with sixteen.
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On July 3 South Melbourne recovered from its reverse at Geelong by downing Hotham. Haines kicked two 
goals for the winners and Hopkinson was best on the ground. Arthur Ley and the veteran “Fly” Fuhrhop were 
Hotham’s best. Melbourne was too good for visitors Essendon. John McDonald registered the only goal of the 
day, and “Jammy” Watson and “Kiddy” Bennie did well for the home side, as did Ned Powell for the Dons. 
West and East Melbourne drew one-all draw in the battle at the bottom, which was played at Royal Park. The 
consistent Edward Barnes was the West’s best as was another consistent performer - Adamson for the Easts. 
Carlton secured a lazy eight-goal victory over juniors Sandridge. Harry Wilson kicked four goals and was best for 
the Blues. Coulthard also goaled and had scored at least one goal in Carlton’s first eleven matches. He’d scored 
18 goals up to this point and was well placed to improve on the 21 he kicked in 1879.
On July 10 about 10,000 people attended the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in keen anticipation of the 
match between old rivals Carlton and Melbourne. The Blues were having a great season, but the Reds had 
earned a draw against Geelong and were not to be underestimated. Unfortunately, Melbourne was not up 
to full strength and began sluggishly, unlike Carlton, which confidently asserted its talents. The latter’s little 
marking game denied their opponents any possession of the ball, and after scoring a couple of behinds, Ted 
Barrass kicked the Blues’ first goal out of a scrimmage. Carlton continued to take the lion’s share of possession, 
but eventually Melbourne regained its composure. The first signs of recovery emerged when John McDonald’s 
near miss brought Melbourne’s first behind. Two more behinds followed before McDonald equalised for the 
Reds. It was one-all at half time. In the second half both sides were eager to claim victory and play swung back 
and forth before Brookes put Carlton back into the lead with a nice screw (torpedo) kick. Paddy Gunn was 
playing extremely well for the Blues, but later when ‘making a difficult kick for goal from close to the east wing, 
someone in the crowd threw a hat in front of him just as he was going to kick. This unfair interference almost 
led to a disturbance’ (The Argus, 12/7/1880). Melbourne was very much in the contest and Arthur Young’s place 
kick from 30 metres made the scores level once again. Melbourne kept up the attack, but could only accumulate 
behinds. Carlton responded to this pressure by reverting to its little marking, possession game, and this helped 
to relieve the strain. Both teams threw everything into the final moments and were urged on by a crowd that was 
at fever pitch. As one commentator noted:
The excitement among the spectators towards the finish of the game was something extraordinary. 
Each moment it was expected a goal would be made, and thus give the victory in the hard struggle 
to one side or the other. The immense body of spectators seemed to be one and all cheering on the 
players, with the utmost amount of lung power of which they were capable. 
The Argus, 12/7/1880
Neither side obtained the winning goal and so a fabulous match ended in a two-all draw. “Toppy” Longden and 
James Bennie did well for Melbourne as did Harry Wilson and Coventry for the Blues. Melbourne played as well 
as they had all year, but the general consensus was that Carlton’s form was below par on the day. Its defence 
was especially vulnerable and was nowhere near the superlative 1877 version. The Blues were therefore given 
little chance of vanquishing Geelong the following week.
The Pivots recorded an easy home win over West Melbourne despite the fact that they hit the post five times 
during the afternoon. As usual the locals jumped their opponents and Johns had the first goal through at the 
three-minute mark. Geelong led three-nil at half time. In the second period the Pivots upped the tempo with 
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some impressive team play, and although West Melbourne tried hard it could not match Geelong’s pace and skill. 
The locals kicked another five goals, but Pettigrew gained some consolation for the West by kicking its only goal. 
Jimmy Wilson was once again Geelong’s best player and had support from Sharpe and Watson. South Melbourne 
continued its good run by winning at Essendon. The visitors adopted a little marking game to deprive the Dons 
of possession, but even when Essendon got the ball, the expert defence of Young, Thomas and Gibson easily 
repulsed their attacks. Around the ground Charles Rosser and Haines also limited the effectiveness of Essendon’s 
prime movers, Paddy McShane and Fred James. South laid constant siege to the Dons’ goal and led two-nil at the 
break. Essendon was much better in the second half, but although Fred Hughes pulled one goal back, the locals 
failed to make the most of their dominance and missed many goal-scoring opportunities. South thus got away 
with a narrow victory. Hotham won handsomely against East Melbourne (still without a senior win).
On July 17 11,000 spectators travelled to the East Melbourne Cricket Ground to see the match of the 
season between undefeated teams Geelong and Carlton, and what a game it was! Geelong began as favourites 
in a match that was described as ‘one of the fastest - if not the very fastest — ever played on Victorian soil’ 
(Australasian, 24/7/1880). The opening minutes of this intense game provided a great spectacle as players went 
down like ninepins due to ferocious tackling. Both sides were committed to the attack but Carlton secured the 
first goal at the four minute-mark when Harry Wilson found Charlie Donovan, who converted from 20 metres. 
Carlton maintained its ascendency, and pinned Geelong back. Hall, Watson, Atkins and the Wilsons tried to lift 
the Pivots, but the rally was short-lived, for Carlton soon had another goal via ex-Pivotonian Wheeler Sparrow. 
Geelong realised something had to be done and worked furiously to recover lost ground, but Carlton was just 
as determined to press home its advantage and redoubled its efforts. The game warmed up considerably, and 
after Noble gained Geelong’s first behind, Carlton answered with a third goal and was completely mastering the 
champs. At half time the scores were Carlton 3.8 Geelong 0.1.
Geelong tried to set things to rights in the next term, but its early dominance only brought a string of behinds 
as shot after shot refused to go the right side of the posts. Coulthard and Bragge were playing exceptionally 
well for the locals, but then George Watson knocked Coulthard down behind play. Coulthard fell and injured 
his leg. He then got up and hit Watson, who returned the favour. The central umpire and a police constable had 
to keep the two apart. Coulthard resumed playing and then fainted. This unpleasant incident didn’t stop Carlton 
who continued on its merry way. The sterling Harry Wilson, who was best man on the ground, kicked another 
two goals for the Blues who went on to record a famous triumph: 5.13 to 0.9. Carlton’s victory ended Geelong’s 
magnificent unbeaten run of 44 games. The Pivots last loss had been on July 28, 1877 (also to Carlton). Carlton 
was now considered to be the best team in the colony and was expected to go on and claim the premiership. 
Questions also began to be raised about Geelong: was this loss an aberration, or was it the first sign of a more 
general decline? Only time would tell.
At Flemington, Hotham had the best of its game with Essendon, but couldn’t finish the Dons off. The 
encroaching crowd at the ground did not help matters in this draw. South completely dominated its home match 
with West Melbourne. The West was clearly struggling in senior ranks and didn’t get the ball behind all day. Six 
different goal kickers provided South’s half dozen. Meanwhile, East Melbourne’s season went from bad to worse 
when it lost to juniors South Yarra.
On July 24 Carlton was riding a wave of popularity after humbling Geelong and was now described by 
some as the “new champion”. However, the over-confident Blues were in for a surprise when it confronted 
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South Melbourne. South had been unconvincing and had been outclassed by Geelong, but it did have steel, 
which Carlton discovered to its great cost. South won the toss and started with a strong breeze in its favour. The 
southerners were much keener than their opponents, were quicker to the ball, and their marking was much 
better. Latchford’s first goal gave South enormous confidence and the ball was soon regularly visiting their 
forward zone. Harry Wilson, Goer, Frayne and Coulthard showed some class in defence, but South had a sniff 
and weren’t going to easily let go of the game. The red and white employed the little marking game to good 
effect, and Minchin made the most of his opportunity to register South’s second goal. Coulthard and Wilson 
led a counter attack for the Blues, but they were up against the best defensive trio in the VFA: Gibson, Young 
and Thomas. Henry Rosser then added insult to injury when he added two more goals before the interval. The 
score at the half time was South 4.10 and Carlton 0.3. The red and white had been magnificent, but now it was 
Carlton’s turn with the wind. Brookes secured an early goal, but because South’s defence was such a tough nut 
to crack it took another half hour before James Rickards kicked Carlton’s second goal. Brookes then cleverly 
dodged a couple of defenders and dobbed number three for the Blues, but despite Carlton’s determined fight 
back, South held on for a meritorious victory. Jim Gibson and Jimmy Young were South’s best as were Coulthard 
and Barney Murphy for the Blues. Carlton’s efforts the previous week may have taken a lot out of them, but this 
costly loss allowed Geelong back into the premiership race.
Geelong needed to hit back after the Carlton thrashing and did so by easily accounting for Hotham on Corio 
Oval. Neither side was able to gain much of an advantage until Geelong switched to a little marking game, which 
led to Watt scoring its first goal. The Pivots kept the ball forward, but only added a couple of behinds. Hotham 
was in attack when half time was called. In the second period the game became faster and Hotham picked up 
where it left off at the end of the first half. The northerners scored a behind, but although their marking and 
kicking was better than the home side, Geelong’s pace began to tell, and eventually De Little kicked the Pivot’s 
second goal. Hotham threw everything into the contest in a do or die effort, but once Geelong had soaked up 
the pressure it rebounded with a third goal through Jimmy Wilson, and then a fourth by George Watson. Wilson 
and Val. Pearson were best for the home team as were Joe Shaw and Jim Batt for the visitors.
The following week Geelong slipped up when it could only draw with Essendon at Flemington. The Geelong 
contingent had to travel on a special train to North Melbourne and then catch cabs to the ground (which had 
wire around it to keep the crowd at bay after the field invasion in the game against Hotham). Essendon led by 
a goal to nil at half time and the local barrackers were hoping for an upset. The Pivots however got back into 
the game in the next half, but the sides finished with 2.7 each. “Jumbo” Carter and Paddy McShane were best 
for Essendon, but Jimmy Wilson was best on the ground. Wilson seemed to save his best for Geelong when it 
faced great adversity. In the other senior game, visitors Hotham did well to hold South Melbourne to a nil-all 
draw. South was considered unlucky not to win because Matt Minchin had a goal disallowed. The goal umpire 
first indicated that it was a goal and then rescinded his decision (the VFA later backed the umpire and declared 
a draw). Carlton, Melbourne and East Melbourne met provincial teams. Carlton defeated a Western District 
combination, Melbourne defeated Ballarat on the Melbourne Ground, and Kyneton thrashed East Melbourne.
By the end of July there was no clear premiership favourite and it was turning into the closest run premiership 
race since 1876. The top three Carlton, South Melbourne, and Geelong had all defeated each other. Geelong still 
had to play South at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground and South had to play Carlton at Prince’s Oval. The 
most important match however was shaping to be the return bout between Carlton and Geelong on September 
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11. If Carlton beat South and Geelong the premiership would be theirs. Melbourne and Hotham were neck and 
neck just below the top three, and were followed by Essendon. Neither West nor East Melbourne had won a 
senior contest. Carlton’s George Coulthard still led the goal kicking with nineteen goals.
Melbourne played a fine game at South Melbourne in the first week of August. Neither side was able to 
goal, but Melbourne doubled South’s scoring shots. Follower “Toppy” Longden was at his best, as was Jimmy 
Young for South. The other mid-table performer Hotham maintained its superiority over Essendon with a solid 
win at Flemington. Frank Lording was best for the winners, as was Archie Graham for the Dons. Carlton had 
little trouble disposing of Ballarat with six goals to spare on the Saxon Paddock, but there was a surprise when 
Geelong lost to juniors North Geelong. Geelong scored 1.19 to North Geelong’s 2.2 and had a goal to Shaw 
disallowed. Harry Steedman and Jimmy Wilson tried their best, but could not lift the team sufficiently to prevent 
the juniors (with Carlton’s future captain Jack Baker in its ranks) surprising the football world. For the first time 
in three years Geelong began to lose its “Invincibles” tag, and some began to wonder whether it still had enough 
fortitude to retain its crown.
On August 14 however any doubts about Geelong’s appetite for success were dispelled when it annihilated 
Melbourne by six goals in their return bout at Corio Oval. Jimmy Wilson was superb for the winners and gained 
valuable support from Bill Murphy and Percy Douglass. For Melbourne, Dave Aitken and Lamrock were best. The 
final score was 6.17 to 0.7. South Melbourne kept its premiership hopes alive with victory over visitors Essendon. 
In the clash of the cellar dwellers West Melbourne proved the better side by defeating East Melbourne with goals 
to Pullen and Dixon. In other contests, Carlton beat juniors Williamstown, but Hotham could only scratch a draw 
against juniors Hotham United. On August 21 the only game of significance was between Melbourne and Carlton 
on the Melbourne Ground. Carlton had to fight all the way to win by a goal in a low scoring affair. Harry Wilson 
and Dick Frayne got them over the line despite the best efforts of Bennie for the Reds. It was Carlton’s first win 
on ‘the gravel pit’ since September 1875.
In mid-August Victoria travelled to South Australia for three inter-colonial contests. These were the first inter-
colonial games on South Australian soil. James Gibson of South Melbourne was the Victorian captain. The team 
did not contain any players from Carlton, Geelong or Melbourne. These clubs refused to cooperate as they were 
entirely focused on the local race for the premiership. The bulk of the Victorian side was made up of players 
from South Melbourne, Hotham and Essendon, and the squad even included a player from Kilmore. The Vics 
first game against the locals was on August 14 in front of 4,500 people at the Adelaide Oval. George Giffen, who 
had played so well for Norwood against South Melbourne in July kicked off for the home side and the locals 
scored three behinds before the Victorians worked the ball up the ground along the left wing where Arthur Ley 
recorded the Vic’s first behind after receiving a free kick. The South Australians had the better of the early play 
and Frayne, Stiffe and Jack Sidoli were doing very well for them but they only added more behinds to their 
score. The Vics were doing most of the defending, but then against the run of play, Billy Wells kicked a lucky 
goal out of a scrimmage to give the visitors the lead. After further good play by the tourists, led by Jimmy Young, 
Barnes kicked another goal. The South Aussies now had their work cut out for them, and fought back with a 
goal to Billy Stiffe, but the Vics were ahead at half time. As the second half progressed the physical pressure of 
the Victorian team wore the South Australians down and they began to tire. Essendon’s Hughes soon restored 
the Vics two-goal lead but then Joe Traynor was instrumental in getting the ball to Jack Brophy who secured 
South Australia’s second goal and the crow eaters were still in with a chance. The Vics however got well on top 
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after this conversion and the South Australians had to work desperately to avoid conceding another goal. The 
locals went forward, but Woods missed an easy shot for goal. In contrast, the visitors made the most of their 
opportunities when “Jumbo” Carter just about put the game beyond doubt with a fourth major. South Australia 
had a good chance to register a third goal, but Stiffe failed to take advantage and eventually Chris Thomas 
punted a final major for the Vics. This gave them victory by 5.14 to 2.9. Young and Barnes were excellent for the 
visitors as were Sidoli and Stiffe for the home side.
Four days later the Vics met a “South Australian Born” side of 23 players. The local players gave the 
Victorians a great deal of trouble in an even first half, despite the fine play of Young, Gibson, Walker and 
Robertson. Inaccuracy did not help the visitor’s cause for at half time the Vics had ten behinds to their opponents 
two. Immediately after the re-start “Jumbo” Carter kicked the visitor’s first goal. The South Australians almost 
immediately got back on even terms, but McKenzie missed an excellent chance. Soon after Carter kicked number 
two, and not long after, Wells followed with a third goal. After this reverse, and with the game firmly out of 
reach, the locals played their best footy for the day and Reilly was able to boot a consolation goal. The Vics 
added another two through Carter and Wells to win 5.17 to 1.1. Jimmy Young played another grand game for 
the visitors and was well-supported by Sam Thewlis and Jack Rosser. Tom Blinman and Bob Coonan were best 
for the South Australian born.
The final Inter-Colonial contest was played on August 21 at the Adelaide Oval. The locals were good early 
and “Topsy” Waldron led from the front by pushing the team forward at every opportunity, but they were 
unable to press home their advantage. Then Jimmy Young ran the ball brilliantly out of defence and kicked to 
Neely, who passed to Barnes, and the Victorians had their first goal.  Victoria, with Jimmy Robertson playing 
an excellent game, was clearly the better side, although sporadic attacks from the locals brought behinds from 
Stiffe. At half time the Vics only led by one goal, but had landed 12 more scoring shots. In the second half Le 
Messurier had an excellent opportunity to get the South Australians back on level terms, but his place kick went 
wide. Play was fairly even for a while, but after some hotly contested work around the centre, the Vics came out 
the stronger and Walker passed to Gibson who put the visitors two goals up. Despite Waldron’s best efforts in 
defence, Cooper was able to score the visitors third goal and the match ended shortly afterwards with the Vics 
on 3.21 to South Australia’s 0.6. The Victorians had won all three contests, and given they had no players from 
top teams Carlton and Geelong, the home of football had clearly demonstrated its superiority over its neighbours.
One of the critical matches in the 1880 premiership race was between South Melbourne and Geelong on 
August 28. After South had defeated Carlton it was considered a serious premiership contender in only its 
second season as a senior club (post-amalgamation). For Geelong, there was considerable pride at stake, but 
it was a challenge to come to the South Melbourne Cricket Ground and win outright in front of 6-7,000 hard-
core barrackers. South had its best twenty available, and Geelong was without the services of hard man George 
Watson. In a match that was not played in the best spirit Fairbairn did well early for the Pivots and generated a 
lot of drive. The South defence held firm though and then moved the ball to attack and obtained a behind. Play 
went back and forth for some time before Gibson booted the only goal of the half for the locals. Soon afterwards 
Percy Douglass believed he had equalised for the Pivots, but the goal umpire disagreed. Douglass had two 
further opportunities, but couldn’t convert for a major. Jimmy Wilson was everywhere and was putting in one 
of his better games for the Pivots, but South was on top and launched persistent attacks. These only brought 
behinds but it was evident that Geelong was in trouble. Somehow, Jimmy Wilson almost single-handedly turned 
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things around and got the Pivots forward where they missed further good chances to goal. At half time South led 
1.8 to 0.6. During the first half South complained that Billy Wilson had nails in his boots, and he removed these 
during the interval. The home side had dominated the first period but towards the end of the half Geelong, led 
by Jimmy Wilson (who was best on ground) began to get into its stride.
At the re-commencement both sides attacked along the wings and scored behinds. Slatter then kicked a 
goal for South, but the goal umpire overruled it. South’s players mobbed the official to remonstrate, and while 
they were complaining Jimmy Wilson kicked off, Geelong ran the ball down the ground, and Douglass kicked 
Geelong’s first goal. The South Melbourne players were furious and an angry altercation ensued. This stopped 
the game for five or six minutes. Jimmy Wilson demanded the matter be settled immediately so the South 
Melbourne goal umpire ruled in favour of the Pivots. South therefore lost on both counts and weren’t happy 
about it. After the re-start, Geelong played with greater heart and its injured follower Murphy bravely stayed on 
the ground. Gibson and Hutton then missed good chances to restore the Southerners lead, which they were to 
rue. Slowly but surely Geelong’s better stamina started to tell and it began to master the situation. Before too long 
De Little put them ahead with a fine place kick from the lower wing. South countered but Geelong was now on 
top and had no intention of letting its lead slip. The premiers played out the rest of the match for a two-one win 
and thus saw off a serious challenger as well as taking a major step forward in its quest for a triple premiership. 
The Pivots’ great character helped them secure a fine victory given that Fairbairn and Shaw were injured during 
the game. South had also given no quarter throughout the day. ‘Character’ was a prime ingredient in the Pivots’ 
success story and it would continue to succeed against the odds in vital games.
Carlton kept its hopes for the premiership alive by beating West Melbourne on the Prince’s Oval. West 
Melbourne’s goal came courtesy of Carlton man Jimmy Lewis who stepped in as a substitute for the visitors. 
Essendon held Melbourne to another draw at home while East Melbourne obtained a rare victory against juniors 
Toorak. By the end of August Carlton was the best performing side on paper, but there was little doubt that 
Geelong’s victory at South Melbourne had returned it to premiership favouritism. There was some hope that 
Carlton might still claim top spot, but it first had to play South Melbourne on September 4. Melbourne and 
Hotham remained mid-table sides, Essendon was slightly below these two and was followed by West and East 
Melbourne. In the goal kicking stakes George Coulthard led his Carlton team mate E. Brookes with twenty goals 
to eighteen.
On September 4 around 11,000 people flocked to the Prince’s Oval to see if Carlton could avenge its shock 
loss to South Melbourne in July. It was a critical game for both sides, for the loser would certainly drop out of 
premiership contention. During the first part of the game both sides tested the water in a rather scrappy and 
defensive affair. No side gained much of an advantage and players seemed content to kick to the boundary line. 
Alf McMichael, who had recently returned from South Australia, was doing good work for the Blues as was Dick 
Frayne. South’s forays forward were also frustrated by the fine defensive play of “Geordie” Smith and Billy Goer. 
The visitors persisted, and after numerous attempts Matt Minchin finally opened their goal scoring account. The 
game stepped up considerably after this and began to be played at a breathtaking pace. Frayne, Gunn, Rickards 
and others pushed forward but the Blues only garnered behinds. At half time South led by a goal. In the second 
half Frank Spear gave the Blues plenty of drive, but South wingman Jack Rosser was dominating his side of the 
ground and was doing even better service for the Southerners. Carlton was on top for a while, but could not 
make it count, and its cause was not helped because Coulthard was having a rare bad day. He did take one great 
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   87 28/05/2014   4:17 pm
1880
88
mark, but missed his shot for goal. South then ran the ball up the other end to Spain who kicked a goal against 
the run of play. Carlton hit back, but could not convert its good play into goals. The match thus ended with 
South on 2.8 to Carlton’s 0.12. South Melbourne had improved steadily and after lowering the Blues’ colours for 
a second consecutive time could now legitimately claim second place. Once the ex-Albert Park players adjusted 
to the play of their new team mates they had added an extra level of class to South’s performance and this would 
hold the team in good stead during the 1881 campaign. 
Melbourne proved its superiority over Hotham at the Hotham Hurling Ground. The field was in poor shape 
and there were ‘hoof marks of cattle which had grazed there in wet weather’ (Australasian, 11/9/1880). Hopkins 
and W. Longden kicked Melbourne’s goals, and Ned O’Brien replied for the home side. Geelong and Essendon 
had massive wins against minor opposition. Geelong beat a combined Ballarat side by thirteen goals and 
Essendon put ten past juniors, Hawthorn. West and East Melbourne lost to junior sides. There were no matches 
on September 11 because of wet weather and this put paid to the re-match between Geelong and Carlton. The 
premiership race had finally fallen in Geelong’s favour.
On September 18 the premiership was now beyond the grasp of Carlton and South Melbourne and so it 
was not surprising that both put in lacklustre performances against their opponents. Carlton was surprisingly 
held to a draw at Flemington. Essendon jumped the Blues and had a three-goal lead at half time. In the second 
period Carlton clawed its way back into the game with goals to Charles Donovan, Tim Maloney and Coulthard. 
Coulthard was best for the visitors, while follower Fred James did well for the home side. South Melbourne 
had to settle for another draw with Melbourne on the latter’s ground. The only goals in the one-all draw were 
scored in the first half. Aitken and Young were best for their respective sides. West Melbourne hosted Geelong 
at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground and Geelong secured a comfortable victory in an entertaining contest. In 
junior ranks Waverley defeated Star of Carlton for the ‘premier juniorship’ of North Melbourne and Carlton. On 
September 25 Carlton and Melbourne met for the final game of the season as was the convention, and on this 
occasion the sides drew nil-all. In other matches Essendon beat ‘whipper-in’ East Melbourne. Hotham and West 
Melbourne did not play because West Melbourne refused to play on Melbourne’s ‘gravel pit’.
Geelong was top dog once again, in large part because it was the last man standing by the end of a tough 
year. Although it was perhaps not as dominant as in 1878 and 1879 it was still a very talented and gritty outfit. 
Carlton rocked the Pivots with its slashing win over them in July, but Geelong learned much from the defeat 
and became stronger as the season progressed. South Melbourne improved on third in 1879 to be runners-up 
in 1880. The amalgamation with Albert Park had considerably lifted its stocks and the club looked forward to 
another premiership challenge in 1881. The southerners gave Geelong a real run for its money and were unlucky 
to lose their second encounter against the champs. South also proved too good for Carlton. The Blues secured 
a magnificent win against Geelong, but did not have the depth of previous times and were clearly not up to 
the mark against South Melbourne. However, they had a creditable sixteen wins out of twenty-two matches and 
could never be underestimated. Despite strong recruiting Melbourne finished fourth for the second year in a row. 
The old club had lost the pride that had served them so well in the past, but it was perhaps the past that was 
the problem for some players were a little too comfortable with the august history of the redoubtable Reds. The 
team was excellent when in the right frame of mind but a lack of attention to training did not help matters. The 
Reds drew against Geelong, South Melbourne and Carlton, but were clearly not up to the standard of excellence 
shown by the top three. Hotham and Essendon, the next teams on the list, also did well at times against 
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top opposition. West Melbourne’s performances dropped off considerably from 1879, and East Melbourne as 
‘whipper-in’ could clearly not match the other clubs. 
The Herald correspondent “Forward” claimed that the best footballer of the year was Jim Wilson of Geelong, 
closely followed by Jim Young of South Melbourne, Harry Wilson of Carlton, Matt Minchin of South and Dave 
Aitken of Melbourne. However, “Follower” in The Footballer, 1880, stated:
H. Wilson, of the Carlton, at the top of the tree; all others must yield the palm to him. His play last 
season was consistent throughout, and he excelled in every match. J.F. Watson, of Melbourne, also a 
grand man, but in his knowledge of that fact militates somewhat against his success, and he is at times 
inclined to (using a mild word) ‘demonstrate’ in the field too much. Young, of South Melbourne, I 
consider was the best back player in the colony … and Wilson, of Geelong, in addition to being one 
of the best players is to my thinking, the best captain in the colony.
The Footballer, 1880
Other fine players in 1880 included Carlton’s George Coulthard, follower Murdoch McKenzie of Melbourne, 
Jimmy Robertson of Hotham, Geelong’s Steve Fairbairn, Essendon’s “Jumbo” Carter and West Melbourne’s Dave 
Rannard. George Coulthard was again the colony’s leading goal kicker with 21 goals (the same as in 1879) 
followed by E. Brookes of the same club with 18 and Jimmy Watt of Geelong with 15 goals.
In Junior ranks the Australasian claimed that Rising Sun, from the South Melbourne district, was the best junior, 
and The Footballer in 1880 did not contest this claim. Waverley claimed the Junior premiership of the Carlton and 
North Melbourne districts. The Australasian claimed that other leading junior clubs included Northcote, Toorak, 
South Yarra, St Kilda, Clifton, Hawthorn, Hotham United, Hotham Hill, Sandridge and Williamstown.
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Football was easily the most popular spectator sport in Victoria and 12-13,000 attendances at significant contests 
were not unusual. This meant that more money began to flow into the game. The cricket clubs certainly 
benefited most, but the big football clubs were also doing particularly well. Although the VFA stipulated that 
five per cent of earnings had to be donated to charity, clubs could spend the other 95 per cent on inter-colonial 
trips, training costs, uniforms and other ‘expenses’. Three clubs used their new found wealth to tour the colonies. 
In 1881 Carlton went to Adelaide, Melbourne travelled to Sydney, and Hotham visited Tasmania. The VFA also 
expanded its contacts with other colonies as Victoria played both South Australia and New South Wales in inter-
colonial contests.
Geelong lost some of its best and most experienced players. These included fine goal sneaks Arthur Christey 
and Jim Watt, as well as Steve Fairbairn, Val. Pearson, Johnny Sommers, George Steedman, and tough defender 
George Watson. Rumours also circulated that captain Jimmy Wilson was moving to Melbourne, and Carlton 
jumped in to invite the champion to play with them, but he eventually chose to stay in Geelong. The loss 
of such a group would have decimated many clubs’ playing stocks for years to come, but the Pivots merely 
brought through Charles Brownlow, powerful ruckman Bertie Collins, and rover John McShane, the first of the 
famous McShane brothers, who came from North Geelong during the season. In addition, defender Joe Brush 
and goal sneak Don Curdie arrived from Geelong Grammar, and Tom Cahill and Hugh McLean came from 
Geelong College. Some of these recruits became champions and formed the backbone of Geelong’s next triple-
premiership reign. However, even a club as great as the Pivots needed time to introduce new recruits to the team 
plan, and this would take a season or so. 
South Melbourne needed to step up if it wanted to knock the Pivots off their perch. To this end they attracted 
the experienced Ted Barrass, Alex Ford and Alf McMichael from Carlton. South also picked up talented local 
juniors Tom Bushell, Bill Gates and Fred McKnight. This was a rich vein of talent and easily covered the loss of 
Tommy Horan to Hotham, the Rossers to Melbourne, and Jack Sandilands to Port Adelaide. The club now had 
the talent and experience to take on the best. Carlton lost some good players to South Melbourne and little Joe 
Henry’s retirement was also a blow. His roving and goal-scoring prowess had been invaluable. However, the 
accurate goal sneak E. Brookes and the great George Coulthard kept the goals flowing. The Blues also picked up 
the usual range of players from lower senior clubs, and scanned the juniors for better players. Carlton’s recruiting 
was not as successful as it had been in previous years, but it still fielded a talented line-up.
Melbourne tried to recruit pacier players in a bid to match it with the top three. These included the speedy 
Henry and Jack Rosser from South Melbourne. In the wake of West Melbourne’s dissolution as a senior club, the 
Reds also picked up ex-West captain Dave Rannard, and secured ex-Geelong player Billy Stiffe, a very handy 
goal sneak, who returned from Adelaide. Unfortunately, James Bennie and Fred Baker retired after many years 
1881 
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of reliable service. The much-travelled Thomas Nash departed for Sydney, as did Arthur Young. Despite these 
departures, Melbourne had its strongest side for some years. Essendon continued to work hard to find the men 
who would take them to the next level. It recruited heavily from Melbourne Grammar and Scotch College, 
which had once been rich hunting grounds for Melbourne, South Yarra and St Kilda. Amongst the new arrivals 
were Wilfred Hughes (Fred’s brother), but the retirement of Alex McCracken, and Paddy McShane’s departure to 
Adelaide, left the Dons with an inexperienced combination. West Melbourne organised fixtures at the start of the 
season, but could not fulfil them. This allowed Hotham to pick up the best Westerners. Hotham recruited inter-
colonial representative Edward Barnes (who was jailed during the year), Tom Beeching, and Alfred Pullen. The 
northerners received a bonus when temperamental champion and ex-Carlton goal sneak “Doddy” Dedman opted 
for them after returning from Adelaide. Cricketer Tommy Horan also joined from South Melbourne. Hotham was 
occasionally the club of last resort for disaffected players, and seemed better than most at settling men who had 
been troubled elsewhere. East Melbourne continued to struggle and found it hard to attract quality recruits. 
The official opening of the season arrived on May 7. The highight was Carlton’s prowess when it put eleven 
goals past juniors Southern. Most other seniors won, but Hotham was held to a nil-all against juniors Royal Park, 
and East Melbourne could only manage a draw against Northcote. The following week Geelong got off to a fine 
start with a five-goal victory over West Geelong, while South Melbourne registered nine majors (of which Billy 
Wells got five) against West Melbourne Alberts. On May 21 Carlton easily accounted for East Melbourne in its 
first senior game of 1881. Four goals in each half gave Carlton a 8.23 to 0.1 victory. New West Melbourne recruit 
Frank Conway was the Blues’ best. On a newly extended East Melbourne Cricket Ground South Melbourne 
outlasted Hotham after a dire struggle. Not only did Hotham fight tooth and nail all the way, but captain Jimmy 
Robertson employed a flooding strategy to hem South in. This was undertaken in the following manner:
When the ball was forced well into South’s territory by [Robertson’s] followers and wing players, his 
back men, or goal defenders, immediately left their positions, and rushed forward to the assault, by 
this manoeuvre the Hotham attacking force, overwhelmed the Southern defensive contingent, and did 
with the ball just what they chose. Of course, the forward, or attacking division of the South’s team 
kept their places as usual, and looked helplessly on at the men they were supposed to be matching in 
the rear, away in front, successfully storming their stronghold. 
The Record, 27/5/1881 
These tactics helped Hotham to a one-goal lead at half time, but South got its nose in front during the second 
term, thanks in part to a best on ground effort from James Gibson, and strong support from Billy Wells and 
Chris Thomas. “Doddy” Dedman secured both of Hotham’s goals, but the final score was South Melbourne 3.16 
to Hotham 2.2. Arthur Ley and Frank Lording did well for Hotham. Melbourne and Geelong had little trouble 
against junior opposition, but in a surprise Essendon lost to visiting juniors South Yarra. The regular Queen’s 
Birthday match between Geelong and Hotham on the East Melbourne Cricket Ground went a little easier for the 
premiers than in past encounters and it came away with a four-goal win. Follower Joe Shaw was best for Hotham 
as was Percy Douglass for the visitors. Carlton journeyed to Benalla and defeated a North East District side ten-
one. South Melbourne defeated Sale, and Essendon lost for the second week in a row, this time to Ballarat City.
May 28 was the first time most seniors played each other. Carlton and South Melbourne provided an excellent 
game at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in front of around 11,000 spectators. In a very fast match South’s 
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Harry Latchford goaled after only a few minutes. Carlton bounced back, and led by Harry Wilson and Coulthard 
worked the ball up to Paddy Gunn who narrowly missed with a great angled shot. The game then swung back 
and forth before Carlton began to go the man rather than the ball, and with a side as tough as South this wasn’t a 
good idea. Gunn and Brookes also wasted relatively easy chances for the Blues. South countered with a flurry of 
behinds and led at half time. In the second period South put sustained pressure on Carlton’s defence, but George 
Robertson and Harry Wilson raced out of the backline and set up some dangerous counter-attacks. Eventually, 
one of these enabled Jim Bailey to register an equalising goal. Both sides worked fiercely for the winner before 
Harry Wilson marked the ball just before time. However, he missed a golden opportunity to win it for the Blues 
and so the game ended one-all. South Melbourne was superior in marking, running and kicking, but it was not 
enough to get them home. Carlton captain George Robertson was best on the ground. 
Melbourne was all over Hotham early on in their match at the MCG, and after fifteen minutes of sustained 
pressure Billy Stiffe put them ahead. Melbourne’s pace was worrying the visitors, but the Northerners stuck 
together and used little marking to work their way out of trouble and back into the game. This strategy paid 
off when Andrew Neely equalised. Unfortunately for North, this success merely stirred up a hornet’s nest for 
Melbourne came back swinging and had two goals to Power and Aitken before Hotham knew what had hit them. 
The Stripes were resilient though and Neely grabbed another goal for them before the end of the half. Shortly 
after the re-start Murdoch McKenzie kicked the home team’s fourth goal and the locals made sure the score 
stayed that way. Dave Aitken did well for the home side, as did Jimmy Robertson for the Stripes. An improved 
Essendon was too good for visitors East Melbourne. Scotch College recruit Alex Robertson was best for the home 
side. Geelong defeated juniors East Geelong seven-nil. By the end of May, Melbourne and Geelong were leading 
the field. The Reds had won all six of its matches (though five of those were against junior clubs). The premiers 
Geelong had played four games and won those without conceding a goal. Carlton and South Melbourne were 
not far behind. They had won five of six matches and drew in their meeting on May 28. Carlton and South 
Melbourne had the best results against other seniors, but had also played one more game than Geelong and 
Melbourne. Essendon, East Melbourne and Hotham filled the other spots.
Melbourne maintained its pacesetting start to the season when it defeated old rivals (and previously 
undefeated) Carlton on a wet June 4 day. At the MCG 12,000 people saw an even first half in which both sides 
scored two goals. The Blues initially refused to return for the second half because of the rain, but relented after 
a delay of 25 minutes. Melbourne pulled away late in the second term and added a couple of goals in a 4.4 to 
2.8 win. Harry Wilson played a brilliant game for Carlton but this was not enough to stop David Aitken, Josh 
Adams and company from helping the Reds to a sixth straight win. The poor weather also affected other games 
as South Melbourne and Essendon abandoned theirs at half time with the score at nil-all. The Hotham and East 
Melbourne game was also stopped at half time when Hotham was leading two-nil. East Melbourne claimed a 
draw, Hotham a win, but The Footballer in 1881, deemed it a draw.
On June 11, in what was described as the ‘finest exhibition of football in Melbourne this season’, Melbourne 
repeated its heroic effort of 1880 by drawing with the Pivots in front of a massive MCG crowd of 13-16,000 
(The Age 13/6/1881). The full strength Reds were in tiptop shape for this game and began in superb fashion. 
Teaming together magnificently they showed the sort of form reminiscent of the very best Melbourne teams. 
Their great play brought Charles Rosser an early chance, but he failed to fully convert. Despite the pressure 
Geelong remained steady and using its marking game to advantage got the ball to Percy Douglass who was 50 
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metres out on a difficult angle. The experienced champ made no mistake with his place kick, and the Pivots were 
in front. Shortly afterwards Geelong snaffled another goal. Melbourne’s poor kicking brought behinds before 
Power deservedly obtained the home side’s first major. Follower Murdoch McKenzie was playing great footy for 
the Reds, and with the assistance of Aitken and Adams, the ball was sent on to Charles Baker who made it two 
goals a piece. Melbourne kept up the attack, but was overly enthusiastic and wasted some easy opportunities. 
Just before half time, the Pivot’s Don Curdie kicked a lucky goal out of a scrimmage and so the half ended 
with Geelong leading 3.1 to Melbourne’s wasteful 2.11. Geelong (without Wilson and Watson) was frequently 
overwhelmed by Melbourne’s running game in the first half, but showed considerable coolness and the ability 
to make the most of its chances against the run of play - something great sides do. Thus, despite the fact that it 
had been outplayed, Geelong was ahead at the break. In the second half the game was very even. The Pivots 
pushed Melbourne hard at times and forced the locals into some desperate defensive measures, but finally things 
went the Red’s way when Booth kicked a magnificent goal from 50 metres. The three-all draw ended in a misty 
twilight.
South Melbourne had a torrid time hosting East Melbourne. To its surprise, South found a group of spirited 
opponents who fought every inch of the way. At half time South had just seven behinds to nil. After the 
resumption, the game stayed even until about five minutes before time when the umpire gave a mark to a South 
player who was only 10 metres from goal. East Melbourne claimed the mark was touched, and after the goal was 
kicked asked South captain George Major to change the umpire. This request was refused so the visitors walked 
off the ground. Chris Thomas was South’s best as was Fred Tuckfield for the visitors. At Flemington, Hotham had 
too much initiative for Essendon. In the first half Dedman and Neely were unlucky not to goal for the visitors, 
but Shaw (who played a fine game) made amends by the interval. In the second half, Hotham went on with the 
business and added two more goals to earn an impressive three-nil victory.
Carlton toured Adelaide in early June and easily defeated all opponents in a highly successful trip. This 
included a thirteen-goal win over Port Adelaide, despite the fact that Port had ex-Victorian Jack Sandilands in its 
ranks. Carlton won all games scoring 25 goals and conceding three. Brookes’ six goals was the best return for 
the Blues on the tour. Hotham was next to venture out of the colony when it sailed to Tasmania in early July. Its 
first match against North Tasmania in Launceston brought a relatively easy four-goal win, but the game against 
South Tasmania was a different matter. The problem was largely due to the umpiring of “Doddy” Dedman. His 
decisions invariably favoured Hotham, but when the Tasmanian players started to complain he threatened to 
punch anyone who questioned his decisions. He followed up on this threat when a spectator spoke out of line! 
It was clear that the umpire had to be replaced, and at half time that’s exactly what happened. Thereafter the 
game was fairly adjudicated and South Tasmania went on to win. This was the first time a Victorian club lost 
an inter-colonial football contest, which added to the ignominy of Dedman’s umpiring performance. Melbourne 
went to Sydney for three matches against Waratah, Sydney and a NSW Football Association team. They won all 
three by fairly comfortable margins. Its toughest game was against Waratah, which it won by two goals. The Reds 
scored eleven goals and did not concede a goal on that tour.
On June 18 poor weather forced all senior matches to be abandoned, barring Hotham, which lost to juniors 
Williamstown. The following week Carlton returned from Adelaide and overcame an eager Essendon, though 
commentators were left scratching their heads as to how they actually managed it. Essendon was the better 
side all day, but didn’t get the goals required to win. Carlton’s main problem was over-confidence, and if it 
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hadn’t been for half a dozen of its best players holding things together, it would have lost to the young upstarts. 
Essendon started the fresher and play was kept in the visitor’s attacking zone for some time. At one stage Carlton 
cleared brilliantly from this position and found Brookes who kicked the first goal. “Jumbo” Carter then missed 
a fairly easy chance to equalise for the Dons. Essendon persisted, but had no luck in front of goal. Carlton held 
the lead at the break. At the start of the second half the Dons were all over the Blues. They kicked two behinds, 
hit the post, missed a simple chance from 30 metres, and then got another behind, all in the first 10 minutes. 
The visitors continued to dominate, but every chance within kicking distance went wide. Towards the end of 
the game Carlton counter-attacked, and Ted Coventry put the game beyond doubt with a second major for the 
Blues. Essendon’s inexperience cost them dearly, and Harry Wilson’s best on ground effort certainly helped in 
the home team’s triumph.
Melbourne made it seven wins from eight games after fighting off a determined East Melbourne at the 
MCG. East Melbourne carried its good form against South Melbourne into this match, but again failed to win. 
Josh Adams was best man on the ground for the home side in a four-two win. There was trouble at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground when Hotham arrived to play South Melbourne. Hotham had ex-West Melbourne and 
Victorian representative Edward Barnes in its ranks, and he had recently been released from Pentridge Prison 
after being convicted for indecency. South Melbourne was appalled that Hotham had the temerity to play him, 
and the Australasian agreed stating, ‘It seems incredible that a respectable club like Hotham should have fallen 
into so grievous an error’ (1/7/1881). South Melbourne decided it could not possibly play after this insult and 
the gate takings received from the 5,000 spectators were donated to charity. Juniors Northcote had an impossible 
task when it journeyed to Geelong. However, it surprised the home side with some determined resistance and 
the Pivots only obtained 1.18 in the first half. In the second period the home side completely ran over the plucky 
juniors and booted another eight goals. After the Pivots fifth goal, Northcote kicked off from the centre, ‘Ben’ 
Hall intercepted, ran with the ball and kicked to Bert Collins, he passed to Murphy who ran forward and goaled. 
To score a goal from just three possessions, and without the opposition touching it, was a rare feat in 1881, but 
the Pivots were masters of the passing game. Manifold kicked four goals for Geelong and Jimmy Wilson was the 
locals’ best.
By the end of June Melbourne still led the field and had two wins up its sleeve over second placed Geelong. 
South Melbourne the only other undefeated team was third and was still well in it. Carlton followed with six 
wins from eight games. Hotham, Essendon and East Melbourne were in the next tier. Melbourne was also the 
best performer when it came to results against senior clubs, being slightly ahead of South Melbourne. Geelong 
had only played two senior matches as against Melbourne’s four. Carlton’s E. Brookes led the goal kicking with 
thirteen majors.
Victoria outplayed New South Wales in their first ever meeting on July 1. Jimmy Wilson captained the 
Victorians and Phillips led the visitors. Within minutes Harry Wilson passed the ball to Murdoch McKenzie, and 
the Vic’s first goal was home. H. Wilson added a second soon after, despite NSW’s best defensive endeavours. 
Arthur Young, one of the few visitors who had Victorian playing experience, tried hard to keep the NSW team 
together, but the locals were doing as they liked and Stiffe soon kicked a third goal. Harry Wilson kicked the 
fourth and three more goals followed in rapid succession. At half time the Vics score was 7.16, while the NSW 
team had yet to score. In the second period the Victorians took things easy and began to lairise. Harry Wilson 
finally ended the shenanigans with his third and the Vic’s eighth goal. The Victorians continued to fool around 
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and were lucky when Randall missed an easy chance for the visitors. At least he got NSW’s only behind with 
this effort. Thomas kicked the ninth goal in an extremely one-sided contest in which the locals were superior in 
all departments of the game. Harry Wilson was best for the home side and Arthur Young worked hard for the 
visitors. Before returning home NSW defeated Sandhurst (Bendigo) by four goals to one. 
The VFA had to advertise for players to represent the colony before the Victorians paid a return visit to Sydney 
in August. The Vic’s were captained by Geelong’s Tommy Austin, and met NSW on the Association Ground at 
Randwick in front of a healthy crowd of 5,000. Unfortunately for NSW it was again outclassed. The Victorians had 
two goals up in the first ten minutes. The first was extraordinary as “Jumbo” Carter kicked off from the centre to 
start the game, followed up his own kick, and proceeded to put it through for a goal. NSW was all at sea and 
the Victorians soon chalked up another three goals. The home side recovered some composure, but could not 
prevent Steedman getting Victoria’s fifth goal. This was answered almost immediately by a superb ‘sixty-yarder’ 
from NSW’s Arthur Young, which brought the house down. The New South Welshmen fought hard after this and 
scored several behinds, but the Vic’s still led seven-one at half time. In the second term, the home side played 
its best football, but Victoria’s experience always gave them the edge and they added two more goals to win 
9.16 to 1.6. For the second time Arthur Young was NSW’s best as was captain Tommy Austin for the Victorians.
On July 2 an outstanding fixture was set up between Geelong and South Melbourne — the 1880 premiers 
and runners-up. A crowd of 3,000 (including 150 from Melbourne) went to Corio Oval keenly anticipating this 
clash of the titans. South was first to foray forward, but the Pivots scored the first behind. Jimmy Young and Chris 
Thomas then took control for the visitors and Harry Latchford booted South’s first goal from a place kick. South 
was soon playing brilliantly, and the Geelong Advertiser admitted that the visitors were ‘completely beating their 
opponents in doing the little marks, and [were] performing the flying marks to perfection’ (4/7/1881). In the 
middle of this purple patch Tom Bushell kicked another goal for the visitors. At half time South led 2.2 to three 
behinds. In the second half Geelong began to draw on its formidable character. Bertie Collins, Harry Steedman 
and Tommy Austin worked magnificently as the Pivots switched to a running game. They all dodged beautifully, 
but this dramatic improvement in performance only brought three behinds. South hit back hard when its brilliant 
defenders Major, Thomas and Young launched a number of counter-attacks that nearly brought the red and white 
a third goal. Geelong regained its composure and relied on what it knew best – precise mid-distance passing 
to players in position. Eventually, this tactic paid off when Don Curdie kicked the locals’ first goal. South was 
temporarily unsettled, but was soon matching it again. Geelong however was also improving and soon Arthur 
Robertson took a mark only a dozen metres from goal directly in front. South’s players informed the umpire that 
the mark was taken at an acute angle from the goal posts and therefore was to be kicked from that angle, but 
the umpire thought otherwise. Robertson put it straight through to make it two goals apiece. The enraged visitors 
now made the play fast and furious, but in the end had to share the honours. The two Wilsons were superb for 
Geelong as were Young and Addison for the visitors. Most agreed that South had been the better side on the 
day, and some Melbournians sniped that the umpire helped Geelong get back into the game. The Pivot’s grit 
and discipline however was the main reason they were able to keep their undefeated record intact. The Pivots 
had yet to be beaten on Corio Oval, but South had come close, and showed Geelong that it had a serious fight 
on its hands if it wished to retain the premiership for a fourth consecutive year.
On the same day Melbourne lost in a shocker to Essendon at the MCG. The Reds began strongly and Billy 
Stiffe’s sharpness in front of goal brought two goals to give them the lead at half time. At the recommencement 
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Essendon began to show the form it had displayed against Carlton the week before, except this time the Dons 
maximised their opportunities and kicked three goals to snatch an unlikely win. It was Melbourne’s first loss of 
the season and its form thereafter became patchy. Some lustre was taken off Essendon’s win when Robinson 
broke his arm while practising before the game, and veteran Herb Bryant broke his leg during the game. Bryant’s 
injury ended a distinguished career (that had started at St Kilda). In other games, Carlton dispensed with Ballarat 
ten-one, and East Melbourne put four goals past juniors Southern to secure its second win for the year.
On July 9 the premiers quickly brought Essendon back to earth in their match at the MCG. Half a dozen of 
Essendon’s best players didn’t arrive to play while Geelong was in great form. The Pivots began brilliantly and 
booted six goals in the first half. The premiers added two more in the second to win easily. Ruckman Bertie 
Collins played an outstanding game for the visitors. In their first meeting for three years Carlton chalked up a 
win over Hotham at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Not surprisingly, it was another bad tempered game. 
Coulthard was Carlton’s best in the three-nil victory. 
The following Saturday Carlton put on a special performance against South Melbourne at the MCG. A crowd 
of 10,000 turned up on a cold day and witnessed another great game. Carlton won the toss, so South captain 
Chris Thomas ‘sent the ball into play, not, however, by the orthodox place-kick, but by punting the leather 
in mid-air, so that his comrades might be under it as it dropped. The ruse was successful, the South being 
immediately in possession’ (Australasian, 23/7/1881). After some desultory play Rickards passed to Harry Wilson 
(who played a slashing game for the Blues) and he kicked Carlton’s opening goal. A determined South hit back 
to dominate for a while. Jimmy Young was particularly effective, and after Bushell missed from 60 metres. Taylor 
put South back on level terms. It was one-all at half time. After the resumption the southerners had a near miss, 
and then Carlton took the ball to the other end of the ground where E. Brookes restored its lead. Unfortunately, 
South’s star back man Chris Thomas was injured and had to leave the ground, but Billy Wells shortly afterwards 
kicked a goal from long range to make matters even once again. This state of affairs only lasted a couple of 
minutes because Rickards soon had the ball to Woodburn who put Carlton ahead for the final time. South fought 
back brilliantly, but its great play only brought a string of behinds. After a nail-biting finish Carlton held on to 
win 3.6 to 2.7. Harry Wilson played one of the finest games of the season. George Robertson and James Rickards 
were also good for the Blues, as were Matt Minchin and Jimmy Young for South Melbourne. After its fine game 
against Geelong, South thought it was making progress, but instead copped its first loss of the season. Carlton 
was cock-a-hoop as it had well and truly put itself back into the premiership race.
On July 23 Melbourne returned from Sydney to confront Carlton at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in 
what turned out to be another magnificent game. Melbourne launched the first serious attack, but McDonald’s 
miss from close range proved costly. From the kick-off Carlton rushed the ball down the ground to John Rickards 
who opened the Blues’ goal-scoring account. Melbourne’s followers Dave Aitken and Dave Rannard were going 
head to head with Coulthard and Wilson, but it was the latter duo that was having a greater influence on the 
match. After a shower of rain hit the ground Harry Wilson dribbled through Carlton’s second goal after he fished 
the ball out of a pack. Melbourne hit back, but its goal sneaks let it down badly. Coulthard was then injured and 
moved out of the ruck to play as goalkeeper. Melbourne now began to have the better of the play and Stiffe 
kicked a goal from 40 metres, but the Reds were still behind at half time. Carlton’s John Rickards secured a goal 
very quickly after the resumption and this just about put an end to the contest. Melbourne fought bravely on and 
Carlton settled into a defensive mode and regularly kicked towards the boundary line to relieve the pressure. 
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The Reds missed further chances before Frank Conway registered Carlton’s fourth and final goal. The Blues had 
been too good and Harry Wilson led Carlton’s following division with another best on ground effort. The Blues 
were now in peak condition and looked to have a major say in the premiership race. In other games Geelong 
maintained its good form by thrashing Hotham on Corio Oval. Hotham had to take on substitutes, which did not 
help its cause. South Melbourne won against juniors Waverley. East Melbourne got its best result of the season 
when it held the inconsistent Essendon to a one-all draw. 
On July 30 Carlton was confident of repeating the stunning five-goal win it achieved over Geelong in 1880 
in a ‘make or break’ game at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground before 12-15,000 spectators. A few Melbourne 
players were in the crowd preferring to watch this game rather than play Essendon. Geelong’s season had been 
so-so, but it trained hard for this contest in the hope of proving its premiership worth, and brought its strongest 
team of the year to the paddock. In contrast, Carlton played the injured Coulthard, and Goer hurt himself in 
the pre-match practice session and had to play as goalkeeper. Geelong started with the breeze. Carlton secured 
the first behind and Geelong the first goal, via Reg Morrison who was to have a productive game in front of 
goals. The Blues responded well and it wasn’t long before Conway equalised. John Rickards quickly followed 
with another and Carlton was looking good. There was then much back and forth play, but Morrison grabbed a 
second goal in exactly the same way as he had kicked the first – dribbling the ball through after it came out of a 
scrimmage. Led by Bertie Collins and Billy Wilson Geelong upped the pressure, but only secured behinds. At half 
time the two-all score line was a fair reflection of the contest. Carlton looked forward to the second half with the 
breeze, but it was Geelong that took the initiative. The Pivot’s Billy Murphy put in a best on ground performance 
and kept the visitors to the fore, but after resolute defending Dick Frayne (who was Carlton’s best all day) and 
Coulthard got the ball to McIntosh. Unfortunately, he missed a fairly easy opportunity from 30 metres. Geelong 
did not allow Carlton any more chances and turned things around when Morrison kicked his side’s third goal. 
Robertson quickly added a fourth and as Geelong ran all over the tiring Blues, Morrison added a fifth goal for 
good measure. To add to Carlton’s woes Harry Wilson put in a shocker in what had otherwise been a stellar year 
for him. The Pivots were simply brilliant in their decisive five-two victory, and had taken considerable steam out 
of Carlton’s premiership aspirations. Melbourne was missing some fine players but still won at Essendon by two 
goals. It was sweet revenge for Melbourne as the Dons had surprised them earlier in the season. At the Richmond 
Cricket Ground Hotham had too much talent for East Melbourne and won with a few goals in hand. Andrew 
Neely and Arthur Ley did well for Hotham as did Pohlman for the Easts.
By the end of July Geelong had risen to the top of the tree. The Pivots remained undefeated and led Carlton 
and Melbourne, which had lost twice. South Melbourne were fourth but had only lost once. East Melbourne, 
Hotham and Essendon were in the next tier. With a string of wins against junior clubs, East Melbourne temporarily 
clawed its way off the bottom, which was now reserved for the Dons. In senior contests Carlton had won most 
games, but had played three more than second placed Geelong, which was of course, undefeated. Melbourne 
and South followed in third and fourth. Carlton’s E. Brookes led the goal kicking with seventeen goals
Melbourne’s faint chance of challenging for the premiership was snuffed out at South Melbourne on August 
6, but not without a fight. A crowd of 10,000, the largest ever at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground, saw a 
close, hard fought contest. South was slightly better in a fairly even half and Slatter’s goal gave it the lead at 
the break. In the second term both sides added a goal, and this was enough for South to hold on for victory. 
Melbourne had given its all but had just fallen short. Matt Minchin was excellent for South, while for Melbourne 
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John Watson and “Josh” Adams did well. In the other game of consequence Essendon and Hotham played a 
nil-all draw. On the same day Carlton travelled to Maryborough, and came out on top after a tough struggle 
by four goals to three. On August 13 Melbourne rebounded from its loss to South Melbourne by overcoming 
Hotham at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. This was another close encounter but the Reds triumphed with 
goals to Dave Aitken and Murdoch McKenzie. Ned O’Brien answered for Hotham. South Melbourne continued 
on its winning way with another win over Essendon. Ex-Carltonian Alf McMichael was best for the Southerners. 
Carlton easily defeated East Melbourne, and Coulthard, in another of his great performances, added three goals. 
Geelong hosted juniors South Yarra and scored an easy nine-one victory.
The red, white and blue Victorians proved far too good in the inter-colonial battle against South Australia on 
August 20. In the absence of players from Geelong and Melbourne, Carlton’s Billy Goer captained the Vics and 
“Topsy” Waldron captained the visitors. The South Australians began with great dash, but were unable to make 
the most of their early chances. By the half hour mark the Vics were well on top because of superior teamwork, 
and led by five goals to one at half time. The second half was much the same, and although the visitors played 
well together at times, they were out thought and out finessed by the Victorians. The Vics won 9.22 to 1.8. 
Harry Wilson played a great game, but South Australia’s Paddy McShane (the ex-Essendonian and future Fitzroy 
captain) was best on the ground. Harry Wilson collected three goals for the home side and Bob Hill scored South 
Australia’s only goal. The sides met again at the same venue four days later. On this occasion Geelong’s Jimmy 
Wilson captained the home side, as Geelong and Melbourne players were included in the team. The Vics got 
a much tougher work out, but won largely because it kicked with a strong wind in the first half, during which 
it added three goals to none. The South Australians were unlucky to lose the toss but fought like tigers and 
continually frustrated the Victorian attack. The second half was very even and Dick Turpenny scored an early 
goal for the visitors to give them some heart. The Vics eventually restored their three-goal buffer and the match 
ended Victoria 4.13, South Australia 1.5. Jimmy and Harry Wilson were best for the locals as were Frayne and 
Jimmy Watt for the South Australians.
In the only senior match on August 20, Geelong had to fight hard to hold off a determined Melbourne. The 
crowd of 4,000 at Corio Oval included 500 supporters from the metropolis who caught a special train for the 
purpose. The Reds reckoned that their best chance of success lay in depriving the Pivots of possession, so they 
played a little marking game. This strategy almost gave them victory. In the first half Melbourne outclassed the 
premiers, but its kicking for goal was atrocious. Out of fifteen scoring shots the Reds only managed three goals. 
In stark contrast, the canny premiers had managed to score two goals from two shots. Both of these were kicked 
by new star Harry Steedman. In the second half Geelong staged a fine comeback and Steedman added two more 
goals to give the home side a four-three win. Tommy Austin and Steedman played superbly for Geelong as did 
Adams and Sam Thewlis for the Reds. Melbourne was very unlucky, for it had only been the worse side of a 
single goal against the top two teams in recent matches.
Melbourne’s good form however brought it a draw against Carlton the following week at the Melbourne 
Ground in front of about 15,000 people. As against Geelong, Melbourne started brilliantly and McKenzie and 
Stiffe kicked goals to give the Reds the lead at the interval. But, once again, Melbourne’s opponent came back 
hard in the second half, and the Red’s cause was not helped when follower Lamrock was concussed and had to 
leave the field. After an exciting tussle the game ended three-all, although Carlton had thirteen more scoring shots. 
Harry Wilson played another sensational game and was well supported by Coulthard and Conway. John Watson, 
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John McDonald and Dave Rannard put in a solid performances for the Reds. In other matches, South Melbourne 
defeated visitors Hotham. Matt Minchin and Arthur Ley were best for the respective sides. East Melbourne beat 
South Yarra and the Geelong District defeated the visiting South Australians eight-nil. North Geelong’s Jack 
Baker had a brilliant game and capped off his performance with five goals. Carlton would soon welcome him 
to its ranks. At this stage of the season Geelong was the only undefeated team, but South Melbourne had only 
lost once. Carlton was next in line. With only a month to go, it was likely that the premiership deciding game 
would be between the top two on September 3. The best opportunity Carlton had to influence the premiership 
race arose when it travelled to Corio Oval on September 24. The premiership would therefore rest on these two 
games. In other rankings, Melbourne was clearly the next best and though Essendon had slowly improved as the 
season progressed it lay behind East Melbourne and Hotham in all match results. Carlton’s E. Brookes’ nineteen 
goals made him the leading spearhead.
The match of the year between Geelong and South Melbourne was held on September 3 at the South 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. The undefeated Pivots lost the toss and began against a reasonable breeze. From 
the outset South went for broke and “Gillam” Rosser had its first goal up in rapid time. After this success ‘The 
sight was immense: handkerchiefs and hats floated in the air, and the shouts of the spectators were deafening’ 
(Geelong Advertiser, 5/9/1881). South kept the pressure up until visitors Ben Hall, Percy Douglass and Harry 
Steedman forced the ball to Billy Murphy in front of goal. He was unable to deliver a quick riposte for the Pivots 
as the wind prevented his kick from gaining much distance. South used the wind to full advantage, and after 
several behinds, Hopkinson kicked a lucky second goal for the home side. South dominated the rest of the 
half and at the break Geelong was two goals down, but things could have been worse. The Pivots looked to 
pick up the pace with the wind in the second half and had a good chance to pull a tough game out of the fire, 
something they had done many times before. Geelong soon had a behind, and then a goal from Collins after a 
great kick. South recovered from this reverse and started to apply some pressure of its own. Jimmy Young and 
Alf McMichael were giving South plenty of drive before Towns ran into an open goal to put South two goals clear 
again. South was now playing premiership football and Geelong began to falter as the Southerners ‘“waltzed” 
round Geelong in picking up the ball, marked the leather with accuracy, ran away with the ball every time, and 
some of them “rabbited” as often as they got the chance’ (Geelong Advertiser, 5/9/1881). Tom Bushell put the 
cream on the cake when he kicked number four for the Southerners. Geelong had met its Waterloo as South 
recorded its first ever victory over the Pivots and what an important win it was. Jimmy Young was best on the 
ground and other good players included McMichael and Bob Hutton. Bill Murphy and Jimmy Wilson did best 
for the visitors. Both sides now had one loss for the year, but if South held its nerve it was likely to be crowned 
premiers because it had not lost to Geelong in 1881.
On the same day Carlton consolidated third place by defeating Hotham, despite the fact that some of its 
senior players did not turn up. This forced the Blues to recruit from the crowd. One of those selected was ex-
captain and member of parliament Jack Gardiner. Gardiner enjoyed playing for his old team again but broke a 
finger. George Coulthard, Bill Goer and Billy Newing (the early 1870s goal sneak) scored goals for the Blues, 
while Ned O’Brien secured Hotham’s. Harry Wilson was best for Carlton as was follower Joe Shaw for the 
Northerners. Melbourne defeated East Melbourne, and Essendon kicked seven goals against juniors Elwood, 
of which Lex Crow booted four. Essendon copped a thrashing from a fired-up Geelong on September 10. In a 
magnificent performance Geelong kicked a mammoth 10.34; a new record for senior VFA matches. The Dons 
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responded with a paltry 1.3, but Essendon would be a very different proposition in 1882. Back in Melbourne 
Jimmy Young was best on the ground in South Melbourne’s convincing six-goal victory over East Melbourne. 
Hotham held Melbourne to a three-all draw, despite the Reds having fifteen more scoring shots. Follower Joe 
Shaw played another mighty game for the Northerners, while Dave Aitken was Melbourne’s best. 
After putting ten goals past Essendon, Geelong followed up with another eight against visitors East Melbourne. 
On the Melbourne Ground Essendon surprised Melbourne for the second time in 1881 with a great come from 
behind victory. After trailing by two goals at half time, Essendon made the most of its chances in the second 
period and booted four goals to Melbourne’s one. Melbourne had five more scoring shots but Essendon won 5.6 
to 4.12. “Jumbo” Carter was again the pick of Essendon’s performers as was Dave Rannard for the home side. 
South Melbourne defeated Hotham. Addison and McMichael did best for South while Shaw continued his great 
season with another top game for Hotham. In junior ranks the play-off for the junior premiership failed to find 
a winner when South Park (a South Melbourne junior) and South Yarra drew one-all.
On September 24 Carlton had an excellent opportunity to restore some pride when it visited Corio Oval. 
A crowd of 6,000 (including 500 from Melbourne) saw Geelong begin with a strong wind in its favour. Right 
from the start the Pivots were all over the Blues and after eight shots at the sticks Harry Steedman secured the 
local’s first goal at the seventeen-minute mark. Charles Brownlow then followed up with another. The Pivots 
were absolutely dominant and shot after shot was directed at goals. Two more goals and plenty of behinds were 
added, and at half time Geelong had 4.22 to Carlton’s zero. The Blues’ turn with the wind was less helpful as it 
dropped off in intensity. Carlton however began to work its way back into the game and Coulthard kicked a goal 
after just six minutes. Play went back and forth and Geelong missed a couple of opportunities to put the game 
beyond doubt. The Blues then went forward where Coulthard received a free kick and secured Carlton’s second 
goal from one of his favourite angles. Geelong countered, but it was only temporary as just as quickly Carlton 
moved the ball back into its forward zone where goal sneak Brookes dobbed number three for the visitors. 
Carlton had come from nowhere and was now only one goal awry. Geelong had frittered away innumerable 
chances and was now being called to account by an honest and hard working team. In an exciting finish 
Coulthard and Brookes missed long shots for goal, but Geelong was able to hold sway for the final ten minutes 
and to win 4.29 to 3.2. Carlton’s Billy Goer was the outstanding player on the ground and Jimmy Wilson and Ben 
Hall were strong for the Pivots. In other games South Melbourne had little trouble accounting for Melbourne, 
while Essendon’s inconsistency got the better of it again when it failed to beat East Melbourne at home. On 
October 1 Carlton and Melbourne drew at the Prince’s Oval. Harry Wilson finished a great season with another 
strong performance for the Blues. 
There was some doubt as to whether South Melbourne could make an outright claim for its first premiership 
because some commentators argued that as premiers Geelong had a right to challenge South Melbourne. 
However, on October 1 the Geelong Committee declined this opportunity. This left the path open for the 
Southerners to claim the ultimate prize. Geelong would not be so generous when the premiership was up for 
grabs again at the end of 1882. 
Most agreed that it had been close, but South Melbourne had been slightly better than Geelong in 1881. 
South’s success was built on the brilliant defensive trio of Jimmy Young, George Major and Chris Thomas; great 
following from Bill Addison, veteran Alf McMichael and Matt Minchin; efficient goal kickers Billy Wells and Tom 
Bushell, and speedsters like Billy Hopkinson, Hutton and Moad. These fine players were part of a splendid blend 
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of youth and experience that had been welded together from the very best players in the local district. A letter 
to The Record in April 1882 (likely from a South Melbourne official) stated that the team’s success was ‘chiefly 
attributable to the hearty cooperation of the playing members while vigorously contending for victory on the 
football arena, the almost entire absence of too much individual and consequently selfish play, their systematic 
method of training’ (28/4/1882).
Geelong had not been at its best in 1881 and paid the price for neglecting training, (this may have been due 
to Jack Sandilands departure in 1880). Another reason for its decline was caused by the large turnover of players. 
Given these circumstances Geelong’s overall performance was very meritorious. The Pivots were lucky to draw 
and beat Melbourne in two encounters, but were too good for Carlton. The critical game in September against 
South Melbourne determined the premiership and the latter proved the more consistent in the end. Carlton lost 
some of the esprit de corps that had been the hallmark of its greatness, though it still had a lot of talent at its 
disposal. Melbourne finished fourth for the third year in a row, and despite the fact that it was an active recruiter 
the Reds seemed unable to keep players for an entire season. Essendon defeated Melbourne twice, but its 
overall performances put them in the lower bracket of senior teams. It improved one place from 1880 but merely 
swapped with Hotham, which finished sixth. There was talk of a merger between these clubs, but nothing came 
of it. East Melbourne once again finished last and was struggling to maintain a foothold in senior ranks.
The Footballer claimed that Carlton’s Harry Wilson played the best football in 1881, but that Geelong’s Jimmy 
Wilson was the best footballer in the colony. South Melbourne’s Jimmy Young was noted as another brilliant 
all around player. Hotham’s Joe Shaw was considered amongst the best followers as were Harry Steedman 
(Geelong), George Robertson (Carlton), Bill Addison (South Melbourne), “Jumbo” Carter (Essendon), and Dave 
Aitken (Melbourne). Frayne (Carlton) and Gibson (SM) were rated as two of the best defenders in the colony. 
In relation to goal kicking, Carlton’s E. Brookes scored most with twenty goals, George Coulthard was next with 
eighteen, and he was followed by Billy Stiffe of Melbourne and Billy Wells of South with sixteen a piece.
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In 1882 lots of money was pouring into the game and there was more to be made. The use of cricket grounds for 
football was now the norm and most cricket clubs allowed their pavilions to be used by football members and 
players for the obvious financial advantages that accrued from this access. The bigger clubs continued to spend 
resources on travel, as South Melbourne went to Adelaide, Geelong to Sydney, and in August Essendon sent 
players to Tasmania for its first inter-colonial venture. Finances were also used to attract players, including those 
from the working-class who were always looking for ways to ease costs. The price for basic football requirements, 
such as a guernsey or boots, could be considerable and clubs began to cover these costs. Junior teams were 
major recruiting targets and practice matches were opportunities to hunt for future stars. As early as March, The 
Sportsman reported, ‘As usual, the senior clubs play matches with the junior clubs at the commencement of the 
season to get into trim for the big matches, and spy out those players who show form good enough for promotion’ 
(29/3/1882). In early May the Australasian noted that a certain player (Joey Tankard of Hotham United) was 
being courted by two clubs (Carlton and Hotham). He had been offered jobs and house arrangements (likely free 
rental) as ‘inducements’. Tankard played briefly for Hotham in 1880 but in 1882 decided to go to Carlton. This 
proved to be a mistake for he subsequently fought with George Coulthard during a training session and went 
back to Hotham. Tankard and Coulthard re-ignited their feud in a dramatic encounter in August. 
Older players and some administrators were extremely concerned about the drift towards professionalism 
and saw inducements as a major threat to amateurism. For the next decade or so the VFA struggled to find an 
effective way of resisting this growing trend, and the clash between amateur and professional philosophies was 
a major factor in the formation of the Victorian Football League. The VFA introduced a permit system to regulate 
the movement of players, and announced that July 15 would be the cut off date for the dispensation of these 
permits (except schools and university). Despite these measures players still seemed to move freely between 
clubs, and only appear to have used permits when leaving their first club. Junior players recruited to senior 
sides would often return to their original clubs during the season, especially if they missed selection in a senior 
first twenty. Other players turned up for the odd senior game during the season when requested, and clubs 
would regularly try out new juniors in the last couple of matches of the season, despite permit regulations. The 
formation of the Victorian Junior Football Association in August however helped to bring better order to transfers 
between junior and senior clubs.
Matches between Victoria and South Australia were suspended because the associations could not agree on 
how to divide match takings. The rift was so wide between them that these colonies would not compete for 
another eight years. On the local club front, East Melbourne looked likely to follow West Melbourne’s departure 
from the VFA, but new clubs were forming in the hope of entering senior ranks. In September The Sportsman 
reported, ‘Some of the foremost players of the Northcote and East Melbourne have signified their intention of 
1882
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playing next season with the new senior club, the Fitzroy, which promises to make a very good position. Wire 
in, Fitzroy’ (13/9/1882). Fitzroy however did not enter the VFA until 1884. In the same month a meeting was held 
to form a senior Richmond team, but this club had to wait until 1885 for its turn in senior company. 
South Melbourne was justifiably proud of its premiership success in 1881, but the challenge was to stay on 
top. It recruited accordingly and enticed Hotham and Victorian representative Frank Lording to the club, while 
Charles and Jack Rosser returned from Melbourne. South also picked up two outstanding players from local 
juniors South Park — champion junior goal sneak Bob Roy and “Sonny” Elms, who became the greatest full 
back of the nineteenth century. On the negative side it lost Charles Kellett, George Slatter and Horan (during the 
season) to clubs in Adelaide. A viewing embankment was also added to the South Melbourne Cricket Ground 
and its crowd capacity was increased. There were also calls for the football and cricket clubs to merge so as to 
increase their financial power.
Although Geelong lowered their colours to the red and white in 1881 there was no doubt that the club’s 
commitment to free, fast and open play, and its exceptional players from the Western District and the old Geelong 
schools, had improved the game as a spectacle and increased its popularity. At the club’s AGM in late March 
there was a determination to regain top spot and officials urged the players to commit to more practice and made 
it compulsory to wear the full club uniform. In April, The Herald’s “Rambler” reported that ‘[t]he Geelong men 
are working with might and main … to get into trim, being determined to wipe out the defeat inflicted by South 
Melbourne last season’ (21/4/1882) The Pivots had a clutch of brilliant players in 1881, but now supplemented 
these with more champions from the Geelong district - its very own gold mine. The club’s losses were minimal: 
Tom Manifold and Reg Morrison went to England and Percy Douglass, after being injured, left for Melbourne 
later in the year. The great Jimmy Wilson left to play for Norwood early in the year but returned by June 10. The 
club welcomed back old defender George Watson and Dave Hickinbotham was picked up from West Geelong, 
as was sterling ruckman Bob Talbot, and another star, “Jumbo” Kerley, one of the first masters of the high mark. 
Hickinbotham and Kerley went on to become two of the greatest players of the game.
Carlton did not recruit many players, but secured two gems in the wonderful Jack Baker from North Geelong 
and the sterling Sam Bloomfield from Essendon. Joe Tankard from Hotham United also arrived, but did not last 
long. The retirement of captain George Robertson was a big blow for the Blues, but they hoped new captain 
Billy Goer and deputy George Coulthard would lead them to greater success. Melbourne lost a great deal of 
experience when Harry Downes went to Ballarat, Bob Sibley to East Sydney, and George Houston to Hotham. 
One of its best defenders J.F. “Jammy” Watson also moved to Adelaide where he played two great seasons with 
Norwood before drowning in the Brisbane River. These losses were somewhat offset by the return of “Toppy” 
Longden, Thomas Nash and Harry Carr. The Reds also picked up handy footballers Dick Robinson from Geelong 
and Howard Morrison from Powlett.
Essendon’s Alex McCracken was an energetic secretary and the club’s move to the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground promised more revenue. Essendon improved dramatically in 1882 because it looked after players in 
the ‘right way’. The club’s recruiting was judicious and it secured men like “Gobbo” Cairns, a good goal sneak 
from Ballarat (and he would play football in various colonies for the next fifteen years as a semi-professional 
sportsman). Classy speedster “Josh” Adams was recruited from Melbourne. Paddy McShane also returned from 
Adelaide and his steadiness and skill considerably strengthened the Don’s defence. Winnie de Little from Geelong 
and Ned O’Brien from Hotham also joined. However, the Dons lost classy follower Sammy Bloomfield to Carlton 
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(a club he was later to captain), and goal sneak Lex Crow went ‘bush’. Veteran Billy Raper also decided to hang 
up his boots. Essendon’s players were a committed bunch, and with a trip to Tasmania in the offing, the club 
was a good bet for ambitious footballers.
Hotham went to town and raided local junior clubs Hotham United and Royal Park. Unfortunately, this 
effort did not reap them any players of lasting value, bar Hotham United’s Tankard who arrived via Carlton. 
The handy Arthur Young returned from East Sydney, and although he had previously played for Melbourne, 
he joined the Northerners. In a positive move Hotham began playing matches at the Hotham Cricket Ground 
(aka the Recreation Reserve), but its loss of personnel was considerable: Harry “Old Fly” Fuhrhop retired after a 
magnificent 15-year contribution to the Hotham cause, as did goal sneak Robert Sutcliffe. “Tiger” Gardiner was 
also past his best, but he would play on and off for another decade. Frank Lording and Tommy Horan went to 
South Melbourne, forward Ned O’Brien to Essendon, and “Doddy” Dedman left for Tasmania. East Melbourne 
only had slim pickings and secured fringe players F. Comins and J. Trott from Essendon.
May 6 was the official opening of the season, but only one senior game was played between Essendon and 
Hotham at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Essendon celebrated its arrival at a new home with a hard fought 
three-two win. The Don’s socks were red and black but its jerseys had a red band on a navy blue (not black) 
field. The black field was adopted around 1889-90. Arthur Young was best on the ground for the visitors, but 
it wasn’t enough to prevent “Josh” Adams, Paddy McShane, “Jumbo” Carter and company securing victory. The 
following week premiers South Melbourne defeated Hotham at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. Brookes 
and Adamson were best for South as were Arthur Young and Joe Shaw for the Northerners. On May 20 Essendon 
impressed with a narrow win over Melbourne at the MCG (which now had a press box). After an even first half 
brothers Wilfred and Fred Hughes led Essendon to victory. On the same day, top teams South Melbourne and 
Geelong registered easy wins over junior competition. South collected six goals in its match with Hotham United 
and Geelong kicked eight against West Geelong.
At the East Melbourne Cricket Ground on the Queen’s Birthday Hotham and Geelong produced a fierce 
encounter. Geelong began with the advantage of the wind and pounced early. The Pivots kicked a couple of 
behinds before Dick Broughton gave them the lead. Hotham defenders Pullen and Ley were kept extremely 
busy as the Pivots dominated the half, but this preponderance only brought the Pivots one goal from 13 scoring 
shots. Hotham hit back at the beginning of the second stanza and now it was Geelong’s turn to struggle. Hotham 
was determined to equalise and great following work from Joe Shaw and Joey Tankard kept the ball forward. 
Geelong however played a clever defensive game and kept the ball bottled up in the south-east corner of 
the field, and also showed ‘an inclination ... to lie down upon [the ball], when occasion offered with the very 
pretence of throwing up the arms so as not to appear to be holding it, the latter ruse being apparent enough’ 
(Australasian, 27/5/1882) .The northerners threw everything into the fray, but the Pivots survived several close 
shaves to record a narrow win. In other games, Carlton defeated Ballarat and Melbourne defeated Benalla.
The first blockbuster match of the season was between Carlton and South Melbourne on May 27 in front of 
12,000 spectators who turned up at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground to see a new tussle between these two 
great sides. The premiers were favourites and didn’t let their supporters down. On a heavy ground South were 
first to attack but fine defending from Carlton’s Dick Frayne kept them at bay. Play went back and forth until 
South’s Bob Hutton hit the post. Carlton then kicked a bundle of behinds before the red and whites countered 
with a goal to Matt Minchin. This stirred the Blues to greater efforts and brought an equalising goal to Jack 
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Baker. Shortly after the re-commencement Jimmy Young (who played a fine game) restored South’s lead from 40 
metres. Carlton upped the tempo in a desperate attempt to restore parity, but Baker, Coulthard and Harry Wilson 
were very unlucky when shooting for goal. With 10 minutes to go Tom Bushell put the game beyond doubt with 
South’s third goal, and the premier’s greater accuracy had made the difference. Essendon won its third game in 
a row against East Melbourne, and Hotham clambered past Melbourne by a narrow margin. Arthur Young put 
in another sterling performance for Hotham and added two goals, while new recruit Joey Tankard was one of 
its best. The news for Melbourne was not as positive; the Reds had lost two games against senior opposition 
but was yet to meet South, Geelong and Carlton. By the end of May, Essendon emerged as the season’s surprise 
packet. With five wins from five matches it shared top billing with reigning premiers South Melbourne, but was 
yet to meet 1881’s top three sides. Essendon’s first big test would be on June 3 when it was to host South at 
the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Geelong was in third and also had a 100 per cent record from four games. 
Carlton was just below these three with four wins from five games. These clubs were followed by Melbourne, 
Hotham and East Melbourne.
On June 3 the reigning premiers South Melbourne met the up-and-coming Essendon combination at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. Essendon acquitted itself well in what was arguably the biggest game in its short 
history. South started with the wind and it was soon apparent that the 6,000 odd spectators were in for a lesson 
in contrasting styles of play - South depended on weight and power while Essendon relied on speed, skill and 
little marking. The red and white gained the upper hand early when Harry Latchford put them in front with a 
neat kick from 20 metres. The Dons hit back though, and after sustained pressure, “Jumbo” Carter made matters 
even. Pepped up by this success the locals picked up the pace, which they had in abundance, and were soon 
a goal to the good against the breeze. The Dons continued to dominate at the beginning of the second half 
but frittered away goal-scoring opportunities, and eventually, South’s greater strength began to turn the match 
in its favour. In their eagerness the Dons began to leave their places and South took advantage of this lapse of 
discipline with a number of sorties that had the crowd on the edge of its seat. With only a few minutes remaining 
Tom Bushell scored the much-needed equaliser. The game ended two-all, so both sides remained undefeated.
Old foes Melbourne and Carlton met in another big game at the MCG. Both sides kicked behinds before 
Chas. Power, making up for an earlier miss, kicked Melbourne’s opening goal. Carlton countered with more 
behinds before Coulthard cleverly passed to Jack Baker who made it one-all. The Blues added another flurry 
of behinds before Melbourne’s dominant following division forced the ball forward to Chas. Power who again 
restored the Reds’ lead. John Rickards equalised for the Blues almost immediately and half time was called with 
the game all square. Things looked bad for the red and blue when Jack Baker put the Blues ahead for the first 
time, only a couple of minutes after the re-start, and Carlton proceeded to dominate the rest of the game. Harry 
Wilson soon made it four goals for Carlton, and despite a couple of shots at goal from Melbourne’s Billy Stiffe, 
Coulthard put the game beyond doubt with a fifth major. In the end, the Blues registered a convincing six-two 
win. In other matches, Hotham crushed East Melbourne by seven goals to nil (and had six goals at half time). 
Tankard, Andrew Neely and Arthur Young were best for the home side, while Dunne and Tindale were best for 
the Orientals. At Sleepy Hollow Geelong easily beat Ballarat to record its fifth straight win in all matches. Dick 
Broughton and Harry Steedman were best for the Pivots.
On June 10 South Melbourne met Melbourne at the MCG. South was struggling to recapture its 1881 
premiership form, but were confident of victory. After a slow start, Melbourne raced the ball up the ground 
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where Herb Power drop-kicked the opening goal. South soon hit back when Billy Wells equalised with a fine 
angled place-kick. Ruck play and packs dominated for the rest of the half and followers Tommy Cameron 
(South) and Dave Aitken (Melbourne) were at the forefront. During the interval more home supporters arrived 
and strongly encouraged the local club. Melbourne responded with some concerted attacks but the visitor’s 
defence held firm. South countered, and despite Dave Rannard’s best defensive efforts, Tom Bushell marked in 
a pack and put South ahead for the first time. The red and white was in control but an easy miss from Henry 
Rosser allowed the momentum to swing back Melbourne’s way and Chas. Power levelled the score. South then 
got right on top, but the umpire disallowed Matt Minchin’s goal (for being touched), although he had initially 
called a goal. Acting captain Minchin informed the arbiter that he would be protesting to the VFA. One of South’s 
supporters registered his support by springing from the crowd, running on to the field, and punching the umpire. 
After this disturbance the sides settled back to the match, which ended in a draw.
As usual Carlton asserted its superiority over Hotham. Coulthard was in rare form with three goals in the 
Blues victory. Dick Frayne and Harry Wilson also did well for the winners as did Joe Shaw and Jim Walker for the 
Hothamites. Carlton now had five wins from six games and was well in the hunt for the premiership. Geelong 
was awesome against East Melbourne on Corio Oval. The Pivots kicked an astonishing 14.20 against a hapless 
team that didn’t even get a behind. This win brutally exposed East Melbourne’s deficiencies and also declared 
that Geelong was well and truly back. This kind of goal scoring power was going to be very hard to match. 
Hughie McLean collected a hat trick of goals, and Jimmy Wilson led from the front as Geelong’s best player. 
Essendon’s brilliant start to the season came to an ignominious end when juniors South Yarra shocked them at 
Flemington after the Dons took things far too easily.
After some ordinary performances South Melbourne hoped to regenerate some enthusiasm for the game 
on its tour of Adelaide in mid-June. It won all five games with a record of 29 goals for and six goals against. 
Its best performance was against Norwood, which it defeated twelve-three, and its toughest opponent was Port 
Adelaide. Goal sneaks Tom Bushell and Bill Wells returned to some welcome form and shared a dozen goals. 
In July, Geelong travelled to Sydney where it also played five games. Four of these were played in Sydney and 
the other was against Albury United on the way home. The Pivots won all games including a whopping score of 
15.22 against Sydney. In another game against a combined NSW side Bertie Collins received McFarlane’s trophy 
for his good play, and Jimmy Wilson received the J.H. Rainsford trophy from the NSWFA. All up the Pivots scored 
37 goals and only conceded three.
On June 17 Melbourne faced the daunting task of confronting the unbeaten Geelong who had decimated East 
Melbourne a week earlier. At least the game was at the MCG and most of the 9,000 people at the ground hoped 
for an upset. A strong breeze blew across the ground and Geelong got on top early by displaying irresistible 
dash and energy. Bob Booth was defending grandly for the red and blue, but after five minutes, brilliant goal 
sneak Don Curdie kicked the Pivots’ first goal after he was first to react to Hickinbotham’s miss-kick for goal. The 
Reds then bottled the game up for a while but could not prevent Curdie making it two-nil. Try as they might the 
locals were unable to counter the ‘system of the Geelong men [which] was simply perfect, and the rapidity with 
which they exchanged marks won them rounds of applause’ (The Argus, 19/6/1882). The Melbourne players 
were also continually caught in possession by the speedier Pivots and looked well beaten at half time. The first 
fifteen minutes of the next term were the Reds’ best, but Jimmy Wilson was playing a brilliant game in defence 
for the visitors. Geelong was well on top most of the time and looked for Curdie on all occasions. He kicked 
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all goals in Geelong’s four-nil win, and it was clear that the Pivots were back to their best. Things began poorly 
for East Melbourne at the Prince’s Oval when it had to enlist substitutes to make up a full team for the game 
against Carlton. The East Melbourne players then walked off the ground after the umpire disallowed a goal. Even 
some Carlton players thought the Easts had goaled, but the umpire would not be moved. Carlton won 2.7 to 
0.6. Essendon’s form slump continued but it managed to salvage a one-all draw at Ballarat. “Taffy” Lawlor was 
Ballarat’s best and he would later turn out for the Dons.
Competition leaders Geelong and Carlton met on Corio Oval on June 24. In an excellent game both sides 
worked with a will and moved the ball quickly from end to end. The Blues were persistent in attack, but only 
secured behinds via the dangerous Coulthard and Jack Baker. The latter was barely contained by Geelong 
defender Chas. Brownlow. The Pivots then had a fine period of play and kept up the pressure, but Joe Brush 
and Ben Hall missed good goal scoring chances. Harry Wilson was brilliant for the visitors and just before half 
time took a mark about 30 metres from goal. The Geelong defenders were busy trying to match up with Carlton’s 
forwards when Wilson had his shot for goal. The kick was high and short, and when the ball hit the ground it 
turned into a ‘dropper’ and bounced along the ground through the big sticks. The Blues thus led at half time, 
and their spirits lifted further when heavy rain set in. Being the heavier side, Carlton was confident of going 
on with the job in the second half. The Blues began the next term by kicking the ball off the ground at every 
opportunity and kept the home side on the defensive. The visitors kicked a few behinds but could not extend 
their lead. Umpire Sommers then got cramp and had to retire and was replaced by ex-Geelong captain Tommy 
Austin. Carlton continued to dominate as darkness descended, but just before the end of the game, a Geelong 
counter thrust brought Don Curdie a dubious mark 25 metres from goal. While Carlton was protesting the mark 
Curdie passed to Steedman. Carlton claimed this pass was a throw so umpire Austin gave the mark back to 
Curdie. He then put the ball straight through the centre. The Blues then argued that time was up before the kick 
for goal was made, but to no avail. Carlton had been the better side, especially in the second half, but Geelong 
had snatched a draw. Hotham beat the under performing Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The 
Don’s cause was not helped when seven of the first twenty failed to appear. Rigg and Arthur Young were terrific 
in one of Hotham’s best performances of the year. 
The sports company Boyle and Scott organised the South Australian club Norwood’s tour of Victoria in June. 
Its first game was against Melbourne on June 24 and the locals were too good winning 8.8 to 1.5. The next 
Tuesday Norwood lost to Ballarat Imperial, but surprised everyone on the following Thursday when it bested 
premiers South Melbourne by two goals to one. South did not have its best side on the paddock, but nothing 
could be taken away from a fine Norwood victory that was set up by its excellent first half. To make matters 
worse South’s Harry Latchford was reported to the VFA for striking Norwood’s “Topsy” Waldron. The charge 
attracted considerable media interest. Latchford claimed that he had acted in self-defence and at a VFA meeting 
on July 7 conflicting evidence was presented by the players. In the end Latchford was cleared. Norwood lost to 
Ballarat and Carlton before returning home.
By the end of June, as in 1881, Geelong and South Melbourne remained the only undefeated sides, but 
Geelong had won seven of eight games while South had won five from seven, plus it had lost to Norwood. 
Carlton was performing strongly and was a major threat to these two. The Blues had only lost one of nine games. 
Essendon’s poor form in June cost it dearly. It slumped to fourth and had a lot of work to do to get back in 
touch with the leaders. In contrast, Hotham had a good month having only lost to Carlton. Melbourne and East 
Melbourne brought up the rear. South Melbourne’s Tom Bushell led the goal kicking with thirteen majors.
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Essendon recovered its reputation with an outstanding effort against Geelong at the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground on July 1. The home side started with the breeze, and after withstanding Geelong’s initial pressure, set 
up a series of attacks. “Jumbo” Carter, Ned Powell and Harry Griffiths (who would later fight in the Boer War and 
World War I) were especially prominent for the Dons at this stage and their pressure paid off when Ned O’Brien 
put them into the lead. The home side continued to attack but Geelong was up to the challenge. Fred Thomson 
and Harry Steedman were playing fine defensive games, while the Wilson brothers kept the Dons honest around 
the ground. However, this wasn’t enough to keep the locals out and Ballarat recruit “Gobbo” Cairns made it two-
nil before half time. Geelong had been sorely tested, but with the wind at its back for the next period the visitors 
set about making up the leeway. Bertie Collins soon pulled a goal back with a beautiful kick, but Essendon was 
not done yet. Followers Carter, McDonald and Hughes were well on top and were giving the Dons plenty of 
drive, but try as they might the speedy Dons could not penetrate Geelong’s defence for a third time. Ben Hall 
and Jimmy Wilson were terrific and cleared their lines with telling punt kicks that set up Pivot counter-attacks. 
From one of these Don Curdie equalised. Essendon rallied for a final tip at victory, but ‘One of the most brilliant 
struggles ever seen on the football field’ (Australasian 8/7/82) ended in a two-all draw. In other matches, South 
Melbourne wasn’t in great form but came back after trailing at half time to triumph 2.12 to 1.11 over Melbourne. 
Melbourne was having a poor year, but showed a glimpse of what it could do in this game. Carlton defeated the 
visiting Norwood team.
On July 8 Carlton met South Melbourne at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground and hoped to avenge the 
loss it suffered at the hands of the reigning premiers in May. The heavy rain that fell during the match suited the 
Blues and the ground started to fill with pools of water as play began. The premiers took the early initiative but 
Carlton defended grimly. Bushell claimed a mark on the goal line, but a free kick was given to the Blues. Tim 
Maloney was driving the Blues forward and they scored three behinds in rapid succession. The fine defensive 
play of Jimmy Young and Angus Evans prevented any further damage. The game then swung back South’s 
way, and after sustained pressure, Matt Minchin popped through the visitor’s first goal from 30 metres. In the 
second half Carlton went immediately into attack, but “Sonny” Elms led a desperate defence. South made the 
odd rally, but Carlton was generally ascendant and with only a few minutes remaining George Coulthard eluded 
his opponent and marked within kicking distance. He made no mistake to help Carlton secure a one-all draw. 
Melbourne did well against Essendon on the MCG and ex-player John Watson stepped in to represent his old 
club while Norwood was in town. The pouring rain made for deplorable playing conditions so clubs agreed that 
there would be no half-time break. In a bleak encounter Melbourne was pleased to gain a nil-all draw. 
Essendon was struggling to find the sort of consistency required for premiership teams, but had a surprise in 
store for Carlton on July 15. Indeed, Essendon made the football world sit up and take notice when it crushed 
the Blues at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in front of 10,000 spectators. Jack Baker was injured and did 
not play, but the Blues still had a very good side. Unluckily they hit Essendon’s most brilliant performance of 
the year. The Dons won the toss and began with the assistance of a stiff breeze. They were in fine form and 
rapidly moved the ball down the ground with a series of well-executed marks. After five minutes Wilfred Hughes 
kicked the home side’s first goal from 40 metres. The Dons were too quick and agile for the Blues, although Dick 
Frayne played a solid game at the heart of Carlton’s defence. Unfortunately, every time he kicked the ball away 
it was quickly returned. O’Brien and Hughes soon added goals for Essendon. Carlton only got past the centre 
twice in this half. At half time the Blues were in shock, but figured they could get back into the contest after the 
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interval. Carlton did get back to business at the beginning of the half, but Ned Powell and “Jumbo” Carter turned 
the tables once again and the Dons soon had a fourth goal. Cairns rubbed salt into Carlton’s wounds with a fifth 
major. Carlton still plugged away but had to fight hard for Coulthard’s consolation goal. Essendon was in superb 
form throughout and ‘played together ... like machinery, and such a display of the game is not likely to be seen 
again for some time’ (The Sportsman, 19/7/1882). A great day for the Dons ended with a convincing six-one win, 
which was a fine way to celebrate its first ever win over the Blues. At the MCG Melbourne was honest but could 
not match South Melbourne. Umpire Phil O’Neill wore a special “light” uniform to distinguish himself from the 
players, and was a gesture much appreciated by the crowd. South was too good, and with goal sneak Bob Roy in 
fine touch, the visitors booted three unanswered goals in the first half. In the second term Melbourne proved far 
from done, and had it kicked straight, might have stolen a draw. As it was South won 5.6 to 3.9. Charles Rosser 
was best for the visitors and Murdoch McKenzie put in another sterling game for the Reds.
On July 22 Geelong gained revenge against South Melbourne at Corio Oval before 6,000 supporters (3-400 
South supporters arrived by the special train). The Pivots got off to a confident start but only scored several 
behinds. Recovering from this opening burst South went ahead when Tom Bushell kicked a magnificent long-
range goal. This stirred the locals to greater efforts and Jimmy Wilson and Bertie Collins worked furiously to get 
Geelong back on equal terms. “Sonny” Elms, Bob Hutton and Jimmy Young were fine defenders, but could not 
prevent Collins from a game-levelling place-kick. South’s Matt Minchin then hurt his knee, and Addison injured 
his shoulder, so both had to retire from active play. The Pivots were soon dominating and Harry Steedman 
wriggled out of a pack to put the home side ahead before Don Curdie added two goals. When half time arrived 
Geelong thoroughly deserved its three-goal break. South struck back at the start of the next term, and its hard 
work gave them several good chances to get back into the game. However, Bushell, and then Gilchrist, hit 
the post and the Pivots rebounded with Curdie’s third goal. South was plucky and its perseverance was finally 
rewarded with a goal to Henry Rosser, but Geelong won out with three goals in hand. Essendon’s game against 
Carlton had been much admired, but Geelong’s win against South was also very impressive. Supporters from the 
metropolis who saw the game admitted that no Geelong team had played better, and the Pivots were the first 
team to lower South’s colours in 1882.
In other matches, Melbourne and Carlton played a cracker at the MCG. Neither side was able to goal in the 
first half, but in the second stanza a keenly contested match saw goals to Bailey and John Rickards that were 
enough to give Carlton a narrow win against the luckless Reds. Once again, Melbourne was poor in front of goal, 
but Dave Aitken and Dave Rannard were two very good followers who made the Reds a competitive outfit. For 
the winners, Harry Wilson and Jack Baker did best. Essendon gained revenge for its June loss to Hotham with 
a six-three triumph. Adams and McShane were best for Essendon as were Neely (who scored all of Hotham’s 
goals) and Arthur Ley for the northerners.
There were some interesting results on July 29. The biggest surprise was Melbourne’s sensational victory 
over the much-vaunted Pivots at Corio Oval. The Reds learned a great deal from their drubbing at the MCG 
earlier in the year and were determined to take their chances on this occasion. The visitors decided to make the 
most of possession by setting up shots for goal from directly in front, rather than relying on hopeful shooting 
for goal from any distance and angle. Melbourne started with a slight breeze behind it and Nicholson scored its 
first goal from 30 metres directly in front. Geelong lost a player through injury but hit back when Hugh McLean 
landed Geelong’s first goal out of a scrimmage. Melbourne surprised the home side when George Aitken slotted 
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   110 28/05/2014   4:17 pm
1882
111
a second goal shortly after the re-commencement. The locals stormed back and peppered the goals, but only 
came up with six behinds, and though they continued to dominate, could only gather 13 behinds for the term. 
Melbourne’s two-one win was thus obtained with only a third of Geelong’s scoring opportunities. This was a 
notable victory for Melbourne as they became the first senior club to win on Corio Oval, and it was Geelong’s 
first home loss since May 1877 (when the Reds were again victorious). Geelong’s shock defeat also breathed life 
back into the premiership race.
Hotham also surprised South Melbourne with a solid three-one victory in a scrappy affair at the MCG. 
Hotham took the lead and the able defence of Arthur Ley and George Houston frustrated South’s search for an 
equaliser. Jimmy Robertson then put the blue and white two goals up. Tommy Horan pulled one back for the 
premiers but they wasted a couple of gilt-edged chances to make scores level. Hotham’s fine play continued in 
the second half, while South continued to squander chances. Ned Young then restored the northerners’ two-goal 
buffer. The winners’ Joe Shaw and Joe Tankard were outstanding followers and teamed together beautifully. In 
other games, Essendon had a birthday at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground against East Melbourne when it 
kicked seven goals. “Jumbo” Carter and “Josh” Adams were best for the winners. A weakened Carlton travelled 
to Sandhurst and drew with a representative district side.
At the end of July Geelong was still the best performing side having won eight of eleven games (excluding 
inter-colonial contests), but it was a close run thing. The Pivots had only lost once in all matches, but Carlton, 
Essendon and South Melbourne were breathing down its neck in the next three places. Hotham, East Melbourne 
and Melbourne were in the next echelon of teams and would have to fight it out to avoid the ignominy of being 
‘whippers-in’. Essendon had been very good in July and shared Geelong’s record of only one loss in senior 
games. South Melbourne’s Tom Bushell and Geelong’s Don Curdie shared the goal kicking lead with fifteen 
each.
On August 5 10,000 spectators saw South Melbourne show enormous resilience against a determined Carlton 
at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. In an exciting contest Jack Baker kicked the Blues’ first goal and 
Coulthard followed almost immediately with a great kick from 50 metres that landed a second goal. Things 
were looking up for Carlton but South’s Bob Roy’s goal stemmed the flow. The home side scored more behinds 
before Goding’s shot from 70 metres surprised everyone when it bounced through for a major and made it two 
goals a piece. Sam Bloomfield then missed a sitter from 10 metres that would have given the Blues the lead at 
half time. In the second period matters were even until South’s veteran defender Chris Thomas kicked poorly 
out from goal. H. O’Donnell intercepted and put Carlton back into the lead. Jack Baker then ran into an open 
goal to put the Blues two-up once again before Woodburn missed a golden opportunity to wrap up the contest. 
The visitors led by superb play from Harry Wilson kept up the pressure, but the locals refused to concede and 
Harry Latchford pulled a goal back with an accurate place-kick. South’s sheer persistence eventually enabled 
Bill Addison to restore parity with a fourth goal. At this point Carlton’s resistance seemed to break, and though 
the Blues flooded back into defence, the home side ran all over them in the last ten minutes and added further 
goals to secure a fine six-four victory. South’s perseverance against the odds enhanced the club’s reputation 
for playing games out to the end. Jimmy Wilson and Harry Steedman led Geelong to a convincing victory over 
visitors Hotham, and August would prove to be a disappointing month for the northerners. At the old Melbourne 
Ground, the Reds had little trouble defeating East Melbourne.
South Melbourne had its best chance of the season to return to premiership contention when it hosted 
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Geelong on August 12. A capacity crowd of 10-12,000 attended this crucial battle. Both sides missed early 
chances, including Billy Wilson’s poster. South attacked but Fred Thomson and the ubiquitous Jimmy Wilson led 
an inventive defence that set up a number of counter charges. One of these led to Hughie McLean’s first goal for 
the blue and white. Geelong now mounted a sustained attack, but new defender “Sonny” Elms and Jim Gibson 
were equal to the task and prevented any further damage. Henry Rosser then punted South’s first goal and the 
locals looked to press home their advantage. Bad luck spoiled their momentum though as Bob Roy hit the post 
and Tom Bushell’s attempt was just touched on the way through. South was the better side in the first half but 
it was level at the interval. South attacked at the re-start but Geelong’s defence kept it at bay by pushing up and 
preventing South’s goal sneaks from getting any marks within range. In desperation South started massing men 
forward in an attempt to break Geelong’s defensive stranglehold. This tactic gave Bushell a gilt-edged chance 
from 10 metres but he failed to take advantage of it. It wasn’t long after this that the brilliant Jimmy Wilson 
instigated a series of rushes that broke through South’s over-committed cordon, and McLean was able to put the 
Pivots ahead. He then quickly added another after a slick Pivot counter attack. The usually resilient southerners 
began to flag and Geelong finished the fresher kicking more goals to record an emphatic five-one victory. South’s 
second loss to the Pivots in 1882 effectively put them out of the premiership race and only Essendon remained 
to challenge the heroes from Sleepy Hollow.
Carlton thrashed Hotham in a ill-tempered game. Things began pleasantly enough when Carlton generously 
offered to forego its gate money to benefit Hotham’s desire to erect a fence around the Hotham Recreation 
Reserve. The Blues were clearly the better side and easily led at half time (and won five-nil). The flashpoint 
occurred in the second half when Coulthard and Tankard decided to deliver a reprise of their training ground 
clash at Carlton in late April. Blows were struck and filthy language used in an incident The Sportsman claimed 
was ‘one of the most disgraceful affairs witnessed on a football field’. Commentators demanded harsh retribution 
for the culprits. It was generally agreed that Tankard started the trouble, but the VFA came down hard on both 
players by suspending them until the end of the season. Carlton was incensed and refused to abide by the 
decision. In further controversy, rumours circulated that Hotham’s Andrew Neely and veteran Jimmy Robertson 
were bribed not to kick goals, but this accusation was strenuously denied. Essendon met Melbourne in a more 
sedate contest on the Prince’s Oval. Only fourteen of Melbourne’s best players turned up, and the club could 
hardly expect to offer much competition under these circumstances. Essendon racked up a five-goal win and 
Paddy McShane was best on the ground.
South Melbourne hosted Essendon in the match of the day on August 19. Essendon was expected to have 
an easy time of it against the injury-hit locals, but the latter surprised with some excellent team football. The 
southerners started on the front foot and more than matched their speedy opponents. Their good play was 
rewarded with a goal to Minchin, but Essendon hit back immediately through Wilf Hughes. Essendon was the 
fastest team in the VFA but overdid running with the ball in this game and was often caught in possession by its 
opponents. Taylor and Horan were excellent for South and Harry Latchford soon put the home side back in the 
lead. Despite its best efforts Essendon could not find another quick reply. In a fast and furious contest there were 
only a few minutes remaining before the break when Martin equalised for the Dons. However, Latchford, with 
another of his accurate place-kicks, re-claimed South’s lead just before the umpire called “time” for the interval. 
The second half was equally absorbing as neither side held back, but Essendon shaded the southerners and Wilf 
Hughes was able to restore parity. This goal inspired Essendon to play its best football of the day, and South’s 
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defence had all it could do to prevent the visitors from taking the lead. Their exciting struggle thus ended in a 
three-all draw. The game between Carlton and Melbourne was not played because the Blues turned up with 
Coulthard in their ranks. Reports varied as to exactly why the game did not proceed. One stated that Melbourne 
refused to play Carlton after it refused to omit Coulthard, while another account stated that in a show of solidarity 
the Carlton players did not want to play without Coulthard. Whatever the reason, the Blues were seething, so 
much so that there was talk of seceding from the VFA. Carlton was aggravated further when on September 1 
the VFA decided to review the case. Their decision was to release Tankard from suspension but not Coulthard.
On August 26 Geelong booted seven goals against a lethargic Hotham side. Melbourne went down to 
Ballarat, and East Melbourne drew with juniors South Yarra. By the end of the month Geelong and Essendon 
were the best performing sides in the competition. Geelong had won twelve from fifteen matches (with one 
loss), and Essendon had ten wins from seventeen games (with two losses). Geelong was expected to regain the 
title it lost in 1881, but if Essendon could beat the Pivots on Corio Oval on September 2, and perform creditably 
in its remaining games, the premiership might go to a play-off. Essendon had drawn with Geelong at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground earlier in the season and drew twice with South, while thrashing Carlton by five 
goals. The Blues were next on the list having lost three games in fifteen, as had South Melbourne. Melbourne 
was now last after East Melbourne disbanded on September 1. This would be the final hoorah for senior clubs 
from the East Melbourne district.
There were no finals at this time but the match between Geelong and Essendon at Corio Oval on September 
2 was a premiership-defining contest. Unfortunately, Essendon was ill prepared to meet this mighty challenge for 
its players had to jump straight off the boat after a Tasmanian tour. After playing its last game against Oatlands in 
Tasmania on Thursday, August 31, the club caught the ferry to Queenscliff on the following Saturday and raced 
to Corio Oval where the team joined up with a couple of players that had travelled from Melbourne. The game 
finally started at 4 o’clock, but quite a few Essendon men were suffering from seasickness while Geelong had its 
strongest team for the year on the park. Despite this encumbrance Essendon won the toss and was excellent in 
the first half when kicking down hill. The Dons relied on speed while Geelong depended on its famed machine-
like teamwork and stronger kicking power. Essendon followers “Jumbo” Carter and Tommy Rout were in fine 
touch, and with the pacy “Josh” Adams and Tom Nally getting plenty of the ball, Geelong was forced to defend, 
which it did brilliantly. Indeed, it was only Geelong’s defence, led by another superb game from Jimmy Wilson 
that kept them in the game. Essendon’s Carter finally got a mark a few metres from goal only to hear the call 
of “half time” from umpire Trait. The Dons were disgusted by this call and suspected the worst from the local 
umpire. Matters were reversed in the second half as Paddy McShane and Ned Powell were forced to lead a busy 
Dons’ defence against Geelong’s threatening forays. The travel and exertions of the first half eventually began 
to take its toll on the visitors and with Geelong’s tough follower Bertie Collins asserting his authority over the 
game Hughie McLean slipped away from his man to kick the home side’s first goal. Don Curdie got another for 
the Pivots who confirmed the premiership with a two-nil win. Not even the music played by the local artillery 
band could inspire the Dons to a supreme effort on this occasion. The Sportsman claimed that Essendon showed 
more ‘pluck than judgement’ by going ahead with the game. 
Because of the condition of the Essendon players both clubs agreed to play another game on September 16, 
but it never took place. A week later the Geelong players decided almost unanimously (by 17 votes) not to play 
Essendon again. This was good enough for no-nonsense captain Jimmy Wilson who announced there would 
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be no re-match. To be fair to Geelong it had graciously accepted South Melbourne’s premiership claim in 1881 
and that experience probably informed its decision to avoid Essendon this time. Geelong could also assert that it 
had a right to claim the premiership, for Essendon had already been given an opportunity to contest it. It wasn’t 
Geelong’s responsibility that Essendon was ill-prepared for the match.
There were contrasting interpretations of this situation by the Melbourne and Geelong press. According to 
“Barwon” at the Geelong Advertiser, Essendon was perfectly fit for what was the best game of the year, and he 
concluded that ‘Geelong may now — if not before — lawfully lay claim the championship of the season, so far’ 
(4/9/1882). A few days later he claimed that if Essendon had organised the trip back to Geelong at that time and 
were unfit to play then they only had themselves to blame, and Geelong did not owe them any favours. The 
reporter from The Sportsman begged to differ. He claimed that Geelong’s decision not to play Essendon:
will not give satisfaction in football circles, as it is generally admitted that Essendon were not in a fit 
condition to meet the Geelong on Saturday week last, so that, under the circumstances, it will not be 
surprising if Geelong’s claims to the premiership are disputed. 
The Sportsman, 13/9/1882
The Australasian believed that Geelong’s decision was a case where ‘discretion [got] the better part of valour’. 
Indeed, Hotham was willing to pull out of its match against the Pivots so that a re-match with Essendon could 
take place. Geelong did not take up the offer.
In the metropolis Carlton was still upset over the Coulthard affair and only secured a draw against Melbourne 
on the Melbourne Ground. The Blues were ahead at half time but the Reds got the better of the second half 
to claim the draw. Longden and McKenzie were best for the home side as were Baker and Bloomfield for 
Carlton. Later that evening Carlton met over the Coulthard affair, and three days later at the Clyde Hotel the club 
organised a testimonial for that player.
The Blues did better against Essendon on the Prince’s Oval (September 9). In their previous encounter, 
Essendon had run the Blues off their feet, and Carlton wanted to make sure this wouldn’t happen again. So, 
rather than trying to match the Dons’ pace they decided to rely on little marking and prompt kicking to players 
who strictly kept to their positions. This strategy almost brought them victory. John Rickards booted Carlton’s 
first goal against the run of play and although a number of goal scoring opportunities arose for both sides the 
Blues held the advantage at half time. The Dons had the wind in the second period and Pitcher goaled for 
Essendon immediately after the re-start. “Gobbo” Cairns put them into the lead, after McIntosh wasted a good 
chance for the Blues. After a number of skirmishes Cairns made it three-one in a purple patch for the Dons who 
now appeared to have set up a solid win. Then Harry Wilson kicked a great goal from an acute angle and the 
Blues were back in business. Essendon could have wrapped up the game after this but frittered away a number 
of chances before Carlton’s Jim Bailey pulled a goal out of his hat when he kicked from an acute angle into the 
breeze from 40 metres The Dons should have won but Carlton earned a draw for a fine effort. 
Geelong confirmed its premiership status by thrashing Melbourne on Corio Oval. Melbourne didn’t have its 
best team but brought its own umpire (South’s Bob Hutton). The Reds didn’t want J.J. Trait and claimed it was 
their turn to choose an umpire. The local skipper Jimmy Wilson begged to differ and stated that the home team 
always retained the right to nominate the umpire. Melbourne couldn’t do much about it, so with umpire Trait 
in charge the Pivots got to work booting four goals in each half to record an eight-nil win over the lacklustre 
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visitors. Murdoch McKenzie played a great game for the losers while Bertie Collins was Geelong’s best and 
kicked three goals.
Basking in the glory of its premiership success the Pivots welcomed Carlton to Corio Oval on September 
16. Bill Goer won the toss for the visitors who started with the wind. Geelong worked harder however and 
soon had the ball in its forward zone where it peppered away for a number of behinds. Under this pressure 
Carlton couldn’t get its game together, but against the run of play was able to move the ball to Jimmy Bailey, 
who dodged a few Geelong defenders and kicked a superb goal on the run. The home crowd was absolutely 
astonished. Don Curdie eventually equalised for the locals when he snapped truly out of a scrimmage. Carlton 
followers Harry Wilson and Goer got the Blues rolling again and Jack Baker grabbed back the lead before the 
half closed. Geelong took the initiative in the opening minutes of the second half. Hugh McLean hit the post, 
and then Dave Hickinbotham, who was playing a great game, levelled the scores. Encouraged by this the Pivots 
quickly went ahead through McLean. Carlton bounced back with some great play from Jack Baker who got the 
ball to Walsh who levelled the scores again with a mighty goal from 60 metres. With the result up for grabs both 
sides threw themselves into the fray, but Geelong had more firepower. After McLean was unlucky to have a goal 
disallowed, Don Curdie did the ‘needful’ to get the premiers up in a highly entertaining contest by four goals to 
three.
Hotham proved far too good for Melbourne in a very rough game. The Stripes were only a goal up at half 
time, but kicked right away in the second to record a convincing six-two victory. Ned Young kicked three goals 
and Joe Shaw and Joe Tankard were best, while Murdoch McKenzie and the Longdens fought hard for the losers. 
The following week (September 23) Geelong had an easy win over Hotham and South defeated Melbourne. On 
September 30 the newly crowned premiers travelled to Ballarat and were beaten. This shock result was Ballarat’s 
first win against the Pivots and it was celebrated with gusto. Geelong was not happy and claimed that the ground 
was poor and the game should not have been played, but this was a case of sour grapes. The premiers lost 
despite the fact that Jimmy Wilson was best on the ground. Carlton ended a disappointing season on a high note 
when it defeated Melbourne. Jim Bailey kicked three goals for the winners and Baker was best, as was McKenzie 
for Melbourne. 
Geelong secured its fourth premiership in five years and for some the club was back to where it belonged. 
The Pivots won twenty of twenty-four matches and its whopping 120 goals during the year was a new record. 
The Australasian reported, ‘The club owes its position largely to its strong esprit de corps and splendid discipline, 
its members never sacrificing their club on the altar of individual glory, and the able way the team is handled, 
the captain never losing a point that is to be made’ (7/10/1882). Essendon came from nowhere to push Geelong 
all the way in 1882. It had a magnificent year and was a little unlucky, but had now entered the top echelon 
of clubs where it would later entrench itself. South Melbourne suffered from a premiership hangover, but was 
also hit hard by injuries. The captaincy in particular was affected as Major, Minchin and Gibson all had to take 
over at times. Geelong’s Jimmy Wilson had demonstrated how important a steady captain was for instilling team 
discipline, so there was a reasonable excuse for South’s below par performances.
Without the right leadership a team could easily suffer from a lack of common purpose as Carlton discovered 
in 1882. This was largely due to new captain Billy Goer who struggled to assert his authority and keep the 
respect of the players. The club’s fourth place was its poorest finish since 1865 when it first appeared on the 
football field, and it was the first time the Blues had not finished in the top three since 1866. From 1867 to 1881 
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Carlton was in the top three fifteen times (with five premierships). Hotham improved one position to fifth in 
1882 but continued to be mediocre performers in the VFA. Carlton had a poor season by its high standards, but 
old rival Melbourne fared even worse. After East Melbourne dropped out of senior ranks Melbourne finished 
in last position for the first time in its history. This decline had come about because it had not moved with the 
times, and selection policy was very conservative. Most successful clubs had some kind of semi-professionalism, 
but Melbourne’s administration completely rejected this option. The club still had its fair share of quality players, 
but had an ageing list and talented youth were desperately needed. The Reds did however beat Geelong in an 
incredible game, and held Essendon and Carlton to draws, so it was still a very capable side on its day.
Melbourne’s follower Murdoch McKenzie was the outstanding performer in 1882. This was a particularly 
meritorious performance given Melbourne’s poor season. Essendon’s “Jumbo” Carter also proved his worth time 
and time again, but it was generally held that Geelong’s Jimmy Wilson continued to be ‘one of the finest players 
the colony has ever seen’. Other players who did well included followers Harry Wilson (Carlton) and Bertie 
Collins (Geelong). Geelong’s “Dobie” Thomson and Carlton’s Tim Maloney were leading defenders. Essendon’s 
Ned Powell and South’s Bob Hutton were quality all rounders, and up forward, the leading goal kicker was 
Geelong’s Hugh McLean with a new record twenty-five goals. Team mate Don Curdie with twenty-one and South 
Melbourne’s Tom Bushell with twenty goals were next in line.
In the VJFA South Yarra and East Melbourne’s Powlett played off for the junior first-rate premiership. South 
Yarra won convincingly, but its championship status was immediately challenged by South Park, which asserted 
that it was entitled to the honour. South Yarra derided this claim, but South Park responded with the charge 
that South Yarra was afraid to play it. South Park then announced that it would play Sandridge for the Junior 
premiership (this game was drawn). The Australasian followed with the claim that ‘no club can lay claim to the 
title of “premier” except it is prepared to meet all and sundry [and South Yarra] had not met Hotham United, 
Northcote, South Park, or the Star of Carlton’ (30/9/1882). Star of Carlton then put forward a claim for the 
premiership, and stated that South Yarra would also not play them, and challenged anyone to a deciding contest. 
Williamstown and Northcote also wanted to be the premiers. South Park finally advertised a challenge to any 
other undefeated junior club to play them on a neutral ground for the purposes of determining the premiership. 
As South Yarra was the only other undefeated junior team, the challenge was clearly directed at them. Although 
there was talk that the challenge had to be accepted, no other games were played. The junior premier for 1882 
thus remained in dispute.
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In 1883 only six clubs competed for the premiership in what turned out to be one of the most even races for 
many years. The numerous matches played between seniors, juniors, provincial and inter-colonial clubs showed 
just how much football had flourished, and matches between seniors now began to be assessed separately from 
other contests. At some point in the first paragraph you may like to include a sentence or two on the failed bid 
of a Richmond club to gain admission to the VFA as a senior club. In March 1883 a senior Richmond club was 
formed but this project would be abandoned before the season commenced. Richmond Cricket Club’s minutes 
suggests that a major reason for its failure was ‘in consequence of the secretary of the Richmond Football Club 
[James Charles] not receiving any notification of the annual meeting of secretaries, [and therefore] he had been 
unable to arrange a sufficient number of matches with senior clubs’.1
At this time, newspapers did not provide weekly ladders, but the Australasian presented end of season 
results for all games. Its sister daily newspaper The Argus only assessed end of season results between seniors 
and this became the common practice by the end of the decade. In May’s VFA meeting administrators agreed that 
the rules required further revision. A free kick would now be given against those that deliberately kicked out of 
bounds. There was also a proposal to divide the game into quarters rather than halves, but this would not come 
about quite yet. Central umpires were also to be paid. Journalists called for the introduction of a timekeeper, and 
some kind of ‘yard penalty’ for players that charged an opponent after he had taken a mark. It was also decided 
that a club required a minimum of 80 members before it could join the VFA. After the acrimonious disputes that 
marked the end of the junior premiership year in 1882 the first “official” AGM of the Victorian Junior Football 
Association was held at Young and Jackson’s Hotel in late April. 
Geelong was the benchmark for the competition and few could match its consistency and depth of talent. 
The Pivots also continued to defy the odds. It suffered a major blow when great captain Jimmy Wilson retired 
because of severe rheumatism (and the club certainly felt his loss), but Charles Brownlow was a capable 
replacement as the new skipper. Geelong also had to deal with metropolitan clubs that constantly tried to poach 
its players. Some players moved to study at Melbourne University and were picked up from there. Amongst the 
departures in 1883 were fine ruckman Bertie Collins to Melbourne, rover John McShane to South Melbourne, and 
goal sneak Don Curdie to Essendon. These were fine players, and the Pivots struggled to cover their absence, 
especially the heavyweight Collins. It did however welcome a new goal sneak called Phil McShane from North 
Geelong, and he would prove to be far more prolific than Curdie. Defender Fred Furnell, a solid and dependable 
player joined them from one of the colleges. The team was built around a core of champions that included Hugh 
McLean, Jack Kerley, Harry Steedman and Billy Wilson. James Boyd, Charles Brownlow, Joe Brush, Tom Cahill, 
1 Richmond Cricket Club minutes, 1883.
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Reg Morrison, Dick Robinson and Bob Talbot were in the next tier of players, and all could walk into any other 
senior club. As if this pool of talent wasn’t enough of a headache for the opposing teams, Geelong led the way in 
the fitness stakes. The players were attending Mr. Reichmann’s Geelong gymnasium three days a week and went 
for long runs on other evenings. This built strength and stamina, qualities that would serve the club extremely 
well in the future as it became renowned for big finishes in tight games.
Essendon had exceeded all expectations in 1882, but established a standard that the young club found 
difficult to maintain. It suffered when excellent Ballarat-born goal sneak George “Gobbo” Cairns left for South 
Australia in May. The club picked up Geelong’s Don Curdie in a bid to cover this loss, but Curdie was not the 
player he had been at Geelong and he soon drifted from the scene. Secretary Alex McCracken however was 
an active recruiter and plucked ex-captain Harry Dunne and dependable follower Fred Tindale from recently 
disbanded East Melbourne. Melbourne also gave up a couple of better players to the Dons when follower 
Dave Aitken and forward Herbert Power joined, and Ned Young arrived from Hotham. Essendon also recruited 
other fine players such as pacy wingman Stuart Angwin from Hawthorn Grammar, defender Bill Fleming (from 
Scotch College), and solid all-rounder Dan Sebire from Moonee Ponds (via Carlton). Angwin and Fleming would 
become members of the 1891 premiership team.
South Melbourne was hit with a rash of retirements at the end of 1882. Fine follower Bill Addison, winger 
Billy Hopkinson, forward Harry Latchford, ex-captain George Major and ex-vice captain Matt Minchin all called it 
a day. Another ex-captain, Jim Gibson left for Queensland. This was a considerable drain of talent as most were 
core members of the 1881 premiership team. It left the Southerners with a huge task of re-building, and this 
would not be easy. They recruited some fine senior players such as John McShane from Geelong and Andrew 
Neely from Hotham, but the rest were juniors of which Fred Grave and J. Minchin (Matt’s brother) became solid 
contributors in years to come. Despite these difficulties, South somehow found a way to meld a competitive 
outfit in 1883. 
Carlton was still fuming about the George Coulthard case and was determined to play up to its 1877 form. 
In tragic news, mighty champion Coulthard (after his miserable end to the 1882 season), contracted tuberculosis, 
and would die from the condition. When Billy Goer left for Sydney Dick Frayne took over as captain. The Blues 
also lost a group of players to Melbourne, including John Rickards and “Cocky” Murphy. On the positive side of 
the ledger they picked up Jim Walker from Hotham and “Ducky” Cameron from South Melbourne. Carlton also 
recruited a raft of promising juniors including Heatley, Shearwood, Whelan and Elliott from Star of Carlton, and 
Jack Joyce from Britannia. Joyce would later become an influential figure in Collingwood’s formation.
Something had to be done at Melbourne. Cries of ‘shame’ rang out at its April AGM when the 1882 results 
were read out. Members severely criticised the match committee, the players’ poor attitude to training, and Dave 
Rannard’s captaincy. Rannard resigned his position and champion follower Murdoch McKenzie took command. 
The club recruited actively and secured a major coup when fine Geelong follower Bertie Collins joined. McKenzie 
could not have wished for a better comrade in the following division. The Reds also grabbed the lion’s share 
of players from the disbanded East Melbourne. These included Henry Champion, Archie McIntyre, F. Pohlman, 
George Strachan and A. Tuckfield. Other additions included Atkins from Geelong and Arthur Ley from Hotham. 
“Barkley” Jones (later captain of South Williamstown and Williamstown) arrived from Williamstown juniors 
Battery United, and “Merri” Plant came from Northcote. Dave Aitken and Power left for Essendon, Tom Nash 
retired, and the Longdens left for Sydney. Hotham, not a happy club at this time, lost some good players to 
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other senior clubs. Ley and Franks went to Melbourne (though Ley returned in June), Neely to South Melbourne, 
Walker to Carlton and Young to Essendon. They welcomed back O’Brien after a stint at Essendon and as usual 
picked up a number of players from local juniors Hotham United. These included future stalwarts Alf Buncle, 
and the Todd brothers Arthur and Harry.
Practice matches between seniors and juniors marked the start of the season, and as usual club secretaries 
scanned the junior lists hoping to spot the next champion. Once the talent had been identified it had to be 
convinced to join the club. The best way to do this was to offer a job at the club, or a position with someone 
associated with the club. These offers were called “billets”, and players soon learned how to make the most 
of the convention. In April, the Australasian warned ‘some rather discreditable overtures have been made by 
players who are willing to annex themselves to any club for value to be received in the way of a “billet”. I trust 
the whole of the clubs will set themselves absolutely against any such procedure, by declining to receive these 
“traders” on any terms’ (21/4/1883). Despite this moral pronouncement the practice continued, as did betting at 
football matches, which also concerned some in the game.
Essendon and Geelong got off to winning starts in the only senior matches on May 12. Melbourne fought 
hard against the Dons at the MCG, but the visitors kicked right away in the second half to record a three-goal 
win. New boy Bertie Collins (ex-Geelong) was best for the Reds and ex-Melbourne follower Dave Aitken did 
well for Essendon. Geelong had a much tougher fight when it hosted Ballarat Albion Imperial. The visitors were 
two goals up at half time, but the Geelong machine got going in the next period and came up trumps by four 
goals to three. On May 19 South Melbourne reversed Essendon’s fortunes in front of a crowd of 12,000 at the 
East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Goding kicked an early goal for the visitors, but Wilf. Hughes soon equalised 
for the Dons. Despite “Eskie” Duckett’s ubiquitous play, South took control with a superior little marking game. 
Tom Bushell (best on the ground) muffed two good chances to restore the southerners’ lead, but an error from 
Dons’ defender Jim Stafford allowed Jack Taylor to achieve what Bushell could not and he gave South the 
lead. Essendon temporarily lost its composure but recovered sufficiently to launch numerous shots at goal, and 
Duckett was unlucky to have a goal disallowed. South survived to half time with its lead intact. The second half 
was not long into action when Essendon’s goalkeeper drifted out from goal and Tom Bushell was able to bounce 
the ball through the empty space and between the big sticks. The visitors were now two ahead and returned to 
a little marking game, which sent them forward again. Rain then began to fall and in a rough and tumble affair 
Essendon managed to pull a goal back. Then the Dons had a shot out of a scrimmage that would have equalised 
the game, but the ball shaved the post and so South held on to win. In a fine game two competing styles of play 
and team philosophies were on display: Essendon was light, fast and nimble, whereas South relied on power, 
weight and a refined little marking game.
On the Queen’s Birthday (May 24) Hotham and Geelong fought out a splendid game in front of 14,000 at 
the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Geelong started with the breeze and was simply brilliant. With “Jumbo” 
Kerley in the van the Pivots led three-nil at half time. Hotham was just as impressive in the second stanza and hit 
back through Arthur “Long” Todd who nabbed two goals to help the northerners secure a well-deserved draw. 
The Pivots’ Harry Steedman and Hotham’s Joe Tankard were outstanding players and the crowd showed their 
appreciation by shouldering both players off the ground at the end of this highly entertaining contest. At Sale, 
Carlton kicked an astonishing 17.27 against the locals. Two days later the Blues approached their game against 
Hotham at the MCG with plenty of confidence, but that confidence was misplaced. Despite the fact that Hotham 
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lost some valuable players it started the season with three wins and a draw and was in fact one of May’s best 
performing teams. Carlton got off to a flying start when Jim Rickards had two goals up in the first half hour. North 
was back in it two minutes later when Tankard goaled, and five minutes after this, Arthur Todd made it two-all. 
Carlton lost all momentum as the northerners piled on the pressure, and driven by the superb play of followers 
Joe Tankard (best on ground) and Joe Shaw, Hotham hit the lead just before the interval. Carlton went on the 
attack on the start of the second 50-minute term and grabbed a few behinds. Hotham rebounded and almost 
secured a fourth goal, but Harry Wilson was able to touch the ball on the line. Mills then missed an easy chance 
to equalise at the other end. Despite the good work of Harry Wilson and “Geordie” Smith, the Blues could not 
bridge the gap and poor kicking for goal let them down. Hotham tired towards the end (after having come off 
a tough game against Geelong), but managed to hold on for a narrow win. The Blues complained about the 
inexperienced umpire, but both sides received poor decisions. Hotham had reason to celebrate, given that it was 
its first ever win over a bitter rival.
South Melbourne lost at home to Melbourne in another surprise. The Reds had a few injuries and were 
given little chance, but they took the initiative right from the start and Bertie Collins kicked two goals for them 
in good time. South hit back with goals to Scott and Roy, but Melbourne led at half time. In the second term 
the visitors employed the same strategy as in the first 50 minutes: they played aggressive footy. After defending 
for some time with fine work from Jimmy Young (who received a tea and coffee service during the interval in 
appreciation for his dedication to the South cause), South used little marking to move the ball up field, but this 
period of dominance was short-lived and only brought behinds. Melbourne persisted with its attacking approach, 
but neither side goaled in this half. Melbourne was thus victorious by 3.10 to South’s 2.12. Geelong had started 
the season slowly and its results had been far from riveting. It had to share the spoils for the second week in 
row with visitors Ballarat. In a tough encounter the only goals were kicked in the first half. Geelong lairised and 
kicked itself out of the game with 14 more behinds than the team from the quartzopolis. Jack Kerley was best 
for the Pivots.
On June 2 Geelong was found out by South Melbourne who trounced the reigning premiers on their own 
ground. The Pivots had been sluggish at best and were struggling to cope with a premiership hangover and the 
absence of inspirational captain Jimmy Wilson. They could not however have predicted how South would mow 
them down in this game. The visitors were the heavier side, and on a muddy ground they took full advantage of 
this attribute. Jack Kerley discovered this early in the game when he was concussed, and his injury badly effected 
Geelong’s morale. South was a practical outfit and decided that the “punt” rather than the “drop” kick was the 
best option on this surface; indeed, the southerners relied on the punt for most of the year. No one gained a 
significant break in the first 50 minutes, but things were very different in the second half. South dominated to the 
extent that the premiers only got the ball past the centre on a couple of occasions. With ex-Hotham star Andrew 
Neely and Fred Graves running amok the visitors had things all their own way and delivered five unanswered 
goals (of which Billy Wells got three). Geelong’s supporters were disgusted with the woeful performance of their 
team and few remained as darkness descended to end the match. South Melbourne played magnificently and 
looked the likely premier. It had been a long time since Geelong had copped such a thrashing on its own turf 
and it looked anything but a premiership side. Carlton got back on track by defeating Melbourne at the MCG. 
The Blues always had a bit too much for the home side and Harry Wilson was the best performer on the ground. 
At the East Melbourne Cricket Ground Essendon ended Hotham’s good start to the season with a convincing 
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victory. Defender Paddy McShane and Wilf. Hughes were the better players for the home side, as were Joe Shaw 
and Tankard for the visitors.
On June 9 South Melbourne’s seesawing form continued as it was beaten by Carlton at the MCG. The Blues 
were in good form and had too much zest for the lacklustre southerners who seemed to have expended all their 
energy crushing Geelong the week before. After an even start the Blues made better use of their opportunities 
and were soon two goals up. South then retaliated but wasted its momentum with a series of behinds. South 
persisted but was so absorbed with trying to get its first goal that most of its players drifted into the forward 
line. This made it vulnerable to a Carlton counter thrust, which soon extended the Blues’ lead to three goals. 
The second half didn’t go much better for South. The southerners were putting in the effort, but mistakes cost 
them dearly. Early in the half Jimmy Young, South’s best player on the day, slipped at a critical moment, which 
allowed Jack Baker in for an easy goal. Carlton went on to a thoroughly deserved four-one victory. The Blues 
teamed together beautifully, played the little marking game to perfection and were conscientious shepherders. 
South worked hard but had no edge and its players lacked discipline at critical times. Geelong bounced back 
from the debacle against South with a great come from behind win over Essendon at the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground. The Dons led by two goals at half time, but this was not enough to hold off the fast finishing Pivots 
who were led by great play from Harry Steedman and Charles Brownlow. Rover Wilf. Hughes was Essendon’s 
best player. After an even first half Melbourne slipped away to defeat Hotham. This was despite another best on 
ground performance by Joe Tankard. A Bavarian Band entertained the crowd throughout the afternoon.
Essendon’s tour of Adelaide in June began well when it defeated Port Adelaide, an Adelaide Junior Association 
team, and South Adelaide. Steel and Power were the Dons’ top two goal scorers. At a dinner during the tour 
captain Ned Powell assured his Adelaide hosts that Essendon was not rough and was in fact referred to as the 
“lady players” in Victoria. Tommy Rout was also presented with a medal for his good play. The final game 
against Norwood (which included Joe Traynor and “Topsy” Waldron) was disastrous. “Eskie” Duckett broke his 
collarbone and the tourists were thumped by five goals to one. This was the first time a Victorian team had lost in 
Adelaide. In July South Melbourne toured Sydney. Three of its five games were extremely close but the Victorian 
team won each time. South made a clean sweep of its games, kicking 32 and conceding 18 goals.
Back in Victoria, Hotham was never in the contest at Geelong on June 16. As usual Tankard delivered good 
service for Hotham and Jack Kerley was best for the Pivots. Melbourne turned into South’s 1883 hoodoo team 
when it beat them a second time. The field umpire for this match wore white (a uniform that was becoming 
widely accepted). Melbourne began with the advantage of the breeze and ex-Carltonian John Rickards was in 
great goal scoring touch as the Reds raced to a four-goal lead by the interval. This was despite the fact that South 
Melbourne kicked to the boundary line at every opportunity. South did everything possible to get back into the 
game after that, but only scored two goals. Booth and Collins were Melbourne’s best as was “Sonny” Elms for 
the visitors. With three losses for the year South’s triumph over Geelong was a rapidly fading memory and it no 
longer looked up to the task of seriously challenging Geelong or Carlton for premiership honours.
On June 23 in front of 12-13,000 people at the MCG, Geelong lost its second game in a month when it 
played Carlton in what was arguably the latter’s best performance of the season. The ground was slippery and 
the ball greasy, which suited the heavier Carlton team. The local followers, led by Sam Bloomfield and Harry 
Wilson were dominant throughout, but Geelong’s fine key position players, and the skill and precision of its 
passing kept it in the contest. In an even start both sides scored behinds before Jim Bailey hit the post, and then 
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goaled for the Blues. The match then swung back and forth but with centre man Tim Maloney in the thick of 
the play the Blues had the edge. The hard working Geelong defence could not clear its lines, but only several 
behinds were added to Carlton’s total. Both sides went full throttle as the pace of the game quickened, and just 
before the break Carlton follower Harry Wilson dribbled a second goal through the big sticks. Geelong began 
the second term with a will and Phil McShane dobbed the Pivot’s first goal from a nice running kick. Marking 
to perfection and with Harry Steedman giving them plenty of drive the Pivots kept up the pressure, but Carlton 
remained composed and Jack Baker soon kicked a third major. Jim Bailey followed up with another goal. 
Geelong persevered and was rewarded with a long distance goal from Brownlow, but Carlton triumphed by a 
two-goal margin. In other games struggling South only managed a home draw against Hotham, and Melbourne 
held off visitors Ballarat to record a narrow victory.
Essendon’s loss to Carlton on June 30 gave the Blues their fifth consecutive win. Carlton won the toss and 
began with the assistance of a strong wind. Follower Sam Bloomfield was in fine form and helped the Blues 
pepper the goals, but they registered seven behinds before Jack Baker secured the first goal. Bailey and Heatley 
then added two more in quick time. Essendon hit back by using its speed to bypass Carlton’s long kicking game. 
The Dons’ endeavour was rewarded with a goal to Aitken and they stubbornly resisted Carlton’s attacks for the 
rest of the half. Essendon took it right up to Carlton at the start of the second term. With Dave Aitken and Ned 
Powell leading the charge the Dons had numerous shots at goal, but without success. Then on a counter attack 
Jack Baker booted number four for the Blues. Although leading by three goals Carlton still wasn’t safe as Wilf 
Hughes kicked a goal for the Dons, and then Pitcher booted a third. Essendon now had the initiative and as the 
Blues began to tire the ball pinged around their goal posts. Essendon strained every sinew to get back on equal 
terms, but the Blues were more than happy to come away with a narrow victory.
At the MCG Melbourne did brilliantly to draw against Geelong after being well down at half time. A strong 
northerly wind spoiled the contest and things were not helped with the use of the new ball, which should 
have been soaked in water before the game to help it travel against the wind. Geelong started with the breeze 
and with captain Brownlow in outstanding form got right on top of the fumbling locals by quickly registering 
three goals. In the second half Melbourne completely turned the tables and with a brilliant game from Frank 
Conway and superb leadership from Murdoch McKenzie kicked four goals to the Pivot’s one to force a draw. 
Melbourne was a little unlucky not to win in the end. Geelong was clearly struggling and it was fortunate that 
South Melbourne was doing even worse. Carlton led the pack and looked capable of going all the way. It was 
the competition’s form side in June and produced some brilliant play. It was like the good old days as Melbourne 
came in second as the best performing side in overall matches. Hotham and Geelong were next. It had been 
a rough month for Geelong as it had dropped two games. South Melbourne was even further off the pace and 
Essendon’s form was nowhere near 1882’s, and it was in real trouble.
Port Adelaide was defeated five-two by South Melbourne in the first game of its Victorian tour on June 30. 
J. Minchin and Young were best for South as were Bill Bushby and Charlie Kellett for Port Adelaide. The South 
Australians then met Melbourne on the following Monday, and lost by two goals to one. The following Saturday 
Port was thrashed by Geelong. The tourists continued to lose games against Sandhurst, Ballarat and Carlton. On 
July 10 it played Maryborough. This was a big event and the town’s Mayor proclaimed a half holiday so the local 
crowd could attend the game at the local Prince’s Park. The festivities began with a procession of players down 
the High Street led by a brass band. Port Adelaide won with the only goal of the game.
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On July 7 Hotham played another fine game against Carlton, but this time could only secure a three-all draw. 
Joe Tankard was having a superb season and was once again to the fore. Sam Bloomfield did well for the Blues. 
Meanwhile, Essendon got a desperately needed victory against Melbourne at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
The Dons, still referred to as the ‘rural club’, relied on a style of play that deployed light players with plenty of 
pace. The Dons were two goals up at half time, Melbourne reduced that gap in the next half, but Essendon still 
obtained a five-four victory. Bill Fleming was Essendon’s best as was George Aitken for Melbourne. Hotham 
reined in Essendon the following week (July 14) when it came away from the East Melbourne Cricket Ground 
with a four-all draw. Tankard was best on the ground for the visitors while Dave Aitken was the home side’s 
best performer. On the same day Melbourne repeated its three-two victory against Ballarat in their return match 
at the Saxon Paddock.
There was a spiteful encounter between Essendon and Carlton on July 21, and it proved to be a major 
turning point in the Blues’ season. Essendon sprinted out of the blocks and scored two behinds before Carlton 
responded with a goal to Heatley. Essendon countered with more behinds and a goal to Herb Power. Tim 
Maloney showed some early frustration when he dragged Fred Hughes to the ground after he marked. Carlton 
regained the lead after three Essendon players fumbled the ball in the centre and “Geordie” Smith whipped the 
ball forward to Mick Whelan who kicked a clever goal out of a pack. The Blues almost got a third but half time 
was called just before the ball went through the posts. In the next half some Essendon players continued to hold 
on to the ball after being tackled and brought to ground, and as the umpire called a ball up instead of penalising 
the offending players, the game became rougher. Essendon was also persistent, and this was rewarded when 
Ned Powell levelled the scores. The Dons then started to run rings around the Blues and goalkeeper Dick Frayne 
was so over worked and desperate that he deliberately kicked the ball out of bounds. Tempers began to fray 
and fine play by Heatley brought the ball to Jim Bailey who put the Blues ahead for the third time. Wilf Hughes 
then responded in kind for the Dons, and after a period of dominance, he put Essendon in front for the first time.
The game became rougher and a fracas occurred when Maloney dragged Essendon rover Wilf Hughes to the 
ground after he had marked and disposed of the ball. While Hughes was on the ground Harry Wilson apparently 
kicked him in the ribs. The restless crowd then invaded the field, which forced the game to a premature halt, and 
Harry Wilson was shepherded off the ground under police protection. Carlton considered the game unfinished, 
but at a VFA meeting shortly afterwards the result of the game was held over (Essendon was eventually credited 
with a four-three win) and players were reported. Harry Wilson was suspended for the rest of the season and 
Tim Maloney got three weeks for rough play. As with the Coulthard case, Carlton felt that the VFA had given 
them the raw end of the deal and murmured that Essendon secretary Alex McCracken was behind the severe 
penalties. What could not be disputed was that these players brought the game into disrepute. The Blues 
never really recovered from this setback and soon dropped out of premiership contention, but a courageous 
performance later in the year against Essendon helped them gain revenge for this abjection.
On the same day, visitors Melbourne got the better of South for the third time in 1883, and delivered the 
most convincing win of them all. The Reds jumped South in the first half and held on to its lead to record a 
3.9 to 0.6 victory. Conway and Collins were best for Melbourne. Geelong visited Birregurra for a game against 
a Western District combination. The Pivots won by eight goals and the star of the match was new goal scoring 
hero Phil McShane who kicked four goals with torpedo punts that were described as ‘admirable screw shots [that] 
astonished the natives’ (Geelong Advertiser, 23/7/1883). 
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On July 28 Melbourne recorded its third win in a row over Carlton at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. In 
a tough no holds barred struggle Melbourne got over the line with a goal from Billy Stiffe. The win was soured 
somewhat by the knee injury sustained by ruckman Bertie Collins who had been Melbourne’s leading light all 
season. “Geordie” Smith’s brilliant game was not enough to prevent Carlton’s second loss in a row, and with 
three games without victory its premiership prospects were very dim indeed. South Melbourne bounced back 
after its debacle against Melbourne by putting five goals past Essendon at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
“Sonny” Elms was best on the ground. South thus maintained its strong record against Essendon, which had 
not beaten it in senior contests. Geelong defeated visiting Albion Imperial from Ballarat. Phil McShane kicked a 
couple of goals and Ben Hall was best on field. This win put Geelong back among the front rank of performers 
by the end of July. It was the only side to lose less than three games, although Carlton and Melbourne had more 
wins because they had played more games. Geelong had not been brilliant, but the other senior clubs weren’t 
doing much better and all lacked the consistency to displace the premiers. Geelong’s rivals had two months 
remaining in which to mount a serious challenge.
On August 4 Carlton visited Geelong in circumstances that were very different from those that existed earlier 
in the year. Carlton was struggling whilst Geelong was hitting its stride at the right time. The Geelong Artillery 
Corps Band entertained the 5,000 barrackers at the ground. The Pivots began with a strong northwesterly wind 
behind them and were all over the Blues early, booting three goals in the first fifteen minutes. Jack Baker worked 
gamely against the tide and his good work led to Carlton’s riposte – a goal to Heatley. Carlton took control but 
didn’t fully exploit its goal scoring opportunities. At half time Geelong had three goals from fifteen scoring shots, 
and might have done better. Carlton was two goals in arrears but felt it had an excellent chance of victory with 
the wind in the next period. Geelong attacked first but Donovan’s long kick gave Carlton its second goal, and 
then almost immediately he added a third. The Blues were now back on even terms and had plenty of time in 
hand. However, the home side led by the fine play of “Jumbo” Kerley and Harry Steedman, more than held its 
own and eventually regained the lead through Talbot. The Blues put up a magnificent fight, but Talbot’s goal 
won the game and the visitors had suffered their third loss in a row, and their fourth consecutive game without 
a win. South Melbourne’s six goals were too much for Hotham. New boy “Sonny” Elms was South’s best once 
again. Barwise and Tankard did well for the visitors. Essendon always had Melbourne’s measure and recorded 
its fifth senior win for the season. The Dons had a four-goal lead at half time, and Melbourne’s second half 
comeback could not bridge the gap.
On August 11 Geelong chalked up its fourth straight win by overcoming Melbourne at the East Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. Making the most of the strong breeze in the first half the Pivots slammed on 6.10 to Melbourne’s 
measly two behinds. Melbourne was determined to recover ground in the second half, but Geelong’s lead was 
insurmountable. The Reds’ time with the breeze was not helped when the ball landed in a swamp alongside 
the railway line, and could not be fished out. Geelong did its bit by kicking out of bounds as often as possible. 
South Melbourne displayed its best form of the season when it put five goals past Carlton at the South Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. Carlton was competitive in the first half, but fell away badly after that. Tom Bushell was best for 
South, which now had three wins straight and had kicked sixteen goals in the process. In contrast, the Blues had 
to contend with four losses in a row and its dreams of a premiership were in tatters. Dick Frayne replaced Billy 
Goer as captain, but was unable to develop a strong team ethic. The Blues also sorely missed the suspended 
Maloney and Wilson. At the lower end of the table Hotham and Essendon drew one-all.
On August 18 South Melbourne slipped up against Essendon when it allowed the Dons to scratch a draw. 
The Hughes brothers did well for Essendon as did Jimmy Young for South. August was a poor month for 
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Melbourne and it hit rock bottom when it was whipped by three goals at Hotham. As usual, Tankard was best 
for Hotham and Murdoch McKenzie returned to form for Melbourne. Carlton’s trip to Maryborough was a chance 
for the players to bond, but it had the opposite effect. Alcohol likely fuelled their bad behaviour at the local 
hotel on the Friday night before the game. The Herald passed on a report from the Ballarat Courier that stated, 
‘not only did some of these footballers perform sundry tricks to the annoyance of the respectable occupants of 
the bedrooms, but they committed a most filthy and obscene act on one of the tables in the principal room of 
the hotel — an act as disgraceful and offensive as could well be conceived’ (20/8/1883). Despite this incident, 
the Blues had a pleasant win against the locals the following day. On the train journey home however trouble 
flared up again when four of the players clashed with club secretary T.S. Marshall, a renowned stickler. Veteran 
Ted Barrass was out of control and Mick Whelan manhandled Marshall. Marshall was appalled and reported the 
players to the club. At a meeting on the following Thursday exasperated officials suspended Barrass from the 
club for life. Mick Whelan was disqualified until the end of the season. Their teammates were furious and twelve 
resigned in protest. These players included J. and T. Cameron, Daley, Elliott, Joyce, Mills, Shearwood, Syle and 
Woods. Joyce and Mills later apologised and were accepted back to the fold, but the incident created a serious 
rift that scarred the club for some seasons. 
This was one of the darkest moments in Carlton’s history. Yet, this nadir inspired the club to produce one 
of its most courageous wins against Essendon at the Prince’s Oval on August 25. Admittedly, Essendon was not 
having a great season, but it had the pleasure of initiating Carlton’s decline earlier in the year and did not expect 
much trouble from a ramshackle side that was pulled together at the last moment. The Blues included a number 
of seconds’ players and even old Jack Gardiner came out of retirement to help out. Carlton then sustained two 
injuries early in the game, but by then had already jumped the Dons and through Jack Baker’s prowess (two 
goals) was three goals ahead at half time. This was a magnificent achievement and Essendon was suitably 
dumbfounded. The visitors pulled one goal back in the second half, but Carlton held on to record a great win. 
Sam Bloomfield was best for the Blues, which finally broke a five-game losing streak in senior contests.
On the same day a much more important match and ‘one of the finest games of the season’ saw South defeat 
visitors Geelong for the second time in 1883. Ex-South player Matt Minchin acted as umpire. After a desultory 
start Graves secured South’s first goal after “Ben” Hall accidentally kicked the ball to J. Minchin. Geelong came 
back and Jack Kerley, who was playing well, went very close to equalising. This was only a brief respite however 
as South soon recommenced the attack and J. Minchin, who was in fine fettle, kicked a second goal. The locals 
stepped up the pressure, but Geelong was not yet ready to capitulate and Hugh McLean almost pulled a goal 
back. Shortly afterwards Tom Bushell scored a fine angled goal to make it three-nil, and just for good measure 
Goding added another. Geelong was now in real trouble and South was playing the little marking game to 
perfection. Before long the locals had six goals. Against the run of play Geelong ran the ball upfield and Phil 
McShane kicked a goal. It was six-one at half time and the local supporters were convinced the game was 
all over. In the second half Geelong teamed together better and Kerley and Hugh McLean began to do some 
damage. Phil McShane added a second goal and the Pivots stepped up the pressure. It was only fine defensive 
work from “Sonny” Elms and Jimmy Young that prevented more goals. The Pivots kicked a number of behinds 
but threatened to find the target, which McLean did with goals number three and four. It wasn’t long before the 
determined play of Kerley and Hickinbotham brought the ball to McShane for a fifth goal. The play now became 
highly exciting, but after Kerley missed a reasonable chance to equalise, and South’s George Rosser kicked a 
behind, no further addition was made to the score. South was thus able to hold on for a six-five win. To beat 
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Geelong twice was a wonderful achievement and the southerners now returned to premiership favouritism. 
The Pivots had been moving along nicely, but were now stopped in their tracks, and nothing gave South more 
pleasure than vanquishing their greatest foes.
By the end of August the race for the premiership had turned into a dogfight. Just when Geelong began to 
work its way clear of the pack South dragged them back in. Carlton’s gutsy win over Essendon had given an 
enormous boost to morale, but even though it was in third place, the premiership had well and truly slipped 
from its grasp. Hotham led the second half of the table. Melbourne had won as many games as the top two, but 
had also lost more than most other clubs. Essendon brought up the rear. Carlton’s Jack Baker and Geelong’s Phil 
McShane shared the lead in the goal kicking stakes with eighteen goals each.
At Corio Oval on September 1 Geelong returned to winning ways at Hotham’s expense. After an even first 
half, the Pivots kicked right away and collected five goals. Hugh McLean and Jack Kerley were Geelong’s best as 
was Tankard for the northerners. When kicking off after a behind Hotham’s goalkeeper tried the novel method 
of kicking to himself a metre or two before trying to run with the ball. This manoeuvre is of course still used 
today. After its stunning performance against Essendon, Carlton was bound for a let down, and Melbourne 
delivered the compliment. It was the first time the Fitzroy Cricket Ground was used for a significant match and 
was chosen because of a beneficial financial arrangement. Melbourne was more than a match for the Blues 
in the first half and its shepherding tactics were particularly effective. Propsting booted the winning goal for 
Melbourne, although the victory was spoiled somewhat when Frank Conway, who had been a sterling performer 
for Melbourne broke his kneecap. Tuckfield played brilliantly for the Reds and Donovan was best for Carlton. 
South Melbourne used its old football ground and easily beat visitors Ballarat Imperial. Tom Bushell had a good 
game in front of goals and kicked four. It was South’s sixth win in seven games and it had now gone seven 
straight games without defeat.
At Prince’s Oval on September 8 South Melbourne maintained its winning momentum against Carlton, which 
worked hard but kicked poorly for goal. In an exciting game the Blues won the toss and gambled by allowing 
South to begin downhill. Carlton began better but George Rosser slotted the opening goal for the visitors. Carlton 
responded well to the challenge, and although Jim Young defended stubbornly, Bailey put the Blues on level 
terms. Almost immediately Tom Bushell restored South’s lead and Billy Wells soon made it three-one. Jack Baker 
was doing a power of work for Carlton but missed a relatively easy chance to goal. South teamed well together 
but solid defensive play from Cameron kept the visitors at bay. In turn, Carlton had its chances, but “Sonny” Elms 
and Andrew Neely limited the damage. There was little between the sides but South led at half time. Carlton 
dominated most of the second half, but didn’t make it pay until eventually Baker scored Carlton’s second goal. 
Any hopes of a comeback however were quickly squashed when Bushell re-established South’s two-goal buffer. 
This was the red and white’s only score of the half and ensured a four-two win.
At Corio Oval Geelong caught Essendon napping when it registered an early goal. However, when the Dons 
hit their straps they came back superbly and Wilf Hughes and Dan Sebire kicked goals to give them the lead. 
Geelong responded by moving the ball like lightning up the ground where Tom Reeves made it two-all. The 
Pivots then hit the post and Essendon also went close before half time was called. In the second period the 
home side dominated early but missed easy goal chances, and Essendon made them pay when Dave Aitken 
restored its lead. The visitors then defended stubbornly but the Pivots were able to reply in kind and then Hugh 
McLean kicked the winning goal just before the end. The reigning premiers had snatched an important victory, 
and Essendon got nothing for its spirited efforts. Essendon’s pace was its greatest weapon but on this occasion 
Geelong’s stamina won the day. According to the Geelong Advertiser:
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The staying power evinced by the whole of the local team to the very end of the fastest game witnessed 
here this season bore strong testimony to the beneficial effects of the athletic training they have 
practiced at the gymnasium under Mr. Reichmann’s tuition. 
Geelong Advertiser, 10/9/1883
In the metropolis, Melbourne defeated Hotham at the old Melbourne ground, which had the grandstand reversed 
for spectators. Murdoch McKenzie was Melbourne’s best. 
On September 15 Carlton and Hotham re-established their old rivalry and produced a nasty match. Carlton 
was vastly superior in the first half, and with Jack Baker and Sam Bloomfield in great form, the Blues led five-one 
at the interval. Hotham hit back hard in the second half, so hard that Carlton complained that the Hotham players 
were “bullocking” them off the ball. Carlton retaliated whenever the opportunity arose and though outscored the 
Blues came out on top by 6.8 to 3.6. Geelong was much too good for visitors Melbourne. The latter dispensed 
with diplomacy by once again complaining about Geelong umpire Jack Trait. Melbourne refused to play if he 
was the adjudicator, but agreed to be umpired by Essendon’s Paddy McShane. Trait was the greatest umpire 
of the nineteenth century but was often slighted by South Melbourne and Melbourne because he was an old 
Geelong boy who had once played with North Geelong juniors. Because of this distrust, Trait rarely umpired a 
significant match that involved Geelong and South Melbourne. In a twist of fate, Trait later made a decision that 
arguably cost South the 1891 premiership. Geelong was such a good side that complaints were bound to arise, 
and umpiring was as good a reason as any. As it was Paddy McShane made Little difference, and had it not been 
for woeful kicking Geelong would have humiliated the Reds, but had to be satisfied with a 5.23 to 0.6 victory. 
One of the few highlights occurred when an embarrassed Bob Simson had his knickerbockers ripped off his 
body. Jack Kerley and Harry Steedman led the way for the Pivots and Murdoch McKenzie showed that he was a 
great servant of the Red and Blue by playing up to his old form.
In order to avoid the problems faced by Trait the week before against Melbourne the VFA appointed a 
neutral umpire (Essendon’s Paddy McShane) for the contest between Geelong and Carlton on September 22. 
On a fine day Carlton brought 800 enthusiastic supporters along with them on the train ride to sleepy hollow. 
Geelong began well when Phil McShane booted its first goal after three minutes. The Blues tried to regain ground 
but Geelong’s defence was too good, and before long, McShane booted another goal. Carlton stuck at it and 
its perseverance paid off when Jack Baker pulled a goal back. This success inspired them to greater efforts, but 
again the Pivots’ defence was too brilliant. Jack Kerley was also in fine marking form and at one point he ‘made 
one of his risky jumps for a mark, and, although he got it, he fell heavily on his head and was partially stunned’ 
(News of the Week, 29/9/1883). Geelong responded to Baker’s goal with a flurry of attacks that brought six 
behinds and a goal to Reeves. Carlton began well in the next period, but Hughie McLean made a superb run that 
he finished with a goal, and the visitors were in deep trouble. Rickards responded with a goal for Carlton, but 
Foote and Reeves also coverted for the Pivots who won in a canter by seven goals to two. Geelong was finishing 
the season in excellent form and recorded its fourth straight win. South Melbourne overcame Melbourne at the 
Fitzroy Cricket Ground by a bare margin. Billy Wells collected the winner for the visitors in the second term. 
In the last matches on September 29 Ballarat hosted Geelong at the Saxon Paddock and hoped to repeat the 
great victory it secured at the end of 1882. The Pivots were on song however, and although given a tough match, 
they came out on top. Phil McShane picked up a brace of goals, which made him the leading goal kicker for the 
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season. Kerley and Talbot were best for Geelong as were Manderson and “Taffy” Lawlor for the locals. Carlton 
defeated Melbourne, and Hotham scraped a home draw with South Melbourne. The Hothamites were a goal 
down at half time, but with followers Tankard and Shaw in superb touch they secured a well-deserved equaliser. 
Wells and Minchin were best for the Southerners.
It was generally accepted that Geelong was 1883’s champion team although The Sportsman proposed that 
South Melbourne had equal claims on the premiership given it had beaten the Pivots twice. In essence, Geelong 
won the 1883 premiership because of its solid teamwork, superior fitness and sheer consistency. The Pivots 
started the season slowly and were thrashed by South Melbourne at home and by Carlton in June, but after July 7 
they lost only one more game (to South), a run that no other team could emulate. Geelong did not dominate the 
competition as it had done in 1882, but firm discipline and a strong team ethic made it the most durable outfit. 
The Australasian expressed it best: ‘The same steady discipline and thorough preparation still characterise the 
club as in days gone by, and it is to these more than to the brilliancy of its individual units that the club owes its 
present proud distinction.’ According to Geelong’s AGM, success had been achieved ‘by the constant attention 
to practice, gymnastics, good generalship, and unanimity’ (Geelong Advertiser, 7/4/1884).
South Melbourne finished runners-up but was again disappointing. The red and white developed a powerful 
style of play that depended on heavyweight followers. They were however woefully inconsistent. South thrashed 
Geelong early in the season at Corio Oval (an outstanding victory), and got the better of the premiers again later 
in the year. It also beat Carlton more than once, but its inability to deal with Melbourne and patchy performances 
against Hotham let it down badly. Inconsistency certainly cost South the 1883 premiership, but it was in the 
process of moulding a new team. The Blues superlative form in June proved they were as good as any other 
team in the competition, but it lacked a genuine sense of camaraderie. This was evident in the poor form shown 
in July and the ugly incidents that occurred in Maryborough. However, Carlton still had plenty of heart and pride, 
as demonstrated in its meritorious victory over Essendon in late August. Essendon was a shadow of the team that 
took the field in 1882. Some of its best players had left but injuries were also costly and the club lacked a genuine 
goal sneak. The loss to Carlton, and patchy form (including losses to junior clubs South Yarra and Williamstown) 
demonstrated its poor record. Melbourne recovered a little by climbing off the bottom of the ladder. The Reds 
put in superb performances against South Melbourne, and gained a creditable draw with Geelong, but its talent 
was spread too thinly for it to do great things. Hotham finally hit rock bottom in 1883 and seemed destined to 
stay there. Internal factional bickering held it back. The captaincy was unsettled and the club regularly lost good 
players to other clubs. Not even the great form of Joe Tankard and Joe Shaw was enough to save it from the 
wooden spoon.
There were many champions of the colony in 1883. Joe Tankard’s performances had been exemplary, but 
Carlton’s Jack Baker, Geelong’s Charles Brownlow and Dave Hickinbotham, South’s “Sonny” Elms (considered 
the year’s best defender), Essendon’s Ned Powell and Melbourne’s Murdoch McKenzie were all elite players. 
Others who performed well during the season included Carlton’s “Geordie” Smith, South’s Charles Brown, 
Essendon’s Paddy McShane, Melbourne’s “Barkley” Jones, Bob Clarke from Hotham and Jack Kerley from the 
Pivots. Geelong’s Phil “Shilley” McShane led the goal kicking with 24 goals, just edging out his teammate Hugh 
McLean on 23. Carlton’s Jack Baker and South’s reliable forward Tom Bushell kicked 20 goals. In junior ranks 
the premiership was unresolved, despite the fact that the VJFA was there to judge such matters. As usual, South 
Park announced that it was the best junior team, but Waverley (from the Carlton district) and the Star of Carlton 
made similar claims.
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The VFA fostered an expansion of the competition by welcoming Fitzroy and Williamstown to senior ranks. 
Football had been played in Williamstown as early as 1860, and after several years as a prominent junior club 
the seasiders were finally ready to take the next step. Prospective clubs had to have at least 80 members, so 
Williamstown secretary Duncan McLeod went on a local doorknocking campaign to secure the requisite number. 
The newly formed Fitzroy secured most of its players from local juniors Normanby. The addition of these senior 
clubs led to the decline of games between senior and junior clubs, but the latter had its own association to 
organise contests. The VFA increased the number of clubs because of increasing public interest in the game. 
Football was becoming faster (testified to by the popularity of Geelong’s open team play) with fewer marks, and 
the reduction in the use of place kicks. Drop and punt kicks performed on the run were increasingly becoming 
the preferred kicking options.
In November 1883 the first Intercolonial Football Conference was held in Melbourne. It was chaired by 
H.C.A. Harrison and delegates from Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, and Queensland were in attendance. 
Delegates from New South Wales were also invited, but when they arrived on the train there was no one to 
meet them, and they did not know where the conference was to be held. A letter expressing their dismay at 
this rude oversight but soon sent to the VFA from the NSWFA. Attempts were made to establish uniform rules 
for what would now be called the “Australasian Game”. A Tasmanian motion for the introduction of a crossbar 
between the goal posts was defeated, as was a Queensland proposal to abolish pushing from behind. Inter-
colonial tours now proliferated as Carlton, Essendon, Geelong and Melbourne all ventured to other realms, and 
South Australian club Norwood visited Melbourne in May. The VFA now assumed authority (from the clubs) for 
the selection (and payment) of match umpires. A register of umpires was formed from which appointments for 
games were made and included a number of ex-senior footballers as well as J.J. Trait, the finest umpire of the 
nineteenth century. Some journalists also advised the VFA to appoint goal umpires and by August this seemed 
to be a common practice. Melbourne’s sporting journalists maintained a keen interest in the game and were 
never backward in coming forward with ideas to improve it. In July, The Sportsman suggested that umpires use 
whistles, as was the custom in New Zealand. In July, captains nominated time keepers and a bell was used for 
the first time on the twenty-sixth of that month to mark the beginning of a game, at half time, and full time. Prior 
to this, the central umpire called time. The use of a bell became an official VFA practice in 1885.
Things had never looked better for the Pivots. Fine ruckman Bertie Collins and defender Dick Robinson 
returned from Melbourne. The club also recruited Jim Julien, the captain of local juniors Belmont. This pacy 
wingman/forward flanker would serve Geelong, and later Essendon, with distinction. These men complemented 
an imposing list of regulars in a professional organization that ‘arranged for regular gymnastics during the season, 
to better fit them for maintaining their reputation as the cracks of Australia’ (Ballarat Courier, 9/5/1884). During 
1884
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the season Harry Steedman became Geelong’s youngest ever captain when he succeeded Charles Brownlow. 
The latter was dealing with health problems and wanted to dedicate more time to his business. For the next six 
years Brownlow played on a part-time basis for the club. He later became an administrative giant for Geelong, 
the VFA and the VFL. The medal for the best and fairest player in the AFL is named in his honour.
South Melbourne hoped to make the next step up in 1884 but was still in a re-building phase. The club’s 
recruiting was almost exclusively from junior ranks and included Bill Docherty, George Friend, Fred McKnight 
and Eb. Hill. Harry Latchford returned after a year off, but South lost fine rover John McShane when he returned 
to Geelong. Forwards Tom Bushell, Alf Brooks and Bob Roy went to Adelaide (Bushell and Brooks returned later 
in the year). A changing of the guard was announced when Jim Young and “Sonny” Elms stepped into leadership 
roles. Carlton’s 1883 season was poor by its standards, but 1884 would be worse. In April great champion 
George Coulthard died from tuberculosis, a tragic end for a great football champion. In July a chromo-lithograph 
celebrating the great man was printed and distributed by Troedel and Company. It contained a central portrait of 
Coulthard surrounded by the colony’s leading players. Carlton’s former star rover and goal kicker Joseph Henry 
also passed away. The club erected a dressing room for the players at Prince’s Park, but after the internal strife 
of 1883 the Blues said goodbye to Jim Cameron, Jack Elliott and Abe Shearwood (to Fitzroy). The banned Ted 
Barrass became an umpire. After only one year as captain Dick Frayne retired and was replaced by champion 
Jack Baker (veteran “Geordie” Smith was deputy). Goal kicker John Rickards returned from Melbourne to join 
his brothers Jim and Joe. Carlton also tried the promising Billy Hanneysee from Port Melbourne, but he did not 
stay long.
Alex McCracken wasted no time making up for Essendon’s deficiencies in 1883. To strengthen the club’s 
goal kicking stocks John “Joker” Hall and Ballarat goal sneak Percy Lewis were enticed to the club. Essendon 
also unearthed Harry Caldwell (who had played briefly with Geelong in 1880) as a new goal kicking forward. 
Ballarat’s fine follower “Taffy” Lawlor also arrived, Charles “Commotion” Pearson came from Brighton, as did 
Scotch College’s Michael “Silly” Rout. The biggest loss was Paddy McShane who left to captain Fitzroy, while old-
stager and ex-captain Alfred Walker called it a day. Fred Hughes was elected captain but was unable to take up 
the position, so Ned Powell took over the reins. Essendon’s McShane was appointed captain of the new Fitzroy 
club. He was originally from Keilor and brought a number of players from that district to the club with him. 
The new team was largely made up of players from Fitzroy juniors Normanby, including Bert Rapiport. “Rappi” 
would become one of Fitzroy’s longest serving players. Three players from Carlton, including vice-captain Abe 
Shearwood, supplemented these recruits. The club’s biggest prize was Johnny Worrall from South Ballarat who 
played his first game in July. He would become a great player and coach over the ensuing decades. He was also 
a handy cricketer.   
After a poor season in 1883, Hotham recruited well by picking up the Johnston brothers, Walter and William, 
from South Melbourne juniors Union Jack. Harry Alessio, a future club stalwart, was picked up from Melbourne 
Imperial and defender Harry Hems joined from Carlton juniors Waverley. Andrew Neely also returned from 
South Melbourne during the year. Melbourne lost a couple of fine players when Charles Baker and Bob Booth 
retired. Bertie Collins’ return to Geelong left a major gap in its following ranks. The Reds however picked up 
clever rover Billy Carroll from Ballarat. Carroll played for a number of clubs over the years and was well known 
for his wizardry and innovative ball handling. Melbourne also gained George and Leo Cussen from Casterton. 
Leo played for West Melbourne in the late 1870s and later became Chief Justice of Victoria. Williamstown relied 
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on home grown product for its first year as a senior. The club played on the Garden Reserve and a small pavilion 
was erected for the convenience of visiting teams.
Geelong and Essendon began brilliantly and quickly became the early season frontrunners. On May 3 the 
premiers pulverised Ballarat to the tune of 13.16 to 0.1. Geelong’s potent forward line of Hugh McLean, Jim 
Julien and Phil McShane snagged three goals each, while Jack Kerley was best. Essendon got off to a promising 
start with its first senior win over South Melbourne at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground in a first-class contest. 
South started with the breeze and scored three behinds before Billy Wells nailed a goal. The Dons surprised 
South with a determined response that brought an equaliser from Wilf Hughes. A lively tussle ensued before 
Coffey put the visitors back into the lead. Essendon pressed again, but Alf Brooks defended brilliantly for the 
southerners, and Fred Graves shortly afterwards gave South a two-goal advantage. Essendon recovered towards 
the end of the half, but missed good goal scoring opportunities. South began the next half with a rush, but things 
began to swing Essendon’s way as Ned Powell in the centre and follower Davey Aitken made their presence 
felt. After Percy Lewis kicked the Don’s second goal they lifted their work rate even further. Despite desperate 
defence South could not clear and after Wood hit the post Lewis equalised. Both sides now threw everything 
into the fray but the Dons had the edge, and after South made a brief rally, Tom Nally put the home side into 
the lead for the first time. Lewis added another just before the close of play and Essendon was home by 5.13 to 
3.7. Melbourne also started brightly with a win over Hotham at the MCG. The two new boys Williamstown and 
Fitzroy clashed at the Garden Reserve. The maroon and blue won through with goals to “Dummy” Muir.
On May 10 Geelong had a tough time against visitors South Ballarat, but still won seven-four. Phil McShane 
and Hugh McLean were in great form for the Pivots and shared five goals between them. Essendon beat juniors 
South Yarra in a canter with six goals to spare. At the MCG Melbourne secured two wins from two games when 
it beat old rivals Carlton by a bare margin in front of a big crowd of 12,000. Ex-Williamstown men “Barkley” 
Jones and “Fatty” McAlister helped Melbourne over the line despite the best efforts of Carlton’s Sam Bloomfield 
and “Geordie” Smith. Fitzroy proved that it had the mettle to match it with the established clubs when it pushed 
South all the way at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Southerners fell over the line after contending 
with a sustained second half assault from the maroon and blue. Finally, Williamstown secured its first draw when 
it hosted Hotham.
Three excellent matches were played on May 17. Undefeated teams Essendon and Melbourne met at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Dons were now referred to as ‘aristocratic suburbanites’ rather than the ‘rural 
club’, and in a fast game Essendon won the toss and started with the advantage of a strong northerly wind. After 
a scrappy beginning Wilf Hughes scored the first goal with a running kick. Dave Aitken then began to set up 
numerous attacks for the Dons and Melbourne’s defence was put under enormous pressure. The Dons peppered 
the goals before Hughes got a second. Melbourne temporarily recovered ground but Fred Tindale followed with 
a third goal from a drop-kick. The Reds were not daunted and initiated a sustained period of attacking play 
that forced Dons’ defenders Tom Nally and Harry Dunne to work extremely hard. However, in a cruel blow 
to the Reds, Chas. Pearson grabbed the ball out of a scrimmage and kicked Essendon’s fourth goal just before 
the interval. In the second half Essendon started with a rush, but Cussen soon had the ball down the ground 
to Melbourne follower Archie McIntyre who kicked the visitor’s first goal. Essendon quickly replied with a fifth 
major. Melbourne’s Harry Rush and “Cocky” Murphy added goals for the visitors, but the Dons five-three result 
gave it three wins in a row.
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Geelong had to steel itself against Fitzroy at Corio Oval. At the end of a tough first half the sides were locked 
at one goal a piece. During the break donors and ladies presented a blue and white flag to the Geelong team. It 
was inscribed with blue and gold letters (G.F.C) and was hoisted up the flagpole. This seemed to inspire the Pivots 
who played a terrific second half and kicked away to win 4.17 to 2.6. Phil McShane booted three goals. Carlton 
found some touch to break through for its first win of the season against a disappointing South Melbourne at the 
MCG in front of 10,000 football lovers. The game was won in the first half when South wasted its opportunity 
with the breeze by managing only one goal from seven scoring shots. Helped by some great defensive play from 
Jack Joyce and Billy Hanneysee the Blues went to the half time break on level terms. Sammy Bloomfield kicked 
Carlton’s winner in the next period. The loss completed a miserable day for South. Bill Gates broke his jaw, Jack 
Rosser sprained his ankle, and the club believed that it had been the victim of biased umpiring.
Queen’s Birthday saw the usual clutch of matches against country clubs and the annual event between 
Geelong and Hotham at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Geelong made it four zip with a fine seven-
three win over the game Hothamites. McLean and McShane were best for the Pivots as were Joe Shaw and 
Dick Houston for Hotham. Essendon matched Geelong’s record with a win over Ballarat, but suffered a cruel 
blow when captain Ned Powell, arguably the colony’s best centre man, broke his ankle. Melbourne defeated 
Kyneton, South Melbourne edged out Maryborough and South Ballarat (‘the alluvials’) thumped Fitzroy. South 
Australian premier Norwood’s first game of its Victorian tour produced a creditable three-all draw with Carlton. 
The following Thursday Melbourne narrowly beat the South Australians. On Saturday May 31 Norwood staged 
a magnificent fight back at Geelong. After being outpointed in the first half, it hit back hard in the second, but 
could not quite bridge the gap as the Pivots held on to win 3.9 to 2.5.  
On May 31 Carlton made Essendon fight all the way for victory at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The 
Dons met a determined foe that roughed them up early on (Essendon received 16 free kicks to their opponents 
11). The Dons started with the breeze but Carlton’s concerted team play began to unsettle the home side’s 
players who were continually caught out holding the ball. Jack Baker put the Blues ahead but Heatley and Tim 
Maloney missed chances to increase the lead. The Blues continued to get the better of their opponents, but with 
Hughes playing well, Essendon fought its way back and Herb Power restored parity. The Dons now attacked 
with purpose and Carlton’s defence only held out for a short time before Essendon added two quick goals. In 
the second half the Blues had two goals to make up and started with a couple of behinds before Bloomfield 
kicked a goal from 50 metres. Fred Tindale answered immediately with a major (reported to be a ‘header’ by the 
Australasian) for the red and black. Carlton then launched attacks that brought three behinds in five minutes, 
and it took until five minutes from time before Maloney kicked its third goal. Essendon thus escaped with a 
four-three win. Hughes and Nally were Essendon’s best. Sam Bloomfield was best man on the ground in a losing 
side and was well supported by Jack Baker who commuted from Geelong to play for the Blues. Essendon had 
not played well but still took the laurels — the sign of a very good side. In other matches, Fitzroy continued to 
improve and dispensed with visitors Melbourne. Melbourne kicked itself out of the contest with an appalling 
return of one goal from 21 scoring shots. Fitzroy was much more economical with 4.9. Hotham put in an 
excellent performance against struggling South Melbourne in a three-all draw. By the end of May Geelong and 
Essendon were streets ahead of the others. Essendon had made a brilliant start to the season by winning five 
games from five. It also won all three senior games, while the Pivots had won two. Melbourne and Fitzroy were 
in the next tier. South Melbourne and Carlton both started poorly, and Hotham and Williamstown made up the 
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rest. Geelong dominated the goal kicking as Phil McShane on eleven goals led teammates Julien and McLean 
on six goals.
On June 7 the Geelong juggernaut rolled on against plucky visitors South Melbourne. South won the toss and 
began with an intensity and desperation that surprised the home side. Defenders Chas. Brownlow and “Jumbo” 
Kerley however generally handled the pressure with aplomb. In an exciting battle the Pivots and South played 
with great tenacity before Phil McShane eluded some opponents and put Geelong into the lead. South hit back 
but could not equalise before the end of the half. The exhilarating football continued at the start of the second 
term. Jimmy Young and Fred Graves led a determined South push, and John Coffey thought he had levelled for 
the visitors, but Geelong’s Tom Cahill got there just in time to hit the ball back into play. The frenetic tempo 
continued but as the game wore on Geelong got stronger and eventually Jim Julien booted the goal that clinched 
victory. Once again, Geelong’s superior stamina had seen it through, which was not surprising given that they 
had gymnastics training three times a week and went on long runs on other evenings. Essendon made it six 
wins from six games when it overcame Hotham at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The home side got off 
to another brilliant start with the wind and kicked five first half goals. Hotham took advantage of the breeze in 
the second half, but could only manage to claw three goals back. Despite a best on ground performance from 
Carlton’s Billy Hanneysee, Fitzroy claimed the biggest scalp in its short history when it defeated the Blues 2.5 to 
1.12. Melbourne also stayed in touch by recording a home win over Williamstown.
On June 14 the clash of the undefeated Titans was held between Essendon and Geelong at the East Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. It was estimated by some that the crowd topped 20,000 in what was the largest gathering of 
spectators at a football match, and what a game it was! Essendon began with a head of steam and quickly kicked 
a behind. Geelong then kicked off hoping to clear the goal, but Essendon kept the ball in front of the big sticks 
until Wilf Hughes popped in the Don’s first goal from only a metre out. Geelong’s “Jumbo” Kerley returned fire 
but his shot for goal grazed the post. Essendon goal keeper Dan Sebire had his work cut out trying to prevent 
a determined Geelong from equalising. The locals’ Tom Nally then went down with a broken leg and shortly 
afterwards Charlie Alexander wrenched his knee, so the Dons had to continue with 18 men. The play quietened 
after Nally was carried off the ground, but Geelong soon returned to offensive operations and Phil McShane hit 
the post. Jim Julien then kicked the Pivot’s first goal. Robertson responded immediately with Essendon’s second 
goal, and then great team play from the Dons brought them a third major. Both sides had kicked three goals in 
two minutes. Essendon was playing outstanding football and it took brilliant defending from Thomson and Dave 
Hickinbotham to ward off attacks that the Dons’ Bill Fleming was directing from the centre. Essendon follower 
Dave Aitken was also playing a sterling game. Geelong counter attacked but Aitken was now in defence and 
saved the day, the Pivots continued to attack however and scored several behinds. Geelong was persistent and 
finished the half strongly. The visitor’s exertions finally paid off when Kerley collected the Pivot’s second goal 
out of a scrimmage, and then a third, after Essendon kicked out and fiddled around in defence. At half time it 
was three-all. Geelong’s captain Chas. Brownlow chivalrously volunteered to reduce his team by two to even the 
playing strength, but Aitken the Dons’ skipper politely declined this offer. 
With two men down not many gave Essendon much hope of going on with it in the second half, but they 
defied expectations. The Dons went straight on the attack but Geelong soon hit back and began to make its 
extra men count. Essendon showed great courage in adversity and moved the ball rapidly up the field with fine 
passing that found Stew Angwin who put the Dons back into the lead. The crowd responded with prolonged 
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cheering as many neutrals were now on the side of the underdog. Geelong responded immediately and went 
into attack, but Aitken took a great mark in the middle of a pack and repelled this foray. Essendon went forward 
looking to sew up the game, and Aitken who had drifted forward, only missed the goal by inches. In an exciting 
finish to a great day’s play Jim Julien pushed the ball forward for Geelong, which eventually worked it to a 
position where Hugh McLean marked in front of goal. He equalled the scores with a superb kick and so the 
game ended four-all. Aitken and Kerley were considered not only the best players on the ground, but were 
reckoned to have played the best games of any players in the season up to that date. Many claimed the result was 
a fair reflection of the play, though the Geelong Advertiser felt that Essendon had been the better side on the day, 
displaying brilliant running, kicking and marking. Geelong hadn’t teamed as well but still had enough talent to 
keep its head above water. Both sides remained undefeated. At the MCG, Carlton secured only its second senior 
win of the year against the winless Hotham. Hotham started better and led at half time, but the Blues kicked two 
unanswered goals in the second half to edge past their bitter adversaries. South Melbourne recovered some form 
and was impressive in its victory over visitors Williamstown.
On June 21 Essendon faced a stern test at South Melbourne. South had to do without top defender Alf Brooks 
who was suffering from blood poisoning caused by a dog bite. Essendon however suffered a bigger loss as it 
was without Dave Aitken, the star against Geelong. In a close game Essendon was flat and lacked its ‘familiar 
dash and devil’. This was counter balanced by South’s poor kicking for goal. The Dons fiddled and fumbled 
throughout the first half, but managed to lead by a goal at the interval. In the second half South picked up the 
pace and Harper kicked a fine goal to level the scores. The match ended two-all. Jimmy Young performed well 
for the home side and follower “Taffy” Lawlor played another fine game for Essendon. The Ballarat man was 
proving to be a very handy acquisition for the Dons. 
After its thrilling draw with Essendon, Geelong made Melbourne look second rate at the MCG. It was Harry 
Steedman’s first game as captain of the premiers (he was elected to that position on the way to the game). 
Melbourne held its own in the first half, but the floodgates opened later on as the Pivots kicked five goals to 
win 7.15 to 1.2. Geelong was brilliant and “Jumbo” Kerley was in great form. He ‘made a number of grand 
marks by springing up and catching the ball when it was just above the heads of those trying for it’ (The Argus, 
23/6/1884). The red and blue’s George Aitken was considered best on the ground. After Essendon’s draw against 
South Melbourne Geelong now had the better ratio of results. Hotham finally broke through for its first win of 
the season at Fitzroy. The Roys were plucky but Hotham had a two-goal break at half time and outlasted their 
opponents in the second period. Fitzroy was unlucky when “Rappi” Rapiport kicked a goal that was disallowed 
because the ball hit a spectator. Hotham’s victory was the first sign of a recovery and they would soon produce 
a string of splendid results.
Essendon and Geelong continued on their winning ways on June 28. At Corio Oval, the Pivots defeated 
the rapidly improving Hotham by two goals, and once again Fitzroy made its opponent work all the way for a 
win, which Essendon achieved by 2.16 to 1.7. South Melbourne continued on the road to recovery by defeating 
Melbourne at the MCG. Jimmy Young was best on the ground and had been South’s stellar performer during 
the season. “Sonny” Elms also did well for the winners as did Archie McIntyre for the Reds, which had now lost 
three in a row. Williamstown gained a creditable draw against Ballarat on the Saxon Paddock. By the end of 
June Geelong and Essendon were still head and shoulders above the other clubs in senior and overall results. 
In senior matches Essendon was half a game ahead of Geelong, but the latter had a better ratio of results. South 
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Melbourne in third had clawed its way back into contention, but was three wins behind the Dons. Melbourne 
and Fitzroy were up with the red and white, and the Roys continued to earn respect for their fine play and 
determination. Carlton, Hotham and Williamstown made up the rest of the field and were all clearly off the pace. 
No one was anywhere near Geelong’s superb goal kicking machine Phil McShane (with fourteen goals), and he 
led teammates Jim Julien, Hugh McLean and “Jumbo” Kerley.
In inter-colonial tours, Carlton went to Adelaide in late June and did well, despite its mediocre Victorian 
season. The Blues defeated South Adelaide, Norwood and Port Adelaide in some hard fought contests. Essendon 
sailed to Tasmania (a favourite destination for the club) for three games in early July. The tour was a disaster as 
the Dons lost to South Tasmania in the first game, and though they beat the same combination in two subsequent 
matches, the club suffered injuries to Dunne, Tindale, Rout and Lawlor. The loss of these players contributed to a 
loss of form on their return that severely damaged the club’s premiership chances. Geelong travelled to Adelaide 
in July for a five-match tour. Of course, they won all five games against South Park, Port Adelaide, Combined 
Juniors, South Adelaide and Norwood. On average the Pivots scored seven goals a game and conceded two. The 
only bad news for the club was the temporary loss of Hugh McLean who injured a knee. Melbourne was much 
less successful when it went to Adelaide in August. The Reds only won one of four matches (against Norwood).
At the beginning of July it was Carlton’s turn to be pulverised by the great Geelong combination. In front 
of a big crowd (10-13,000) at the MCG Carlton was never in the contest as Bertie Collins, “Jumbo” Kerley, Tom 
Cahill and company simply outclassed them. When half time arrived Geelong led six-nil. In the second half Billy 
Hanneysee tried hard to get Carlton back into the contest, but Geelong kicked another three goals in a superb 
team performance to crush the Blues nine-one (which was recorded on the ‘telegraph board’ at the ground). 
Matson, Julien and Jack Bannister snared two goals each, and one of Bannister’s goals was kicked after he ‘nicely 
euchred an opponent who tried to force him behind the posts, and cleverly put the ball through’ (The Sportsman, 
8/7/1884). This was Carlton’s biggest ever defeat and the famous club had rarely reached such low depths, while 
Geelong’s play was superlative and it looked unstoppable. Fitzroy recorded a home victory over Melbourne. 
Rapiport and Welsford put the locals two-one up at half time, and that was how it stayed. After Melbourne’s 
fourth straight loss its supporters had little patience and were furious with the umpire who they abused as he 
walked off the ground. South Melbourne defeated Hotham in a game in which the latter played ‘after the style of 
the electric light — very fitful’ (The Sportsman, 8/7/1884). Veteran Harry Latchford returned to his old form and 
kicked three goals. Joe Tankard did well for Hotham and was beginning to recover his brilliant 1883 form, and 
Hotham very much needed it. South won but the result didn’t count after Hotham protested to the VFA that the 
Southerners had played two unregistered players. At a Meeting on July 12 the VFA decided to award the game to 
Hotham and fined South £5. South argued that the players (although playing for Junior clubs during the season) 
had registered with them at the start of the year, but to no avail. This result proved to be a major turning point 
in Hotham’s season for thereafter it played some inspired footy and landed its highest ladder finish since 1877. 
The loss had the opposite effect on South, as it proceeded to lose its next three games.
Hotham really began to deliver on July 12 when it caused a boilover at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground 
by inflicting Essendon’s first loss of the year, and it was a thrashing. Arriving home from their Tasmanian tour the 
day before the match the Dons suffered the same fate that befell them against Geelong in late 1882. On a heavy 
ground Essendon’s players made the mistake of trying to run their way past the Hotham men who were well used 
to playing in the mud. The first half was an absolute disaster for the Dons. They won the toss and began with a 
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slight breeze, but had an appalling run at goals. They hit the post three times and ended the half with only eight 
behinds. In contrast, Hotham played a superb little marking game and kicked four goals. Ned O’Brien kicked the 
first at the four-minute mark, and after an even struggle Harry Perkins made it two-nil. Andrew Neely and “Long” 
Todd also added goals. In the second half Essendon ineffectively plugged away until the last 30 minutes when 
Hotham took over and completely trounced the Dons by seven goals to one. Essendon’s premiership hopes had 
received a severe setback, though they were still in with a chance. Fitzroy secured an excellent home victory 
over South Melbourne. Ex-Tasmanian “Rolls” was the maroon and blue’s best in a good season, and Carew 
obtained the winning goal. Melbourne obtained its first win in a month against old rivals Carlton at the MCG. 
In a low scoring contest, Melbourne’s Doran kicked the only goal of the day. The game was not played in the 
best spirit and Carlton’s impeccable defender (and future Richmond captain) “Geordie” Smith assaulted the goal 
umpire. The central umpire was also hassled by the crowd — by both sets of supporters. Amazingly, Smith was 
let off with a warning by the VFA because of his good record, much to the disgust of many football supporters.
Things went from bad to worse for the injury-hit Dons when they were knocked over by Melbourne on 
July 19. Melbourne was a goal to the good at half time and protected that advantage to the end. Propsting and 
“Barkley” Jones did best for the winners and Jim Stafford worked hard for Essendon. Williamstown celebrated 
its first win over a senior club when it lowered Carlton’s colours on the Garden’s Reserve. No one played the 
ground as well as the locals who were expert at reading the coastal winds and made full use of the breezes in 
the second half to beat the Blues. The Town would also take full advantage of the local weather conditions in 
its final game of the year against Geelong. Fred Ulbrick played well for the home side and Jack Baker was busy 
for the visitors (and scored Carlton’s goals). Fitzroy secured its third straight victory over South Ballarat. Hotham 
journeyed to Sandhurst and gained an easy win, but South hit rock bottom when it lost at home to juniors Star 
of Carlton.
On July 26 Geelong returned from Adelaide and had trouble getting a full side together for visitors 
Williamstown. Seven of its first twenty didn’t turn up and the champions had to play with eighteen men for the 
first fifteen minutes. This handicap however made Little difference because the Pivots worked to a three-goal 
lead at half time, an advantage maintained throughout. Phil McShane kicked a brace of goals and captain Harry 
Steedman was best. Geelong was now the only undefeated team and was going to be hard to catch. Essendon 
emerged from its mini-slump with a brilliant performance against Ballarat on the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
“Joker” Hall, with three goals, and “Taffy” Lawlor were in great form as the Dons, which chalked up seven goals 
to none in the first half, went on to a nine-one win. Hotham secured its third win in a row against Melbourne. 
The visitors arrived to play on the Hotham Recreation Reserve, which was ‘covered with about an inch of slime, 
which had to be top dressed in some places with tan’ (The Sportsman, 29/7/1884). Known as the ‘glue pot’ the 
Hotham Recreation Reserve would not help the club’s cause when VFL places were up for grabs at the end of 
1896. The visitors were hardly thrilled with the playing surface, and received a further setback when some senior 
players didn’t appear and they had to enlist four or five substitutes. Arthur Todd and Joe Tankard kicked the 
locals to lead at half time. McAlister recovered a goal for Melbourne in the second period, but it was not enough. 
In a battle of former giants South Melbourne suffered its fourth straight loss and Carlton broke a three game 
duck. South officials placed the goalposts on the South Melbourne Cricket Ground field and most of the 7,000 
barrackers anticipated a local victory. The first half was a tough encounter and matters were even at the break. In 
the second term Sam Bloomfield stepped up to play the best game of the forty and helped Carlton collect three 
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goals to one to secure victory. South’s dramatic slump was too much for some of South’s supporters who were 
furious with the performance of umpire Jack Trait. 
At the end of July Geelong looked headed for its second triple-premiership effort. It remained undefeated 
while second-placed Essendon had lost two games. The premiership race was not over, but the Dons had a lot 
of ground to make up. These two continued to dominate the rest of the competition. Fitzroy, Melbourne and 
Hotham followed Essendon but were a number of games behind. South Melbourne and Carlton were struggling 
and only Williamstown stood between them and the wooden spoon. Phil McShane still led the goal kicking 
stakes with eighteen goals.
Fortunately for Essendon there was a boilover on August 2 when Geelong lost at South Ballarat. In an 
exciting contest the Pivots got slightly the better of the battle in the first half, but in a high scoring second period 
the more accurate locals edged out the Pivots six-five. Geelong’s pride had been severely dented and the club 
complained that the small ground was in an appalling state and had a waterhole in the middle of it. Geelong’s 
first loss of the season stoked Essendon’s hope of catching up and it held off a determined Carlton at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground to make up a game on the reigning premiers. “Joker” Hall was having a good year 
in front of goal for Essendon and kicked two. A brass band entertained the crowd throughout the afternoon. 
South broke a four-game losing streak when it overcame Melbourne on the South Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Jimmy Young was in great form in the Southern triumph. Andy Harper kicked three for South and Propsting put 
in a brave performance for the Reds. Fitzroy had no trouble disposing of Williamstown, which failed to score 
anything at all. The Roys, with new boy Jack Worrall in their ranks, kicked 5.12. Worrall was one of the better 
players, but the maroon and blue lost Joe Kerrigan and goal sneak Ted Carew to injury.
The following week Fitzroy experienced the other side of the coin at Geelong when it conceded five goals. 
Jack Kerley and Phil McShane were in excellent touch and “Rolls” did well for the visitors, although he came 
undone on a couple of occasions when his trick of tap kicking the ball to himself from the kick off line didn’t 
come off. A serious accident occurred during the game when a player fell into the crowd and broke a boy’s leg. 
Essendon thrashed Melbourne to the tune of nine goals to two in one of its best performances of the year. Things 
were relatively even in the first half, but Essendon kicked right away thereafter with six unanswered goals. The 
Dons also discovered a new goal sneak, Harry Caldwell, who punted three goals, and he became Essendon’s 
most reliable forward in the 1880s. The Aitken brothers did well, Dave was best on the ground for the Dons and 
George was Melbourne’s best. Hotham obtained a home win against Carlton. Wins against the Blues were fairly 
rare, but Arthur Ley and Joey Tankard helped the Hothamites steam through for their fifth straight victory. As 
usual Jack Baker was Carlton’s hardest worker, but Harry Todd’s goal was an absolute beauty when he booted 
a ‘60-yard’ goal into the breeze. Williamstown gained another good result at home when it drew with South 
Melbourne. In front of a modest crowd of 500 people, Kennedy and Ulbrick did best for the locals.
It had been a poor season by South Melbourne’s standards, but it played exceptionally well against Essendon 
on August 16. South won the toss and began with a strong breeze. After three minutes Essendon scored the first 
behind, but South then kicked off and raced the ball up the ground where it was marked by Kitchen. From 40 
metres he delivered a fine drop kick that put the home side ahead. Give-and-take play followed but eventually 
Essendon’s Percy Lewis marked close to goal and made the game even, and the telegraph board showed ‘1 goal 
and 1 behind to each’. South dominated the rest of the half, but with excellent goalkeeper Dan Sebire in form the 
home side only added more behinds before the break. After the interval Essendon lost its second half advantage 
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when the wind dropped off and South made the most of it. Kitchen soon restored South’s lead, and try as they 
might, the Dons could not get back on even terms. This allowed the locals to record a two-one victory. The 
loss was a crushing blow to Essendon, which once again found itself two games adrift of the reigning premiers. 
Meanwhile, Geelong went on apace beating juniors South Yarra four-nil and Jack Kerley again displayed his 
mercurial skills as a high marker. The Prince’s Oval was finally available for football so Carlton met Fitzroy. A 
good crowd of 5,000 saw a very even contest between clubs that would develop an intense rivalry over the next 
decade. It was two goals apiece at half time and remained that way. In a bottom of the table clash Hotham was 
held to a home draw with Williamstown.
On August 23 Geelong maintained its high standards by recording a home victory over Carlton. The Blues 
started with the breeze and led narrowly at half time, but in the second stanza Geelong got right on top and 
kicked four unanswered goals to win 5.11 to 2.9. Hugh McLean and Jack Kerley were best for Geelong as was 
Jack Baker for Carlton. Essendon registered a solid win at Williamstown where Harry Caldwell collected four 
goals for the visitors. Fitzroy broke Hotham’s undefeated run of six games by beating the northerners on their 
own ground. Jack Worrall was Fitzroy’s best. South Melbourne also defeated South Ballarat.
South Melbourne thought it had a good chance of upsetting Geelong when it hosted the premiers on August 
30. The goal posts were set up in anticipation of a big game and a crowd of 8-10,000 turned up to watch it. 
A fierce north easterly wind ruined any hopes for a display of high skill as clouds of dust were kicked up 
throughout the afternoon. Geelong won the toss and went with the wind, but only gained a slight advantage 
from it. South made it very tough and held out determinedly against persistent Geelong attacks led by Jack 
Kerley (who was best on the ground). The constant pressure began to tell on South’s defenders towards the end 
of the half, and Geelong’s Bill Reid, promoted from the seconds for this game, grabbed two quick goals to give 
the Pivots the lead at half-time. South hit back hard at the beginning of the next term, but Geelong’s defence 
held firm and eventually Jim Julien kicked a match-breaking goal for the visitors. George Friend pulled a late goal 
back for the locals, but it was too late and South had been defeated by a superior outfit. Essendon beat Fitzroy, 
and Carlton defeated Melbourne. The 300 to 1,500 people that turned up at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground 
for the latter game was arguably the lowest ever attendance for a match between these two former super powers. 
Carlton’s win consigned Melbourne to its fourth consecutive loss. The result had little effect as both sides shared 
the lower end of the table with new boys Williamstown. At the upper end of the table Geelong maintained a 
two-game break on Essendon, but had played two less games. Essendon’s trip to Geelong on September 13 
offered it a last ditch opportunity to pinch the premiership, but other results also had to go its way. Fitzroy was 
performing admirably and claimed third place. The Roys were no match for the top two, but more than held their 
own against the others. Hotham and South Melbourne occupied the middle rank of performers and were still in 
the hunt for a top three finish. Geelong’s Phil McShane led the goal kicking with nineteen goals.
At the beginning of September Melbourne’s emphasis on youth almost paid handsome dividends at Geelong. 
The visitor’s energetic and skilful play gave them a one-goal lead at the break. Geelong however came back 
strongly in the next half, and with Kerley playing another mighty game, eventually overcame Melbourne by six 
goals to four. Hotham could not repeat its earlier victory over Essendon when they met for the third time in 
1884 at the Hotham Recreation Reserve. The Dons were quickly out of the blocks and gained a valuable three-
goal lead at the halfway mark. Hotham, led by Wally Johnston fought hard to get back, but Essendon would not 
relinquish the lead. Once again Harry Caldwell kicked a hat trick of goals, and Jim Stafford was the Dons’ best 
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performer. South Melbourne hosted Carlton in a high scoring game. Kicking with the wind in the first half South 
played all over the Blues and went to the interval leading 4.7 to 0.6. Carlton however also used the breeze to 
good effect and an entertaining match finished in a five-all draw. Jim Young was best for South as was John Kelly 
for Carlton. Williamstown defeated visitors Ballarat, and Fitzroy drew at Sandhurst. The Roys were a goal down, 
but after the second match ball got lost in a reservoir the game was declared a draw.
On September 13 Essendon finally got its chance to show its worth on Corio Oval. The premiership was 
pretty much beyond the Dons by this stage, but they were confident they could end the season on a high note. A 
record crowd of between 8-10,000 (including 2,000 from Melbourne by special train) attended the big match, and 
helped the Pivots collect the biggest gate takings in the club’s history. Steedman won the toss and Geelong began 
with the breeze. The Pivots were first into attack and Phil McShane grabbed the first goal fairly quickly before 
“Joker” Hall kicked a brilliant equaliser. His shot from 40 metres found through goal into a high wind. After this, 
fast play of the highest calibre followed with no perceptible advantage to either side. Eventually, Geelong began 
to hem Essendon into its defensive zone and Bill Reid added two quick goals to give Geelong a handy two-goal 
margin at half time. Immediately after the break Harry Steedman grabbed Geelong’s fourth goal and this virtually 
decided the contest. Essendon hit back in bursts but was generally under siege from the premiers who had their 
tails up and sometimes ran rings around the challengers. The Pivots secured a convincing victory and left no one 
in doubt as to the best side in the colony. Essendon did not help its cause when its players had apparently been 
up late the night before the game at a ‘social hop’, hence the second half meltdown. Jack Kerley and Steedman 
led the way for the Pivots, and Ned Powell, returning from his ankle injury was Essendon’s best. The loss of Jim 
Stafford with a dislocated shoulder was an added disappointment for the Dons.
In another crunch game, Hotham hosted Fitzroy in the battle for third place. Hotham was known for its 
toughness and Fitzroy received a considerable buffeting from the blue and whites. Joey Tankard proved to be 
the difference between the sides and he scored the only goal of the day to give Hotham victory. At the end of 
the game, Hotham’s Morris and Fitzroy’s “Rolls” were fighting and had to be separated by the police. The home 
crowd was also particularly hostile. Melbourne did well to draw with South Melbourne, and Carlton vanquished 
Williamstown at the Prince’s Oval. The Blues followed this win with a surprise victory over Essendon on 
September 20. The Dons were considerably deflated after being mauled by Geelong and Carlton was only too 
happy to take advantage of the situation. Aitken’s goal was enough to give Carlton victory. Hotham finished the 
season with a flourish and Dick Houston’s and Harry Todd’s goals sunk visitors South Melbourne. After a strong 
second half Melbourne got the better of Williamstown at the Garden’s Reserve, and Geelong had no trouble 
besting Ballarat on the Saxon Paddock.
By September 27 the premiers were home and hosed, but were beaten at Williamstown in the biggest boilover 
of the season. The Town won a crucial toss and started with a stiff breeze behind them. Local knowledge came 
in handy as the Town threw everything at the Pivots. They scored several behinds before “Angry” Orr secured 
the first goal. Williamstown’s followers were well on top and soon more goals flowed from G. Jones and Jack 
Kennedy. Despite their best efforts the visitors could not get on the scoreboard, and at the interval Williamstown 
had a handy lead of 3.11 to nil. Geelong figured the breeze would get them over the line in the next half, but 
this was not to be. Williamstown played to the defensive side of the ground in superb fashion and although the 
champs were able to kick two goals they could not equalise, so the match finished in favour of the locals by 3.11 
to 2.10. It was a famous Williamstown victory (and only time it beat Geelong in the VFA) and the locals were 
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absolutely cock-a-hoop. A poem called ‘The Battle of the Ballkick’ by Campbell (Junior) was published in the 
Williamstown Chronicle to celebrate this achievement. One stanza read:
Outspoke the victors, when
They quaffed the goblet brown:
“We are twenty splendid men;
Let us walk the Front a-down,
And give the Williamstown people a treat;
We have licked the Pivot crowd.
Once so cocky and so proud,
And their blooming heads have bowed to our feet.”
Williamstown Chronicle, 4/10/1884
Geelong left the field of battle with a healthy dose of wounded pride and grumbled about Williamstown playing 
the boundary line during the second period. Hotham consolidated third place by defeating Melbourne. Once 
again, Joe Tankard was Hotham’s best and his great form in the second half of the season had much to do with 
that club’s fine run home. South Melbourne also finished on a high note when it vanquished Fitzroy on the old 
Albert Park ground near Middle Park station. Jim Young and Eb. Hill were South’s best. 
Geelong lost the final game of 1884 but still completed the club’s second triple premiership. This was an 
outstanding achievement and chalked up the club’s sixth premiership in seven years. Geelong’s champions 
included Charles Brownlow, Fred Furnell, Dave Hickinbotham, Jack Kerley, Hugh McLean, Phil McShane, Bob 
Talbot and Harry Steedman. These were some of the greatest players to grace a football field and made the 1884 
side arguably Geelong’s best as far as depth of talent was concerned. The Australasian described the qualities 
of this champion side:
Geelong has decidedly outstripped all rivals, and stands unchallenged as the premier club in 1884. 
Starting the season with a good team, the club has played consistently the finest football of the year, 
the secret of its strength and success lying in its splendid organisation and play together rather than in 
any very brilliant individual effort. 
Australasian, 4/10/1884 
Essendon improved considerably on its performance in 1883 to claim runners-up for the second time. By 
finishing third Hotham equalled its best ever position. The inconsistent South Melbourne was next on the list and 
Fitzroy had done especially well in its first year as a senior by finishing in fifth position. Carlton was further down 
the list in sixth. This was its worst finish on record, and it was clear that the proud club’s administration had 
declined after the retirement of Power and McHarg from the secretariat. The Blues were in desperate need of re-
construction and would soon undertake this task in earnest. Melbourne continued to struggle and Williamstown 
finished last, though they had bragging rights over Geelong. Star of Carlton was considered the best Junior club 
and South Ballarat made a similar claim in that district.
In late July The Sportsman conducted a poll to determine the best players in the colony. Geelong’s Jack 
Kerley was elected the best all round player, while Hotham’s Harry Todd was voted the best forward, Geelong’s 
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Hugh McLean the best back, Essendon’s Ned Powell the best centre man and Kerley the best follower. In its 
end of season review the Australasian claimed that Jack Kerley was the foremost footballer of 1884, and by any 
criteria Kerley had a stellar season and had succeeded Jimmy Wilson as the colony’s premium player. Jim Young 
from South Melbourne, Carlton’s Jack Baker and Essendon follower Dave Aitken were also considered to be 
amongst the best players in Victoria. In the following division, Geelong captain Harry Steedman was one of the 
very best as was Sam Bloomfield (Carlton), Joe Tankard (Hotham) and “Barkley” Jones (Melbourne). Amongst 
the best defenders were South’s “Sonny” Elms, Essendon’s Dan Sebire, Dick Houston from Hotham, and Carlton’s 
“Geordie” Smith. Hugh McLean was considered to be the best centre man by the Australasian and other good 
players included Essendon’s Ned Powell, and Arthur Ley from Hotham. Better rovers were Essendon’s Wilfred 
Hughes, Hotham’s Andrew Neely and Fitzroy’s “Dummy” Muir. The classier wingman included up and coming 
stars such as Geelong’s Dave Hickinbotham, Essendon’s “Commotion” Pearson and South’s Ben Page. Geelong 
players dominated the goal kicking stakes as Phil McShane topped the list for the second consecutive year with 
20 goals in senior and Ballarat matches. He was followed by teammate Jim Julien with 17 and Essendon’s Harry 
Caldwell on 13.
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In 1885, the VFA welcomed a new secretary. He was former Royal Park, Albert Park and Carlton footballer 
Theophilus S. Marshall, who claimed he played in the very first games at Richmond Paddock in 1858. Marshall 
was to have a considerable impact on the VFA during his tenure (1885-1896) for as a traditionalist he saw it 
as his personal mission to eradicate all forms of professionalism from the game. While Marshall was settling 
into his new role the VFA increased the number of senior clubs to ten when applications for admission from 
University and Richmond were approved at a meeting at Young & Jackson’s on March 28. Representative teams 
from those realms had been playing football since 1860, but these were new club incarnations. Other clubs were 
also lining up to join the VFA, including St Kilda. In March, members of the junior club St Kilda Alma met at the 
George Hotel and formed the St Kilda juniors. The team played on the St Kilda Cricket Ground and joined the 
VFA in 1886. The Association looked to improve the administration of the game and moved to regulate the size 
of grounds. It also agreed to pay field and goal umpires. By the beginning of July goal umpires were no longer 
being paid, but after the controversial events in the match between South Melbourne and Essendon in August 
the VFA reinstated such payments.
At this time the game was characterised by two styles of play: long kicking and fast and open play, and a 
more defensive style which depended on short kicks, little marking and the weight, strength and sheer physical 
power of following packs that came into their own. Different forms of marking also featured prominently. The 
chest mark was the most common practice, but Carlton’s little marking game had revolutionised team play. 
Many disliked the little mark because of its resemblance to throwing the ball, as recalled by Peter Burns: ‘we 
deftly touched the ball on the toe of a boot before throwing it to a team-mate’ (The Sporting Globe, 3/5/1941). 
Geelong’s Jack Kerley was a spectacular high mark, but whether he, or Essendon’s Charles Pearson, were leaping 
about like Bob Pratt or John Coleman is another matter. In 1891 reference was made to a “long mark”, which 
may be the “finger-tip mark”, an invention credited to Kerley. These terms may have described the practice of 
marking the ball with outstretched arms above one’s head, but both Kerley and Pearson also leapt high into the 
air, as had other players in the late 1870s, and occasionally before that. The recollection of ex-Essendon player 
Alf Young (who played 1890-94) sheds some light on the question. In 1943 he claimed ‘High marking had not 
reached the fantastic standard of more recent years. Men depended more on their height and length of arms than 
on their springing powers’ (The Sporting Globe, “Some Old Reflections,” 15/5/1943).
Geelong remained the paramount club in the colony, but such high standards were difficult to maintain. 
Off the field the club continued to grow in partnership with the Geelong cricket club. The organisations agreed 
to build a new grandstand on Corio Oval and a picket fence was to be erected around the field of play. The 
coalition with the cricket club combined financial resources, but the bodies soon squabbled over the football 
club’s expenditure. Debentures were offered to help fund the construction of the new grandstand, but debts 
1885
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   143 28/05/2014   4:17 pm
1885
144
arising from this and other building projects weighed the club down for some time. On the field, Geelong’s 
success was threatened when some of its champions were lured away to other clubs. Leading goal kicker Phil 
McShane, speedster Jim Julien and handy flanker Jim Pike all went to Essendon. Rover John McShane went to 
South Melbourne for a second stint, and excellent defender “Dobie” Thomson threw in his lot with University. 
Captain Harry Steedman retired due to ill health and he was replaced by Hugh McLean. The club recruited 
heavily from the juniors, but the crop wasn’t as rich as it had been in previous years. Defender Dan Kearney 
and wingman “Cocky” Robertson from Geelong West were the best acquisitions. The Pivots could not keep on 
absorbing the loss of personnel of this quality, but they did retain a solid core of champions. The question was: 
could the club continue to play at the highest level while fostering new players and teaching them to play the 
Geelong way?
Essendon pulled out all the stops in its bid for a first premiership. The club convinced Geelong’s ace goal 
kicker Phil McShane and Jim Julien to join them. If incentives were offered for this move (which is likely) they 
were not reported. Carlton’s champion Harry Wilson and promising juniors “Tiny” Meader from South Yarra, and 
“Ab” Moline from Toorak, supplemented the high profile recruits. The Dons also lost a number of fine players 
including John “Joker” Hall (to South Adelaide), Stuart Angwin and Billy Rogers to their Alma Mater, and talented 
rover Wilfred Hughes who went to England to continue his medical studies. However, with regulars such as Dave 
Aitken, “Didy” Fleming, “Taffy” Lawlor, Charles Pearson (for most of the season), Ned Powell, the Routs, the 
Tindales, and Dan Sebire Essendon had a powerful side that was ready to have a decent tilt at the ultimate prize. 
The public thought so to as the Dons had to limit membership to 600 because of the overwhelming number of 
applications submitted to join the club. Hotham recruited modestly after its success in 1884. Ted Cherry came 
over from Williamstown, but all other new comers were gleaned from junior ranks. The better new players were 
“Dutchy” Peters from North Park, Thomas McCracken from Star of Carlton, and George Sykes. 
South Melbourne was determined to bounce back after its poor 1884 season. Most energy was directed at 
developing a regular training schedule, for Geelong had proved the value of top physical conditioning. South 
also created an ‘accident fund’ to cover injured players. This was an added incentive for potential recruits, and 
South was outstanding in this area in 1885. Most of their recruiting efforts were directed at Ballarat where they 
pinched Peter Burns from Essendon. He was arguably the greatest Victorian player of the nineteenth century and 
was the first to play 300 senior games in the colony. Another great enticed from the quartzopolis was George 
McKenzie, a fine ruckman who had ‘hands like a whale’s ear’. McKenzie only gave himself a year at South and 
though Geelong chased him later in the decade he remained with his beloved Ballarat Imperial. Other Ballarat 
champions would soon join the southerners and formed the backbone of its great triple-premiership sides. The 
red and white also convinced Port Melbourne star Billy Hanneysee to have a crack with them after a stint at 
Carlton, and gained other valuable players from the Port district including “Dabber” Decis and Michael Daly. 
Others to join included “Poley Mack” McDonald, who was a good follower from the Footscray district and classy 
rover John McShane was welcomed back after a year at Geelong. The club lost a few players to Richmond, 
including goal sneak Billy Wells, but was in excellent shape. The new men were added to an imposing list of 
regulars that included “Sonny” Elms, Tom Bushell, Fred Graves, Andy Harper, Fred McKnight, Dick Wood and 
Jim “Diddley” Young.
Like South, Carlton was hoping to put a disastrous 1884 season well behind it and began to re-build its 
playing stocks with some canny recruiting. The premium picks were Tommy Leydin from local juniors Avenue 
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and Billy Strickland from Brunswick. Defender George Bragge returned after a stint at Norwood, the goal sneak 
Breen arrived from Sunbury, and excellent defender Ivo Crapp was recruited from Star of Carlton. The Blues lost 
veteran “Geordie” Smith who returned to captain new boys Richmond, while Harry Wilson went to Essendon, 
though he was not the player he had been in 1881. Fitzroy managed a smaller list than most other clubs, but 
picked up Ted Melling from Collingwood juniors Britannia. He would become a popular stalwart for the club. As 
the MCC restricted the use of the MCG for football in 1885 Melbourne opened the Friendly Societies’ Ground (on 
the current Melbourne Park site). The club went to great expense to prepare it, but the venue was never really 
a success, and was discarded after only a few seasons. Melbourne lost “Barkley” Jones to Williamstown, Archie 
McIntyre to Adelaide, and the Cussens brothers transferred to University. New club Richmond was fortunate to 
pick up Carlton’s “Geordie” Smith who was a fine half back and capable skipper. Half-back was the favoured 
position for captains at this time. Richmond recruited far and wide for its new team. Goal sneak Billy Wells and 
vice captain Tom Graham arrived from South Melbourne. Most players joined from local juniors like Cremorne, 
Richmond Standard and Richmond Union. Others came from clubs like South Yarra and Star of Carlton, and 
some of these had begun their playing careers in the Richmond District.
University had to deal with the handicap of having a casual playing group, but still gathered a capable 
side with a clutch of quality players from other senior clubs. The new captain was ex-Melbourne man Gerald 
Cussen, and his deputy was ex-Essendonian Billy Rogers. Classy wingman Stuart Angwin and Herbert Power also 
arrived from the Dons, Patrick Gleeson and John Kelly came from Carlton, and “Dobie” Thomson from Geelong. 
The squad was quite thin and injuries or unexpected absences were severely felt. Accordingly, the ‘students’ 
struggled in their first year in senior ranks. Excellent Melbourne follower “Barkley” Jones returned home to 
represent Williamstown. He was immediately selected as vice-captain to support skipper Charlie Laming. George 
Hall was another handy player recruited from Fitzroy. The Town continued to rely on local talent and was one 
of the more insular VFA clubs. 
In the opening matches on May 2 Essendon and Hotham (1884’s second and third placed teams) drew four-
all in an entertaining game at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. Hotham kicked four goals with the wind in the 
first half and the Dons did likewise when their turn came. Dick Houston collected a hat trick of goals for Hotham. 
Ned Powell was best for Essendon as was follower Harry Alessio for the visitors. Geelong defeated Ballarat 
Imperial on Corio Oval but only had seven players from the 1884 premiership squad in its ranks. The premiers 
had in fact lost fifteen players from its list, which was an astonishing drain of talent. Carlton started brightly with 
a convincing win over Melbourne at the MCG in front of 9,000 spectators. Carlton’s Frank Johnston was best on 
the ground and captain Jack Baker scored three goals. George Aitken was Melbourne’s best. Richmond had a 
tough first up assignment at Williamstown, but the locals had to fight all the way for victory. “Barkley” Jones was 
best for the winners. University did well at Fitzroy, but it wasn’t good enough to win. After an even first half the 
Roys went on the win with three goals to spare.
The meeting between South Melbourne and Carlton at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on May 9 
delivered a fast and exciting contest, and was described as a ‘rattling game’. It was suggested that the players 
wear numbers to ease identification but this was not taken up. Jack Baker was in great form, and helped the 
Blues lead at half time. The second half was just as entertaining as South hit back and the teams were locked 
on two goals each for a while. Towards the end of the game however Carlton began to tire and South snatched 
two late goals to win the day. The Blues played extremely well, but South was too strong and benefited from 
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a more consistent approach to training, which gave them the capacity to outlast their opponents. Essendon 
played a brilliant game against visitors Williamstown. In the second half the Dons gave an exemplary display of 
football and ran away to win with nine goals in hand. This performance announced that Essendon was ready to 
offer a genuine challenge for the premiership. Essendon’s best were ex-Geelong goal sneak Phil McShane and 
Dave Aitken, and they obtained three goals each. Fitzroy was lucky to get past Melbourne at the MCG. “Rappi” 
Rapiport booted the only goal of the day, while Melbourne hit the post three times. Jack Worrall was best for 
the maroon and blue. Richmond secured its first VFA win when it overcame University on the Richmond Cricket 
Ground. Dave Elder and Billy Wells were best for the winners.
After its strenuous effort at South Melbourne, Carlton was in no shape to match it with Fitzroy at the MCG 
on May 16. The Blues did well in the first half but trailed by a goal. In the second stanza the Roys kicked right 
away with six goals to one to secure a 8.12 to 2.3 victory. “Rolls” Williams and Paddy McShane did well for 
Fitzroy as did Jack Baker for Carlton. Fitzroy’s “Goldie” Watsford was not at his best though and later wrote a 
letter to the club apologising for being “under the influence of drink” during the match. The maroon and blue 
now had three wins from three, a record shared by South Melbourne who followed up its terrific performance 
over Carlton with a lazy ten-goal win over Sunbury. Essendon also pulverised Melbourne. The Dons powered 
away in the second half to register a ten-one victory. “Commotion” Pearson kicked three goals and Jack Martin 
was best on the ground. Essendon had kicked an astonishing 19 goals in two games. It was Melbourne’s greatest 
ever loss, but this ignominious record was exceeded later in the season when it played South Melbourne. The 
premiers secured a third consecutive win over Richmond. Bill Reid scored four goals for the winners. Richmond 
hired ex-South player King Mitchell as its coach, and most other clubs were now employing coaches (who were 
actually trainers). Williamstown secured its first win of the year against University.
On May 23 Geelong was checked for the first time when it drew with undefeated Fitzroy at Corio Oval. 
After goals from D. McCoy the Pivots were coasting at half time. Things went well for most of the second half 
as well, but two late goals from the Roys secured the latter’s best result in its short history. Geelong’s depleted 
line-up was partly blamed for the slip up. Paddy McShane and George Davey were best for their respective 
sides. Melbourne lost its fourth game in a row to Ballarat Imperial. On the same day Port Adelaide kicked off 
its Victorian tour with a meritorious four-all draw with South Melbourne. The Port Adelaide team included 
ex-Essendon goal sneak “Gobbo” Cairns and ex-South player Bob Roy. On the Queen’s Birthday, the South 
Australians suffered a three-goal reverse against Melbourne, and on May 30 lost by the same margin to Geelong.
On the Queen’s Birthday Geelong and Hotham met for their annual match-up on the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground in front of a record crowd of around 20,000. These contests were always fiercely fought, but Geelong 
had never been beaten. This time was different, for after a fantastic game Hotham just held on to win by the 
narrowest of margins. The Pivots struggled to match Hotham’s pace in a very fast game, which was unusual as 
Geelong was renown for its fitness and stamina. Hotham’s followers Joe Tankard and Joe Shaw led the way. The 
locals were errant in front of goal, but still led at the interval. Both sides kicked two goals in the second half, but 
this time it was Geelong that was inaccurate. The final score was Hotham 5.16 to Geelong 4.11. Hugh McLean 
and Bertie Collins were best for the Pivots. It was the premier’s first loss of the season, and they seemed to be 
showing signs of decline, while it was the first time Hotham had defeated Geelong in sixteen meetings. Most 
other clubs travelled to Ballarat where Fitzroy drew with South Ballarat and South Melbourne thumped Ballarat 
Imperial by eight goals. Carlton won easily at Kyneton.
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On May 30 Fitzroy’s fine start to the season came to an abrupt end against Essendon at the East Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. The Dons won the toss and started with a strong breeze, but a slippery surface did not help skill 
levels. Fitzroy was first to attack but Lindsay fluffed a good chance of giving the Roys an early lead. Essendon 
responded with a poster from Sam Butt, before Jim Julien kicked the home side’s first goal. Essendon stayed 
forward but Fitzroy’s “Dummy” Muir was busy relieving pressure on his defence and he set up numerous counter-
attacks. The Don’s Bill Fleming was playing a fine game in the centre and with only ten minutes left in the half 
the red and black broke away with three quick goals. Fitzroy had not played badly but trailed by four goals at 
the break. Unfortunately for the Roys, Essendon played just as well against the breeze. Fitzroy sprayed the goals 
at the start of the period but Julien sealed the match for the Dons when he made it five-nil. Muir secured two late 
goals for the Roys, but Essendon won fairly comfortably in the end. Fierce rivals Hotham and Carlton played an 
outstanding game at the Hotham Recreation Reserve. The Blues started with the breeze and took full advantage 
of it by racing to a three-goal lead at half time. Hotham however was equal to the challenge and hit back with 
three goals of their own in the second period to earn a courageous draw against a much-improved Carlton outfit. 
Alf Buncle was best for Hotham as was Jack Baker for Carlton. In other games, South Melbourne sent a weak 
side to play University but still won. Richmond picked up its second victory of the season over Melbourne and 
the winner’s Jack Conlon was best kicking two goals. 
In senior and Ballarat matches, the top three by the end of May were Essendon, South Melbourne and 
Fitzroy, and the first two were undefeated. Geelong was in fourth and Hotham was next. Hotham had also not 
been beaten, but it only had three games under its belt after its tour of Adelaide. With them at mid-table were 
Williamstown, Carlton and Richmond. Melbourne and University were on the bottom after losing all five matches 
against senior competition. In the goal kicking stakes, Geelong’s new recruit D. McCoy led the pack with six. 
On June 6 the scheduled match between Essendon and South Melbourne at the East Melbourne Cricket 
Ground was abandoned because of poor weather. Not only did barrackers miss the chance to see a premium 
game between undefeated teams, but the in-form Dons also missed a golden opportunity to meet and beat the 
Southerners on their own turf. Indeed, the loss of this fixture had quite a bearing on the premiership race later 
in the year. Richmond did play and surprised all when it secured an excellent win at Fitzroy. Despite the loss 
to Essendon, the Roys were travelling well, but Richmond really stopped them in their tracks. With the Layton 
brothers in good form the visitors fought to a one-goal lead at half time and protected that leeway throughout. 
“Geordie” Smith and Alf Searle did best for the winners. In another surprise Melbourne defeated its first senior 
opponent of the season, and became the first team to defeat Hotham in 1885. Future captain Howard Morrison 
played a great game for the winners. Williamstown made its home ground advantage count with a convincing 
win over Carlton, while Geelong won comfortably against University.
On June 13 Essendon hosted Geelong in one of the big clashes of the season. This meeting of 1884’s first 
and second clubs attracted a large crowd of around 12,000 people. Geelong started with the assistance of a 
northerly wind, but a heavy ground soon had the players scrambling about in the mud. Walter Reid scored the 
Pivot’s first goal after Essendon’s Dan Sebire was caught holding the ball. The visitors kept up the pressure, and 
Hugh McLean soon put the Pivots two goals up. After a flurry of behinds from Geelong the home side’s Jim Julien 
passed to Sam Butt. Butt used his cap to wipe the mud off the ball and his boot, and then kicked Essendon’s first 
goal. Geelong led at the break, but Essendon got straight to work at the re-commencement and it wasn’t long 
before Butt made matters equal. The Dons pressed forward in a big effort to win the game but came up against 
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a tenacious foe. McLean was playing a great game for the Pivots but Essendon established a protracted siege of 
Geelong’s defence, and ‘As the afternoon advanced, and the Essendon took the leading position, the applause 
became uproarious, and could be heard as far off as the Punt-hill, South Yarra’ (The Argus, 15/6/1885). Geelong 
however would not concede, and as darkness descended, the game ended in stalemate. Essendon considered 
itself a little unlucky but Geelong defended stubbornly and showed plenty of character.
In other matches, Fitzroy got back to winning ways at Williamstown’s expense. Some of the Town’s supporters 
felt that the seasider’s loss was due to an overly generous attitude towards the home team. Williamstown arrived 
at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground ready to play, but not all of Fitzroy players had arrived. So visiting captain Charlie 
Laming agreed to wait for them. The game eventually started 30 minutes late, which favoured Fitzroy because the 
Roys won the toss and kicked with the wind in the first half, and so had most of the daylight with this advantage. 
Fitzroy led three-nil at half time and the Roys protected the buffer in the next period. Jack Worrall was Fitzroy’s 
best and “Barkley” Jones did well for the fishing village. Carlton defeated Ballarat, and Melbourne won at the 
University Reserve. The students had now lost their first six matches. The game between Hotham and Richmond 
was abandoned because of the poor state of Hotham’s ground.
Essendon continued to lead the field and easily accounted for visitors South Ballarat on June 20. Dave Aitken 
and Charles Pearson were best for the Dons. At this stage, the undefeated Dons had collected seven wins from 
nine games. Hotham’s ground was in very poor condition, but the game with Fitzroy went ahead. The locals 
adapted far better to the conditions and Dick Houston kicked his team to a two-goal lead at half time. The 
northerners then went on to win the game. Tankard was best for Hotham, while “Dummy” Muir did well for 
the visitors. At the MCG Melbourne performed well against Geelong, but still lost. Jack Kerley was best on the 
ground. Kerley was one of the game’s stars and during the season his painted portrait was displayed at Boyle 
and Scott’s Sports store in Bourke Street. Carlton had too much firepower for locals Richmond. Jack Baker was 
in superlative form, booting four goals and taking the laurels for the best man on the ground. The local crowd 
was crestfallen for ‘the Richmond team is tremendously popular locally. All the lads mount the yellow and 
black insignia in their hats’ (The Sportsman, 24/6/1885). The grounds at Richmond and South Melbourne had 
scoreboards, but not all clubs had them yet. University recorded its first draw in senior ranks against visitors 
Williamstown. Ex-Fitzroy man E. Shaw was best on the ground for the students, while, “Barkley” Jones did well 
for the visitors.
On June 27 Carlton won its third consecutive match when it overcame Melbourne on the MCG. This was 
despite the fact that George Strachan tagged Jack Baker in an attempt to lessen his influence on the game. 
South Melbourne returned from Adelaide and promptly thumped Richmond nine-nil in an awesome display. 
Billy Hanneysee had a field day and added three goals to his fine all round performance. Essendon defeated 
University, and Fitzroy got the better of Ballarat Imperial. The Hotham Recreation Reserve was in such poor 
condition that Hotham’s game against Williamstown had to be postponed. By the end of June (in senior and 
Ballarat matches), Essendon and South Melbourne were the only undefeated teams and had a small break 
on Geelong, which had lost one game. Fitzroy and Carlton were in the next echelon. Following these clubs, 
Williamstown and Richmond were ahead of Hotham and Melbourne, while University was struggling to match 
the other seniors. Carlton’s Jack Baker was the leading goal kicker in senior matches with ten.
On July 4 some fast, exciting and highly skilled contests offered a wonderful advertisement for football. 
A record crowd at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground saw Fitzroy meet Carlton. Both teams were slightly off the 
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premiership race so a win was vital to keep in touch with the leaders. In an enthusiastic beginning players went 
the man rather than the ball, but soon settled down to play some great footy. Fitzroy put enormous pressure on 
the visitor’s defence, but Frank Johnston defended grandly for the Blues. Eventually, Cooper made Carlton pay 
with the Roy’s first goal. The battle went rapidly from end to end but both defences refused to yield. Players 
flashed in and out of play and chains of fine passing were broken by clever interceptions. The play was still 
swinging back and forth when half time demanded a pause to a thrilling contest. The teams took up where they 
left off on the re-commencement. Carlton settled in for a period of dominance that led to Breen’s equalising goal. 
Coleman and “Rolls” gave the locals good service, while Mick Whelan was everywhere for the Blues. Fitzroy 
got on top for a brief time but Cooper’s attempt to put Fitzroy back ahead was marked between the posts by 
Rickards. The Blues returned fire but Jack Baker missed from a set shot. Fitzroy however didn’t clear the ball 
properly from the kick off and Jack Joyce grabbed it and put the ball through to help the Blues record their first 
win over Fitzroy. In this match Fitzroy’s “Dummy” Muir was given the job of ‘watching’ Baker, and Carlton’s 
Cook performed a similar task on Fitzroy skipper Paddy McShane. Carlton now had four straight wins and was 
playing its best football of the season.
The undefeated South travelled to Geelong and these sides produced another fast and exciting match. The 
Corio Oval accommodated 6,000 people (including 750 from Melbourne) and were entertained by the Protestant 
Alliance Society Band. South attacked first but Bill Docherty’s shot for goal was taken away by Dan Kearney, and 
Billy Hanneysee’s running angled shot for goal (a la Coulthard) only earned a behind. Soon after South almost 
wrangled a goal, but the Geelong defence was too sharp. Reid then snuck away to kick Geelong’s first goal and 
the band sparked up with a rendition of “Cheer, Boys Cheer”. The pace picked up as both sides threw everything 
into it and the contest became a little physical. The Pivots relied on speed and organization, while the visitors 
countered with little marking. South continued to attack but shots by Hanneysee and Tom Bushell went wide. 
Shortly afterwards McLean put the home side two goals up. South’s George Parry then marked the ball 15 metres 
out, but tried to pass the ball on to Hanneysee, and a golden chance was lost. As the second half progressed, 
the visitors got stronger, and with 15 minutes to go Geelong saw its lead rapidly evaporate as Hanneysee and 
Graves goaled within two minutes. The last 10 minutes of the game saw both sides put in a supreme effort to 
clinch victory, but it ended in a two-all draw. South had showed plenty of spirit and would obviously have a big 
say in the premiership race, while Geelong had let another victory slip away late in a game.
Essendon made some ground on South with a solid home win over Richmond. Jim Stafford returned to some 
of his old form in the eight-two result. Hotham was excellent against University and rammed home twelve goals 
to one. The northerners kicked nine goals by half time, a new record for senior matches. Dick Houston was 
in superb form and collected six goals. In further good news for the club the Hotham council finally agreed to 
spend some money on improvements to the Hotham Recreation Reserve. Williamstown secured its first win over 
Melbourne at the MCG with two goals to James Smith. “Barkley” Jones was having a great year for the Town 
and led from the front. Melbourne was once again in the doldrums, and after three losses in a row, had just two 
wins from ten games.
On July 11 Carlton, in the middle of a great run of form, confronted Essendon at the MCG before another 
big crowd of 12,000. Essendon was favourite and started with the breeze. Carlton was first to attack and scored 
a couple of behinds, and the Dons responded with a poster to Phil McShane. More behinds followed until Sam 
Butt had a long shot for goal that fell short and Moloney snuck in to put Essendon into the lead. Jack Baker 
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levelled for the Blues just before the interval. The Dons dominated early in the second half and eventually 
“Commotion” Pearson took a mark amongst a pack of players and slotted home from just five metres out. 
Essendon tried to build on its lead but proceeded to rack up ten behinds (“Ab” Moline hit the post and four 
behinds were scored by Dave Aitken). At one point, The Argus reported ‘The ball was kicked off three times 
[after a behind], it being called back twice by the central umpire on account of the Essendon men breaking the 
line’ (The Argus 13/7/1885). Carlton then assumed the initiative and Breen was able to level the scores. Both 
sides strained every muscle to win this exciting contest, but it ended with two goals apiece. 
While Carlton held Essendon, South Melbourne inflicted the heaviest defeat on Melbourne in its history. 
South dominated all over the ground, kicked seven goals in the second half and produced a final score of 
12.19 to 0.1 to record one of the biggest wins in VFA history. The southerners displayed their wares as genuine 
premiership contenders and The Sportsman’s ‘Goal Post’ exclaimed: ‘The South Melbourne are a grand team - 
strong, fast, clever, good kickers, and splendid markers, play well together, and can last - in fact, about as fine a 
combination as has been got together for many a season’ (15/7/1885). Billy Hanneysee kicked three goals and 
Jimmy Young kicked two. Young was also one of South’s best, as were ex-Ballarat men George McKenzie and 
Peter Burns. At Corio Oval Geelong gained revenge for its early season loss to Hotham. Both sides wore sashes 
to differentiate their jerseys. Hotham started with the breeze and did well enough to lead at half time. But, in 
the second period, Geelong slammed on four goals, which was enough to secure victory. Hugh McLean booted 
two goals and was best on the ground. Fitzroy was lucky to hold off a determined University, and Richmond lost 
its fourth consecutive game against Williamstown at the Richmond Cricket Ground. The ground was not roped 
off and this ‘allowed the crowd to encroach upon the “arena”, and sometimes the ball was sent amongst the 
spectators, and barrackers and players mingled in the scrimmages’ (Williamstown Chronicle, 18/7/1885).
The East Melbourne Cricket Ground hosted the clash between top teams Carlton and Geelong on July 18. 
The signs were not good for the Pivots when six regulars failed to make the trip (including ace “Jumbo” Kerley). 
Geelong however began well and within a couple of minutes Hugh McLean put them into the lead. The premiers 
stayed on top with great play from followers Bob Talbot and Bertie Collins, but kicked inaccurately and thus 
missed opportunities to establish a winning lead. Carlton started to recover thanks in part to follower Mick 
Whelan who was in the thick of the action, and was bringing other players into the game. Geelong then almost 
pinched a two-goal buffer, but Carlton’s Tim McInerney got a fingernail to Matthews’ shot to deny the visitors. 
The Pivots kept the ball forward but failed to make the most of their chances, and the Blues were bound to take 
advantage of this sooner or later. After soaking up considerable pressure Carlton’s first break came: after a throw 
up in a scrimmage Mair kicked the ball off the ground and it went through the big sticks to make it one goal 
each. Whelan soon made it two-one and two more goals quickly followed to give the Blues three goals in as 
many minutes. At half time Carlton led four-one even though Geelong had more scoring shots. At the beginning 
of the next term the game became tough and fast as Geelong made a bold rush to get back into the match. 
However, their exertions eventually told on the visitors and they reached breaking point when Jack Baker broke 
through for a quick brace of goals. The Pivots pulled a goal back, but Carlton was playing its best game of the 
year and completed a seven-two thrashing over the reigning champs. The Blues great victory was a sure sign 
that that they were developing a very good side, and many of its better players were from local junior clubs.
While Carlton was putting Geelong to the sword Essendon lost its first game of the year in a boilover to 
Melbourne at the MCG. Only 500 diehard supporters turned up expecting to see an easy Essendon victory, but 
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this was not to be. After four consecutive losses Melbourne kept Essendon at bay during an even first half. In the 
next half the Reds, led by ruckman George Aitken and classy rover Billy Carroll, went on with the business in 
easily their best performance of the year while the Dons lost valuable ground on pacesetters South Melbourne. 
South easily disposed of visitors Fitzroy and kicked nine goals against their hapless adversaries. Fitzroy also 
suffered a record defeat. Peter Burns and J. Minchin were terrific for the home side and each secured a hat trick 
of goals. The southerners had been completely transformed from inconsistent triers in 1884 to a side that was 
virtually unstoppable and was playing a brand of power football that overwhelmed most opponents. University 
finally obtained its first VFA win over Richmond at the University Reserve. Freeman scored the only goal of the 
day and “Dobie” Thomson was the students’ best. The win was particularly meritorious given that only twelve 
regulars turned up for the home side (twenty with emergencies). Richmond fared a little better as eighteen of 
its men turned up to play but it had now suffered five consecutive losses. Hotham went on a goal-scoring spree 
against Sandhurst and piled on fifteen goals to nil. Williamstown also registered a win against country opposition 
when it beat visitors Ballarat. “Barkley” and “Jasper” Jones were the Town’s best.
By the end of July, South Melbourne had been brushing its opponents aside with consummate ease. On the 
25th in front of an adoring home crowd of 12,000 the locals kicked six goals to nothing in the first half against 
Hotham. They added two more in the next term to secure an eight-nil victory. Peter Burns put in the first of 
many best on ground performances during his career. In other matches, Essendon had little difficulty beating 
Richmond, and Fitzroy drew with Melbourne. Geelong defeated Williamstown by three goals at Corio Oval 
despite “Barkley” Jones’ best on ground effort for the visitors. Carlton extended its undefeated run to seven, but 
were lucky to hold off University by a narrow margin. E. Shaw was best for University as was Mick Whelan for 
Carlton.
South Melbourne was the only undefeated club in the competition but Essendon wasn’t far behind. Geelong 
and Carlton were in the next echelon of teams. Carlton was in the middle of a purple patch of form but had 
already lost three matches. Its only hope for premiership glory rested on South and Essendon slipping up a 
number of times. South however was looking far too good to fall into error and its remaining games against 
top opponents Essendon and Geelong were to be played at home. Fitzroy, Williamstown and Hotham made up 
the next group of performers. Melbourne, Richmond and University brought up the rear. Carlton’s Jack Baker 
was having a great season in front of goals and shared the goal kicking lead with Hotham’s Dick Houston on 
fourteen goals.
Hotham was first off the mark in inter-colonial matters when it travelled to Adelaide for a six-match 
programme in early May. The Hothamites won every game against teams such as Norwood, South Adelaide and 
Port Adelaide. Dick Houston kicked eight goals on this tour, Andrew Neely five and “Dutchy” Peters four. In June 
South Melbourne played five games in Adelaide. It won all except a three-all draw against South Adelaide. Billy 
Hanneysee picked up five goals on the tour. McKnight and Minchin collected four goals each.
The South Melbourne bandwagon was well and truly up and running by August 1 when about 9,000 
barrackers attended the South Melbourne Cricket Ground to see the home favourites take on mediocre travellers 
Williamstown. The local supporters went home happy after a six-one win. Peter Burns and Will Docherty were 
best for the home team, and “Barkley” Jones was to the fore for the Town. Essendon stayed on South’s tail but 
had to fight all the way to get past Fitzroy at the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Dons’ victory was helped 
by ex-Blue Harry Wilson’s two goals, and Wilson and Charles Pearson were best for Essendon, as was “Dummy” 
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Muir for the Roys. University hosted Geelong and held its own up to half-time. After the break Geelong slipped 
away, but still only managed to establish a two-goal winning margin at the end. Geelong also had umpire Goding 
on side, much to the students’ chagrin. Carlton stretched its unbeaten run to eight games after beating Richmond 
at the Prince’s Oval. Hotham also returned to the winner’s circle when it vanquished visitors Melbourne. Joe 
Tankard was best for Hotham and Dick Houston secured two goals.
In a much-anticipated contest on August 8 Carlton’s vein of good form ran out against Essendon at the East 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Blues won the toss and started with a gentle breeze, but after Jack Baker hit the 
post, Tom Nally put Essendon’s first goal on the ‘scoring-board’ with a place kick. The Dons tried to press home 
the advantage but only scored behinds before O’Beirne ran the ball brilliantly up the ground to Baker, who made 
matters even. It was now the Blues’ turn to dominate and only Bill Fleming’s fine defensive play kept the visitors 
at bay. Carlton struggled to get that precious goal for a while until Baker converted, and he was unlucky not to 
make it three-one. Just before the break “Tiny” Meader, who was in fine form, picked the ball up and smartly put 
the Dons back on even terms. Essendon looked good at the start of the second half as Dan Sebire and Fleming 
moved the ball quickly on to ex-Geelong man Jim Julien. He kicked to another ex-Pivotonian Phil McShane who 
restored Essendon’s lead. Carlton follower Mick Whelan, who played on the ball all day, was instrumental in 
restoring parity for his team when his long kick into the teeth of goal was gathered by Jim Woods and converted. 
The visitors worked hard to get their noses in front but the Dons’ defence was too strong and the ball eventually 
found its way into Essendon’s forward zone where Jack Martin made it four-three. The Dons finished strongly 
and added more goals to win the match six-three. Essendon had once again displayed its class while Carlton’s 
claims on the premiership were now as good as gone.
Richmond broke a seven-game losing streak against visitors Melbourne. The Reds were ahead at the break, 
but a four-goal second half led by the strong work of Tom Graham and Dave Elder proved to be too much for 
Melbourne. South thrashed University by a lazy twelve goals to two. George McKenzie collected four of those 
goals. Jimmy Young was best for South as was George Cussen for University. Fitzroy obtained a meritorious 
victory at Williamstown. The Town was a tough nut to crack on its home turf, but solid work from Ted Melling 
and Jack Worrall saw the maroon and blue through. Geelong defeated South Ballarat to put an end to the latter’s 
boast that the Pivots were avoiding them after its defeat in 1884.
On August 15 South Melbourne faced a stern test when it met Essendon in the most important match of the 
season. A record crowd (15,000) at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground saw a great and controversial game. 
South had one of the best following divisions in the VFA as well as a great centreline. Its players were ‘heavy, 
strong and active, are perfectly cool, kick splendidly, mark excellently, play well together and have plenty of 
pace’ (The Age 17/8/1885). This blend of pace and strength would become the standard for the best teams of the 
late 1880s and early 1890s. Pace and skill were Essendon’s major weapons. South won the toss and began with 
a strong breeze behind it. The red and white peppered the goals but the wind was choppy and it was difficult 
to find accuracy. However, after Peter Burns hit the post from an acute angle Essendon’s kick-off was poorly 
handled and the ball went to Andy Harper who punted South’s first goal. “Commotion” Pearson and Bill Fleming 
helped the Dons get the ball forward but “Sonny” Elms got the better of Phil McShane and the ball went back 
upfield. After this the ball was lost for a short time so both sides were able to take a breather. Essendon was 
matching it with the southerners, but Elms was doing a fine job in defence. Bill Docherty then kicked the ball off 
the ground to give South a two-goal buffer. The Dons looked to be in trouble, but they showed great character 
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and bravely fought back. After a desperate struggle Pearson pulled a goal back for them. The sides now doubled 
the workload and both missed good chances to goal. When half time was called South was a goal to the good, 
but Dick Wood was injured and could barely contribute for the rest of the game. Spectators crowded onto the 
field during the interval and it was noted that ‘the playing arena had the appearance of an ant-hill that had been 
trodden on’ (The Sportsman, 19/8/1885). 
Essendon was confident going into the second half but it missed a couple of early chances before Tom 
Nally’s shot went bouncing through the big sticks. However, much to the players’ astonishment the goal umpire 
claimed it hit a spectator and a post (the crowd had spilled onto the arena). The Dons now went in even harder 
and though Burns took a great mark at one stage to repel an attack, Essendon kept at it and justice finally 
prevailed when Nally levelled the scores. The home crowd furiously urged their team on and South’s brilliant 
response surprised the visitors. The southerners regained the lead with a goal from best on ground player Burns, 
and then they dominated the match for the next 20 minutes. South could not extend its lead though because 
the Dons held on gamely. Momentum then swung back and forth but only behinds were produced. The locals 
then got on top again and things looked gloomy for the Dons, but against the run of play Pearson and “Snowy” 
Griffiths launched a counter attack and got the ball to Harry Wilson who nipped in to make it three-all. This 
goal completed a wonderful game. The VFA held an inquiry into the disallowed goal and a raft of witnesses 
were called to give evidence. Initially, the game was awarded to Essendon, but this sparked more controversy 
as legal opinion suggested that the goal umpire’s decision had to be obeyed according to VFA regulations. The 
VFA therefore had to rescind its earlier ruling. The draw left the premiership race unresolved and results against 
other teams would now decide which of these clubs would be the 1885 premiers. This situation however may 
not have arisen had the weather allowed Essendon to have a crack at the southerners earlier in the season at 
the East Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
In other matches Carlton bounced back from its loss to Essendon by thumping Williamstown. Jack Baker 
led the way for the Blues in their ten-goal haul, and Charlie Laming’s efforts were not enough to prevent 
Williamstown’s fourth straight loss. Hotham continued its good form with a win at Fitzroy. The Roys led at half 
time, but Hotham’s followers got right on top after this to bring the visitors home. Alf Buncle and Dick Houston 
were best for Hotham as was “Sonny” Coleman for Fitzroy. The Richmond Cricket Ground was an unsatisfactory 
venue for Richmond’s game against Geelong. The club committee erected a row of seats around the south-
western side of the ground, but the ground itself was ‘in a wretched state, heavy and muddy, and the surface 
uneven, apparently caused by the treading of cattle, and altogether unlike a cricket arena.’ (Geelong Advertiser, 
17/8/1885). Despite these conditions, the Pivots had the game wrapped up at by the interval after scoring four 
goals without reply. Melbourne secured its first win since the Essendon match when it overcame University.
On August 22, Melbourne played its first game on the new Friendly Societies’ Ground against premiership 
aspirants South Melbourne. The home side was determined to erase the 12-goal drubbing it received from South 
earlier in the season, but the visitors still won with seven goals in hand. The game was all over at half time when 
South led six-nil, although Melbourne matched the visitors in the second half. Tom Bushell returned to his old 
goal kicking form with a hat trick, while Peter Burns and Fred Graves did their best work for South around the 
ground. Rover Billy Carroll was best for the Reds. Essendon recorded a comfortable victory at Hotham. Scores 
were even at half time, but in the second period the Dons kicked away with four unanswered goals. Jim Stafford 
and Charles Pearson were Essendon’s best. Carlton’s remote premiership hopes were finally extinguished at 
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Geelong. Dave Hickinbotham was in masterly form, and Mr. Reliable, Jack Baker, was best for the visitors. Fitzroy 
had an easy win at Richmond, but were roughly handled by the local supporters when they left the ground.
A capacity crowd of 13,000 attended the South Melbourne Cricket Ground on August 29 to see South 
Melbourne overpower Geelong. Geelong captain Hugh McLean won the toss and the visitors started the game 
with the assistance of a handy northerly breeze. However, it also rained, and the ground was soon very slippery. 
The Pivots struck first after ex-Geelong Grammar boy Jim Bailey kicked a nice goal from an awkward angle. 
The locals were quick to respond when Peter Burns levelled the scores with a place-kick. It wasn’t long before 
Minchin put South ahead and things began to look grim for the reigning premiers. The Pivots returned fire but 
South defended stubbornly until Geelong follower Bob Talbot collected the ball in the south-east pocket and 
grubbed it through the posts for the equaliser. Despite the conditions the game was of the highest quality and it 
was nip and tuck for the rest of the half. After ten minutes rest the sides went back to it. South scored a behind 
after Geelong’s Matson kicked the ball the wrong way, and then ex-Ballarat champion George McKenzie restored 
South’s lead. Hugh McLean then hit the post for the Pivots but South was much more dangerous in attack and 
best on grounder Burns (another Ballarat boy) coolly booted South’s fourth goal. The locals then upped the 
ante, but Dan Kearney defended desperately for Geelong. With their backs against the wall the Pivots somehow 
managed to wrangle the ball forward where Hickinbotham had the rotten luck to hit the post. The ground was 
now a quagmire and South missed several more chances before Burns passed to Tom Bushell whose goal put the 
game completely out of Geelong’s reach. South’s five-two win effectively knocked the Pivots out of premiership 
contention. In other matches, Essendon defeated University, Carlton beat Melbourne, Fitzroy just got past South 
Ballarat, and Richmond and Hotham drew.
The undefeated South Melbourne was unstoppable but Essendon still held out hope of catching up as it had 
only lost once. Geelong and Carlton were next best. The former had won twelve and lost three games, while 
Carlton had eleven wins and five losses. Fitzroy, after defeating South Ballarat, was fifth and Williamstown was 
nearby. Hotham had not played as many games as those above them so its performances were harder to gauge. 
Richmond, Melbourne and University were in the cellar. Jack Baker and Hotham’s Dick Houston continued to 
share the goal kicking lead with 18 goals each.
September 5 proved to be the defining day in the premiership race. Carlton met South Melbourne at the 
Prince’s Oval. South did not have its strongest team on the park but started towards the favoured end. Matt 
Minchin soon put the red and white into the lead and Docherty added a second before the interval. Carlton only 
trailed by two goals and felt it was not without a chance in the next half. However, although Mick Whelan played 
splendidly for the home side, South showed greater stamina and came out three-one winners. This victory just 
about guaranteed South the coveted 1885 premiership. While South inflicted Carlton’s first loss on the Prince’s 
Oval, Essendon’s premiership aspirations went down the drain at Williamstown. The Dons had kicked nine goals 
against Williamstown earlier in the year, but things were very different on this occasion. The locals won the toss 
and played brilliantly with a breeze they knew better than anyone else. The Town used superior weight in the 
ruck to good effect and kept the ball well forward. “Barkley” Jones kicked the home side’s first two goals. Before 
long the locals was three goals up, and Ward added a fourth in a half that had produced 17 scoring shots for 
Williamstown to Essendon’s nil. Any hope Essendon had of getting back into the game in the second half was 
foiled by Williamstown’s expert play to the boundary line, a sure way of running down the umpire’s watch. In 
the end the home side was much too good for the visitors. Williamstown completely shut the Dons out of the 
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contest and won comfortably with four goals in hand. Williamstown’s first win over the red and black dealt a 
devastating blow to the latter’s premiership hopes.
Geelong travelled to Fitzroy to play a team that had troubled them earlier in the year. The Roys won the 
toss and began with a strong wind in what turned out to be a fast and open game. The Roys had a goal to Herb 
Rapiport after a few minutes, and despite the visitor’s determined resistance, the home side, with Jack Worrall 
providing plenty of drive, kicked 5.16 to one behind by the main break. The local supporters didn’t give Geelong 
any hope of getting back, but the visitors proved them wrong. “Jumbo” Kerley led from the front as the Pivots 
made the running and kept the Roys on the defensive. In between kicking the ball over the boundary line as 
much as possible the home side counter attacked with a will, but could not breach Geelong’s defence. Gradually 
the visitors, with Walter Reid having a day out in front of goals (he kicked five), claimed the equaliser just before 
time. A highly entertaining contest concluded as a five-all draw. In a match described by one journalist as a battle 
between ’The Tudors’ and ‘The Lancasters’ Richmond only managed a two-all home draw against University. This 
was despite the fact that University had to call on eleven emergencies. Melbourne just edged out Hotham at the 
Friendly Societies Ground. Billy Carroll, who had a great season, scored two of the home side’s goals.
On September 12 Essendon made up for its poor performance at Williamstown with its first ever victory over 
Geelong (after 12 contests), but had to fight extremely hard to get it. A crowd of around 6,000 (including 800 
from Melbourne) attended Corio Oval to see the Dons triumph by seven goals to six in a brilliant game. From 
the start Essendon had the edge for it was faster and showed superior kicking and marking skills. Geelong was 
caught off-guard as Essendon exposed the slowness of its defenders and ran up four goals with relative ease. 
The Pivots fought back towards the end of the half and were still very much in the game as there were only 
two goals in it at the break. In the second half Geelong made up even more ground, and although they missed 
some ‘sitters’, the locals teamed together magnificently and used a little marking game to great effect. Towards 
the end Essendon began to run out of puff and Hughie McLean equalised matters (six-all) with his fourth goal 
of the game. In one final surge however Dave Aitken broke through a scrimmage and kicked the Dons’ winner. 
The final scores were Essendon 7.10 to Geelong’s 6.12. Phil McShane and Aitken were Essendon’s best as was 
Hugh McLean for the locals. It was Geelong’s first home loss to a senior team since June 1883. The premiership 
had slipped from Essendon’s grasp, but its brilliant win put some pressure on South Melbourne to finish the 
season out at full gallop.
Carlton stumbled at home to Hotham. Arthur Todd and “Vicky” Morris led the way for the visitors. Fitzroy 
made a very good show of it at home to South Melbourne in front of crowd of around 8,000. The locals led by 
a goal at half-time thanks to the great play of Paddy McShane and “Sonny” Coleman. South was bound to fight 
back and it surely did, scoring three goals without reply to record a four-two win. “Sonny” Elms and follower 
Fred McKnight did most of the damage for the visitors. At the Garden’s Reserve, Williamstown added another 
scalp to its belt when Melbourne stepped out to play. Kicking with the wind in the first half the Reds grabbed a 
one-goal lead. In the second period the visitors went for the boundary line at every opportunity to protect their 
lead, but Williamstown did enough to triumph. “Barkley” Jones and Bobby Gibbs were best for Williamstown, 
and as usual, rover Billy Carroll worked hard for Melbourne.
On September 19 Essendon and Geelong had close shaves and South Melbourne was not entirely convincing 
at Hotham. A magnificent crowd of around 10,000 (many of them standing on cabs and other vehicles that were 
drawn up outside the Hotham Recreation Reserve) saw Joey Tankard play brilliantly as Hotham battled to lead by 
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a goal at half time. But, just as they had done the week before against Fitzroy, South fulfilled requirements in the 
second half and kicked three unanswered goals to take the game. Essendon gained revenge against Melbourne 
on the Friendly Societies Ground, but its win was far from comfortable. Melbourne got the better of the Dons 
in the first half, and with Billy Carroll in great form, the home side led by two goals at the break. Essendon had 
to have all men at the wheel in the next term, and pushed on by followers Harry Wilson and Dave Aitken they 
scored the three goals required for victory. Geelong also won by a narrow margin at Williamstown, and given 
that the Garden’s Reserve had been a graveyard for so many clubs the visitors were delighted. The Pivot’s strong 
first half set them up as Williamstown could not bridge a two-goal gap. “Barkley” Jones was a sterling follower 
for the home side and “Cocky” Robertson did a fine job for the visitors. Carlton was untroubled in defeating 
University. 
In the last matches on September 26 South Melbourne completed a magnificent year by defeating Richmond 
at the South Melbourne Cricket Ground in front of an adoring crowd of 8,000. In so doing, they went through 
the season undefeated, a feat only previously managed in the VFA by Geelong. Peter Burns finished off a great 
debut year with another strong performance for the locals. Melbourne stunned the Pivots by scrapping out a 
draw at Corio Oval. So ended a frustrating season for the former champions. Hotham also drew at Williamstown, 
but Fitzroy’s two-one win over Carlton at the Fitzroy Cricket Ground was the best performance of the day. The 
Roys had “Dummy” Muir and Jack Worrall to thank for a fine victory. Unfortunately, some Fitzroy’s supporters 
were not as well regarded as the team, especially a local group of larrikins that referred to themselves as the 
“Fitzroy Forties”.
The critics were unanimous that there was much to admire in South Melbourne’s 1885 premiership side. The 
undefeated southerners had won twenty-two of twenty-five games. Only Essendon, Geelong and South Adelaide 
had held them to draws. The Australasian argued that the premiers offered,
the grandest performance in the annals of Victorian football ... The splendid discipline of the team 
and the careful attention to individual condition have been prime factors in its success, as every man 
throughout the season has gone into the field prepared to play the game, and has played it: and we 
have had no mention of weak or indifferent men throughout the campaign. 
Australasian, 3/10/1885
The Sportsman concurred and claimed that South Melbourne had earned ‘a record that stamps them as one of, 
if not the best team that we have yet had in Victoria’ (The Sportsman, 29/9/1885). The leading light was Peter 
Burns who had been a revelation in his first season and it was clear to all good football judges that South had 
picked up an absolute champion. Other outstanding performers included George McKenzie, Billy Hanneysee, 
Fred Graves, J. Minchin, Billy Docherty, “Sonny” Elms, Eb. Hill and Fred McKnight. And most of these players 
were still fairly young. The future looked very bright for the red and white.
Essendon was considered to be unlucky. Poor weather prevented the first game against South Melbourne 
from being played on the Dons’ home ground. A good result here for the red and black might have changed 
the course of the entire season. In addition, the critical goal that was disallowed in the only match against the 
premiers, by what the club felt was a biased goal umpire, was very unfortunate. The sense of frustration was 
exacerbated when the VFA, after initially giving the win to Essendon, reversed the decision. Two terrible lapses 
against lower opposition however was the primary reason why Essendon failed to overhaul the red and white. 
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Dave Aitken, Charles Pearson, Phil McShane and Jim Stafford worked hard for the team all year. Essendon had 
invested a great deal in building a premiership team, but the gamble had not paid off. After 1885 the club would 
go into decline until it emerged as a genuine superpower in the 1890s. 
After losing so many players from the 1884 premiership squad, only a miracle could have secured Geelong 
a fourth consecutive premiership. As it was the club had to be content with third place. The Pivots lost on four 
occasions, to Hotham, South Melbourne, Carlton and Essendon (the latter its only home loss for the year). The 
club’s pride had been wounded and it was not about to give up its reputation as the master club of the VFA 
without a fight. All it needed was the right leadership to instil a fierce determination to succeed, but it would take 
a big effort. Carlton had shown considerable improvement. Jack Baker was a magnificent player for the Blues 
and was finally beginning to get some well-needed support from new shining lights like Leydin and Strickland. 
Hotham dropped from third place in 1884, but had recovered somewhat towards the end of the season to land 
fifth. The northerners kicked some record scores during the year, but inconsistency was its biggest problem. 
Rover Dick Houston’s goal sense had been invaluable to the side during the year and Joe Tankard continued to 
perform wonders as a follower. 
Consistency was also a problem at Fitzroy although the club could boast Jack Worrall and other quality 
footballers around him like “Dummy” Muir, Ted Melling and “Rappi” Rapiport. The superb efforts of vice-captain 
“Barkley” Jones was the main reason why Williamstown did not finish lower, and as always, the Garden Reserve 
had played its role. The club blamed its losses on the absence of a good goal sneak. Captain Charlie Laming and 
defender “Ginger” Worroll were also solid players, but the team undoubtedly lacked the depth to match it with 
the big clubs. This lack of quality was not helped when South Williamstown appeared in 1886. The emergence 
of two clubs in the one district need not have occurred, but it seemed that the fishing village was ridden with 
internal conflicts. 
 “Geordie” Smith was a fine Richmond captain and the club had other good players like Billy Wells, Fred 
Wookey and Dave Elder, but it still had a long way to go if it wanted to be a football force. Melbourne 
continued to languish near the bottom and only the poorly performing University kept it from collecting another 
wooden spoon. Although rover Billy Carroll had been superb all year, Melbourne was a shadow of the mighty 
combinations that had once graced the field. This was perhaps the problem, for it seemed that the club could 
not move on from its past, and conservative management was not prepared to go out on a limb to attract quality 
players. Clubs like Melbourne and University were strictly amateur, and this also had a predictable effect on the 
type of player they attracted. University clearly struggled because of a lack of regular practice, the absence of 
reliable goal sneaks, and senior members who sometimes failed to turn up to play without good reason. 
The Australasian claimed that the best five players during the season were Peter Burns, Jack Baker, Charles 
Pearson, Hugh McLean and Jack Worrall. Amongst the best followers were Mick Whelan from Carlton, Geelong’s 
Jack Kerley, South’s Fred Graves, Hotham’s Joe Tankard, Fitzroy’s “Dummy” Muir, Melbourne’s Billy Carroll, and 
“Barkley” Jones from Williamstown. Top defenders included “Sonny” Elms, Jimmy Young and Eb. Hill from South 
Melbourne, Fred Furnell and Dan Kearney from Geelong, Dan Sebire and Bill Fleming from Essendon, “Ivo” 
Crapp from Carlton, Harry Alessio from Hotham, “Ginger” Worroll from Williamstown and “Geordie” Smith from 
Richmond. In the centre few went near Geelong’s Dave Hickinbotham. Essendon’s Ned Powell and Fitzroy’s 
Paddy McShane were also amongst the best players. In the forward zone Dick Houston was acknowledged as the 
leading goal kicker, though how many goals he scored is a matter for some conjecture. Claims varied from 35 to 
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43, though the total from senior matches and against Ballarat clubs was 22. Carlton’s Jack Baker and Geelong’s 
Hugh McLean had 20 goals and Peter Burns collected 19 goals with Ballarat Imperial and South Melbourne.
In junior ranks Williamstown Juniors claimed the premiership and as it was undefeated few could argue. These 
juniors would become the senior club South Williamstown in 1886. Brunswick, North Park, South Melbourne 
Juniors and Port Melbourne were other top junior sides. Port Melbourne would also take the next step up to 
senior ranks in 1886. Once again, South Ballarat proved to be the strongest provincial club.
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Carlton Football Club 1877 Membership Ticket for its premiership season.
[Image Courtesy of Peter August Collection]
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Melbourne team,  Adelaide tour August 11th to 13th, 1877. 
The Leader, August 15, 1908.
Back Row: Cook, Bennie, Gilchrist, Longden, Anthony, McKie, Byrne, Lamrock, Moffat, Houston, Aitken, Seward, 
Jenvey 
Front Row: C. Baker, Downs, Goldsmith, Cumming, Lush, Munro, Sichard, Sandilands, Reeve,
M.F.C. TEAM AGAINST VICTORIANS, S.A. AND UNITED ADELAIDE.
11th and 13th AUGUST, 1877. WON BY 1 and 5 GOALS 
[Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria]
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A Football-shaped Gold Charm. 
Inscribed on one side and mounted 
on a gold link bracelet with a clasp 
and safety chain. 
Engraved inscription: ‘To J. Byrne (captn.) 
| First Intercolonial|Match |Vics. v. 
Melbourne | 1877’. 
[Courtesy of MCC Collection, M3075]
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The second St Kilda Football Club, Adelaide tour August 18th to 20th, 1877. 
Back row  A. Watts, F. Little, C. Payne, C. Budd, A. Taylor, F. Fulford, T. Riddell (capt), J. Terry (vice-capt),   
J. Hamilton, E. Curr, H. Grace, W. Sandilands, P. Miller
Front row  G. Strachan, G. Woods, C. Buddee, F. Sandilands, O. Pierce, F. Peake, G. Miller, H. Oakley, J. Amess. 
[Source: Geoffrey Blaney, A Game of Our Own: The Origins of Australian Football (Information Australia with the National Australian 
Football Council, 1990), p. 91]
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Brothers Walter [left] and Thomas 
Carre Riddell wearing football uniforms 
for a match between Melbourne Grammar 
School and Old Melbournians in 1877. 
Thomas Carre Riddell is wearing his St Kilda 
football uniform. Walter played for St Kilda 
in 1878. 
[Image courtesy of John Carre Riddell]
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   163 28/05/2014   4:17 pm
164
Passing Events (Carlton v. 
Hotham).
The Illustrated Australian News, 
July 8, 1878. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library 
of Victoria Pictures Collection]
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The Month (Victoria v. South Australia).
The Australasian Sketcher with Pen and Pencil, August 2, 1879. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Football Match by Electric Light on the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
The Illustrated Australian News, August 30, 1879. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Detail from “Saturday Afternoon Holiday”.
The Illustrated Australian News, July 5, 1880. 
[Private Collection]
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George Coulthard, Carlton Football 
Club, Vesta Case, c1880-81. 
[Image courtesy Australian Gallery of Sport and 
Olympic Museum collection, 1990.2395]
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Sketch at the football match, 
Carlton v. Geelong. George 
Coulthard Running with the 
Ball. 
The Australian Pictorial Weekly. An 
Illustrated Newspaper, July 24, 1880. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of 
Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Sketches at the Football 
Match: Melbourne v. Carlton. 
The Australian Pictorial Weekly. 
An Illustrated Newspaper, June 12, 
1880. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of 
Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Sketches at the Football Match: 
Geelong v. Melbourne.
The Australian Pictorial Weekly. An 
Illustrated Newspaper, June 26, 1880. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria 
Pictures Collection]
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Geelong v. Melbourne. 
The Australasian Sketcher no. 126—
Vol. IX, June 18, 1881. By “G.R.A” 
- George Rossi Ashton.
This image was originally mistitled 
Carlton v. Melbourne.  
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of 
Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Geelong Football Club 
Premiership Collage, 1881.
Wilmot & Key, Geelong
[Gartland Collection]
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Football on the Melbourne Ground: “Goal”. 
The Illustrated Australian News, July 27, 1881. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Carlton Football Club (in Adelaide), 1881. 
Captain George Robertson holds the ball, with vice-captain Billy Goer on his right and George Coulthard on his left. Champion Harry 
Wilson is second from the right, front row.
[Hugh Buggy and Harry Bell (1958) The Carlton Story (Melbourne: Wilkie & Co), p. 54]
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Old Carlton Footballers, early 1880s.
Pictured in front of the second M.C.C. Members’ pavilion (constructed in 1881) at the MCG. 
[Image Courtesy of the Brighton Historical Society]
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Geelong Football Club (in Sydney), 1882.
Back row W.B. Birdsey, J. Field, T. Cahill, J. Julien, G.W. Steedman, R. Morrison, H.P. Douglass, G. Watson,   
A. Gilchrist
Middle row John McShane, C. Palmer, W.F. De Little, R. Noble, B.W. Hall, W. Murphy, C. McArthur, Doby Thomson,  
 P.B. Dwyer
Front row R. Robinson, H. McLean, F.M. Douglass, D. Hickinbotham, D. Whitelaw, C. Brownlow, J. Wilson (capt),  
 J. Brush, A. Collins, H. Steedman
[Russell H. T. Stephens (1996) The Road to Kardinia: The Story of the Geelong Football Club (Sydney: Football Club Playright Publications), 
p. 33.]
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Carlton v. South Melbourne. 
The Leader, May 27, 1882. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library 
of Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Geelong Football Club 
Membership Ticket for its 1883 
premiership year. 
[Gartland Collection]
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A Great Match on the Melbourne Football Ground.
The Australasian Sketcher with Pen and Pencil, August 27, 1883. 
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria Pictures Collection]
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Essendon Football Club (in Adelaide), 1883. 
Back row  W. Steel, M. Minogue, B. Murphy, B. Pender, P.G. McShane (V.Capt.), E. Powell (Capt.), J. Stafford, T. Rout, W. Rogers, 
E. Lethbridge, J. Grant
Front row  H. Hook, D. Aitken, A. Duckett, G. Bishop, W. Hughes, H. Power, A. Walker, H. Dunne, T. Nally, W. Fleming, 
 F. Pitcher, E. Thoneman, M. Dowlan
[Image Courtesy of the Essendon Football Club]
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Geelong Football Club in 1884. 
Back row  G. Steedman, W. Foote, J. Pike, C. Palmer, C.N. Morrison, H. Steedman (capt), G.B. Davie, T. Cahill, G. Morrow,   
R. Armstrong, H. Storer
Middle row  W. Bedford, T. Reeves, H. Matson, J. Kerley, R. Talbot, A. Collins, G. Read, J. Field, J. Weber
Front row  C. Cocks, H. McLean, R. Robinson, P. McShane, W. Caldwell, J. Bannister, W.B. Hall, J. Bolton, D. Hickinbotham,   
R. Mercer
[Russell H. T. Stephens (1996) The Road to Kardinia: The Story of the Geelong Football Club (Sydney: Football Club Playright Publications) 
p. 35]
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Thomas Cahill’s 1884 Geelong 
Premiership Medallion. 
[Gartland Collection]
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“Victorian Footballers 1884” 
with George Coulthard as the 
Centrepiece. 
Coloured chalk lithograph by A.E. 
Ferris [Troedel Collection].
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of 
Victoria]
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The Hotham Football Club (in Adelaide), 1885. 
Back row  A. Todd, R. Houston, J, Gardiner, Gray, E.P. O’Brien, Clements, Pollock (Adelaide)
Third row  E. Cherry, H. Perkins, T. McCracken, A. Buncle, H. Todd, J. Tankard, A. Lang, A. Neely, J. Morris
Second row Will Johnston, D. Riley, G. Bailey, G. Sykes, T. Peters, B. Flowers, R. Nairn
Front row  Wal Johnston, H.Hems, J. Rae, H. Alessio
[The History of Hotham and North Melbourne Football Club: Back to North Melbourne Celebrations (1939) Contributors Charles Daley, 
R.W.E. Wilmott and the North Melbourne Football Club (Victoria: North Melbourne Football Club), p.25.]
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Fitzroy Football Club, 1885. 
Back row  J.C. O’Leary, P.G. McShane, J. Coleman, R. Ewing, J. Carroll, J. 
Simpson (sec.), J. Worrall, J. Maher, A. Shearwood, J. Elliott, S. 
Rowe, B. Nathan, J. Beggs 
Front row  H. Rapiport, J. Muir, E. Carew, E. Melling, J. Kerrigan, T. Burke, 
C.S. Cock, E. Lindsay
[M. Sutherland, R. Nicholson, and S. Murrihy (1983) The First One Hundred Seasons 
Fitzroy Football Club 1883-1983 (Melbourne: Fitzroy Football Club), p. 5.]
[Ticket images: Private Collection, Melbourne]
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Fitzroy “Minute Book”, 1885. 
[Private Collection, Melbourne]
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Carlton’s ‘Jack’ Baker and Sam 
Bloomfield in the 1880s. 
Australasian, October 23, 1923.
[Image Courtesy of the State Library of Victoria]
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1886 ABC Football Guide list of 1885 club colours.
[Image Courtesy of Australian Football Collectables Website]
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Four Champions of the 1880s. 
[Source: Geoffrey Blaney, A Game of Our Own: The Origins of Australian Football (Information Australia with the National Australian 
Football Council, 1990), back cover.]
Henry ‘Sonny’ Elms
South Melb. Football Club
William ‘Billy’ Strickland
Carlton Football Club
Peter ‘the Great’ Burns
South Melb. Football Club
John ‘Jack’ Worrall
Fitzroy Football Club
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Statistics for 
1877 to 1885 
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Carl. Un. Carlton Union
Carl. Utd Carlton United
Castlem. Castlemaine
Caulf. Caulfield
CC Carlton College
CC, Tas. City Club, Hobart, Tasmania
Cent. Centenary
Chilw. Chilwell (Geelong)
CI Collingwood Imperial
Clifton Collingwood Junior
Clifton H Clifton Hill
Clyde (Carlton Junior)
Crem. Cremorne (Richmond Junior)
Cresw. Creswick
CU Capel United, Brunswick
Cumb. Cumberland, West Melbourne
CZ Carlton Zingari
Dand. Dandenong
ED Essendon District
EG East Geelong
EH Emerald Hill (South Melbourne Junior)
EM East Melbourne
ER East Richmond
Ess. Essendon
E St K East St Kilda
EU Elgin Union (Carlton Junior)
Exc. Excelsior
FC Fitzroy Crescent
FI Fitzroy Imperial
Fitz. Fitzroy
Foots. Footscray
Fortrose South Melbourne Junior
Geel. Geelong
GC Geelong College
GD Geelong District
ABBREVIATIONS - Clubs
Abbots’d Abbotsford
Adel, SA Adelaide FC
Adelp. Adelphian (East Melbourne Junior)
Alb. Imp. Albion Imperial (Later South Ballarat)
A’l Austral
AlU Albion United
AP Albert Park
APJ Albert Park (Juniors)
AU Abbotsford Union
AV Ascot Vale
Ave. Avenue (Carlton Junior)
Ball. Ballarat
Ball. Imp. Ballarat Imperial
Barw. Barwon
BC Ballarat City
BD Ballarat District
BeI Bendigo Imperial
Belmont (Geelong Junior)
Berw. Berwick
Bev. Beverley, (Richmond Junior)
BGS Brighton Grammar School
Britannia Collingwood Junior
Broadm. Broadmeadows
Brunsw. Brunswick
BU Battery United (Williamstown Junior)
Burn. Burnley
BW Ballarat West
BWa Ballarat Wanderers
CaD Carlton District
Camberw. Camberwell
Card. Cardigan (Carlton Junior)
Carl. Carlton
Carl. Alb. Carlton Alberts
Carl. Imp. Carlton Imperial
Carl. Jun. Carlton Juniors
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NCI North Carlton Imperial
NED North Eastern District
NF North Fitzroy
NG North Geelong
NI Napier Imperial (South Melbourne Junior)
NJ North Juniors (Ballarat)
NM North Melbourne
NMJ North Melbourne Juniors
Nor’by Normanby (Fitzroy Junior)
Northc. Northcote
Norw, SA Norwood, South Australia
NP North Park (North Melbourne Junior)
Nth. Rich. North Richmond
NS North Star
N. Will. North Williamstown
OC Ormond College
P Phoenix (Ballarat)
PA Prince Alfred (Carlton Junior)
P. Adel, SA Port Adelaide, South Australia
Parkv. Parkville
Pemb. Pembroke
PH Park Hill (Richmond Junior)
PM Port Melbourne
PME Port Melbourne Excelsior
PMI Port Melbourne Imperial
PMJ Port Melbourne Juniors
Port Arl. Portarlington
Powlett East Melbourne Junior
Prah. Prahran
Prim. Primrose
PS Parkside
PV Park View
QC Queen’s College
Qu’ff Queenscliff
RA Richmond Alma
RC Riddell’s Creek
RC, Tas. Railway Club, Hobart, Tasmania
GGS Geelong Grammar School
GI Geelong Imperial
GJ Geelong Juniors
GM Geelong Marylebone
GWA Geelong Wanderers
Haw. Hawthorn
Hb. Hawksburn
Healesv. Healesville
Heid. Heidelberg
HGS Hawthorn Grammar School
Hoth. Hotham
Hoth. Alb. Hotham Alberts
Hoth. Jun. Hotham Juniors, South Australia
Hoth., SA Hotham Seniors, South Australia 
Hoth. Un. Hotham Union
Hoth. Utd Hotham United
Imperial South Melbourne Imperial (Junior)
Inglew. Inglewood
Jun. Juniors (generic)
Kard. Kardinia
Kens. Kensington
KHS Kew High School
KJ Kew Juniors
Marybgh Maryborough
MC Melbourne City
ME Mt. Erica
MeJ Melbourne Juniors
Melb. Melbourne
MGS Melbourne Grammar School
MI Melbourne Imperial
MiP Middle Park
MJ Melrose (North Melbourne Junior)
Montague Montague (South Melbourne Junior)
Mord. Mordialloc
MP Moonee Ponds
N Nelson, Ballarat
N. Adel, SA North Adelaide, South Australia
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Sth. Ball. South Ballarat (aka Albion Imperial)
Sth. Park, SA South Park, South Australia
Sth. St K South St Kilda
St. J St. James, Geelong
St K St Kilda
St. K A St. Kilda Alma
St. K C St. Kilda College
St. K D St. Kilda District
St. K Esp. St Kilda Esplanade
St. K G St. Kilda Grosvenor
St K Jun. St Kilda Juniors
St. K R St Kilda Royal
St. L St. Lawrence
St. M St. Mary’s (North Melbourne Junior)
St. X St. Xavier’s (Geelong)
SuH Surrey Hills
Sunb. Sunbury
S. Will. South Williamstown
SW South Williamstown (Junior)
SY South Yarra Juniors
SYR South Yarra Rovers
SYS South Yarra Standard
Tas. Tasmania
UJ Union Jack
Univ. University (Melbourne)
Vaucl. Vaucluse (Richmond Junior)
Victn, SA Victorian FC, South Australia
Victy Victory (North Melbourne Junior)
VR Victorian Railways
XC Xavier College (Melbourne)
Walth. Waltham (Richmond Junior)
Warrn’l Warrnambool
Wav. Waverley (Carlton Junior)
WB West Beach
WC Wesley College
WD Western District
WE West End (Port Melbourne Junior)
RD Richmond District
Res. Reserve (Ballarat Junior)
RI Royal Imperial (North Melbourne Junior)
Rich. Richmond
Rich. C Richmond City
Rich. Imp. Richmond Imperial
Rich. Jun. Richmond Juniors
Rich. Stand. Richmond Standard
Rich. Un. Richmond Union
RP Royal Park (North Melbourne Junior)
RPC Royal Park Crescent
RP, SA Royal Park, South Australia
RS Rising Sun (South Melbourne Junior)
Rutherg. Rutherglen
SA South Australia
SB South Beach
SC Scotch College
SCA South Carlton
SE South Essendon
Seym. Seymour
SH Swan Hill
SIS St. Ignatius School
SM South Melbourne
SMD South Melbourne District
SMI South Melbourne Imperial
SMJ South Melbourne Juniors
SnCr Southern Cross (Prahran Junior)
SoB Star of Brunswick
SoC Star of Carlton
SoF Star of Footscray
Southern Prahran Junior
SP South Park (South Melbourne Junior)
SPC St. Patrick’s College
SS Sandridge Star
Stanley Stanley (South Melbourne Junior)
St. B St. Brigid’s
Sth. Adel, SA South Adelaide, South Australia
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WG West Geelong
WGJ Wellington (Geelong Junior)
Will. Williamstown
Winc. Winchelsea
WJ Williamstown Juniors
WM West Melbourne
WMA West Melbourne Alberts
WME West Melbourne Excelsior
WMI West Melbourne Imperial
WMJ West Melbourne Juniors
WMU West Melbourne United
WS West Star
YA Young Australians (South Melbourne 
Junior)
Yarrav. Yarraville
YN Young Natives
YP Yarra Park
YV Young Victoria (South Melbourne Junior)
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Williamstown
Haw. Likely Meaney’s Paddock, Power St, 
Hawthorn
HRR Hotham Recreation Reserve/Cricket 
Ground, Arden St. q.v. NMRR
Kangaroo CG Kangaroo Flat Cricket Ground, Sandhurst
MSR Madeleine St. Reserve on Newman 
College, University of Melbourne
MCG Melbourne Cricket Ground
Melb. Gr. Melbourne Ground (adjacent to the 
northern edge of the MCG) q.v. Rich. 
Padd.
NMRR Hotham Recreation Reserve/Cricket 
Ground, Arden St. q.v. HRR
PMCG Port Melbourne Cricket Ground
PO Prince’s Oval (Sth.) Carlton - 1879-80
Powlett Gr. Reserve south of Albert St. East Melbourne 
(betw, Powlett & Simpson Sts) 
PP Prince’s Park, Maryborough
RCG Richmond Cricket Ground, Punt Road.
RCR Richmond City Reserve. South of Highett 
St, (behind Richmond Town Hall)
Rich. Padd. Richmond Paddock (Melbourne FC played 
on what was known as the “Melbourne 
Ground” in the Richmond Paddock, but  
there were other playing areas in this 
parkland) q.v. Melb. Gr.
RP Royal Park. (A number of teams played 
in this large area of parkland that was 
adjacent to Carlton, North Melbourne and 
Brunswick)
RPB Royal Park, Brunswick end. (North 
Melbourne’s playing field) 
SMCG South Melbourne Cricket Ground, Albert 
Park. q.v. APG
ABBREVIATIONS - Grounds
AO Adelaide Oval, Adelaide
AP Albert Park Oval at the foot of Clarendon 
St (near railway line)
APG Albert Park Ground q.v. SMCG
Argyle Padd. Argyle Ground on Aberdeen Street, 
Geelong
AS Gr. Agricultural Society Ground, Barwon’s 
alternative venue (1877)
Ball. CG Ballarat Cricket Ground
BC CG Back Creek Cricket Ground, Bendigo
CO Corio Oval (Cricket Ground), Eastern Park, 
Geelong
Communn-na-Feinne 
 Barwon’s ground, South Geelong
Common Res. Near Breakwater rd. on the flat below the 
Elephant & Castle Hotel
CRS Camp Reserve in Rosalind Park, near Pall 
Mall, Sandhurst/Bendigo
EMCG East Melbourne Cricket Ground (cnr 
Wellington & Jolimont Pdes, East 
Melbourne)
EO Eastern Oval, Ballarat East
Ess. Gr. Likely McCracken’s or Glass’ Paddock, q.v. 
GPE
FCG Fitzroy Cricket Ground, Brunswick Street, 
Fitzroy
FH Essendon’s Flemington Hill Ground, 
adjoining Newmarket Railway Station
FSG Friendly Societies Ground. At old Olympic 
Park site.
GP Grace Park (Hilda Cres, Hawthorn)
GPE Glass’ Paddock, Essendon (part of the 
Glass estate near Puckle St, Essendon)
GR Garden Reserve, (off Osborne St.) West 
of Williamstown Botanic Gardens, 
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SP Royal Saxon Paddock. Now called the City 
Oval, Sturt St, Ballarat
Sth. Park South Park in Albert Park. Near SMCG and 
opposite Three Chain Road.
St K CG St Kilda Cricket Ground (aka Junction 
Oval), Lakeside Dve.
St K P. St Kilda Park, near the railway station. 
(Alpaca Paddock) Opp. George Hotel. 
Fitzroy St.
UR University Reserve, Cricket Ground, The 
University of Melbourne
Wattle Flat Wattle Flat Reserve, Richards Rd, 
Castlemaine
WC Wesley College, Prahran
WCG Williamstown Cricket Ground
WHCG Warehouseman’s Cricket Ground, St. Kilda 
Rd. Later known as the Albert Ground
Will. Gr. Probably Garden Reserve, (off Osborne 
St.) West of Williamstown Botanic 
Gardens, Williamstown
WO/WR Western Oval/Reserve, Footscray
WOB Western Oval, Ballarat (cnr Pleasant & 
Eyre Sts, Ballarat)
Wynne’s Padd. Wynne’s Paddock, Ballarat (at the west 
end of Sturt St)
YP Yarra Park, East Melbourne (1879), 
Richmond Paddock 
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1877
TEAMS
Albert Park
Captain: C. Thomas
Vice Captain: J. Slight
Team: J. Addison, W. Addison, F. Allan, Baldwin, Brookes, A. Carter, E. Carter, W. Collard, J. Cooper, 
Evans, Farmer, J. Forbes, Franklyn, J. Gibson, Gilbert, Grainger, R. Hawley, Henry, 
W. Hopkinson, P. Keeshan, R. Knowles, C. Lampard, H. Latchford, J. Lewis, J. Lowe, G. Major, 
McArley, J. McNeil, Miller, M. Minchin, K. Mitchell, T. Nash, F. Norris, G. O’Neill, A. Pearce, 
J. Pollock, T. Reilly, Jno. Rickards, C. Rosser, H. Rosser, H. Sampson, G. Slatter, T. Slatter, 
J. Slight, W. Slight, Stewart, C. Thomas, R. Turpenny, A. Waine, F. Waldron, S. Walker, 
W. Whitehorn, Withey, J. Young, R. Yates
Goal kickers:
 Jno. Rickards [5], F. Waldron [4], G. Major [3], W. Addison [1], Miller [1], M. Minchin [1], 
 K. Mitchell [1], T. Reilly [1]
New: F. Allan (1874), W. Collard (& SM), J. Cooper (Carl. Imp, then to Carl/Melb.), 
J. Forbes (& SM), J. Gibson (& SM), Grainger (Carl. Imp. then Hoth.), R. Knowles 
(Carl. Imp.), H. Latchford (SP), J. Lewis (EM/Carl. Imp.), J. McNeil (Carl/Carl. 
Imp.), K. Mitchell (Rich.), T. Nash (Carl. Imp.), F. Norris (Carl. Imp.), J. Pollock 
(Imperial), T. Reilly (Carl. Imp.), Jno Rickards (Carl. Imp.), C. Rosser (SP), 
H. Rosser (SP), H. Sampson (Carl. Imp/Melb.), A. Waine (2nds), 
F. Waldron (Carl. Imp/Montague), R. Yates (Carl. Imp.)
Departures: R. Absalom (Sth. Adel, SA), T. Kelly (Carl.), T. Nash (Carl, late in season), E. Slatter 
(Hoth.), T. Slattery (Hoth.), H. Thurgarland (Hoth.)
Carlton
Captain: J. Gardiner
Vice Captain: G. McGill
Team: R. Amess, H. Bannister, J. Blanshard, H. Boyle, L. Bracken, W. Bracken, E. Brendell, E. Brookes, 
J. Cooper, G. Coulthard, W. Dedman, J Dismorr, R. Donaldson, J. Donovan, G. Drake, A. Ford, 
Jas. Gardiner, Jno. Gardiner, W. Goer, W. Gordon, R. Grey, P. Gunn, H. Guy, J. Henry, T. Kelly, 
T. Kendall, A. Kennedy, T. Kennedy, J. MacGibbon, G. McGill, A. McMichael, J. McNeil, 
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W. McSweeney, W. Monie, B. Murphy, H. Nudd, L. O’Brien, H. Page, J. Petherick, E. Prevot, 
Jas. Rickards, G. Robertson, J. Robertson, P. Robertson, G. Smith, J. Spencer, H. Todd, 
J. Turnbull, A. Waldron, E. Walters, W. Williams, E. Williamson, J. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 J. Henry [9], W. Bracken [8], G. Coulthard [8], L. Bracken [7], Jas. Rickards [5], A. McMichael [4], 
J. Turnbull [4], G. Robertson [3], H. Nudd [2], E. Brookes [1], A. Ford [1], W. Goer [1], T. Kelly [1], 
A. Kennedy [1], B. Murphy [1]
New: E. Brendell (Carl. Imp.), J. Cooper (AP then Melb), R. Donaldson (EM), 
A. Ford (Carl. Imp.), Jas. Gardiner (Geel.), W. Goer (Carl. Imp.), P. Gunn (EM), 
T. Kelly (Fawkner), T. Kendall (Rich.), J. McNeil (Carl. Imp.), E. Prevot (Haw.), 
Jas. Rickards (Carl. Imp.), G. Smith (EM), J. Spencer (Carl. Imp.), 
A. Waldron (Carl. Imp/AP)
Departures: W. Dedman (Sth. Adel, SA, during season), J. Kendall (“fresh woods”), A. Kennedy 
(To & from Sth Adel, SA), W. Newing (Waratah, NSW)
Hotham
Captain: H. Fuhrhop
Vice Captain: W. McLean
Team: G. Bruce, M. Byrne, W. Dellitt, T. Dillon, J. Fitzgerald, H. Fuhrhop, J.H. Gardiner, Grainger, 
J. Green, M. Hassett, Hayes, P. Lacey, A. Ley, W. McLean, H. Medway, C. O’Leary, J. Patterson, 
C. Pattison, J. Power, J. Robertson, G. Ryan, E. Slatter, T. Slattery, P. Smith, A. Sutcliffe, 
R. Sutcliffe, H. Swift, W. Thomson, H. Thurgarland, J. Traynor
Goal kickers:
 R. Sutcliffe [7], W. Thomson [5], T. Dillon [3], Grainger [2], P. Lacey [2], J. Traynor [2], M. Byrne [1] 
J. Gardiner [1], W. McLean [1], G. Ryan [1], A. Sutcliffe [1]. H. Swift [1]
New: G. Bruce (Rich.), Grainger (AP/Carl. Imp.), J. Green (Barw., during season), A. Ley 
(& Hoth. Utd), H. Medway (Carl. Imp/NM), J. Patterson (Ess/Hoth.), C. Pattison 
(Carl/Hoth.), E. Slatter (AP), T. Slattery (AP), W. Thomson (Carl. Imp/Hoth. Utd/
NM), H. Thurgarland (AP)
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Melbourne
Captain: R. Sillett
Vice Captain: J.M. McDonald
Team: D. Aitken, T. Anthony, C. Baker, F. Baker, E. Barrass, Jas. Bennie, J. Booth, J. Byrne, C. Carr, 
H. Carr, Chapman, W. Coldham, E. Cook, J. Cooper, Cooper, G. Cullen, A. Cumming, 
H. Downes, C. Forrester, Fraser, N. Fullarton, Gardiner, W. Gilchrist, P. Goldsmith, W. Hopkins, 
G. Houston, H.W. Jenvey, J. Johnson, Kelly, S. Lamrock, E. Longden, Lush, J.A. McDonald, 
J.M. MacDonald, T. McGuigan, J. McKie, W. Moffatt, A. Munro, U. Nicholas, F. Page, Percival, 
T. Petrie, Power, W. Reeve, H. Ross, W. Sandilands, P. Serjeant, S. Seward, C. Sherard, R. Sillett, 
F. Stephens, L. Suhard, G. Watson, F. Webb, H. Webb, W. Williams
Goal kickers:
 C. Baker [14], J.A. McDonald [7], F. Baker [6], J. Booth [4], H. Downes [3], E. Longden [2], 
P. Goldsmith [2], T. Anthony [2], Jas. Bennie [1], J.M. McDonald [1], W. Moffatt [1], A. Munro [1], 
U. Nicholas [1], R. Sillett [1], L. Suhard [1]
New: D. Aitken (SC), E. Barrass (Carl. Imp.), W. Gilchrist (Clifton), E. Cook (EM), 
J. Cooper (Carl/AP/Carl Imp.), N. Fullarton (Carl. Imp.), S. Lamrock (SC), 
T. McGuigan (SPC), A. Munro (Toorak), W. Sandilands (St K. during season, 
AP/MGS), S. Seward (Haw.), C. Sherard (Ball.), F. Stephen (Adel, SA, June/MGS), 
L. Suhard (Haw, during season), H. Webb (EM)
Departures: W. Freeman (Sydney, NSW), U. Nicholas (Ball, back to Melb. in Sept.), 
W. Reeve (Castlem, then back to Melb.), G. Watson (Geel, during season)
St Kilda
Captain: A. Greenwood/T. Riddell
Vice Captain: J. Terry/G. Rout
Team: J. Amess, A. Black, C. Budd, C. Buddee, W. Campbell, P. Carter, E. Curr, E. Darlot, T. Evans, 
N. Field, W. Fraser, F. Fulford, R. Gibbs, C. Gillman, W. Gordon, H. Grace, A. Greenwood, 
J. Hamilton, F. Hughes, H. Jennings, E. Kerr, R. Little, G. Miller, P. Miller, G. Moody, G. Moule, 
J. Murray, H. Oakley, J. Oakley, J. Osborne, C. Payne, F. Peake, O. Pierce, T. Riddell, 
T. Robinson, G. Rout, F. Sandilands, H. Sandilands, J. Sandilands, W. Sandilands, A. Skene, 
G.  Skinner, A. Smith, Stone, G. Strachan, F. Strickland, G. Tatchell, A/H. Taylor, J. Terry, 
W. Veitch, A. Walker, A. Watts, G. Woods
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Goal kickers:
 O. Pierce [9], R. Little [4], C. Payne [4], Miller [2], C. Budd [1], H. Grace [1], F. Strickland [1], 
A. Taylor [1], Unknown [3]
Also represented in 1877:
Ess: G. Miller, F. Peake
WM: C. Gillman
New: W. Fraser (2nds), H. Grace (WC), R. Little (WC), H. Oakley (1875/WC), 
J. Sandilands (Geel, 1 game as a sub.), G. Tatchell (WC)
Departures: W. Sandilands (Melb, during season)
School Clubs
University
Captain: P. Serjeant
Vice Captain: D. Rannard
Team: C. Bigelow, A. Black, L. Cussen, Friedman, J. Fullarton, W. Gordon, Grey, W. Hopkins, 
J.F. James, McArthur, Major, J. Montgomery, Moreton, G. Murray, F. Newman, Prendergast, 
T. Quick, D. Rannard, T. Ryan, P. Serjeant, Skinner, Smith, J. Springthorpe, Sutherland, Syme, 
R. Willis
New: C. Bigelow (Haw.), A. Black (St K.), J.F. James (Ess.), T. Quick (EM), D. Rannard 
(WM), T. Ryan (Ess.), P. Serjeant (Melb/Univ.)
Junior Clubs
Albert Park District:  Albion, Britannia, Cardigan, Clarendon, Emerald Hill Imperial, Emerald Hill Standards, 
Excelsior, Montague (late Napoleon), Napier, Rising Sun, South Melbourne, South 
Melbourne Imperial, Southern Star, St. Vincent, Victory, Young Australians, Young 
Victorians
Brunswick District:  Brunswick, East Brunswick
Carlton District: Canning St., Carlton Alma, Carlton Juniors, Carlton Union, Carlton United, Clyde, 
North Carlton, Rose of Carlton, Star of Carlton, Victory Union
Collingwood District: Abbotsford, Cambridge United, Clifton, Collingwood, Stoodley, West of England
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Fitzroy District: Darling United, Fitzroy Union, Gertrude Union, North Fitzroy
Flemington District: Essendon, Flemington, Flemington United, Kensington
Footscray District: Footscray, Rose of Footscray, Union
Port Melbourne District:  Sandridge, Sandridge United
Richmond District: Clarence, Cremorne Star, Richmond Imperial, Richmond Rifles, Richmond Standard, 
Richmond Union, Royal Standard, Star of Richmond, Vaucluse (re-emergence, not 
connected to Warwick), Waltham, Warwick
Royal Park District: Adelphian, Cosmopolitan, Hotham Hill, Hotham Union, Hotham United, Lincoln 
United, Metropolitan Artillery, Victoria United
South Yarra District: Albert (Windsor), Chapel United, Fawkner, Southern Cross (Prahran), South Yarra, 
South Yarra Alberts, South Yarra Standard, South Yarra United, Toorak
St Kilda District: Balaclava, Coast (Elsternwick), East St Kilda, Elsternwick, North Brighton, St Kilda 
Esplanade (late Esplanade), Star of Grosvenor
West Melbourne District:  Albert, West Melbourne, West Melbourne Union, West Melbourne United
Williamstown District:  Battery United, Williamstown
Other Junior clubs: 
Albert (Fawkner), Alexandra, All Saints, Alma, Argyle, Barkley Union, Bellevue, Brandon, Buln Buln (Dandenong), 
Coburg, Corrong (Caulfield), Court, Franklyn, Franklyn United, Hawthorn, Jeffcott Union, Keilor, Marlborough, 
Mayfield (Kew), Melbourne Imperial, Metropolitan, Northcote, Oxford United, Powlett, Rose, Roseville, Rough and 
Tumble, Serpentine, Standard Union, Star and Alma United, St. John’s, St. Mary’s Union, Whiskers, Young Imperials
Employee Clubs: 
Art Union, Beaumont and Spiers, Buckley & Nunn’s, Buncle’s & Lennon’s, Thos. Henderson & Co., J. Nicholson & 
Co., Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay Railway, Parkside Ironworks, G. Robertson & Co., D. Rosenthal & Co., Sands & 
MacDougall, Telegraph United, Training Institute, Troedel & Co., Victoria Foundry Co., Victorian Railways, Willis & 
Co. 
School Clubs: 
All Saints Grammar School, Christian Brothers, Hawthorn Grammar School, Melbourne Grammar School, Scotch 
College, St. John’s Choir, St. Mary’s, St. Mary’s Union, Wesley College
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Geelong Clubs
Barwon
Captain: J. Cunningham
Vice Captain: A. Ricketts
Team: T. Armstrong, J. Boyd, E. Britter, J. Clark, T. Clark, J. Cunningham, Edwards, W. Gliddon, 
J. Green, T. Harding, Little, Malcolm, W. Manley, Manning, A. McMullen, F. Millikin, J. Munro, 
W. Page, A. Pattie, F. Pike, H. Pike, A. Ricketts, F. Ricketts, Jas. Shaw, Jno. Shaw, Jos. Shaw, 
Upward, D. Wright
Goal kickers:
 J. Boyd [6], J. Clark [2], J. Munro [2], T. Armstrong [1], A. Ricketts [1], Shaw [1], D. Wright [1]
Departures: J. Green (Hoth, during season)
Geelong
Captain: G. Down
Vice Captain: J. Thomas
Team: A. Austin, W. Austin, R. Booth, W. Boyd, A. Christey, F. Crohan, H.P. Douglass, G. Down, 
A. Duncan, P. Dwyer, Fletcher, J. Gardiner, R. Gardiner, B.W. Hall, D. Hamilton, R. Noble, 
R. Norman, V. Pearson, C. Price, J. Sandilands, H. Sharpe, R. Sibley, T.J. Sommers, E. Sparrow, 
W. Sparrow, G. Steedman, G. Stephen, G. Synott, J. Thomas, E. Towle, H. Upton, G. Watson, 
E. Watt, E. Wills, J. Wilson, T. Woollard
Goal kickers:
 H. Upton [8], A. Christey [4], R. Gardiner [2], B. W. Hall [2], R. Noble [2], R. Booth [1], 
P. Dwyer [1], V. Pearson [1], W. Sparrow [1], G. Steedman [1]
New: W. Austin (GGS), H. P. Douglass (GGS), G. Down (Melb/Geel.), R. Noble (GGS), 
T. J. Sommers (Kard.), G. Watson (Melb/St K, during season), E. Wills (1875), 
J. Wilson (GI)
Departures: F. Crohan (Rich. Stand, during season)
Geelong District Clubs
Albert, Ashby Imperial, Barwon Imperial (Young Barwon: Aug.), Beach Hill, Belmont, Birregurra, Chilwell, 
Clarendon, Fair View, Geelong Imperial (amalg’n of Corio Extended & Kardinia Clubs), Highton, Little River, 
National, Nelson, Newtown, North Geelong, Railway, Sea Breeze, Star, Winchelsea
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Major Provincial Clubs
Ballarat, Ballarat Albion, Ballarat Galatea, Bendigo (Absorbed Sandhurst in 1877), Castlemaine, Maryborough
Matches
May 19
Melbourne (1) 1
West Melbourne (25)* (0) 0
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 1,500)
*From 1859 to 1896 teams normally consisted of twenty players. Variations in these numbers are indicated in brackets.
Best
Melbourne: Longden, F. Baker, C. Baker, Bennie, Lamrock, Suhard
West Melbourne: Rannard, Walker, Greenaway, Fulton, Browning
Goals
Melbourne: F. Baker
Thursday May 24 (Queen’s Birthday)
Ballarat (0) 0
Carlton (0) 0
(Wynne’s Padd.)
Uniforms: Senior v. Junior
There was a qualitative difference in uniforms between seniors Melbourne and juniors West Melbourne as 
befitting their status. Melbourne players wore “stout woollen jackets or shirts, strengthened with leather 
collars, leather patches under the arms — a place frequently visited by iron hands — strips of leather down 
the front, and laces instead of buttons.” While the West Melbourne players could only afford to wear “linen 
or cotton shirts, and it should hardly be necessary to say that garments of such flimsy materials were only 
taken home in fragments.” 
The Argus, 21/5/1877
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Best
Ballarat: Keenan, Harrison, Holt, Walker, Kirby
Carlton: Coulthard (bog), Murphy, G. Robertson, Goer, Gardiner
Castlemaine (1) 1
Albert Park (2) 5
(Wattle Flat, Castlem.)
Best
Castlemaine: Reeve, Hobbs, Guerson, Doran
Albert Park: Latchford, Slight, Thomas, Norris
Goals
Castlemaine: Doran
Albert Park: Jno. Rickards 2, Reilly, Waldron, Miller
Geelong (1) 1
Melbourne (1) 3
(Argyle Padd.; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Geelong: Sharpe, Sibley, Down, Hall, Watt, Christey, Crohan
Melbourne: Longden (bog), F. Baker, Bennie, Sillett, McDonald
Goals
Geelong: Noble
Melbourne: F. Baker 2, Moffatt
Kyneton (0) 1
St Kilda (1) 1
(Kyneton Racecourse; Att: 600)
Best
Kyneton: McLellan, Griegson, Aitken, Roberts, Buscombe, Windridge
St Kilda: Riddell, Field, Walker, Robinson, Oakley, Terry
Goals
Kyneton: McLellan
St Kilda: Pierce
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May 26
Melbourne (1) 1
North Fitzroy (25) (0) 0
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 2-3,000)
Goal
Melbourne: Longden
St Kilda  2
Hawthorn (0) 0
(St K. P.)
Goals
St Kilda: Little, Pearce
West Melbourne (25) (0) 0
Carlton (0) 0
(RP)
Fawkner (25) v. Hotham (FP)  Not played*
*Fawkner didn’t make an appearance.
Ladder at the end of May
p w d l f a
Melbourne 3 3 0 0 5 1
St Kilda 2 1 1 0 3 1
Albert Park 1 1 0 0 5 1
Carlton 2 0 2 0 0 0
Geelong 1 0 0 1 1 3
Barwon 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hotham 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Leading goal kickers
F. Baker (Melb.)  3
O. Pierce (St K.)  2
Jno. Rickards (AP)  2
June 2
Carlton (19)  10
Vic. Railways (18)  (0) 0
(MSR)
Goals
Carlton: W. Bracken 5, Goer, Coulthard, McMichael, Jas. Rickards, Turnbull
Melbourne (1) 1
Hotham (0) 1
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Bennie, Williams, C. Baker, F. Baker, Forrester
Hotham: Traynor (bog), Fuhrhop, Gardiner, Robertson, Bruce
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker
Hotham: Thomson
St Kilda (1) 1
Albert Park (1) 1
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Riddell, Terry, Osborne, Little
Albert Park: Thomas, Slight, Latchford, Norris, Rickards
Goals
St Kilda: Little
Albert Park: Minchin
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In Geelong
Geelong (2) 3.11
Geelong Imperial 0. 1 0. 2
(Argyle Padd; Att: 900-1,000)
Best
Geelong: Hall, Booth, Hamilton, Upton, Christey, Sibley
Geelong Imperial: Gooley, Page, Graham, Veitch, Hassett, J. Green, J. Wilson
Goals
Geelong: Noble, Christey, Hall
June 9
Essendon (25)  (0) 0
Albert Park (1) 1
(Ess. Gr.)
Best
Essendon: Chadwick, Miller, Peake, Graham, James
Albert Park: Thomas, Slight, Lowe, Hawley, Latchford, Norris
Goal
Albert Park: W. Addison
Hotham  3
Hotham United (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Bruce, Lacey, Slatter, Pattison, Ryan
Hotham United: Ley, Geddes, Shaw, Bickford
Goals
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe 2, Byrne
Melbourne (1) 1
Carlton (1) 2
(MCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Sillett, Lamrock, Williams
Carlton: McGill, G. Robertson, Goer, McMichael
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Goals
Melbourne: Booth
Carlton: W. Bracken, G. Robertson
St Kilda (1) 1
Williamstown (0) 0
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Riddell, Osborne, Field, Terry
Williamstown: Scott, Waycote, Wauchope, Litchfield, Conroy, Kilgour
Goal
St Kilda: Little
In Geelong
Barwon (0) 1
Geelong Jun. (25)* (1) 1
(Communn-na-Feinne)
*This team consisted of 11 players from Chilwell, 8 from Newtown, and 6 from North Geelong.
Best
Barwon: Boyd, Shaw, Page, Munro
Geelong Juniors: Backwell, Lawry, Atkins, Mulligan, Thorley, Matthews
Goals
Barwon: Armstrong
Geelong Juniors: Weddell
Geelong 1. 5 1.19
Ballarat 0. 3 0. 5
(Argyle Gr.; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: Down, Wilson, Booth, Hamilton
Ballarat: Sherard, R. Foley, J. Kirby
Goal
Geelong: Christey
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June 16
Albert Park (0) 0
Carlton (1) 3
(APG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Albert Park: Thomas, Lowe, Turpenny, Slight
Carlton: McGill, G. Robertson, Gunn
Goals
Carlton: Murphy, Henry, Jas. Rickards
Hotham  3
Hotham Hill (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Traynor, Fuhrhop, McLean, Bruce, Slatter
Hotham Hill: Smart, Campbell, Fleming
Goals
Hotham: Grainger 2, R. Sutcliffe
Melbourne (18) (0) 2
Hawthorn (25) (0) 0
(Melb. Gr.: Att: 2,000)
An old trick
Albert Park could not stop the rampant Blues in its home game on June 16. The Park players however 
adopted a novel tactic for putting Carlton’s players off their kicks. One Albert Park player 
stationed at ‘mark’ often ran forward to meet the ball as soon as the opposite player started to 
meet his kick. This was a somewhat mean method of attempting to deprive an opponent of the full 
advantage of his ‘catch’.
The Argus, 18/6/1877
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Best
Melbourne: Page, Webb, Sillett, Bennie
Hawthorn: Boys, Cleverdon, Dillon
Goals
Melbourne: J.A. McDonald, C. Baker
St Kilda (0) 0
Essendon (0) 0
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Oakley, Riddell, Evans, Skene, Pierce
Essendon: Graham, James, Barnett, Lethbridge, Miller
June 23
Hotham  3
Excelsior (25)  1
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Swift, Bruce, O’Leary, Delitt, Slatter
Excelsior: Mair, McNaughton, Ryan, Weekes
Goals
Hotham: Thomson 2, R. Sutcliffe
Excelsior: Ryan
Arrest that man!
When Melbourne met juniors Hawthorn the crowd encroached onto the ground and disrupted play. At one 
point a small boy wandered onto the field and was knocked over by Melbourne’s James McDonald. This led 
to a fracas and someone in the crowd found a constable and requested that McDonald be arrested for this 
act. The policeman proceeded to pull out his handcuffs for the purpose, but was then knocked over by the 
invading crowd. McDonald’s name was eventually taken by the lawman, but no more was heard about the 
incident.
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Melbourne (0) 1
Barwon (1) 1
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 2-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Bennie, Sillett, Barrass, Cook, Forrester, Moffatt
Barwon: Boyd, Millikin, Jos. Shaw, Cunningham, Munro, Manley
Goals
Melbourne: Bennie
Barwon: Boyd
The reversible Grandstand at the MCG
The MCG’s reversible grandstand was built in the 1870s (and burned down in 1884). During summer it faced 
the enclosure at the MCG and in winter the grandstand was reversed so that football could be watched on 
the Melbourne Ground adjacent to the MCG. For many years it was not known how the stand was reversed, 
but a newspaper description sheds some light on the process.
The floor of the stand is suspended on hinges along the middle line, so that once certain movable 
supports have been withdrawn from beneath the top of the incline the floor can be sloped in the 
opposite direction, to enable the public to look down upon football played instead of upon an 
empty cricket ground laid up for winter rest.
The Argus, 25/6/1877
Crowd interference
1877 saw some poor crowd behaviour such as that displayed by an unruly mob at the contest between 
Melbourne and Barwon on June 23. During the afternoon:
An onlooker maliciously spoilt a kick by Longden, by thrusting his foot in the way of the ball, but 
instantly had that choleric player after him. They ran an amusing race up to the hill on the parade, 
with 500 or 600 spectators on their heels. The wrongdoer, who seemed to be terribly afraid of his 
pursuer, held on until he got safely up to the park gates, and Longden had to return to his place 
unsatisfied.
The Argus, 25/6/1877
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Williamstown (0) 2
St Kilda (13) (0) 0
(Williamstown)
Goals
Williamstown: Conroy 2
Albert Park v. Victorian Railways Not Played*
*Victorian Railways didn’t make an appearance.
June 30
Albert Park  3
Hotham Hill (25) (0) 0
(APG)
Best
Albert Park: Thomas, Lowe, Turpenny, Slight
Hotham Hill: Wood, Medway, Ware, Coffey
Goals
Albert Park: Major, Jno. Rickards, Waldron
Carlton (0) 2
Williamstown (21)  (0) 0
(MSR)
Best
Carlton: Donovan, McGill, Guy
Goals
Carlton: A. Kennedy, Brookes
Keilor (25) (0) 0
Hotham   6
(Keilor)
Best
Keilor: McShane
Hotham: Bruce, McLean, Fuhrhop, Gardiner, Robertson, Lacey
Goals
Hotham: Dillon 2, R. Sutcliffe, A. Sutcliffe, Gardiner, Thomson
St Kilda (1) 1
Melbourne (0) 4
(St K. P.; Att: 700)
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Best
St Kilda: Riddell, Budd, Moody, Evans
Melbourne: Sillett, Longden, Moffatt, C. Baker, Lamrock, Barrass
Goals
St Kilda: Pierce
Melbourne: C. Baker 3, Longden
Ladder at the end of June
p w d l f a
Carlton* 7 5 2 0 23 1
Melbourne 8 5 2 1 14 6
Hotham 5 4 1 0 16 2
Albert Park 5 3 1 1 10 5
St Kilda 7 2 3 2 6 8
Geelong 3 2 0 1 5 3
Barwon 2 0 2 0 2 2
*Carlton also played a rugby match against Waratah (NSW) 23/6/1877, which is not accounted in these tabulations.
Leading goal kickers
W. Bracken (Carl.)  8
C. Baker (Melb.)  5
R. Sutcliffe (Hoth.) 5
Monday July 2 (Separation Day holiday)
Melbourne (18) (2) 3
Ballarat (18) (0) 0
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 1,500)
Best
Melbourne: Bennie, Booth, Sillett, Goldsmith, Houston, Anthony
Ballarat: Sherard, Kirby, Keenan, Copper, Harrison
Goals
Melbourne: F. Baker, C. Baker, Suhard
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July 7
Barwon (0) 1
Albert Park (1) 1
(Comunn-na-Feinne)
Best
Barwon: Ricketts, Cunningham, Boyd, Green, Jas. Shaw, Munro
Albert Park: Waldron, Thomas, McNeill, Lowe, Norris, Slight
Goals
Barwon: Munro
Albert Park: Jno. Rickards
Carlton (2) 5
Hotham (0) 0
(MSR; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Carlton: Goer (bog), Gunn, Monie, McGill, Gardiner, Henry
Hotham: Traynor, Fuhrhop, Bruce, Dellitt, Robertson, McLean
Goals
Carlton: Turnbull 2, Henry, Coulthard, L. Bracken
Inglewood (25) (0) 0
Melbourne (2) 2
(Inglewood)
Best
Inglewood: Tatchell, Tatchell, Calvert, Williams, Gillespie 
Melbourne: Anthony, Cooper, Sillett, C. Baker, Houston
Goals
Melbourne: J.A. McDonald, J.M. McDonald
In Geelong
Geelong Imperial (1) 1
Geelong (0) 1
(Common Res.)
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Best
Geelong Imperial: J. Franklin, J. Hogan, P. Graham, J. Wilson, Montgomery
Geelong: Thomas, Upton, Christey, Sharpe, Booth
Goals
Geelong Imperial: Eden
Geelong: Pearson
July 14
Albert Park (3) 3
Hotham Utd (23) (0) 0
(APG)
Best
Albert Park: O’Neill, Norris, Waldron, Mitchell, Rosser, Rickards
Hotham United: Ley, Shaw, Brennan, Wilson, Crosbie
Goals
Albert Park: Jno. Rickards, Mitchell, Waldron
Carlton (1) 4
Melbourne (0) 0
(MSR; Att: 6,000)
Best
Carlton: Gunn (bog), Murphy, McMichael, Coulthard, Goer
Melbourne: McKie, Houston, F. Baker, Sillett, Bennie, Barrass
Goals
Carlton: L. Bracken 2, Jas. Rickards, McMichael
Geelong (2) 2
St Kilda (0) 0
(Argyle Padd.; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: Down, Hall, J. Gardiner, Upton, Wilson, Austin
St Kilda: Riddell, Field, Moody, Oakley, Sandilands
Goals
Geelong: Steedman, Upton
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Hotham (0) 0
Keilor (25)  1
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: McLean, Bruce, Gardiner, Fuhrhop
Keilor: G. Dodd, G. McShane, J. McDonald, J. Batt
Goal
Keilor: G. Dodd
July 21
Hotham 1.4 5.4
Melbourne (19) 0.12 0.13
(MSR; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Hotham: Fuhrhop, McLean, Traynor, Lacey, Bruce
Melbourne: Longden, Bennie, F. Baker, McKie, Barrass, Forrester
Goals
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe 2, Dillon, Lacey, Thomson
Old ‘Un’s tribute to Carlton
“Old ‘Un” loved Carlton so much he was inspired to poetry:
‘Muscular Christians, Hurrah! Hurrah!
Bet your last cent on the Blue and Grey –
On that band of heroes, so young and strong,
Whose fame has reached even to far Geelong;
For I pin my faith in the men in Blue,
And am proud in my heart that I’m Carlton, too!’
The Footballer 1877, p. 67
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St Kilda (0) 0
Carlton  7
(St K. P.)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, McMichael
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 3, Henry 2, McMichael, L. Bracken
July 28
Albert Park (0) 0
Hotham  (0) 2
(APG)
Best
Albert Park: Pollock, Latchford, Thomas
Hotham: Traynor, Lacey, McLean, A. Sutcliffe, Gardiner
Goals
Hotham: McLean, Traynor
Carlton 0.1 2
Geelong 0.7 0
(MSR; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, McMichael, Murphy, Gunn, G. Robertson, 
Geelong: Austin (bog), Crohan, Sandilands, Dwyer, Sharpe, J. Wilson
Goals
Carlton: L. Bracken, G. Robertson
Goal Posts
A visiting journalist at the Carlton v. Geelong game at the Madeleine Street Reserve reported:
One of the improvements noticeable on the Carlton ground is that of having goal posts 40 feet 
high, leaving little chance for doubtful goals being scored. The Geelong Club might copy the 
improvement with advantage.
Geelong Advertiser, 30/7/1877
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Essendon (1) 1
St Kilda (0) 1
(FH)
Best
Essendon: James, Amess, Graham, Miller, Gordon, Raper
St Kilda: Hughes, Budd, Oakley, Moody, Riddell
Goals
Essendon: Amess
St Kilda: Strickland
Melbourne (16) (1) 1
Williamstown (25)  (0) 1
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Bennie, McKie, Forrester, Barrass, Moffatt
Williamstown: Monteith, Wauchope, Reid, Payne, Rees
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker
Williamstown: Rees
In Geelong
Barwon (19)  6
Excelsior (23) (1) 1
(Comunn-na-Feinne)
Goals
Barwon: Boyd 4, Shaw, Munro
Excelsior: Conway
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Ladder at the end of July
p w d l f a
Carlton 11 9 2 0 41 1
Melbourne 13 7 3 3 20 16
Hotham 9 6 1 2 23 8
Albert Park 8 4 2 2 14 8
Geelong 6 3 1 2 8 6
St Kilda 10 2 4 4 7 18
Barwon 4 1 3 0 9 4
Leading goal kickers
W. Bracken (Carl.)  8
C. Baker (Melb.)  7
R. Sutcliffe (Hoth.) 7
August 4
Carlton (0) 1
Albert Park (0) 0
(MSR; Att: 1,500)
Best
Carlton: McMichael, Smith, Waldron, Henry, Coulthard
Albert Park: Thomas, J. Slight, O’Neill, Pollock, F. Waldron, Rickards
Goal
Carlton: Nudd
Hawthorn (20) (0) 0
St Kilda (16)  4
(Haw.)
Best
Hawthorn: Toon, Boys
St Kilda: Payne, Riddell, Budd
Goals
St Kilda: Pierce 2, Budd, Grace
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Melbourne  (1) 2
Essendon (25) (0) 0
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Bennie (bog), Sillett, Lamrock, Moffatt, Johnson
Essendon: Miller, Barnett, Chadwick, Graham, Lethbridge
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker, J.A. McDonald
August 11
Barwon 2. 9 2.12
Hotham 0. 0 1. 9
(AS Gr., Geelong; Att: 6-700)
Best
Barwon: Boyd, Harding, Clark, Shaw, Ricketts, Cunningham
Hotham: Traynor, Fuhrhop, Bruce, Sutcliffe, Swift, McLean
Goals
Barwon: Boyd, J. Clark
Hotham: Swift
James Bennie’s great marks
Essendon’s “Commotion” Pearson was not the first man to take high marks. In the game between Melbourne 
and Essendon the Reds’ James Bennie was best on the ground, and it was reported that:
Every now and then he would be seen jumping out of a crowd just like a fish leaping out of the 
water, and almost invariably got his free kick. The applause which greeted his efforts was almost 
incessant.
The Age, 6/8/1877 
Bennie indeed had a day out and displayed some brilliant marking, and he
marked the ball about a dozen times in the midst of a crowd of opponents. To effect his catches 
he had each time to make a high spring into the air, and he never failed to take and hold the ball.
The Argus, 6/8/1877
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Hawthorn (25) (0) 0
Carlton (1) 2
(Haw.)
Best
Hawthorn: Boys, Meaney, Thompson, Williams
Carlton: Bracken, Ford, Coulthard, Goer, Turnbull, Rickards
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard, Nudd
St Kilda (0) 0
South Melbourne (23) (0) 3
(St K. P.)
Goals
South Melbourne: Forbes, Hutton, Treadaway
Melbourne - Adelaide Tour
August 18
Carlton 0. 2 3.12
Hotham 1. 1 1. 1
(MSR; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Carlton: Gunn, Bracken, McMichael, Gardiner, Goer, Donovan
Hotham: Gardiner, Traynor, Fuhrhop, Robertson, Lacey, Grainger
Goals
Carlton: L. Bracken 2, Kelly
Hotham: Ryan
Melbourne  (1) 3
West Melbourne (23) (0) 0
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Sillett, Houston, Booth, Johnson, F. Baker, McDonald
West Melbourne: Walker, Thewlis, Barnes, Patterson, Douglas, Browning
Goals
Melbourne: J.A. McDonald 2, Anthony
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Albert Park v. Sandridge Not played*
*Sandridge couldn’t muster a team.
St Kilda - Adelaide Tour
In Ballarat
Ballarat* (0) 0
Barwon (0) 0
(Wynne’s Padd.)
*A combination of Ballarat and Ballarat Albion players.
Best
Ballarat: Cooper, Walker, Keenan, Kirby, Balhausen, Johnson
Barwon: Millikin, Boyd, Armstrong, Shaw, Shaw, Harding, Page
Welcoming one’s guests
There were sensational incidents in a junior contest between Keilor and Victorian Railways on August 11. The 
Railway players walked off the field at half time to protest against biased umpiring. The crowd, and many 
Keilor players, then attacked them as they left the ground. A passing train at the station saved the visitors 
from further injury. Keilor’s secretary quickly wrote to the press denying that the locals did anything wrong.
The Victorian style of play
During Melbourne’s tour of South Australia it played local club Victorian. Melbourne’s style of play was 
described by the local press: 
[T]he best of the Melbourne players … always sent the ball towards their opponents’ goal either by 
a dexterous side-kick, or sometimes by the player kicking the ball to the rear over his own head. 
They were very expert, too, in giving each other marks from short kicks, and passing the ball in a 
scrimmage.
The South Australian Advertiser, 13/8/1877
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August 25
Melbourne 0. 1 2. 2
Carlton 2. 5 2. 7
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: Sillett, Houston, Downes, Lamrock, Booth, Moffatt
Carlton: G. Robertson, Gunn, Gardiner, Donovan, Monie
Goals
Melbourne: Booth, J.A. McDonald
Carlton: Henry, G. Robertson
Ladder at the end of August
  p w d l f a
Carlton  14 11 3 0 43 4
Melbourne 18 11 4 3 33 18
Hotham  11 6 1 4 25 13
St Kilda  14 5 4 5 23 25
Albert Park 9 4 2 3 14 9
Geelong 6 3 1 2 8 6
Barwon  6 2 4 0 11 5
Uniforms for sale
Melbourne was struggling with form when it met high-flying Carlton on August 25, and Carlton secretary T.P. 
Power discussed the game’s prospects in the following terms:
Although Melbourne had cut up very rough of late, and some silly wag had advertised her uniforms 
for sale, the appreciation for a manly straight-forward game whetted the public appetite as keen as 
ever.
The Footballer 1877, p. 73
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Leading goal kickers
C. Baker (Melb.)  10
O. Pierce (St K.)  9
W. Bracken (Carl.)  8
September 1
Carlton (1) 1
South Melbourne (25) (1) 1
(MSR)
Goals
Carlton: Henry
South Melbourne: Robertson
Hawthorn (2) 3
St Kilda (15) (0) 3
(Haw.)
Goals
Hawthorn: Unknown
St Kilda Unknown
Hotham 0. 4 0. 8
Albert Park 0. 2 0. 3
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Traynor, McLean, Medway, Robertson, Bruce, Grainger
Albert Park Thomas, O’Neill, Pollock, Waldron, Rickards, Sampson
Melbourne (0) 2
Public Schools (25) (1) 1
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 2,000)
Goals
Melbourne: Booth, Anthony
Public Schools: C. Baker
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In Geelong
Geelong v. Essendon (25) (Argyle Gr.) Not played*
*Essendon couldn’t muster a team.
September 8
Carlton (3) 3
St Kilda (19) (0) 0
(MSR)
Best
Carlton: Gardiner, Gunn, McMichael, Goer
St Kilda: Riddell, Terry, Pierce, Osborne
Goals
Carlton: Ford, Henry, McMichael
Melbourne 2. 2 2. 4
Hotham 0. 3 0. 5
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Melbourne: Moffatt, Lamrock, Booth, F. Baker, C. Baker, Sillett
Hotham: Lacey, Traynor, Robertson, McLean, Slatter, Gardiner
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker 2
A real goal sneak
Barwon’s ability to improvise was well known, and this spirit was very much in evidence in its seconds’ 
combination. When the Barwon (2nds) took on Chilwell, the Riverites hit the lead thanks to the enterprise 
of their key forward. The Chilwell Secretary explained that the Barwon man ‘Dale rushed out from the 
spectators, secured the ball, and kicked a goal for Barwon’. 
Geelong Advertiser, 3/9/1877
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Maryborough v. Albert Park Not Played*
*Albert Park could not muster a team.
In Geelong
Geelong (5) 11
Colac/Camperdown* (0)  0
(Argyle Padd.)
*This combination contained 14 players from Colac and 6 from Camperdown.
Goals
Geelong: Upton 5, Christey 2, Booth, Sparrow, R. Gardiner, Dwyer
How many were playing?
In a junior match between Hotham United and Sandridge on September 1 the latter was found to have extra 
men on the field. It was generally reported that Sandridge had 24 players on the field, but the Sandridge 
secretary swore there were only 20. The Hotham United secretary hoped to set the record straight when he 
wrote to a newspaper the following year stating that Sandridge’s ‘team was counted two or three times by 
several spectators and players, and they made out that the Sandridge were playing with 24 to 27 men, but 
could not tell the exact number owing to the majority playing with their coats on’.
The Age, 15/4/1878
“Colac Sammy”
A Point McLeay mission team of indigenous footballers played brilliantly against Adelaide clubs in the late 
1880s and attracted many admirers. The match report of the Geelong and Colac/Camperdown game however 
appears to be derisive. In this one-sided encounter a “Colac Sammy” played for the visitors and was likely an 
indigenous footballer. The journalist reported, ‘The game caused great amusement at times, ‘Colac Sammy’ in 
particular creating roars of laughter’. 
Geelong Advertiser, 10/9/1877
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September 15
Carlton (1) 1
Essendon (25)  (0) 0
(MSR)
Best
Carlton: Goer, Kelly, G. Robertson, Guy
Essendon: Miller, Chadwick, O’Neill, Graham
Goal
Carlton: Henry
Hotham  2
Hotham United (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Goals
Hotham: Lacey, Traynor
Melbourne 0. 5 1. 8
Albert Park 0. 0 0. 0
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Lamrock, Houston, Sherard
Albert Park: Nash, Latchford, Slight, Young
Goal
Melbourne: C. Baker
Those were the days
Melbourne’s home ground for many years was just next to the MCG in the Richmond Paddock, but it was far 
from inviting and was called the “gravel pit”. In 1914 C.L. Andrews recalled:
The playing area would have made a present day player shudder. It was as hard and bare as a rock, 
and a raised gravel path ran diagonally across it. 
“Victorian Game in the Seventies”, The Winner, 9/9/1914
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St Kilda v. South Melbourne (AP) Not played*
*Only 9 St Kilda players appeared for this match.
In Geelong
Geelong (2) 4
Victorian Railways (25) (0) 0
(Argyle Padd.)
Best
Geelong: J. Gardiner, Sandilands, Upton, Douglass
Vic. Railways: McSweeney, McLean
Goals
Geelong: Upton 2, R. Gardiner, Hall
September 22
Barwon 1. 4 1
Carlton (19) 0. 0 0
(Comunn-na-Feinne, Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Barwon: Ricketts, Armstrong, Boyd, Page, Millikin, Hardy, Pike
Carlton: McMichael, Kelly, Ford, Murphy, Smith, Jas. Gardiner
Goal
Barwon: Wright
Maryborough (0) 0. 3
Albert Park (2) 3.11
(PP, Marybgh.)
Best
Maryborough: Woodlands, T. Casey, Woodlands, Casey, Hall, Harcombe
Albert Park: Thomas, J. Slight, W. Slight, Waldron, G. Slatter, Young
Goals
Albert Park: Major 2, Waldron
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Melbourne 2. 0 6.20
St Kilda 0. 2 0. 2
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Lamrock, Longden, McDonald, Downes, Moffatt
St Kilda: T. Riddell, Terry, Gordon, Murray, Sandilands
Goals
Melbourne: F. Baker 2, C. Baker, J.A. McDonald, Booth, Sillett
In Geelong
Geelong (Mixed) v. Toorak (Argyle Gr.) Likely not played
September 29
Carlton 2. 4 2. 9
Melbourne 2. 3 3.10
(MSR; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, McMichael, Guy, McGill, Gunn, Murphy
Melbourne: Longden, F. Baker, Stephen, Cooke, Moffatt, Goldsmith
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard, Turnbull
Melbourne: P. Goldsmith 2, Nicholas
In Geelong
Barwon  2
Hotham Hill (25) (0) 0
(Comunn-na-Feinne)
Best
Barwon: Armstrong, Ricketts, Millikin, Boyd, Manning, Shaw
Hotham Hill: Young, Pollock, Dobbin, Luby, Wood, Tait, Hannah
Goals
Barwon: Ricketts, J. Clark
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1877 — Season Review
SENIOR LADDER*
p w d l f a
Carlton 21 14 4 3 56 11
Melbourne 23 16 4 3 47 21
Hotham 14 7 2 5 27 16
Albert Park 12 5 2 5 17 10
St Kilda 17 5 5 7 26 37
Barwon 8 4 4 0 14 5
Geelong 8 5 1 2 23 6
*Includes Carlton’s loss to Warratah (NSW) in a rugby match 23/6/1877.
CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
Best followers: The 3 best: J. Traynor (Hoth.), E. Longden (Melb.), A. McMichael (Carl.) 
 + J. Pollock (AP)
Best backs: J. McKie (Melb.), S. Lamrock (Melb.), W. Goer (Carl.), G. Coulthard (Carl.), 
 J. Robertson (Hoth.), W. Dellitt (Hoth.), C. Thomas (AP), G. Major (AP), 
 J. Terry (St K.), H. Oakley (St K.)
Best half backs: R. Sillett (Melb.), J. Gardiner (Hoth.), T. Nash (AP)
Best centre forwards: F. Baker (Melb.), G. McGill (Carl.), G. Bruce (Hoth.)
Best wings: P. Gunn (Carl.), B. Murphy (Carl.), W. Moffatt (Melb.), 
 J.M. McDonald (Melb.), J. Lowe (AP), G. O’Neill (AP), 
 A. Sutcliffe (Hoth.), E. Slatter (Hoth.)
Best forwards: C. Baker (Melb.), L. Bracken (Carl.), O. Pierce (St K.) 
*According to the Australasian.
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1877 LEADING GOAL KICKERS
C. Baker (Melb.)  14
J. Henry (Carl.)  9
O. Pierce (St K.)  9
W. Bracken (Carl.)  8
G. Coulthard (Carl.)   8
A.C. Sherard (Ball.)   8
H. Upton (Geel.)  8
L. Bracken (Carl.)   7
J.A. McDonald  (Melb.)  7
R. Sutcliffe (Hoth.) 7
JUNIOR RESULTS*
p w d l f a
West Melbourne 17 12 3 2 27 6
Essendon 17 5 6 6 14 13
Hotham United 18 7 4 7 20 18
South Melbourne 16 5 9 2 14 9
Sandridge 12 7 4 1 23 3
Toorak 16 14 2 0 39 9
Warwick 18 9 6 3 19 11
Williamstown 12 2 2 8 7 15
Victorian Railways 15 2 2 11 10 42
Brunswick 12 5 3 4 8 5
Clifton 14 4 6 4 8 9
Excelsior 13 4 4 5 14 19
Hotham Hill 11 3 4 4 6 10
Hawthorn 11 0 4 7 6 22
*These figures according to the Australasian and do not always correspond with The Footballer’s 1877 statistics.
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Geelong District
p w d l f a
Barwon 8 4 4 0 14 5
Geelong 8 5 1 2 23 6
Chilwell 12 8 3 1 30 8a
North Geelong 10 6 0 4 23 8b
Geelong Imperial 4 1 2 1 5 3
Barwon Imp./Young 3 1 2 0 5 3
Newtown 3 1 0 2 8 6
Highton 2 2 0 0 7 0
Star FC 2 2 0 0 7 1
Nelson 2 0 0 2 1 12
Sea Breeze 1 1 0 0 2 1
Clarendon 1 0 1 0 1 1
Fair View 1 0 1 0 1 1
Ashby Imperial 2 0 1 1 2 4
Belmont 2 0 0 2 0 7
National 1 0 0 1 1 2
Beach Hill 1 0 0 1 0 3
Nelson/Clarendon 1 0 1 0 0 0
Horsham 7 1 3 3 6 7
Little River 3 0 0 3 0 17
Birregurra 1 0 1 0 0 0
a The Footballer 1877 credited Chilwell with 29 goals.
b My record for North Geelong: p 8 w 5 d 0 l 3 f 18 a 7. Two results missing: a 5-0 win & a 0-1 loss.
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Other Provincial Clubs
p w d l f a
Ballarat 14 6 3 5 19 10
Ballarat Albion 7 3 1 3 8 8
Ballarat Galatea 7 2 5 0 7 5
Castlemaine 9 3 2 4 9 17
Bendigo (Sandhurst) 7 5 2 0 16 1
Maryborough 7 4 1 2 18 5
Belfast 4 2 1 1 5 1
Casterton 5 3 0 2 16 3
Clunes 8 2 1 5 9 15
Creswick 9 4 2 3 9 7
Daylesford 6 0 4 2 1 8
Hamilton 5 5 0 0 12 1
Inglewood 5 1 2 2 3 5
Keilor 6 3 2 1 14 8
Kyneton 3 1 2 0 2 1
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Inter-colonial Results
Carlton: Sydney Tour
23/6: Waratah 2g3t v. Carlton 0g0t (Rugby Rules)
25/6: Waratah 0 v. Carlton 6 (Victorian Rules)
Goal kickers: 
W. Bracken 2, Jas. Rickards 2, G. Coulthard 1, J. Henry 1
Melbourne: Adelaide Tour
11/8: Victorian 0 v. Melbourne 1
13/8: Combined South Australia 0 v. Melbourne 5
Goal kickers: 
H. Downes 3, C. Baker 2, A. Munro 1
St Kilda: Adelaide Tour
18/8: Adelaide 2 v. St Kilda 5
20/8: SA Native Born 2 v. St Kilda 7
Goal kickers: 
C. Payne 4, O. Pierce 4, Miller 2, R. Little 1, A/H. Taylor 1
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1878
TEAMS
Albert Park
Captain: C. Thomas
Vice Captain: J. Slight
Team: G. Atkinson, A. Carter, J. Collard, W. Fergie, J. Forbes, A. Fraser, J. Garbutt, C. Haines, T. Harris, 
R. Hawley, W. Hopkinson, Hurrey, R. Johnstone, S. Knight, C. Lampard, H. Latchford, J. Lowe, 
G. Major, Maloney, Miller, M. Minchin, K. Mitchell, A. Pearce, J. Pollock, C. Rosser, H. Rosser, 
E. Slatter, G. Slatter, T. Slattery, R. Slight, W. Slight, J. Spain, J. Spence, H. Swift, C. Thomas, 
W. Treen, R. Turpenny, A. Waine, W. Whitehorn, Williams, Woods, J. Young
Goal kickers:
 W. Hopkinson [2], M. Minchin [2], T. Slattery [2], W. Fergie [1], R. Johnstone [1], G. Major [1], 
K. Mitchell [1], G. Slatter [1], J. Spence [1]
New: J. Garbutt (SP 1876/Stanley 1874), C. Haines (RS/SP 1876), T. Harris (E St K.), 
R. Johnstone (Stanley 1874), E. Slatter (Hoth.), T. Slattery (Hoth.), J. Spain 
(Sandridge), J. Spence (SP/SM)
Departures: F. Allan (Warrn’l), J. McNeill (Carl. Utd), F. Norris (Carl. Utd), G. O’Neill (Hoth.), 
T. Reilly (Carl. Utd), Jno. Rickards (Carl.), F. Waldron (Melb.)
Barwon
Captain: J. Cunningham
Vice captain: A. Ricketts
Team: T. Armstrong, Beattie, J. Boyd, E. Britter, J. Clark, T. Clark, Cooper, Crisp, J. Cunningham, 
W. Gliddon, P. Graham, T. Harding, S. Hassett, Jones, Laurie, A.W. Longden, W. Manley, 
Manning, A. McMullen, F. Millikin, J. Munro, W. Murphy, J. O’Neil, W. Page, W. Pannell, 
A. Pattie, F. Pike, H. Pike, A. Ricketts, J. Shaw, Thomas, Upward, D. Wright
Goal kickers:
 J. Boyd [3], J. Clark [3], T. Armstrong [1], J. Pattie [1]
New: W. Longden (GC, then to Melb.)
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Carlton
Captain: G. McGill/J. Gardiner
Vice Captain: G. Robertson
Team: E. Barrass, G. Bell, L. Bracken, W. Bracken, E. Brendell, G. Coulthard, Dawes, J. Donovan, 
S. Ekins, A. Ford, J. Gardiner, W. Goer, P. Gunn, J.H. Guy, J. Henry, James, T. Kelly, J. Lewis, 
G. McGill, J. Melville, B. Murphy, T. Nash, H. Nudd, L. O’Brien, J. Petherick, E. Prevot, 
Jas, Rickards, Jno. Rickards, G. Robertson, J. Robertson, P. Saxon, R. Sidley, G. Smith, 
J. Sutherland, J. Turnbull, A. Waldron, H. Waldron, White, A. Wishart
Goal kickers:
 G. Coulthard [18], J. Henry [14], Jno. Rickards [10], J. Gardiner [4], W. Goer [4], B. Murphy [3], 
G. Smith [3], L. Bracken [2], F. Gunn [2], Jas. Rickards [2], J. Turnbull [2], E. Barrass [1], 
A. Ford [1], T. Nash [1], H. Nudd [1], G. Robertson [1], J. Sutherland [1]
New: E. Barrass (Melb/Carl. Imp.). J. Melville (WM/Carl. Imp.), T. Nash (AP), 
Jno. Rickards (AP), J. Sutherland (2nds), H. Waldron (Ball. Dist.)
Departures: J. Blanshard (Hoth.), W. Bracken (Norw, SA, during season), R. Donaldson (EM in 
1879), A. McMichael (Norw, SA)
Essendon
Captain: T. Ryan
Vice Captain: F. Peake
Team: R. Amess, B. Barnett, A. Black, T. Bloomfield, J. Boyd, J. Carlyle, T. Chadwick, Cooper, W. Cox, 
G. Crooke, W. Crooke, M. Dowlan, M. Feehan, A. Goding, A. Graham, J. Graham, Guerson, 
J.F. James, W. Kemp, E. Kernan, A.E. Lethbridge, T. Lethbridge, H. Lyon, J. McAinsh, 
H. McCarthy, A. McCracken, C. McCracken, J. McHarg, D. McPhail, P.G. McShane, G. Miller, 
C. Mummery, M. O’Meara, P. O’Neill, F. Peake, E. Powell, W. Raper, J. Robertson, R. Robinson, 
T. Ryan, W. Ryan, B. Smith, W. Staines, P. Swanson, F. Tickell, C. Watt, J. Watt
Goal kickers:
 M. O’Meara [7], C. Watt [6], G. Miller [3], A. Graham [3], P.G. McShane [3], A. Goding [2], 
W. Ryan [2], E. Powell [1], F. James [1]
New: B. Barnett (EM/Carl.), A. Black (St K., during season), J. Carlyle (SM/Hoth. Utd), 
G. Crooke (SC), W. Crooke (EM/SC), J.F. James (SC), P.G. McShane (Keilor), 
W. Ryan (SPC), F. Tickell (SC)
Departures: N. Adamson (Clarendon)
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Geelong
Captain: A. Austin
Vice Captain: J. Sandilands
Team: A. Austin, A. Bell, J. Booth, R. Booth, W. Booth, J. Bowden, W. Boyd, A. Campbell, 
N. Campbell, A. Christey, H.P. Douglass, G. Down, P. Dwyer, S. Fairbairn, J. Gardiner, 
R. Gardiner, A. Greenwood, B.W. Hall, J. Hogan, G. Hope, W. Hope, G. Jones, A. Kirk, R. Kirk, 
C. McCormick, W. McMullen, Munro, R. Noble, W. Oliver, F. Payne, V. Payne, V. Pearson, 
C. Price, W. Reid, A. Robertson, L. Robertson, J. Sandilands, H. Sharpe, G. Smith, J. Sommers, 
W. Sparrow, G. Steedman, G. Stephen, W. Stiffe, D. Stodart, H. Upton, H. Vivian, G. Watson, 
J. Watt, C. Wheatland, E. Wills, J. Wilson, W. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 A. Christey [15], H.P. Douglass [13], H. Upton [13], R. Booth [7], J. Watt [6], J. Sandilands [4], 
B.W. Hall [4], G. Watson [3], V. Pearson [3], W. Boyd [1], S. Fairbairn [1], J. Gardiner [1], 
R. Kirk [1], R. Noble [1], G. Stephen [1], W. Wilson [1]
New: A. Bell (GC), A. Campbell (GC), N. Campbell (GC), S. Fairbairn (GGS), 
A. Greenwood (St K.), G. Jones (NG), A. Kirk (GGS), C. McCormick (GC), 
W. McMullin (GC), W. Oliver (1876), F. Payne (GGS), W. Reid (GC), A. Robertson 
(GGS), L. Robertson (GC), G. Smith (GGS), J. Sommers (GC), W. Stiffe (GGS), 
D. Stodart (1867), H. Vivian (GC), W. Wilson (GC)
Departures:  B.W. Hall (St K, 1gm)
Hotham
Captain: J. Robertson
Vice Captain: E. Slatter
Team: Armstrong, J. Blanshard, G. Bruce, M. Byrne, C. Clay, W. Dellitt, T. Dillon, Forbes, H. Fuhrhop, 
J.H. Gardiner, J. Gibbons, Grainger, J. Green, M. Hassett, Johnson, P. Lacey, F. Lording, 
C. Marchant, W. McLean, H. Medway, Mooney, A. Neely, E.P. O’Brien, C. O’Leary, G. O’Neill, 
R. Paterson, J. Patterson, R. Roberts, J. Robertson, G. Ryan, Scott, E. Slatter, T. Slattery, P. Smith, 
A. Sutcliffe, R. Sutcliffe, H. Swift, W. Thomson, J. Traynor, J. Walker, J. Watson, J. White, Wilson
Goal kickers:
 R. Sutcliffe [8], E. O’Brien [7], H. Fuhrhop [2], M. Byrne [1], J. Green [1], F. Lording [1], 
E. Slatter [1], A. Sutcliffe [1], W. Thomson [1]
New: Armstrong (Sandhurst), J. Blanshard (Carl.), J. Gibbons (Carl. Imp. 1876), A. Neely 
(Hoth. Un.), G. O’Neill (AP), J. Watson (Brunsw.)
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Departures: H. Thurgarland (Sth. Adel, SA), J. Traynor (Norw, SA, during season)
Melbourne
Captain: R. Sillett
Vice Captain: F. Baker
Team: T. Anthony, C. Baker, F. (‘F. Jenkins’) Baker, H. Batterbury, J. Bell, Jas. Bennie, Jos. Birtwistle, 
J. Booth, W. Boys, E. Cook, J. Cook, W. Cook, J. Cooper, F. Crohan, Crooke, Donaldson, 
H. Downes, C. Forrester, P. Goldsmith, A. Henderson, G. Houston, C. Jenvey, F. Kitz, 
S. Lamrock, T. Lempriere, E. Longden, A.W. Longden, J.M. McDonald, A. McKie, J. McKie, 
U. Nicholas, Norman, F. Page, G. Page, P. Page, H. Ross, W. Sandilands, P. Serjeant, C. Sherrard, 
R. Sillett, Slight, R. Simson, F. Stephens, C. Swanson, J. Tennent, F. Waldron, H. Webb, E. Wills
Goal kickers:
 C. Baker [10], F. Baker [4], J. Cook [3], Jas. Bennie [2], E. Cook [2], F. Crohan [2], E. Longden [2], 
U. Nicholas [2], F. Waldron [2], W. Boys [1], J. Cooper [1], J.M. McDonald [1], A. McKie [1], 
W. Sandilands [1]
New: H. Batterbury (Clifton), W. Boys (Haw.), F. Crohan (Rich. Stand/Geel/ Kard/Corio), 
F. Kitz (Elwood), T. Lempriere (St K, during season), A.W. Longden (Barw/GC), R. 
Simson (SC), F. Waldron (AP/Carl. Imp.), E. Wills (Geel/Melb/Geel.)
Departures: E. Barrass (Carl.), H. Carr (Powlett), J. Johnson (Sale 1878/WM 1879), T. McGuigan 
(Powlett), W. Moffatt (Left colony), L. Suhard (Norw, SA)
St Kilda
Captain: T. Riddell
Vice Captains: J. Terry/F. Hughes
Team: A. Black, H. Bryant, C. Budd, C. Buddee, J. Carter, P. Carter, W. Coldham, Darchy, E. Darlot, 
A. Field, Flynn, W. Fraser, R. Gibbs, W. Gordon, W.B. Hall, J. Hamilton, F. Hughes, T. Lempriere, 
A. Looker, J. Mason, M. McPherson, Meaney, J. Menzies, P. Menzies, G. Miller, P. Miller, 
G. Moule, J. Murray, H. Oakley, J. Osborne, C. Payne, O. Pierce, T. Riddell, W.J. Riddell, 
T. Robinson, W. Rogers, G. Rout, P. Ryan, A. Skene, W. Skene, S. Stephens, A. Taylor, J. Terry, 
T. Thompson, W. Thomson, A. Walker, G. Woods
Goal kickers:
 O. Pierce [2], C. Payne [1], A. Skene [1], Thompson [1], Unknown [1]
New: J. Carter (St K. Esp.), W. Coldham (Melb/St K./Univ.), B.W. Hall (Geel.), 
H. Jennings (Melb. 1875), A. Looker (WC), J. Mason (WC), M. McPherson (WC), 
W. Riddell (MGS)
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Departures: A. Black (Ess, during season), A. Greenwood (Geel.)
West Melbourne
Captain: P. Douglas
Vice Captain: G. Browning
Team: Anderson, W. Austin, E. Barnes, T. Beeching, G. Browning, J. Chambers, J. Cohen, Conroy, 
F. Conway, L. Cussen, F. Dixon, G. Donaldson, P. Douglas, J. Fulton, C. Gillman, Graham, 
W. Greenaway, W. Hulme, H. Kirwin, N. McInnes, A. McLaren, F. Power, A. Pullen, D. Rannard, 
M. Smith, H. Spencer, J.S. Thewlis, W. Thomson, G. Trott, Watson, H. Weate, J. Weate, 
M. Woods, R. Yates
Goal kickers*:
 E. Barnes [2], G. Browning [2], D. Rannard [2], J. Weate [2], T. Beeching [1], Conroy [1], 
F. Conway [1], H. Kirwin [1], F. Power [1], A. Pullen [1], J.S. Thewlis [1], G. Trott [1], M. Woods [1]
*According to The Footballer 1879. Many goal kickers not identified in match reports.
New: R. Yates (AP/Carl. Imp.)
School Club
University
Captain: P. Serjeant
Vice captain: T. Ryan
Team: A. Black, F. Bryant, C. Buddee, H. Champion, F. Cumming, L. Cussen, Dodge, J. Fullarton, 
W. Gordon, C. Hedley, J.F. James, J. Montgomery, W. Moule, F. Newman, H. Oakley, Owen, 
T. Quick, D. Rannard, W. Ray, S. Robart, T. Ryan, Sandilands, P. Serjeant, T. Serjeant, R. Simson, 
J. Springthorpe, Sutherland, J. Ulbrick, R. Willis
Goal kickers:
 H. Champion [1], W. Gordon [1], W. Ray [1], T. Serjeant [1], J. Springthorpe [1], R. Willis [1], 
Unknown: [1]
Also represented in 1878:
Ess: J.F. James, T. Ryan
Melb: R. Simson
SM: J. Fullarton
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St K.: A. Black, C. Buddee, W. Gordon
WM: D. Rannard
Junior Clubs
Albert Park District:  Cardigan, Cardigan United, Clarendon, Coventry United, Emerald, Emerald Hill 
Excelsior, Emerald Hill Imperial, Excelsior, Montague, Nelson, Rising Sun, South 
Melbourne, South Park, St. Vincent, Starlight, Union, Young Australian, Young Victoria
Carlton District:  Canning, Carlton Juniors, Carlton Union, Carlton United, Carlton Victory, Clyde, North 
Carlton, North Star, Rose of Carlton, Star of Carlton, Young North Carlton
Collingwood District: Abbotsford, Bohemians, Britannia, Clifton, Clifton Union, Collingwood, Collingwood 
Imperial, Studley, West of England
East Melbourne District:  Clarendon, Lonsdale, Powlett
Fitzroy District:  Fitzroy, Fitzroy Alma, Fitzroy Imperial
Footscray:  Footscray, St. John’s
Hawthorn/Kew District:  Auburn, East Hawthorn, Hawthorn, Hawthorn United, Mayfield
Port Melbourne District:  Sandridge, Sandridge Defiance, Sandridge Imperial, Sandridge United, South 
Sandridge
Richmond/Jolimont District:  Clarence, Cremorne Star, Darling United, Elmgrove, Imperial (Jolimont), Jolimont, 
Richmond, Richmond Union, Vaucluse, Waltham, Warrigal (Jolimont), Warwick, West 
Richmond
Royal Park District:  Adelphian, Albion, Hotham Albion, Errol United, Hotham Hill, Hotham-hill Union, 
Hotham Union, Hotham United, Lincoln United, Parkside, Royal Park, Victoria Parade, 
Victory
South Yarra/Prahran District:  Domain, Fawkner, South Yarra, South Yarra Imperial, South Yarra Standard, South 
Yarra Star, Toorak, Toorak Imperial
St Kilda District:  Balaclava, Brighton, Brighton Cross, Brighton Half-Holiday, East St Kilda, South St 
Kilda
West Melbourne District:  Albert, Metropolitan, West Melbourne Alberts, West Melbourne Alma, West Melbourne 
Union
Williamstown District:  Battery United, North Williamstown, North Williamstown, Standard, Williamstown 
Imperial, Williamstown Juniors, Williamstown Star
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Other Junior Clubs:
Albert Street, Ascot Vale United, Brookville, Brunswick, Clarence Rovers, Coburg, Heidelberg, Howard United, 
Latrobe, Lonsdale Imperial, Lygon United, Madeline Union, Malvern, Metropolitan, Newmarket, Northcote, Park 
Imperial, Spence Union, Star of the West, St. Mary’s Union, Wellington, West Bourke, Yarra Park, Young Commercial, 
Young Imperial
Employee teams:  
Alston & Brown; Corris & Craig; Herald Office; Kew Asylum, Moubray, Rowan & Hicks; Paterson, Laing & Co.; 
Railway; Langlands Foundry (SM); Robertson & Moffatt; L. Stevenson & Sons; Sands & MacDougall; Swallow & Ariel; 
Warne & Reids; George Webster & Co.; Yager & Hurst
Major Provincial Clubs
Albion Imperial, Ballarat, Ballarat Imperial, Bendigo, Inglewood, Maryborough, Sandhurst
Geelong District
Ashby (Imperial), Belmont, Chilwell, Clarendon, Fairview/Geelong West, Fenwick, Fern Hill, Hermitage, Highton, 
Kardinia, Newtown/Geelong Juniors, North Geelong, Railway, Rope Factory, Rose Vale, Sea Breeze, Star (aka Young 
Alberts), Villiers, Wanderers, West End, Young Victorians
Matches
May 4
Albert Park  1
Carlton United (25)* (0) 0
(APG)
*From 1859 to 1896 teams normally consisted of twenty players. Variations in these numbers are indicated in brackets.
Goal
Albert Park: G. Slatter
Carlton (1) 4
Excelsior (25) 0 0
(RP; Att: 2,000)
Best
Excelsior: Nudd, McNaughton, Tierney, Hassett, Swanson
Goals
Carlton: Henry 2, Coulthard, Jno. Rickards
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Hotham  2
Hotham Hill (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Green, Gardiner, O’Neill
Goals
Hotham: Byrne, O’Brien
May 11
Albert Park  2
Hotham Hill (25) (0) 0
(APG)
Goals
Albert Park: Major, Fergie
Brunswick (25) (0) 0
Hotham (2) 2
(RPB)
Best
Brunswick: J. Batt, Watson, Gorham
Hotham: Fuhrhop, Green, Robertson, McLean, O’Neill, Gardiner
Goals
Hotham: Slatter, Green
Carlton (2) 2 
Hotham United (25) (0) 0
(RP; Att: 1-3,000)
Best
Carlton: Henry, Smith, Melville, Kelly, G. Robertson, Coulthard
Hotham United: Murray, Ley, Bickford, Smith, Bailey, Bismyre, Wilson
Goals
Carlton: Jno. Rickards 2
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Melbourne (1) 2
Hawthorn (25) (1) 3
(MCG)
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker, Cooper
Hawthorn: Hunter 2, Meaney
Thursday May 16
Geelong College (0) 0
University (0) 0
(Argyle Padd.; Att: 800)
Best
Geelong College: W. Boyd, A. Robertson, L. Robertson, Weddell, Robbie
University: Moule, Rannard, Cussen, Newman, Sergeant
Permanent goal-posts
In May 1878 the local press had some advice for the Geelong FC: 
Seeing there is every prospect of plenty of funds this season, the Club could not do better than erect 
permanent goal-posts according to the latest ideas in football circles. Those at present in use ought 
to have been discarded long since. 
Geelong Advertiser, 6/5/1878 
This advice was taken in hand for in June the same newspaper reported on the New South Wales club 
Warrigal’s match against the Pivots at Corio Oval: 
The advantage of the increased height of the goal posts, 36 feet from the surface of the ground, was 
clearly exhibited on several occasions, when the ball travelled a hair’s breath from the outside stick. 
Geelong Advertiser, 24/6/1878
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Friday May 17
Geelong (1) 3
University (1) 1
(Argyle Padd.)
Goals
Geelong: Noble, Douglass, Kirk
University: Springthorpe
May 18
Barwon (15) (1) 1
North Geelong (0) 0
(Communn-na-Feinne)
Best
Barwon: Munro, Ricketts, Hassett, Britter, Millikin, Shaw
North Geelong: Atkins, Collins, Batten, Friend, Field, J. Wilson
Goal
Barwon: Boyd
Carlton (5) 7
Hawthorn (25) (0) 0
(EMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, G. Robertson
Goals
Carlton: Jno. Rickards 2, Coulthard, Gardiner, Henry, Nudd, G. Robertson
Essendon (0) 2 
Lincoln United (25) (0) 0
(Ess. Gr.)
Best
Essendon: Miller, C. Watt, Crooke, James, Powell, Chadwick
Lincoln United: Hassett, Robinson, Hill, Bailey, McIvor
Goals
Essendon: Graham, C. Watt
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Melbourne (1) 2
Clifton (25) (0) 0
(MCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Melbourne: Crohan, Cook, Longden, Cooper, Sandilands, Wills, Sillett
Clifton: Brown, Rouse, Mills, Cody, Dunn, Sampson, Spencer
Goals
Melbourne: Nicholas, C. Baker
St Kilda  1
Toorak (25)  3
(St K. Gr.)
Goals
St Kilda: A. Skene
Toorak: Melville 2, Wilson
West Melbourne (0) 0
Hotham United (0) 0
(RP; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
West Melbourne: Barnes, Chambers, Gillman, Trott, Douglas
Hotham United: Bickford, Crosby, Shaw, Moonie
Hotham v. Fitzroy (25) (RP) Not played*
*Only six Fitzroy players appeared for play.
Tuesday May 21
University  3
Wesley College (0) 0
(St K. Gr.)
Best
University: Rannard, Gordon, Champion, Simson, Serjeant
Wesley College: Robb, Munro, Scott, Sloman, Clarke
Goals
University: Willis, T. Serjeant, Gordon
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Friday May 24 (Queen’s Birthday)
Ballarat (2) 5
Melbourne (1) 1
(Ball. CG)
Best
Ballarat: Kirby, Cooper, McKenzie, Foley, Antcliffe, Sherard
Melbourne: Sandilands, Cook, Cooper, Crohan, Waldron, Sillett
Goals
Ballarat: Sherard 2, Lempriere 2, Norman
Melbourne: Boys
Ballarat Albion (0) 0
Hotham (0) 1 
(WOB)
Best
Ballarat Albion: Lyons, Tootle, J. Carr, Graham
Hotham: Mooney, Lacey, Robertson, O’Neill
Goal
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe
Barwon (1) 1
Carlton United 0.1 0
(Communn-na-Feinne)
Best
Barwon: Munro, J. Clark, Boyd, Cunningham, Longden, Page
Carlton United: Norris, Reilly, Goodwin
Goal
Barwon: J. Clark
Castlemaine (0) 0
Essendon (0) 0
(Castlemaine)
Best
Castlemaine: W. Aitken, G. Aitken, Cock, Holmes, Mathews
Essendon: Boyd, Forrester, Raper
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Geelong 1.9 2.18
West Melbourne 0.0 0.3
(Argyle Padd.; Att: 1-2,000)
Best
Geelong: Austin, Boyd, Hall, Noble, Sommers, Watt, Upton
West Melbourne: Douglas, Rannard, Chambers, Barnes, Fulton, Power
Goals
Geelong: Hall 2
Kyneton (1) 2
St Kilda (1) 2
(Kyneton Racecourse; Att: 1,000)
Best
Kyneton: Flynn, Armstrong, Roberts, Carter
St Kilda: Riddell, Hughes, Budd, Carter
Goals
Kyneton: Murray, Gregson
St Kilda: Pierce, Unknown
Memories of Geelong the Great
Geelong’s great team at this time was fondly recalled by a correspondent in the 1920s: 
back to the days of football when ‘Ben’ Hall used to kick off where the foot tracks crossed the 
Argyle Green, and such men as Arthur Christey, Harry Upton, George Stephens, Percy and Monty 
Douglass, Armytage, and Steve Fairbairn ran to their places to the slogan of ‘On the ball, Geelong’ 
… the sport of today has fallen away from that of the teams which made the G.F.C. famous during 
the seventies and eighties, when they played in the spirit of the lines in Vitai Lampada:
“T’was not for the sake of a ribbon’d coat,
 Nor the selfish hope of a season’s fame
 But the captain’s hand on his shoulder smote
 ‘Play up! Play up! and Play the Game” 
The Argus, 27/9/1923
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Sale (21) (0) 0
Carlton  7
(Sale CG)
Best
Sale: Cullen, Dalrymple, Johnson
Goals
Carlton: Gardiner 2, Henry 2, Coulthard 2, Smith
May 25
Albert Park  1
Clifton (25) (0) 0
(APG)
Goals
Albert Park: Minchin
Carlton (2) 3
Essendon (0) 0
(EMCG)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, G. Robertson, Murphy, Goer, Gardiner
Essendon: Miller, Lethbridge, Ryan, Peake, Graham, Boyd
Goals
Carlton: Henry, L. Bracken, Goer
Melbourne (19) (2) 3
South Melbourne (25) (0) 2
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Bennie, Longden, Wills, Sandilands, Downes, Cooper
South Melbourne: Moad, Gibson, J. Addison, Chessell, Hutton, Fahey
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker, Nicholas, E. Cook
South Melbourne: Chessell, A. Robertson
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St Kilda (19)  1
Williamstown (0) 0
(St K. P.)
Goal
St Kilda: Thomson
Tuesday May 28
University (2) 2.6
Scotch Coll. (25) (1) 1.10
(MCG)
Best
University: Rannard, Newman, Cussen, Moule, Montgomery
Scotch College: Downes, Armstrong, Bayles, Syme, Brodie, Ellerman
Goals
University: Ray, Champion
Scotch College: Syme
Ladder at the end of May
 p w d l f a
Carlton 5 5 0 0 23 0
Geelong 3 3 0 0 9 3
Hotham 3 3 0 0 5 0
Albert Park 3 3 0 0 4 0
Barwon 2 2 0 0 2 0
Melbourne 4 2 0 2 8 10
Essendon 3 1 1 1 2 3
St Kilda 3 1 1 1 4 5
West Melbourne 2 0 1 1 0 2
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Leading Goal kickers
J. Henry (Carl.)  6
Jno. Rickards (Carl.)  5
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  4
June 1
Albert Park (0) 1
Carlton (3) 3
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Albert Park: Slight, Slatter, Thomas, Latchford, Waine, Young
Carlton: Barrass, Goer, Waldron, G. Robertson, McGill, Gardiner
Goals
Albert Park: Mitchell
Carlton: Murphy, Henry, Coulthard
Brunswick (25) (0) 0
Essendon  1
(RPB)
Best
Brunswick: Talbot, Stranger, Batt, Braithwaite
Essendon: Lethbridge, Watt, Graham, Goding
Goal
Essendon: Graham
Geelong (2) 2
Geelong Coll./Gramm.* 0.1 1
(Argyle Padd; Att: 1,000)
*Geelong College and Geelong Grammar combined schools team.
Best
Geelong: Sharpe, McCormick, Douglass, Hogan
Comb. Schools: Payne, Boyd, Longden, Sibley
Goals
Geelong: Douglass 2
Comb. Schools: Manifold
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Hawthorn  7
St Kilda (0) 0
(GP)
Goals
Hawthorn: Meaney 3, Meader, E. Crawford, Pettigrew, Spear
Melbourne (0) 0
Hotham (0) 3
(MCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Melbourne: Forrester, Longden, Houston, Bennie, Simson, Waldron
Hotham: Traynor, Robertson, Green, McLean, Slatter, Lacey
Goals
Hotham: O’Brien 2, Lording
West Melbourne (0) 1
South Melbourne (0) 0
(RP)
Goal
West Melbourne: Browning
June 8
Albert Park (0) 0.6
Hotham (1) 1.24
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Albert Park: Pollock, Slight, Latchford, Thomas, Haines, Waine
Hotham: Traynor (bog), Green, Robertson, Bruce, Paterson
Goal
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe
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Hawthorn 1
West Melbourne 1
(GP)
Goals
Hawthorn: Unknown
West Melbourne: Unknown
Melbourne 0.5 2.8
Carlton 0.2 1.8
(MCG; Att: 5-8,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Downes, McKie, C. Baker, Forrester, Simson
Carlton: Coulthard (bog), J. Robertson, Goer, A. Waldron, Murphy
Goals
Melbourne: Crohan, E. Cook
Carlton: Coulthard
St Kilda (0) 0
Essendon (0) 0
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Riddell, Hughes, Taylor, Menzies
Essendon: Ryan, Miller, Guerson, Graham
June 15
Albert Park (1) 1
Melbourne (1) 1
(SMCG; Att: 1,000-1,500)
Best
Albert Park: Young, Slight, Atkinson, Pearce, Waine, Slatter, Rosser
Melbourne: Longden, Cooper, Sandilands, Bennie, Ross, Sillett
Goals
Albert Park: Minchin
Melbourne: C. Baker
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Carlton (4) 5
St Kilda (0) 0
(Rich. Padd.; Att: 1,500)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard (bog), Goer, Smith, Gunn, Gardiner
St Kilda: Black, Hughes, Darchy, Riddell, Gibbs
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Henry 2, Jno. Rickards
West Melbourne (0) 1
Essendon (2) 2
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne: Woods, Barnes, Conway, Rannard, Davies, Power
Essendon: Lethbridge, J. Watt, McShane, Powell, Crooke, Cooper
Goals
West Melbourne: Barnes
Essendon: C. Watt 2
June 22
Inter-colonial
Geelong 8.12 11.31
Warrigal (NSW) (25) 0.0 0.0
(Argyle Padd.; Att: 1,200)
Goals
Geelong: Upton 3, Christey 2, Hall 2, Watt, Booth, Stephen, Watson
Senior
Albert Park (1) 1
St Kilda (0) 1
(SMCG)
Best
Albert Park: Slight, Thomas, Latchford, Waine, Young, Slatter
St Kilda: Terry, Riddell, Payne, Budd, Osborne, Miller
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Goals
Albert Park: Hopkinson
St Kilda: Payne
Barwon (15) (2) 3
North Geelong (0) 0
(Communn-na-Feinne)
Goals
Barwon: J. Clark 2, Armstrong
Carlton 1.6 2.9
Hotham  0.1 1.4
(MCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Carlton: Gunn (bog), Nudd, Gardiner, Murphy, A. Waldron, Goer
Hotham: Traynor, Green, Bruce, McLean, O’Neill, O’Brien, Forbes
Goals
Carlton: L. Bracken, Jas. Rickards
Hotham: O’Brien
Carlton and Hotham: Mutual Animosity
In this match Carlton and Hotham argued about the field umpire, who was ex-Carltonian “Lanty” O’Brien. 
The Hotham players were convinced that O’Brien was biased and vented their frustrations by abusing him. 
This infuriated Carlton and at a committee meeting the following week the Blues refused to play Hotham for 
the rest of the year. Assuming the moral high-ground Carlton claimed it had a duty to uphold the standards 
of the game and could not jeopardise this commitment by playing a club like Hotham, which did nothing 
to curb the misconduct of its players. A letter war followed and Carlton secretary John Turnbull summed up 
relations between the clubs: 
Can anyone who is acquainted with the doings of the clubs say that a friendly game has ever 
been played between them – that bitter animosities and spiteful recriminations have not been the 
constant accompaniment? 
Australasian, 17/8/1878
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Hawthorn (0) 0
Essendon (0) 0
(GP)
Best
Hawthorn: Hutton, Brown, Willis, Cleverdon, Connor
Essendon: James, Watt, Kernan, Graham
West Melbourne (1) 1
Melbourne (0) 1
(EMCG)
Best
West Melbourne: Barnes, Rannard, Douglas, Weate, Smith, Donaldson
Melbourne: Downes (bog), Longden, McKie, Houston, Sillett, Tennant
Goals
West Melbourne: Rannard
Melbourne: Sandilands
June 29
Inter-colonial
Carlton* 1. 1(try)
Waratah (NSW) 1. 1(try)
(MCG; Att: 6-8,000)
*Played according to rugby rules.
Best
Carlton: Waldron, Smith, Coulthard, G. Robertson, Gunn
Waratah: Lee, Butler, Marshall, Riddiford, Williams, Howard
Tries
Carlton: Smith (g) Smith (try)
Waratah: Newing (g) Butler (try)
Senior
Geelong 0.4 2.16
Barwon 1.4 1.6
(CO; Att: 1,500-3,000)
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Goals
Geelong: Sandilands, W. Boyd
Barwon: J. Boyd
Hotham (1) 1.11
West Melbourne (0) 0.2
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Gardiner, O’Brien, Robertson, Bruce, Green
West Melbourne: Douglas, Barnes, Cussen, Wood
Goal
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe
Ladder at the end of June
 p w d l f a
Geelong 6 6 0 0 24 5
Carlton 9 8 0 1 34 4
Hotham 7 6 0 1 11 2
Essendon 7 3 3 1 5 4
Barwon 4 3 0 1 6 2
Albert Park 7 3 2 2 7 6
Melbourne 8 3 2 3 12 16
West Melbourne 7 1 3 3 4 7
St Kilda 7 1 3 3 5 18
Celebrating a goal at Sleepy Hollow
Jack Sandilands’ first goal for Geelong in the match against Barwon ‘was the signal for wild cheering, 
especially among a number of onlookers in the pavilion reserve, who, following the example of bookmakers 
at a racecourse, frantically threw their hats in the air, and jumped on them when they fell on the ground’. 
Geelong Advertiser, 1/7/1878
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Leading Goal kickers
J. Henry (Carl.)  9
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  8
Jno. Rickards (Carl.)  6
Monday July 1 (Separation Day)
Carlton 0.9 2.14
Waratah 1.0 1.2
(MCG, Att: 3-7,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Waldron, Gardiner, Turnbull, Smith, Gunn
Waratah: Phillips, Lee, Newing, Brown, R. Thallon, Butler
Goals
Carlton: Turnbull, Gunn
Waratah: Mulcahy
July 6
Essendon 1.6 1.8
Albert Park 0.0 1.14
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Peake, Powell, McShane, Raper, Goding, J. Watt
Albert Park: Young, Waine, Slatter, Latchford, Thomas, Treen, Slattery
Goals
Essendon: O’Meara
Albert Park: Slattery
Geelong 2.23 6
Williamstown (0) 0
(Argyle Padd.)
Goals
Geelong: Christey 3, Sandilands, Douglass, Pearson
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Hotham (2) 2
Brunswick (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Dillon (bog), Gardiner, McLean, Robertson
Brunswick: Batt, Watsford, Johnson
Goals
Hotham: O’Brien 2
St Kilda (0) 1
Melbourne (0) 0
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Riddell, Terry
Goal
St Kilda: Pierce
West Melbourne 0.0 0.2
Carlton 2.6 3.11
(EMCG; Att: 1-1,500)
Best
West Melbourne: Douglas, Rannard, Barnes, Fulton, Browning
Carlton: Smith, Kelly, Goer, Coulthard, Bracken, J. Robertson
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Sutherland
July 13
Albert Park (0) 0
West Melbourne (0) 0
(APG)
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Ballarat (2) 3
Geelong (2) 7
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Veitch, Sherard, Carroll, Kirby, “Possum”
Geelong: Douglass, Dwyer, Sandilands, J. Wilson, W. Wilson
Goals
Ballarat: Sherard 2, Graham
Geelong: Upton 3, Christey 3, Douglass
Carlton 1.7 1.12
Melbourne 2.0 3.5
(EMCG; Att: 5-8,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Smith, Waldron, Gunn, Goer, Turnbull
Melbourne: Longden (bog), Bennie, Sandilands, Houston, Downes
Goals
Carlton: Turnbull
Melbourne: F. Baker 2, C. Baker
Essendon (2) 3
South Melbourne (25) (0) 0
(FH)
Goals
Essendon: Miller 2, Powell
July 20
Carlton 1.5 2.16
Barwon 0.6 0.7
(EMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Waldron, Smith, Murphy, Kelly
Barwon: H. Pike, Munro, Boyd, Millikin, Cunningham
Goals
Carlton: Henry, Coulthard
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Essendon 0.7 0.9
West Melbourne 0.0 0.5
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Goding, James, Raper, Watt, Miller, McShane
West Melbourne: Greenaway, Rannard, Woods, Conway, Browning, Austin
Geelong  4
South Melbourne (0) 0
(Argyle Padd.)
Goals
Geelong: Pearson, Upton, Booth, Watson
Hotham  0*
Albert Park  0
(MSR)
*Only 15 minutes played then game was abandoned due to rain.
Melbourne (1) 2
Williamstown (25)  (0) 0.1
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Longden
Goals
Melbourne: Crohan, Waldron
Keeping busy
Melbourne had a stroll in the park against juniors Williamstown on the Melbourne Ground. In fact, the home 
side was so dominant that Williamstown’s ‘goal sneaks and one or two forward players had so little to do that, 
with Melbourne back players, they kept themselves warm by playing leap-frog, while the play was going on 
at the other end of the ground’. 
The Leader, 22/7/1878
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July 27
Carlton 1.18 2.25
Albert Park 0.1 1.5
(EMCG)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Smith, Bracken, Nudd, Guy, Gardiner, Goer
Albert Park: Spence, Pollock, Young, Slight, Thomas, Latchford
Goals
Carlton: Henry, Barrass
Albert Park: Spence
Geelong 0.1 2.18
Hotham 1.5 1.5
(Argyle Padd; Att: 1,800-2,000)
Best
Geelong: Watson, Payne, Stephen, J. Wilson, J. Booth, Smith
Hotham: Bruce, Green, McLean, Gardiner, O’Neill, Thomson
Goals
Geelong: Pearson, Watson
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe
Melbourne (0) 0
Essendon (1) 1 
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Houston, F. Baker, Waldron
Essendon: Ryan, Chadwick, Miller, J. Robertson, Watt, Crooke
Goal
Essendon: O’Meara
St Kilda (0) 0
Hawthorn  3
(St K. P.)
Goals
Hawthorn: Unknown
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West Melbourne v. Brunswick (RP) Not Played*
*Brunswick did not make an appearance.
Ladder at the end of July
 p w d l f a
Geelong 10 10 0 0 43 9
Carlton 14 12 0 2 44 9
Hotham 10 7 1 2 14 4
Essendon 11 5 5 1 10 5
Melbourne 12 5 2 5 17 19
Albert Park 11 3 5 3 9 9
Barwon  5 3 0 2 6 4
St Kilda  9 2 3 4 6 21
West Melbourne 10 1 5 4 4 10
Leading Goal kickers
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  11
J. Henry (Carl.)  11
A. Christey (Geel.)  8
H. Upton (Geel.)  7
August 3
Carlton (5) 6 
Ballarat (19) (0) 1
(EMCG; Att: 1,200)
Best
Carlton: Gardiner, Coulthard, Waldron, G. Robertson, Ekins
Ballarat: Howard, Foley, Sherard, Carr, Lyons
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Nash, Gunn, Goer, Murphy
Ballarat: Lyons
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Essendon  3
St Kilda (0) 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: James, Goding, McShane, Miller, C. Watt
St Kilda: Hughes, T. Riddell, W. Riddell, Thomson, Hall
Goals
Essendon: Miller, C. Watt, James
Geelong (0) 0
Barwon (0) 0
(CO; Att: 1,600-2,000)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Douglass, Sommers, Austin
Barwon: Longden, Boyd, Ricketts, Murphy, Shaw, Manley
Melbourne (2) 5 
Albert Park 0.0 0
(Melb. Gr; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Cooper, Lamrock, Crohan, Sandilands, J. Cook
Albert Park: Pollock, Thomas, Fergie, Waine, Slight, Young, Rosser
Goals
Melbourne: J. Cook 2, E. Longden 2, F. Baker
South Melbourne (0) 0.2
West Melbourne (17) (0) 0.10
(AP)
Best
South Melbourne: Robertson, Treadaway, Beresford
West Melbourne: Rannard, Cussen, Barnes, Pullen
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August 10
Essendon (1) 1
Carlton (2) 3
(FH)
Best
Essendon: J. Watt. Robertson, Powell, McShane, Raper, Chadwick
Carlton: Coulthard, Murphy, Gunn, Melville, G. Robertson
Goals
Essendon: McShane
Carlton: Henry 2, Coulthard
Hotham 0.6 0.10
Melbourne 0.4 0.8
(EMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Hotham: Traynor, McLean, Green, Robertson, Gardiner, Slatter
Melbourne: Longden, Cooper, Lamrock, Crohan, Houston, Sillett
Maryborough (0) 0
Barwon (0) 1
(PP, Marybgh.ß)
Best
Maryborough: Lacey, Wilson, Jones
Barwon: Longden, Shaw, Boyd, Pike, Clarke
Goal
Barwon: Pattie
West Melbourne  6
Lincoln United (25) (0) 0
(RP)
Goals
West Melbourne: Unknown
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Albert Park v. St Kilda Not Played*
*St Kilda failed to make an appearance.
Tuesday August 13
University 0.8 0.17
Geelong College (25)   1.0 1.4
(MSR)
Best
University: Rannard, Champion, Simson, Cussen, Serjeant, Sandilands
Geelong College: A. Robertson, W. Longden, J. Robbie, Mogg, A. Bell
Goal
Geelong College: A. Bell
August 17
Inter-colonial
Melbourne 1.18 1.23
Victorian (SA) 0.1 0.1
(EMCG; Att: 2,500-3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Downes, Sandilands, Crohan, Waldron, Sillett
Victorian: Osborn, Warren, Downs, A. Mehrtens, Colbey, Bohlman
Goal
Melbourne: Bennie
Framlingham Aboriginal Football Team
The men from this mission played a big game against Tower Hill on August 15. It was claimed that they were 
‘A fine strong athletic lot of fellows all of them, players who, with practice, would be second to none. There 
were the noted pedestrians Pompey Austin, Wyseleskie, Sanders, [Johnny] Brown, Frank Clark and others 
… the Aboriginals showed that they were not foes to be despised, but could play true football and not a 
burlesque of the game as some anticipated’.
The Footballer 1878, p 100
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Senior
Ballarat 1.3 2 
Albert Park  (0) 1
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: McKenzie, Cooper, Graham, Veitch
Albert Park: Thomas, Slight, Slatter, Fergie, Rosser
Goals
Ballarat: MacGregor, Martin
Albert Park: Slattery
Hotham 0.1 1.4
West Melbourne 0.2 0.3
(MSR)
Best
Hotham: McLean, O’Neill, Bruce, Byrne, Lacey, Watson
West Melbourne: Rannard, Beeching, Pullen, Douglas, Wood, Dixon
Goal
Hotham: O’Brien
South Melbourne (25) 0.2 1.8
Essendon 1.2 1.2
(AP)
Best
South Melbourne: Hutton, Addison, Gibson, Addison, Robertson, Moad
Essendon: James, Goding, Raper, McPhail
Goals
South Melbourne: Moad
Essendon: C. Watt
Williamstown (24)  (0) 1
Carlton (1) 2
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Litchfield, Waycott, Kilgour, J. Monteith, T. Monteith
Carlton: Coulthard, Murphy, Gunn, Gardiner, G. Robertson
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Goals
Williamstown: Rees
Carlton: Henry, Jas. Rickards
Monday August 19
Melbourne 0.6 2.13
Victorian (SA) 0.2 0.4
(EMCG; Att: 6-800)
Best
Melbourne: Sandilands, Longden, Bennie, Booth, F. Baker, Waldron
Victorian: Warren, Osborn, Downs, A. Mehrtens, B. Mehrtens, Atkinson
Goals
Melbourne: Waldron, F. Baker
Wednesday August 21
Geelong 3.17 6.26
Victorian (SA) 0.0 0.0
(CO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: Hall, W. Wilson, J. Wilson, Sandilands, Booth
Victorian: Colbey, Mehrtens, Warren, Knill
Goals
Geelong: Douglass 3, Christey, Watt, Upton
August 24
Essendon  9 
Hawthorn (16) (0) 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: McShane, Raper, Boyd, J. Watt
Hawthorn: Syme, Roberts, Hutton, Willis
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Goals
Essendon: McShane 2, O’Meara 2, Goding 2, C. Watt, Graham, W. Ryan
Hotham  3
Hotham Union (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Gardiner, Walker, Fuhrhop, J. Patterson
Hotham Union: Young, Wilby
Goals
Hotham: Thomson, Fuhrhop, R. Sutcliffe
Melbourne 1.2 2.3
Carlton 0.3 0.14
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: Sandilands, Longden, Bennie, Simson, Houston, Wills
Carlton: Coulthard, Goer, G. Robertson, Nudd, Kelly, Gardiner
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker 2
West Melbourne (2) 2.6
Albert Park (0) 0.4
(RP)*
*Also reported as played in Albert Park.
Best
West Melbourne: Barnes, Cussen, Rannard, Trott, Conway
Albert Park: Slatter, Latchford, Thomas, Young, Minchin
Goals
West Melbourne: Conway, Trott
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In Ballarat
Inter-colonial
Ballarat 0.7 0.16
Victorian (SA) 0.0 1.3
(WOB)
Best
Ballarat: Graham, Veitch, Sherard, Cooper, Kirby, MacGregor
Victorian: Knill, Frayne, A. Mehrtens, B. Mehrtens, Osborne
Goal
Victorian: Poole
August 31
Essendon 1.3 1.3
Melbourne 0.3 1.10
(FH; Att: 4-500)
Best
Essendon: James, Graham, McShane, Miller, Peake, Crooke
Melbourne: Longden, Sillett, Sandilands, McKie, Lamrock, Crohan
Goals
Essendon: W. Ryan
Melbourne: J.M. McDonald
Just and fair 
St Kilda’s Fred Hughes umpired the big game between Melbourne and Carlton (24/8), and did very well for 
‘he had the satisfaction of hearing himself alternately applauded and hissed by the excited partisans of the 
two clubs respectively’.
The Age, 26/8/1878
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Geelong 2.7 7.27
Toorak (25) 2.6 2.6
(Paddock next to Argyle Gr., Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: Booth, Sandilands, W. Wilson, J. Wilson, Sharpe, Sparrow
Toorak: Aitken, Wilson, Newman, Springthorpe, Ellerman, Dow
Goals
Geelong: Christey 2, W. Wilson, Booth, Sandilands, Watt, Douglass
Toorak: Melville 2
Hawthorn  1*
West Melbourne (0) 0
(GP)
*The Australasian first reported a 1-1 draw (WM goal: Conway), but on 21/9 announced that the Hawthorn FC secretary wrote to inform 
the newspaper that Conway’s goal was kicked after time had been called.
Goal
Hawthorn: Greigson
Hotham (19) 0.4 0.6
Albert Park 1.2 1.2
(MSR)
Best
Hotham: McLean, Bruce, Walker, Green, Gardiner, Robertson
Albert Park: Latchford, Thomas, G. Slatter, Young, Minchin, Lowe
Goal
Albert Park: Hopkinson
St Kilda 0.0 0. 0
Carlton (17-19) (4) 6.16
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Oakley, Hughes, Thompson, Carter
Carlton: Coulthard, Goer, Gardiner, G. Robertson
Goals
Carlton: Jno. Rickards 2, Coulthard, Murphy, Smith, Goer
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Ladder at the end of August
 p w d l f a
Geelong 13 12 1 0 56 11
Melbourne 18 9 4 5 28 20
Carlton 19 16 0 3 61 14
Hotham 14 9 2 3 18 5
Essendon 16 7 7 2 25 10
Albert Park 15 4 5 6 11 18
Barwon  7 4 1 2 7 4
West Melbourne 15 3 6 6 12 12
St Kilda 11 2 3 6 6 30
Leading Goal kickers
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  15
J. Henry (Carl.)  14
A. Christey (Geel.)  11
September 7
Essendon (3) 3
Clarendon (0) 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Robertson, McShane, Goding, James
Clarendon: H. Tindale, F. Tindale, Adamson
Goals
Essendon: O’Meara 3
Fawkner/SY Stand.     (0) 1
Carlton (2) 5
(RP; Att: 1,500)
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Best
Fawkner/SY: E. Coventry, A. Coventry, Tomlins, Pearson, Eyers
Carlton: G. Robertson, Coulthard, Goer, Murphy
Goals
Fawkner/SY: McKenzie
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Jno. Rickards, Gardiner, Goer
Geelong 5. 9 9.23
Ballarat (18-19) 0.1 0.2
(Paddock next to Argyle Gr.)
Best
Geelong: Douglass (bog), Watson, Sandilands, Smith, Stephen
Ballarat: Cooper, Kirby, Veitch, Hamgray, Martin, Dane
Goals
Geelong: Christey 4, Upton 2, S. Fairbairn, Booth, J. Gardiner
Hotham (1) 1
Barwon (0) 1
(MSR; Att: 500)
Best
Hotham: Walker, O’Neill, Fuhrhop, Green, McLean
Barwon: Murphy, Munro, Manley, Longden, Boyd
Goals
Hotham: Fuhrhop
Barwon: Boyd
Melbourne 0.1 0.1
Albert Park 0.1 0.5
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Simson, McKie, Boys, Houston, McDonald, Lamrock
Albert Park: Thomas, Rosser, Slatter, Latchford, Fergie, Minchin
West Melbourne 0.6 1.12
Hotham United 0.1 0.3
(RP)
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Best
West Melbourne: Cussen, Barnes, Yates, Thewlis, Rannard
Hotham United: Shaw, Monie, Bickford, Ley
Goal
West Melbourne: Thewlis
September 14
Geelong 3.10 3.16
Carlton 0.0 1.3
(CO; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Geelong: Douglass (bog), W. Wilson, Sandilands, Hall, Stephen, Dwyer
Carlton: Gardiner, Barrass, Coulthard, Bracken, Guy, Goer, Kelly
Goals
Geelong: Sandilands, Upton, Watt
Carlton: Coulthard
Hotham  3
Hotham Union (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Goals
Hotham: Sutcliffe 3
Melbourne  (0) 0
West Melbourne (3) 3
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 2,000)
Best
Melbourne: Bennie, Downes, Cooper, McKie, Sandilands, Sherard
West Melbourne: Rannard (bog), Barnes, Woods, Greenaway, Trott, Pullen
Goals
West Melbourne: Barnes, Beeching, Conway 
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September 21
Albert Park 1.8 1.8
Essendon 0.0 0.3
(APG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Albert Park: Thomas, Slatter, Whitehorn, Young, Minchin
Essendon: Robertson, Graham, James, Peake, Goding, McCracken
Goal
Albert Park: Johnstone
Carlton 0.2 1.5
South Melbourne (25) 1.6 1.6
(RP)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, G. Robertson, Smith, Waldron, Henry, Ford
South Melbourne: W. Addison, Kellett, J. Addison, Hutton, Gibson
Goals
Carlton: Ford
South Melbourne: Watsford
Chilwell (25) 0.0 1.3
Geelong 2.17 2.25
(Padd. near Newtown Wesleyan Church; Att: 1,800)
Goals
Chilwell: D. Ryan
Geelong: Watt, Upton
Melbourne 0.3 2.14
Hotham  1.3 1.4
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Melbourne: E. Longden, W. Longden, Bennie, Sillett, Wills, Crohan
Hotham: Lording (bog), Paterson, McLean, Green, Gardiner, Walker
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Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker, Bennie
Hotham: A. Sutcliffe
St Kilda (mixed) 0.1 0.1
East St Kilda 0.11 3.23
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Carter, Riddell, Pierce
Goals
East St Kilda: Griffiths, Donaldson, Price
West Melbourne  1.0
West Melbourne Alberts  0.2
(RP)
Goal
West Melbourne: Wood
September 28
Barwon 0.0 0.1
Geelong 3.10 4.18
(Communn-na-Fienne; Att: 2,500)
Goals
Geelong: Douglass 2, Watt, Upton
An offence to offspring of the “Mother Country”
After the sensational events in the aftermath of the vicious Barwon and Geelong match, “Globular” wrote to 
the local press claiming that Barwon was a disgrace. He stated that he had been astonished by the intensity of 
feeling between the supporters of Geelong and Barwon for the past three years, but that this game took the 
cake. He added that football had been turned into something to ‘brutalise the rising community and destroy 
that desire for fair play which is the inheritance of ‘John Bull’s’ children’’. In conclusion “Globular” asserted, ‘I 
would advise the Barwon club to dissolve as a Club, and in re-forming weed out those objectionable youths 
whose conversation and general demeanour are a libel upon the name of a working man’.
Geelong Advertiser, 30/9/1878
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Melbourne 1. 3 3.12 
Carlton 1.17 1.22
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Downes, Bennie, Lamrock, Wills, Sandilands
Carlton: Coulthard, Gardiner, Murphy, Barrass, J. Robertson
Goals
Melbourne: A. McKie, C. Baker, J. Cook
Carlton: Jno. Rickards
October  5  Premiership Play-Off
Melbourne 1.1 1.4
Geelong 1.7 5.12
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 7-11,000)
Best
Melbourne: A. McKie, Lamrock, Houston, Sillett, E. Longden, Simson
Geelong: Booth (bog), Douglass, Austin, W. Wilson, Dwyer, Hall
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker
Geelong: R. Booth 3, Douglass 2
Discretion better than valour: a “forced” behind
During the second half of a titanic struggle between Melbourne and Carlton, the Blues were doing all of 
the attacking. Towards the end of the game, ‘Carlton forced the ball on resuming towards the Melbourne 
goal, and scored a behind; this was followed by another through Melbourne’s agency, and was greeted as it 
deserved, with loud hisses’.
Australasian, 5/10/1878
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Starting 20s
Geelong:
Goalkeeper: S. Fairbairn
Backs: H. Sharpe, L. Robertson, T.J. Sommers, J. Wilson, G. Stephen
Centre: A. Austin (capt)
North Wing Side: P. Douglass, V. Pearson, W. Noble
South Wing Side: R. Booth, P. Dwyer, B.W. Hall
Forwards: H. Upton, A. Christey, J. Watt, E. Sparrow
Followers: W. Wilson, G. Smith, J. Sandilands
Melbourne:
Goalkeeper: C. Sherard
Backs: R. Sillett (capt), W. Boys, G. Houston, J. McKie, S. Lamrock
Centre: R. Simson
North Wing Side: A. McKie, J. MacDonald, W. Sandilands
South Wing Side: F. Crohan, E. Wills, H. Downes
Forwards: C. Baker, J. Cook, “F. Jenkins”*, W. Longden
Followers: E. Longden, J. Bennie, J. Booth
*An assumed name for F. Baker
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1878 — Season Review
SENIOR LADDER
 p w d l f a
Geelong 17 16 1 0 75 11
Melbourne 23 11 5 7 34 30
Carlton 24 17 2 5 70 23
Hotham 16 9 3 4 20 8a
Essendon 18 8 7 3 28 11
West Melbourne 18 6 6 6 17 12b
Albert Park 17 5 6 6 12 18
St Kilda 11 2 3 6 6 30
Barwon  9 4 2 3 8 9c
a  Hotham’s abandoned match v. Albert Park (20/7) counted as a 0-0 draw. The Footballer 1878 and the Australasian did not count 
Hotham’s 3-0 win v. Hotham Union (24/8). Hotham’s goal kickers from this game are included in end of season goal scorers.
b  West Melbourne incorrectly claimed the 1-0 loss to Hawthorn as a draw (31/8).
c  Barwon was not a Geelong Junior, but also not considered a VFA senior by the Australasian.
CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
Best followers: G. Coulthard (Carl.), J. Traynor (Hoth.), E. Longden (Melb.), D. Rannard (WM)
Best backs: W. McLean (Hoth.), J. McKie (Melb.), W. Goer (Carl.), A. Waldron (Carl.), 
 J. Robertson (Hoth.), C. Thomas (AP)
Other good players:  G. Robertson (Carl.), W. Sandilands (Melb.), G. O’Neill (Hoth.), A. Graham (Ess.), 
 J. Young (AP), G. Miller (Ess.), J. Green (Hoth.), G. Smith (Carl.), H. Downes (Melb.)
*According to the Australasian.
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1878 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
G. Coulthard (Carl.) 10 +4 +4 +0 = 18
A. Christey (Geel.) 0 +5 +7 +3 = 15
J. Henry (Carl.) 8 +4 +2 +0 = 14
H.P. Douglass (Geel.) 4 +5 +1 +3 = 13
H. Upton (Geel.) 2 +2 +5 +4 = 13
C. Baker (Melb.) 7 +3 +0 +0 = 10
Jno. Rickards (Carl.) 4 +6 +0 +0 = 10
R. Sutcliffe (Hoth.) 3 +4 +1 +0 = 8 
E.P. O’Brien (Hoth.) 4 +3 +0 +0 = 7 
M. O’Meara (Ess.) 2 +5 +0 +0 = 7  
*All games: seniors + juniors + country + inter-colonial.
LEADING JUNIOR RESULTS*
 p w d l f a
Hawthorn  17 10 4 3 34 24
Hotham United  15 7 6 2 18 5
South Melbourne  20 5 7 8 19 20
Carlton United  15 8 5 2 16 11
Hotham Hill  14 9 2 3 16 9
Toorak  14 8 2 4 25 15
Williamstown  12 4 5 3 14 8
Rising Sun  18 12 5 1 33 4
Adelphian  10 2 4 4 6 12
Carlton Juniors  14 6 2 6 21 15
Clarendon  17 8 3 6 32 18
Clifton  15 7 3 5 14 9
Richmond  13 7 3 3 15 13
Brunswick   9 1 2 6 2 14
University   8 2 3 3 7 7
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*First four clubs ranked according to the Australasian.
*The Australasian’s other Junior clubs of note: Clifton, Warwick, Northcote, Lincoln United, Richmond, North Fitzroy, Warrigal, Abbotsford,
Rising Sun
Geelong District
 p w d l f a
North Geelong  15  7 3 5 26 19*
Chilwell  16  9 2 5 29 13
West End   6  4 0 2 8 5
Clarendon   6  3 3 0 7 1
Wanderers   6  3 0 3 9 9
Newtown/Geel. Jun.   6  3 0 3 6 9
Fern Hill   8  2 4 2 5 7
Railway    3  1 2 0 4 2
Fairview/Geel.West   4  2 0 2 8 7
Rose Vale   5  0 1 4 1 14
Kardinia   3  0 0 3 1 9
Young Victorians   2  0 1 1 0 1
Villiers   2  0 1 1 5 13
Ashby (Imperial)   2  0 0 2 2 5
St. Mary’s School   1  1 0 0 3 0
Junior College   1  1 0 0 5 3
Rope Factory   1  1 0 0 2 1
Fenwick   1  0 1 0 2 2
Belmont   1  0 1 0 0 0
Star   1  0 0 1 1 2
Young Alberts   1  0 0 1 1 2
Villiers/Hermitage   1  0 0 1 3 5
Sea Breeze   1  0 0 1 0 3
*The 1878 Geelong Junior Champion
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Major Provincial Clubs
 p w d l f a
Ballarat  16 10 6 0 37 35
Ballarat Albion Imp.  15 5 6 4 12 12
Ballarat Imperial  11 3 4 4 11 12
Bendigo   6 4 1 1 14 3
Castlemaine   8 4 2 2 15 3
Kyneton   5 3 1 1 7 6
Maryborough  10 8 1 1 25 3
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1879
TEAMS
Albert Park
Captain: C. Thomas
Vice Captain: E. Slatter
Team: Beer, L. Bracken, A. Carter, W. Fergie, J. Fitzpatrick, C. Haines, Harley, W. Hopkinson, T. Horan, 
R. Johnstone, P. Keeshan, S. Knight, C. Lampard, H. Latchford, W. Lorraine, McDonald, 
M. Minchin, Nair, M. O’Shea, G. Palmer, A. Petrie, R. Petrie, T. Petrie, C. Rosser, H. Rosser, 
J. Rosser, C. Rutherford, Sadler, E. Slatter, G. Slatter, Slatter, T. Slattery, J. Slight, P. Soutar, 
T. Soutar, H. Swift, C. Thomas, Tomlins, W. Treen, R. Turpenny, A. Waine, S. Walker, 
W. Whitehorn, J. Young
Goal kickers:
 M. Minchin [9], G. Slatter [4], H. Swift [4], E. Slatter [3], W. Hopkinson [2], H. Rosser [2], 
L. Bracken [1], W. Fergie [1], J. Fitzpatrick [1], P. Keeshan [1], H. Latchford [1], W. Lorraine [1], 
T. Slattery [1], J. Young [1]
New: L. Bracken (Carl.), M. O’Shea (Abbots’d), G. Palmer (2nds), A. Petrie (RS), 
J. Rosser (2nds)
Departures: J. Lowe (Norw, SA), A. Petrie (SM, during season), J. Pollock (Norw, SA), 
J. Slight (Umpiring during season), W. Slight (Victn, SA), J. Spain (SM)
Carlton
Captain: J. Gardiner
Vice Captain: G. Robertson
Team: P. Ashburner, E. Barrass, E. Brookes, Budd, G. Coulthard, A. Coventry, A. Ford, R. Frayne, 
J. Gardiner, W. Goer, Green, P. Gunn, J.H. Guy, W. Hatch, J. Henry, W. Henry, Hunter, T. Kelly, 
K. Kennedy, J. MacGibbon, T. Maloney, J. McWilliams, J. Melville, W. Monie, B. Murphy, 
H. Nudd, L. O’Brien, H. O’Donnell, A. Page, E. Prevot, Jas. Rickards, Jno. Rickards, J. Reilly, 
Rylah, G. Robertson, J. Robertson, W. Robertson, G. Smith, J. Souter, T. Soutar, J. Turnbull, 
J, Watt, J. Williams, H. Wilson, M. Woods
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   285 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
286
1879 Statistics
Goal kickers:
 G. Coulthard [21], F. Gunn [12], E. Brookes [8], J. Henry [8], Jas. Rickards [6], Jno. Rickards [6], 
J. Turnbull [4], A. Ford [3], W. Goer [2], B. Murphy [2], H. Nudd [2], G. Smith [2], R. Frayne [1], 
W. Hatch [1], T. Kelly [1], K. Kennedy [1], A. Page [1], M. Woods [1]
New: P. Ashburner (Fawkner), E. Brookes (Carl. Utd/Carl.), A. Coventry (SYS), 
R. Frayne (Jun.), W. Hatch (E St K, late in season), K. Kennedy (Sth Adel, SA/EM 
during season), T. Maloney (SoC), H. O’Donnell (SoC), A. Page (Carl. Utd/Adelp.), 
J. Soutar (Fawkner), T. Soutar (Fawkner), J. Watt (Geel, then back), H. Wilson 
(E St K.), M. Woods (WM)
Departures: G. Bell (SY), L. Bracken (AP), W. Bracken (Norw, SA), T. Nash (Hoth.), 
 A. Waldron (Norw, SA), E. Walters (SY), H. Wilson (E St K.)
Essendon
Captain: T. Ryan
Vice Captain: F. Hughes
Team: J. Adams, B. Barnett, H. Batterbury, S. Bloomfield, T. Bloomfield, H. Bryant, J. Carter, 
T. Chadwick, L. Crow, M. Feehan, A. Goding, A. Graham, L. Grant, F. Hughes, D. Hutton, 
J.F. James, E. Kernan, P. Lacey, Lacey, A. Lethbridge, E. Litchfield, C. Locke, H. Lyon, 
W. Martin, A. McCracken, D. McDonald, P.G. McShane, E. Miller, G. Miller, W. Murray, 
M. O’Meara, Osborne, F. Peake, E. Powell, W. Raper, J. Robertson, G. Robinson, W. Rogers, 
T. Ryan, W. Ryan, Shaw, W. Simpson, A. Thompson, J. Watt
Goal kickers:
 A. Goding [7], E. Miller [5], J. Carter [3], M. O’Meara [3], J.F. James [2], W. Ryan [2], 
T. Bloomfield [1], A. Graham [1], F. Hughes [1], P. Lacey [1], H. Lyon [1], W. Murray [1], 
Unknown [2]
New: J. Adams (2nds/SC), H. Batterbury (Melb/Clifton), S. Bloomfield (Carl. Jun.), 
H. Bryant (St K.), J. Carter (St K./St K. Esp.), L. Grant (1877), F. Hughes (St K.), 
D. Hutton (Haw.), P. Lacey (Hoth.), E. Litchfield (1877), C. Locke (MGS), W. 
Martin (Chilwell/Ess.), W. Murray (Kyneton), W. Rogers (St K.), A. Thompson 
(1877)
Departures: J. Carlyle (SM), W. Crooke (Melb.)
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Geelong
Captain: J. Wilson
Vice Captain: J. Sandilands
Team: R. Booth, A. Christey, F.W. De Little, H.P. Douglass, S. Fairbairn, B.W. Hall, J. Hogan, A. Kirk, 
R. Kirk, W. Manifold, S. McArthur, P. McDermott, J. McLean, F. Millikin, R. Morrison, W. Noble, 
V. Pearson, A. Pope, W. Reid, A. Robertson, J. Sandilands, H. Sharpe, G. Smith, J. Sommers, 
W. Sparrow, M. Speed, G. Stephen, W. Stiffe, J. Thomas, F. Thomson, Tuohey, G. Watson,
 J. Watt, F. Whitelaw, J. Wilson, W. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 A. Christey [14], S. Fairbairn [9], W. Stiffe [8], P. Douglass [7], J. Watt [4], A. Kirk [3], R. Noble [3], 
F. Thomson [3], F.W. De Little [2], A. Robertson [2], J. Sandilands [2], J. McLean [1], W. Reid [1], 
G. Watson [1], W. Wilson [1]
New: F.W. De Little (GGS), S. McArthur (GC), W. Manifold (GGS), F. Millikin (Barw.), 
R. Morrison (GC), F. Thomson (GGS)
Departures: G. Down (Sydney, NSW), G. Jones (NG), P. Le Neveu (Melb.), H. Upton (Melb.), 
J. Watt (Carl, then back to Geel.)
Hotham
Captain: G. Bruce
Vice Captain: H. Fuhrhop
Team: Beckerfield, J. Blanshard, Bradford, G. Bruce, M. Byrne, C. Clay, W. Delitt, Ford, H. Fuhrhop, 
J.H. Gardiner, Graham, Grainger, J. Green, M. Hassett, Hicks, H. Kirwan, A. Ley, F. Lording, 
W. Manley, W. McLean, G. Medway, H. Medway, Meetz, Moloney, T. Nash, A. Neely, F. Norris, 
E.P. O’Brien, G. O’Neill, R. Paterson, C. Pattison, J. Robertson, Sampson, J. Shaw, P. Smith, 
A. Sutcliffe, C. Sutcliffe, R. Sutcliffe, Tatchell, E. Taylor, J. Walker, J. Watson, A. Young
Goal kickers:
 R. Sutcliffe [6], T. Nash [3], A. Neely [2], E.P. O’Brien [2], E. Taylor [2], J. Green [1], A. Ley [1], 
J. Robertson [1], J. Walker [1]
New: H. Kirwan (WM), A. Ley (Hoth. Utd), W. Manley (Barw.), T. Nash (Carl/AP/Carl. 
Imp.), F. Norris (Carl. Utd/AP/Carl. Imp.), J. Shaw (Hoth. Utd)
Departures: T. Dillon (Hoth. Utd), J. Fitzgerald (WM), P. Lacey (Ess.), E. Slatter (AP), 
T. Slattery (AP)
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Melbourne
Captain: R. Sillett
Vice Captain: S. Lamrock 
Team: D. Aitken, H. Anthony, C. Baker, F. Baker, Jas. Bennie, Jas. Birtwistle, J. Booth, W. Boys, 
C. Cock, J. Cook, W. Cook, F. Crohan, H. Downes, T. Fairbairn, Flynn, W. Gilchrist, D. Harrison, 
F. Haymes, G. Houston, C. Jenvey, S. Lamrock, T. Lempriere, E. Longden, W. Longden, J. Lucas, 
W. Mathieson, J.M. McDonald, M. McKenzie, A. McKie, J. McKie, R. Murray, U. Nicholas, 
H. Oakley, F. Power, G. Rylah, W. Sandilands, C. Sherard, R. Sillett, R. Simson, E. Smart, 
Snowden, C. Swanson, C. Swyer, H. Upton, F. Waldron
Goal kickers:
 J.M. McDonald [11], T. Lempriere [8], J. Cook [6], M. McKenzie [5], F. Crohan [4], R. Sillett [4], 
E. Longden [3], H. Upton [3], D. Aitken [1], C. Baker [1], F. Baker [1], Jas. Bennie [1], W. Boys [1], 
J. Booth [1], D. Harrison [1], W. Longden [1], J. Lucas [1], R. Murray [1], H. Oakley [1], 
C. Sherard [1], C. Swanson [1], F. Waldron [1]
New: D. Aitken (Toorak/SC, late in season), C. Cock (Castlem.), T. Fairbairn (GGS), 
W. Gilchrist (Clifton/Melb/Clifton), P. Le Neveu (Geel.), J. Lucas (Clifton/SC), 
M. McKenzie (Ball.), R. Murray (HGS), H. Oakley (St K.), F. Power (WM), 
G. Rylah (Geel, 1876), E. Smart (Kew/SC), C. Swanson (2nds), H. Upton (Geel, 
then to Victn, SA)
Departures: H. Batterbury (Ess.), E. Cook (EM), Johnson (Sale), Page (Wellington, NZ), 
H. Ross (St K), Sandilands (Wellington, NZ), 
South Melbourne
Captain: J. Gibson
Vice Captain: J. Crowl/C. Kellett
Team: J. Addison, W. Addison, F. Anderson, J. Baragwanath, H. Beresford, J. Carlyle, D. Chessell, 
W. Collard, Collins, J. Crowl, J. Fullerton, J. Gibb, H. Gibson, J. Gibson, J. Hayward, 
J. Horsburgh, R. Hutton, C. Kellett, W. Kellett, McNeil, J. Moad, H. Newman, J. Paton, A. Petrie, 
Power, A. Robertson, D. Robertson, T. Russell, J. Spain, H. Stevens, W. Wells
Goal kickers:
 J. Fullarton [8], J. Moad [5], J. Spain [5], R. Hutton [4], H. Beresford [3], W. Wells [3], C. Kellett [2], 
W. Addison [1], J. Carlyle [1], J. Crowl [1], J. Gibson [1], A. Robertson [1]
New: J. Carlyle (Ess/Hoth. Utd), J. Gibb (2nds), J. Haywood (1877), A. Petrie (AP/RS, 
during season), J. Spain (AP/Sandridge), W. Wells (Rich.)
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St Kilda*
*Disbanded in early September.
Captain: T. Riddell/F. Knight
Team: C. Brown, C. Budd, P. Carter, R. Gibbs, A. Hopkins, F. Knight, A. Looker, Lorraine, Meaney, 
C. Moore, J. Oakley, J. Parnell, O. Pierce, Pilley, W. Ray, T. Riddell, S. Stephens, A. Taylor, 
J. Terry, W. Thomson, Tuckfield, A. Turnbull, H. Turnbull, Wren
Goal kickers:
 Pilley [2], O. Pierce [1], A. Turnbull [1], H. Turnbull [1], Unknown [7]
New: C. Moore (WC), J. Parnell (WC), W. Ray (WC), A. Turnbull (WC), 
H. Turnbull (WC)
Departures: H. Bryant (Ess.), J. Carter (Ess.), F. Hughes (Ess.), P. Miller (EM), 
 H. Oakley (Melb.), A. Walker (Ess.)
West Melbourne
Captain: P. Douglas
Vice Captain: G. Browning/D. Rannard
Team: E. Barnes, T. Beeching, E. Brendell, G. Browning, J. Callaghan, J. Chambers, J. Coady, 
F. Conway, L. Cussen, F. Dixon, G. Donaldson, P. Douglas, J. Fitzgerald, J. Fulton, 
W. Greenaway, W. Hulme, J. Johnson, J. Manderson, McWilliams, A. Page, Prior, A. Pullen, 
D. Rannard, Scott, M. Smith, J.S. Thewlis, W. Thomson, G. Trott, Wade, J. Weate, J. Wicks, 
R. Yates
Goal kickers:
 E. Barnes [5], D. Rannard [4], A. Pullen [4], W. Thomson [3], T. Beeching [3], A. Page [2], 
J. Wicks [2], G. Browning [1], J. Cody [1], F. Conway [1], J. Johnson [1], Prior [1], J.S. Thewlis [1]
New: E. Brendell (Carl.), J. Callaghan (2nds), J. Johnson (Melb/WC), J. Manderson 
(Ball.), A. Page (Carl. Utd/Adelp/Jolimont), J. Wicks (Jun.)
Departures: H. Kirwan (Hoth.), F. Power (Melb.), M. Woods (Carl.)
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School Clubs
University
Captain: R. Simson
Vice Captain: W. Riddell
Team: W. Bayles, H. Bryant, H. Champion, F. Cumming, J. Fullarton, S.C. Lamrock, T. McGuigan, 
M. McKenzie, W. Melville, J. Montgomery, W. Morton, W.S. Murray, F. Newman, H. Oakley, 
T. Quick, D. Rannard, W. Riddell, W. Roberts, T. Ryan, T. Serjeant, R. Simson, W. Springthorpe, 
W.M. Stephens, F. Syme, H. Syme, A. Walker, R. Willis
Also represented in 1879:
EM: H. Champion
Ess: H. Bryant, W.S. Murray, T. Ryan, A. Walker
Haw: R. Willis
Melb: S.C. Lamrock, M. McKenzie, H. Oakley, R. Simson
Powlett: T. McGuigan
SM: J. Fullarton
St K.: W. Riddell
Toorak: W. Bayles, W. Melville, J. Montgomery, F. Newman, T. Quick, W. Springthorpe, 
 F. Syme, H. Syme
WM: D. Rannard
Junior Clubs:
Carlton District:  Battery, Canning, Carlton Essex, Carlton United, Carlton Zingari, Clyde, Lygon United, 
(North) Carlton Imperial (ex-Nth Carl.), North Star, Rose of Carlton, Star of Carlton, 
Waverley (ex-Carl. Jun.)
Collingwood District:  Clifton, Clifton Hill, Collingwood Imperial, Collingwood Rifles, Grosvenor, Simpson’s 
Road (United), Studley
Fitzroy District:  Fitzroy Alma, Fitzroy Imperial, Fitzroy Street, Ovoca 
East Melbourne/Hawthorn District:  Adelphian, East Hawthorn, East Melbourne, East Melbourne Alberts, George Street 
United, Hawthorn, Kew (ex-Mayfield), Kew Alberts, Powlett
North Melbourne District:  Hotham Hill, Hotham Imperial, Hotham Union, Hotham United, Lincoln United, Royal 
Park, Victoria Parade, Victory
Port Melbourne District:  Sandridge, Sandridge Imperial, Sandridge Juniors, Sandridge Pioneer, Sandridge Star, 
Sandridge United, West Sandridge
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   290 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
291
1879 Statistics
Richmond District: Cremorne,  Elmgrove, Imperial (Jolimont), North Richmond, Richmond, Richmond Albion, 
Richmond Alma, Richmond Clarence, Richmond Union, Surrey, Vaucluse, West 
Richmond, Yarra Park, Yarra Park United
South Melbourne District:  Britannia, Cardigan, Excelsior, Moray United, Napier, Napoleon, Oxford, Palmerston, 
Rising Sun, Royal FC, Starlight, Young Rising Sun, Victoria, Young Victoria
St Kilda/South Yarra District:  Albert, Armadale, Balaclava, Coast, Domain, East St Kilda, Elwood, Prahran Juniors, 
South Yarra, South Yarra Standard, Southern Rifles, St Kilda Alma, St Kilda Park, 
Toorak
West Melbourne District:  Metropolitan, West Melbourne Alberts, West Melbourne United
Williamstown District:  Battery United, North Williamstown, Williamstown
Other Junior Clubs: 
Admiral, Alexandra, Bank St. United, Belgravia, Bristol, Brunswick, Caledonian, Calithumpians, Capel United, 
Coburg, East Brunswick, Elmbank, Essendon Juniors, Essendon United, Footscray, Franklyn United, Gasometer, 
Heidelberg, Keilor Road, Latrobe, Northcote, Palmer, Preston, Regatta, Sackville Street, Smith Street United, South 
Star, Stanley, Temperance, Warehousemen, Weighbridge, West Moffatt
Employee Teams: 
Alston & Brown; Buckley & Nunn; Carlton Brewery Fire Brigade; Thos. Evans & Co.; Ferguson & Moore; Grant & 
Co.; T. Henderson’s; Hewell’s Employees; James McEwan & Co.; Mason, Firth & McCutcheon; Moubray, Rowan & 
Hicks; Nicholson’s; Post Office; G. Robertson & Moffatt; Sands & MacDougall; Yarraville Fire Brigade
Major Provincial Clubs:
Ballarat (incorporated Albert), Ballarat Albion Imperial, Ballarat City, Ballarat Imperial, Bendigo, Maryborough, 
Sandhurst
Geelong District Clubs:
Albert, Argyle Juniors, Ashby Imperial, Ashby United, Chilwell (amalgamated with Barwon), Clarendon, Cowie’s 
Creek, Criterion, Drysdale, Fern Hill, Geelong East, Geelong Juniors, Geelong West, Hermitage, Kardinia (Park), 
National, Newtown (Albion), North Geelong, Rising Sun, Royal Star, Sea Breeze, Standard, United Star, Villiers, 
Wanderers, Waverley, Western (Batesford), Young Victorians
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1879 Season
May 3
Albert Park (0) 1
Star of Carlton (23)* (1) 1
(APG)
*From 1859 to 1896 teams normally consisted of twenty players. Variations in these numbers are indicated in brackets.
Best
Albert Park: Thomas, Slight, Minchin, Soutar, Slatter, Johnstone
Goals
Albert Park: Minchin
Star of Carlton:  Unknown
Carlton (3) 7
Comb. Juniors (25)* (0) 0
(PO; Att: 2,000)
*This combination contained ten players from Victory and Lincoln, and five players from North Carlton Imperial.
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Murphy, Smith, Coventry
Juniors: Hassett, Bragge, McInerney, Powrie
Goals
Carlton: Jno. Rickards 2, Henry 2, Brookes, Smith, Coulthard
Essendon (0) 1
Carlton United (25)  (0) 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Goding, James, Bryant, Carter, O’Meara, McShane
Carlton United:  Norris, Riley, Roberts, Mills, McNaughton, Simpson
Goal
Essendon: E. Miller
Hotham  3
Hotham Union (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
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Best
Hotham: Walker, Medway, Ley, Lording, C. Pattison
Hotham Union:  A. Keely, Little, Brown
Goals
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe 2, Green
Melbourne (1) 6
Public Schools (25) (0) 0
(MCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Melbourne: Bennie, McKenzie, W. Longden, E. Longden, Crohan
Public Schools:  Montgomery, Clendinnen, Scott, Brodie, Adams, Munro
Goals
Melbourne: J. Cook 3, W. Longden, Sherard, Crohan
South Melbourne 2.19 2.24
Williamstown 0.0 0.1
(AP)
Goals
South Melbourne: Fullarton, Moad
May 10
Albert Park  5
Clifton (0) 0
(SMCG)
Goals
Albert Park: Minchin 2, H. Rosser, Slattery, E. Slatter
Carlton (19)  3
SY Standard (25) (0) 0
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Murphy, Goer, Coulthard, Rickards, Smith
SY Standard: Tomlins, Coventry, Searle, McDougall, Pettigrew
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Goals
Carlton: Brookes, Turnbull, Woods
East Melbourne (2) 2
Essendon (0) 2
(Yarra Park)
Best
East Melbourne:  Adamson, Donaldson, Sloman, Tindale, Tuckfield
Essendon: Bryant, Carter, Goding, Graham, James, Miller
Goals
East Melbourne:  Adamson, MacGregor
Essendon: Murray, Carter
Hotham  3
Hotham Hill (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Ley, Green, Walker
Hotham Hill: Woods, Tait, Haythorne
Goals
Hotham: R. Sutcliffe, Nash, Neely
Keeping up with the Pivots
Geelong’s approach to physical development was quickly copied by Melbourne, and soon Carlton’s secretary 
T.P. Power wrote to captain Paddy Gunn urging that when 
the Melbourne and Geelong clubs have recourse to systematic training for approaching great events, 
your committee … would suggest the desirability of your adopting similar tactics to maintain the 
club’s old established prestige. Where two or three players live in the same locality, by meeting 
together morning or evening for kicking, marking, picking up and otherwise judging the ball when 
running they would rapidly acquire a proficiency and familiarity in these essentials of the game 
which would prove invaluable to them when all meet in the actual field of play.
The Sporting Globe, 29/4/1939
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Melbourne (2) 4
Hawthorn (25) (1) 1
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: E. Longden, W. Longden, McKenzie, Bennie, McDonald
Hawthorn: Russell, Boys, Spear, Williams, Munro
Goals
Melbourne: J. Cook 2, Upton, Harrison
Hawthorn: Graves
South Melbourne  6
West Richmond (25) (0) 0
(AP)
Goals
South Melbourne: Fullarton 3, Hutton, Spain, Moad
West Melbourne  2
WM Alberts (25) (0) 0
(RP)
Goals
West Melbourne:  Prior, Thewlis
May 17
Albert Park 2.7 4.15
Carlton Utd (25) 0. 0 1.1
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Albert Park: Young, Kershaw, Thomas, Haines
Carlton United:  Norris, Simpson
Goals
Albert Park: Fitzpatrick, Lorraine, E. Slatter, Hopkinson
Carlton United:  Norris
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Carlton (2) 4
Hotham United (25) 0.0 1.3
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Robertson, Smith, Murphy, Rickards, Goer
Hotham United:  Downie, Hagan, Bickford, Dillon, Shaw
Goals
Carlton: Henry 2, Coulthard, Brookes
Hotham United:  Nairn
Essendon  10 
Hawthorn (16) 0.0 0.3
(FH)
Best
Essendon: O’Meara, Goding, Bryant, Graham, McShane, Lacey
Hawthorn: Boys, Meader, Hutton
Goals
Essendon: O’Meara 3, Goding 2, Lacey, Carter, E. Miller, James, W. Ryan
Geelong (1) 2
Geelong Coll./Gramm. (24)* (1) 1
(Argyle Padd.)
*Geelong College and Geelong Grammar combined schools team.
Goals
Geelong: W. Wilson, Douglass
Geelong Coll./Gramm.: R. Morrison
Hotham (2) 2
Clifton (25) (1) 1
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Ley, Bruce, Fuhrhop, Neely
Goals
Hotham: O’Brien, R. Sutcliffe
Clifton: Unknown
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Melbourne (0) 2
South Melbourne (0) 0
(MCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Bennie, Boys, E. Longden, Oakley, W. Longden
South Melbourne: Moad, Gibson, Hutton, Stevens, Kellett, W. Addison
Goals
Melbourne: Upton, Lempriere
West Melbourne 2.8 2.15
East Melbourne 0.0 1.1
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne: Barnes, Page, Rannard, Johnson, Cody, Browning, Pullen
East Melbourne:  Champion, Adamson, Miller, F. Tindale, Dunne, Sloman
Goals
West Melbourne:  Page 2
East Melbourne:  Champion
May 24
Ballarat (0) 1
West Melbourne (1) 2
(Ball. CG)
Best
Ballarat: Foley, Kirby, Cooper, Veitch
West Melbourne:  Cussen, Yates, Barnes, Manderson, Johnson, Rannard
Tips from the 1879 Footballer – “The Drop Kick”
In The Footballer Carlton secretary T.P. Power offered the following advice: 
THE DROP KICK is the prettiest and most valuable adjunct of the game and worth any pains in its 
acquisition. Take the ball as before, drop it, and meet it with the toe, just as it leaves the ground in 
its rebound. The spring and elasticity of the ball in this kick are delightful.
The Footballer 1879, p. 14
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Goals
Ballarat: Sparrow
West Melbourne:  Rannard 2
Ballarat City (1) 1
South Melbourne (1) 4
(WOB)
Best
Ballarat City: Graham, Johnstone, Dean, Tootle, Davies, Berry, Harley
South Melbourne: Hutton, Kellett, Wells, Fullarton, Carlyle, Addison
Goals
Ballarat City: Graham
South Melbourne: Beresford 2, Fullarton 2
Castlemaine 0.0 0.1
Essendon 2.17 2.28
(Castlemaine)
Best
Castlemaine: Cock, Vernon, Green, Kinross, Halford
Essendon: Bryant, Powell, James, W. Ryan, Goding
Goals
Essendon: Lyon, E. Miller
Hotham 0.2 0
Geelong 0.5 2
(EMCG; Att: 2,500)
Best
Hotham: Lording, Nash, Bruce, Fuhrhop, Neely, McLean, Green
Geelong: Douglass (bog), J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Watson, Millikin
Goals
Geelong: Christey, Thomson
Kyneton (0) 0
St Kilda (1) 1
(Racecourse, Kyneton)
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Best
Kyneton: Buscombe, Ross, Beggs, Roberts, Robbie, Burge
St Kilda: Field, Riddell, Budd, Meaney, Reid, Pilley
Goal
St Kilda: Pilley
Maryborough (0) 0
Albert Park (0) 1
(PP, Marybgh.; Att: 300)
Best
Albert Park: Young, Minchin, Thomas
Goal
Albert Park: G. Slatter
Nth Western Dist. (25)  (0)  0
Carlton (1)  7
(Inglewood)
Best
NW District: W. Thatchell, Thatchell, Medcalf, Lowe
Carlton: Coulthard, Smith, Murphy, Gunn
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 3, Brookes 2, Murphy, Jno. Rickards
Sandhurst (17) 0.0 1.3
Melbourne (17) (6) 9
(Kangaroo CG)
Best
Sandhurst: Martin, Macoboy, Boys, Moffatt, Howell, Duncan, Pallett
Melbourne: Murray, Upton, W. Longden, Downes, Baker, J. Cook
Cricketing Whites
John McLean’s appearance for Geelong against Hotham on a wet day made quite an impression. It was 
reported that McLean ‘wore white cricketing pants, [and] soon presented a ridiculous appearance [because he 
was covered with mud on a wet day], but despite his discomfiture he did splendid work’.
The Age, 26/5/1879
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Goals
Sandhurst: Pallett
Melbourne: Lempriere 2, E. Longden 2, Murray, Upton, F. Baker, J. Cook, Waldron
May 31
Albert Park 0.1 0.1
Carlton (1) 4
(SMCG)
Best
Albert Park: Latchford, Thomas, Minchin
Carlton: Coulthard, G. Robertson, Melville, Frayne
Goals
Carlton: Jas. Rickards 2, Gunn, Coulthard
A one-piece
In the Albert Park v. Carlton game, Albert Park’s Albie Waine made a strong impression on players and 
spectators because he ‘wore a very fine suit of uniform knitted in one garment from neck to toe, the work, I 
believe of a local manufacturer of hosiery’.
The Record and Emerald Hill and Sandridge Advertiser, 6/6/1879
The “blue atoms”
A correspondent described the Albert Park and Carlton players moving about on the field before play, and 
he was not optimistic about Albert Park’s chances: 
The ‘atoms of the blue’ were on the ground sharp at 3 o’clock, and as lively as a swarm of new-
fledged cockroaches, eager for the fray, whilst the ‘striped toddlers’ as usual straggled onto the 
convincing arena as if they were cogitating in their craniums whether it wouldn’t have been as well 
to have taken a taste of the blues at home instead of in the country.
The Record and Emerald Hill and Sandridge Advertiser, 6/6/1879
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Geelong (1) 3
Geelong Coll./Gramm. (25)* (2) 2
(Argyle Padd.)
*Geelong College and Geelong Grammar combined schools team.
Goals
Geelong: Christey 2, McLean
Geelong Coll./Gramm.: Fairbairn, Manifold
Melbourne (0) 1
Hotham (1) 1
(MCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, E. Longden, Power, Snowden, Downes
Hotham: Nash, Paterson, Fuhrhop, Ley, Robertson, Green, Lording
Goals
Melbourne: Lempriere
Hotham: Robertson
St Kilda  0
South Melbourne  3
(St K. P.)
Goals
South Melbourne: Hutton, Moad, Gibson
West Melbourne 0.2 1.3
Essendon 0.0 0.1
(RP)
Goal
West Melbourne:  Conway
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Ladder at the end of May
 p w d l f a
Carlton 5 5 0 0 25 1
Melbourne 5 4 1 0 22 3
West Melbourne 4 4 0 0 7 2
Geelong 3 3 0 0 7 3
South Melbourne 5 4 0 1 15 3
Essendon 5 3 1 1 15 3
Albert Park 5 3 1 1 11 6
Hotham 5 3 1 1 9 4
St Kilda 2 1 0 1 1 3
Leading Goal kickers
J. Cook (Melb.) 6
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  6
J. Fullarton (SM)  6
E. Brookes (Carl.)  5
June 7
Albert Park 0.6 1.15
Hotham United 0.1 0.2
(South Melbourne CG)
Best
Albert Park: Thomas, Minchin, Young
Hotham United:  Bickford, Badcock, Shaw
Goal
Albert Park: H. Rosser
Melbourne (0) 0
Carlton (2) 4
(MCG; Att: 10-12,000)
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Best
Melbourne: E. Longden, Downes, McKenzie, W. Longden, Bennie
Carlton: Coulthard (bog), Gardiner, Murphy, Barrass, Gunn, Frayne
Goals
Carlton: Gunn 2, Coulthard, Brookes
South Melbourne (2) 3
Essendon (0) 0
(AP)
Best
South Melbourne: Gibson, Kellett, Crowl, A. Robertson, D. Robertson, Wells
Essendon: James, Chadwick, Ryan, Goding
Goals
South Melbourne: Fullarton, Wells, Moad
St Kilda  3
Williamstown (0) 0
(St K. P.)
Goals
St Kilda: Unknown
West Melbourne (1) 2.13
Hotham (0) 0.9
(EMCG)
Best
West Melbourne:  Thewlis, Fitzgerald, Yates, Rannard, Douglas, Cussen
Hotham: Ley, Lording, Robertson, Fuhrhop, Taylor, O’Brien
Goals
West Melbourne:  Johnson, Rannard
June 14
Albert Park 5.0 6.9
Melbourne 0.2 0.7
(South Melbourne CG)
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   303 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
304
1879 Statistics
Best
Albert Park: Thomas, Hopkinson, Keeshan, Slatter, Slatter
Melbourne: E. Longden, McKenzie, Boys, Bennie, Baker
Goals
Albert Park: Swift 3, Latchford, G. Slatter, Bracken
Carlton 0.6 1.12
Geelong 1.5 2.9
(EMCG; Att: 12-13,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Coventry, Gardiner, Murphy, Goer, Barrass
Geelong: Watson, W. Wilson, Booth, Hall, J. Wilson, Sommers
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard
Geelong: Fairbairn, Christey
A fabulous (and well behaved) crowd at the EMCG
There was a bumper crowd at the East Melbourne CG to see the big match between Carlton and Geelong. 
Thousands could not get into the ground, and it was reported, 
The interest taken by the Melbourne ladies in this manly game is so great … [and the] scene was a 
most remarkable one, the like of which could not be seen in any country but Australia. Fully 13,000 
persons were assembled … and this immense crowd were kept in order simply by their own sense 
of fair play, for of the three policemen visible on the ground, two kept modestly in the background, 
and the other only showed prominently for a few moments at half-time.
The Argus, 16/6/1879
Pigeon Post
The first reference to the use of pigeons as airmail at a Victorian football match was reported in the Geelong 
v. Carlton match. After Steve Fairbairn kicked Geelong’s first goal ‘amid deafening cheers from the crowd, 
and carrier pigeons, conveying the news, rose up like a cloud from one spot’; and after Coulthard’s goal: 
‘The spectators applauded the feat and seven pigeons rose from the crowd, and shaped a course for Carlton’.
Geelong Advertiser, 16/6/1879
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South Melbourne (0) 2
West Melbourne (0) 0
(AP)
Best
South Melbourne: Kellett, Hutton, Collard
West Melbourne: Rannard, Thewlis, Barnes
Goals
South Melbourne: Hutton, A. Robertson
St Kilda (1) 1
Essendon (1) 1 
(St K. P.)
Goals
St Kilda: Pierce
Essendon: Graham
June 21
Albert Park (0) 0
Hotham (1) 1
(SMCG)
Best
Albert Park: Minchin, Young, Haines, Fitzpatrick, Bracken, Thomas
Hotham: Walker, Fuhrhop, Taylor, Paterson, Nash, Kirwan
Goal
Hotham: Taylor
Carlton (0) 3
Wimmera Dist. (25) (0) 0
(EMCG; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Goer, Gunn, Frayne, Coventry, Henry, Murphy
Wimmera: H. Bennett, J. Davidson, Reid, Nisbett, Waltham, Kirby
Goals
Carlton: Gunn 2, Goer
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Melbourne  (1) 2
Essendon (1) 2
(MCG)      
Best
Melbourne: W. Longden, E. Longden, Bennie, Cook, McKenzie
Essendon: Chadwick, T. Ryan, Hughes, Robertson, James, Graham
Goals
Melbourne: McKenzie, Crohan
Essendon: Goding, T. Bloomfield
South Melbourne 0.4 2
Hotham United 0.5 0
(AP)
Goals
South Melbourne: W. Addison, Moad
St Kilda 1.3 1.5
Toorak 1.4 2.9
(St K. P.)
Best
Toorak: Aitken, Ellerman, C. Power, Wilson, D. Munro
Goals
St Kilda: Unknown
Toorak: C. Power, Wilson
West Melbourne 1.6 1.13
East Melbourne 0.5 0.10
(RCG)     
Best
West Melbourne:  Cussen, Thomson, Barnes, Pullen, Rannard, Johnson
East Melbourne:  Adamson, Champion, Dunne, Graves, H. Tindale
Goal
West Melbourne: Thomson
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June 28
Inter-Colonial Practice Match
Victoria (0) 1
Hotham/Ess. (21) (0) 0
(EMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Victoria: J. Robertson (Hoth.)
Hotham/Ess: Lording, J. Walker, Fuhrhop, Bruce, F. James, Hughes
Goal
Victoria: Slatter
Senior
Albert Park (1) 1
Sandridge (23) (2) 2
(AP)
Best
Albert Park: Young, Waine, Fergie, Slatter, Fitzpatrick, Rosser
Sandridge: Begg, Douglas, McLeod, J. Tyrell, M. Tyrell
Goals
Albert Park: Fergie
Sandridge: Boland, Kelly
Geelong 2.15 2.19
Melbourne 0.0 0.6
(CO; Att: 3,000)
Best
Geelong: Watson, J. Wilson, Sandilands, W. Wilson, Stiffe, Hall
Melbourne: Sillett, Lamrock, Simson, Snowden, Crohan, F. Baker
Goals
Geelong: Stiffe, Fairbairn
South Melbourne (1) 1
Carlton (0) 0
(SMCG)
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Best
South Melbourne: W. Kellett, A. Robertson, D. Robertson, Chessell, Baragwanath
Carlton: Gunn, Robertson, Kelly, Barrass, Turnbull
Goal
South Melbourne: C. Kellett
St Kilda  2
East Melbourne  0
(St K P.)
Goals
St Kilda: A. Turnbull, H. Turnbull
Ladder at the end of June
 p w d l f a
Geelong 5 5 0 0 11 4
South Melbourne 9 8 0 1 23 3
Carlton 9 7 0 2 33 4
West Melbourne 7 6 0 1 10 4
Albert Park 9 5 1 3 19 9
Melbourne 9 4 2 3 24 17
Hotham 7 4 1 2 10 6
Essendon 8 3 3 2 18 9
St Kilda 6 3 1 2 8 6
Leading Goal kickers
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  8
J. Fullarton (SM)  7
E. Brookes (Carl.)  6
J. Cook (Melb.) 6
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Tuesday July 1 (Separation Day)
Inter-colonial
Victoria 4. 8 7.14
South Australia 0. 3 0. 8
(EMCG; Att: 10,000*)
*5,000 paid for admission.
Best
Victoria: Coulthard (bog), Rannard, Gardiner, Sillett, Robertson, McKenzie
South Australia:  McMichael, Pollock, Suhard, Traynor, Kennedy, Bracken
Goals
Victoria: Coulthard 2, Gunn, Gibson, Lording, McKenzie, Young
Victoria
*Colours: Blue knickerbockers and jersey; red, white and blue striped hose and cap.
Starting 20
M. Minchin, C. Thomas, J. Young (AP); G. Coulthard, J. Gardiner (capt), W. Goer, F. Gunn, B. Murphy (Carl.); 
H. Bryant, G. Miller (Ess.); A. Ley, F. Lording, W. McLean, Jas. Robertson (Hoth.); J.V. Cook, H. Downes, 
M. McKenzie, R. Sillett (vice-capt) (Melb); J. Gibson (SM); D. Rannard (WM)
South Australia
*Colours: All dark blue, caps with the initials S.A.F.A.
Starting 20
C.W. Hughes, S.M. Turner (Adel.); A. Harrison (vice-capt) (Kens.); T. Blinman, W. Bracken, E. Colbey, T. Green, 
G. Giffen, A. McMichael (capt), J. Pollock, L. Suhard, J. Traynor, J.E. Woods (Norw.); R. Absalom, M. Considine, 
R. Coonan, K. Kennedy (Sth. Adel.); A.M. Pettinger (Sth. Park); W. Davis, G. Downs (Vicn)
July 5
Inter-colonial
Victoria 2.2 4.9
South Australia 0.4 1.4
(EMCG; Att: 6-8,000)
Best
Victoria: Coulthard, Gunn, McKenzie, Downes, Gibson, McLean
South Australia:  Pollock, Traynor, McMichael, Downs, Suhard, Harrison
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Goals
Victoria: Cooper 2, Coulthard, Minchin
South Australia:  Bracken
Victoria
Starting 20
M. Minchin, C. Thomas, J. Young (AP); H. Cooper, J. Kirby (Ball.); G. Coulthard, J. Gardiner (capt), W. Goer, 
F. Gunn, B. Murphy (Carl.); A. Ley, F. Lording, W. McLean, Jas. Robertson (Hoth.); J.V. Cook, H. Downes, 
M. McKenzie, R. Sillett (vice-capt) (Melb.); J. Gibson (SM); D. Rannard (WM)
South Australia
Starting 20
C.W. Hughes, S.M. Turner (Adel.); A. Harrison (vice-capt) (Kens.); T. Blinman, W. Bracken, T. Green, G. Giffen, 
A. McMichael (capt), J. Pollock, L. Suhard, J. Traynor, J.E. Woods (Norw.); R. Absalom, M. Considine, R. Coonan, 
K. Kennedy, B. Mehrtens (Sth. Adel.); A.M. Pettinger (Sth. Park); W. Davis, G. Downs (Vicn)
Senior
Albert Park  0
St Kilda  1
(South Melbourne CG)
Goals
St Kilda: Unknown
Carlton  2
Canning & Battery (25)  0
(PO)
Goals
Carlton: Jas. Rickards, Page
Geelong 2.15 3.20
Essendon 1.0 2.4 
(CO; Att: 1,200)
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Best
Geelong: Watson, J. Wilson, J. Watt, Noble, Hall, W. Wilson, Sharp
Goals
Geelong: Christey, A. Kirk, Stiffe
Essendon: Goding 2
Tuesday July 8
Ballarat Combined*  0.5 0.7
South Australia  (0) 0.2
(WOB; Att: 350)
*Included players from Maryborough
Best
Ballarat: Kirby, Cooper, Chalmers, MacGregor, Cass, Veitch, Tootle
SA: Harrison, Pollock, Turner, Traynor, Blinman, McMichael, Considine
July 12
Carlton 0.4 1.5
Melbourne 1.5 1.17
(EMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Murphy, Coventry, Gardiner, Robertson
Melbourne: E. Longden, Downes, F. Baker, McKenzie, Bennie, Simson
How to unravel the premiers
Geelong was all over Essendon in the first half of this game. This led to some complacency as most of 
Geelong’s players drifted into their forward half, an over commitment that Essendon exploited. A local 
journalist explained: 
A fatal mistake was then made by Geelong, the back men were brought nearly to the centre, and 
the Essendon goal sneaks [were] left to themselves. In a moment Ryan [Essendon’s captain] noticed 
his chance, and urged the Essendons to play carefully … P.G. McShane … skilfully eluded the 
centre players, sent the ball to Goding and the first goal was kicked. 
Geelong Advertiser, 7/7/1879
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Goals
Carlton: Ford
Melbourne: Sillett
Essendon (0) 0
South Melbourne (0) 1
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Hughes, James, McShane, Watt
South Melbourne: Hutton, Gibson, Petrie, Carlyle
Goal
South Melbourne: Hutton
Hotham  1
Hotham Hill (25) (0) 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Nash, Fuhrhop, O’Brien, Ley, Paterson, Bruce, Kirwan
Goal
Hotham: Nash
St Kilda  1
West Melbourne  5
(St K P.)
Best
St Kilda: Pierce, Terry, Riddell
West Melbourne:  Beeching, Browning, Rannard, Cussen, Prior, Pullen
Goals
St Kilda: Unknown
West Melbourne:  Beeching 2, Browning, Cody, Rannard
July 19
Albert Park  5.15
Maryborough  1.3
(South Melbourne CG)
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Goals
Albert Park: Minchin 2, Young, G. Slatter, Keeshan
Maryborough: Unknown
Carlton (1) 10
Essendon (1) 1
(PO; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Carlton: Gunn (bog), Coulthard, Goer, G. Robertson, Coventry
Essendon: James, Goding, Hughes, Miller, Chadwick, Ryan, McShane
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 3, Gunn 3, Jno. Rickards 2, Ford, Murphy
Essendon: E. Miller
Hotham 0.5 0*
West Melbourne 0.2 0
(RPB; Att: 1,000)
*A dispute over a goal (by R. Sutcliffe) for Hotham. Game declared a draw by the VFA. 
Melbourne (3) 5
East Melbourne (1) 1
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Bennie, Baker, E. Longden, Sandilands, McKenzie
East Melbourne:  Donaldson, MacGregor, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, Cooke
Goals
Melbourne: McDonald 2, McKenzie, Bennie, Lempriere
East Melbourne:  Tindale
Busting to play for the seconds
Hotham had a bad day against West Melbourne at Royal Park. It had to settle for a draw and might have done 
better if regular follower Billy McLean hadn’t opted to play for the seconds instead of the firsts. His desire to 
travel got the better of him and he joined the seconds side that went to Seymour to play a local combination.
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Geelong - Adelaide Tour
July 26
Carlton 1. 3 1
East Melbourne (25) (1) 1
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Ford, Goer, Murphy, Gardiner, Smith, Barrass
East Melbourne:  Allan, Adamson, Champion, Occlestone, Tindale
Goals
Carlton: Ford
East Melbourne:  Murray
Maryborough 0.1 0.1
Hotham 1. 3 3.12
(PP, Marybgh.)
Best
Maryborough: Murphy, Keenan, Casey, O’Leary
Hotham: Ley, Robertson, Bruce, Fuhrhop, O’Brien, Medway
Goals
Hotham: Taylor, O’Brien, R. Sutcliffe
Melbourne 2.21 4.32
Williamstown 0.1 0.2
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: E. Longden, W. Longden, Bennie, Sandilands, Swyer
Williamstown: McCallum, Scott, Conroy, Burke, Monteith, Kilgour
Goals
Melbourne: McDonald 2, Sillett, Boys
South Melbourne  2
South Yarra Standard (25)  0
(AP)
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Goals
South Melbourne: Carlyle, Wells
St Kilda  1
Hawthorn  3
(St K. P.)
Goals
St Kilda: Pilley
Hawthorn: Whitney, E. Crawford, F. Boys
West Melbourne (0) 0
Albert Park (0) 0
(EMCG; Att: 500-2,000)
Best
West Melbourne:  Barnes, Rannard, Cussen, Yates
Albert Park: Waine, Thomas, Latchford, Young
Geelong - Adelaide Tour
Specs needed for the goal ump
Melbourne scored four goals against juniors Williamstown on July 26, but should have had many more. It was 
reported that Melbourne peppered the goals, but the Williamstown goal umpire, due to 
some ocular defect … reduced the number of goals awarded as compared with those kicked to 
about a half ... A visit to the oculist before the next match he operates upon might adjust matters.
Australasian, 2/8/1879 
A near-sighted goal umpire also appeared earlier in the season when Essendon visited Castlemaine. During 
this game the Dons kicked two goals and 
the matter of another five goals or so, but the goal umpire was troubled with obliquity of vision, 
and would not see them. Verily, a game may have its drawbacks!
Australasian, 31/5/1879
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Ladder at the end of July
 p w d l f a
Geelong 10 10 0 0 33 7
South Melbourne 11 10 0 1 25 3
West Melbourne 10 7 2 1 15 5
Carlton 13 9 2 2 47 7
Hotham 10 6 2 2 14 6
Melbourne 11 6 3 3 34 19
Albert Park 12 6 2 4 24 11
St Kilda  9 4 1 4 11 14
Essendon 11 3 3 5 21 23
Leading Goal kickers
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  11
A. Christey (Geel.) 10
P. Gunn (Carl.)  8
J. Fullarton (SM)  7
August 2
Geelong 1.14 2.26
South Melbourne 0.1 0.3
(CO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Pearson, Watson, Fairbairn, Thomson
South Melbourne: Hutton, Kellett, Gibson, Gibb, Spain
Goals
Geelong: Sandilands, Douglass
Melbourne 3.8  5.8
Hotham 1.1 2.8
(MCG; Att: 4-5,000)
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Best
Melbourne: E. Longden, McKenzie, Lamrock, F. Baker, Bennie, Boys
Hotham: Walker, Ley, Robertson, O’Brien, Young, O’Neill, Nash
Goals
Melbourne: McDonald 2, McKenzie 2, Sillett
Hotham: Ley, Walker
St Kilda (0) 0
Carlton (0) 2
(St K. P.)
Best
St Kilda: Brown, Lorraine, Meaney, Budd
Carlton: Frayne, Gunn, Gardiner, Goer
Goals
Carlton: Gunn, Jas. Rickards
West Melbourne 1.1 1.3
Essendon 0.5 1.8
(EMCG)
Best
West Melbourne:  Cussen, Rannard, Barnes, Dixon, Greenaway
Essendon: James, Hughes, Powell, Chadwick, W. Ryan
Goals
West Melbourne:  Unknown
Essendon: E. Miller
Albert Park v. Hotham United (SMCG) Not played
Tuesday August 5 (Night)
Collingwood Artillery 0 0
East Melb. Volunteers 1.5 2.8
(MCG; Att: 12,000)
Best
C’wood Artillery:  Clark, McNicol, Smith, Young
EM Volunteers:  Taylor, Occlestone, Rainsford, Fenton, Goodwin 
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Goals
EM Volunteers:  Rainsford, Goodwin
August 9
Carlton  6
West Melbourne  1
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Goer, Frayne, Smith, Gunn
West Melbourne:  Rannard, Barnes, Cussen, Douglas, Brendell
Goals
Carlton: Brookes 2, Henry, Kelly, Goer, Jas. Rickards
West Melbourne:  Trott
Essendon (2) 2 
Hotham (0) 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Hughes, Goding, Powell, Simpson, Bryant, Martin
Hotham: Walker, Green, Sutcliffe, Paterson, Nash, O’Neill
Goals
Essendon: Carter, Goding
Melbourne 0.5 1.7
Geelong 5.6 8.14
(MCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Melbourne: W. Sandilands, Boys, Swyer, McKenzie, Crohan, Bennie
Geelong: J. Wilson, Fairbairn, Watson, Douglass, Hall, Sandilands
Goals
Melbourne: Booth
Geelong: Fairbairn 2, Watt 2, Douglass, Watson, Stiffe, Christey
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South Melbourne v. St Kilda (AP) Not Played*
*Only two St Kilda players turned up for this match.
Wednesday August 13 (Night)
Carlton (16) (2) 3
Melbourne (16) (0) 1*
(MCG; Att: 7,000)
*Non-premiership match. The Age reported a 3-0 win to Carlton. 
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Brookes
August 16
Albert Park  1
South Yarra Standard  0
(APG)
Goals
Albert Park: Hopkinson
Essendon 0.0 0.3 
Carlton 3.2 3.3
(FH)       
Best
Essendon: James, Hughes, Chadwick, McShane, Bryant, Goding
Carlton: Coulthard, G. Robertson, J. Robertson, Barrass, Goer
Goals
Carlton: Henry, Kennedy, Coulthard
Geelong  1.12*
West Melbourne  0.0
(CO; Att: 500)
*Game ended early due to rain. Both clubs agreed that in case of rain the match would be called a draw.
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Watson, Stiffe, Smith, Fairbairn
West Melbourne:  Douglas, Thewlis, Cussen, Beeching, Rannard, Barnes
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Goals
Geelong: Reid
Hawthorn  1
St Kilda  1
(Haw.)
Goals
Hawthorn: Unknown
St Kilda: Unknown
Hotham  0*
East Melbourne  0
(RPB)
*Abandoned at half time because of rain.
Hotham United  0
South Melbourne  1.14
(RP)
More Tips from The Footballer – “Training” & “The Player – His Qualifications”
Carlton secretary T.P. Power offered some advice on the finer points of the game: 
TRAINING ... judicious training, by which I mean abstinence from the food and habits which 
are injurious to the wind and general powers of endurance … There is no occasion, or rather 
no absolute necessity, for submitting to a rigid course of training, but a little self-denial must be 
exercised. 
THE PLAYER – HIS QUALIFICATIONS. A first-class player must possess the following qualities, not 
very common it may be observed, in combination. Speed above the average … Good wind and 
endurance; a fair weight … A combination of steady courage and dash, the characteristics, by the 
way, of the British soldier; dogged perseverance; untiring pertinacity; an evenly-balanced temper; 
enthusiasm; unflagging attention to the game while in progress; intelligent appreciation of the 
intention and spirit of the game; readiness to obey, but ability to command; considerable practical 
experience; and finally, and as a sina quâ non, finished skill in the practice of the game. 
The Footballer 1879, pp. 16-17
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Goal
South Melbourne: Spain 
August 23
Albert Park (3) 4.10
East Melbourne (0) 1.2
(APG)
Best
Albert Park: Thomas, Young, Waine, Rosser, Rutherford
East Melbourne:  Adamson, Champion, Dunne, Spear, Cooper, Tindale
Goals
Albert Park: Swift, Minchin, G. Slatter, E. Slatter
East Melbourne:  MacGregor
Geelong 2.5 7.17
Hotham 0.3 0.5
(CO; Att: 1,000)
*The Geelong Advertiser refused to name Hotham’s best as the correspondent believed that this team had played unfairly.
Best
Geelong: Noble, Fairbairn, Sandilands, Stephen, Watt, Stiffe
Hotham: Not named*
Goals
Geelong: Noble 3, Douglass 2, Watt, Fairbairn
Melbourne 0.3 2.4
Carlton 0.6 1.10
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Melbourne: Sandilands, Power, E. Longden, Simson, Lamrock, Boys
Carlton: Murphy, Frayne, Gardiner, Goer, Robertson, Monie
Goals
Melbourne: J.M. McDonald 2
Carlton: Jno. Rickards
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West Melbourne  4
Hotham United  2
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne:  Pullen, Thomson, Wicks, Thewlis, Cussen, Conway
Hotham United:  Crosbie, Nairn, Bailey, Badcock
Goals
West Melbourne:  Pullen 2, Thomson, Wicks
Hotham United: Unknown
Williamstown (0) 0
South Melbourne  3
(GR)
Goals
South Melbourne: Spain 2, Crowl
August 30
Carlton  6
Hotham Hill (25)  1
(PO)
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 3, Smith, Frayne, Henry
Hotham Hill: Unknown
Essendon 1.5 2.8 
Melbourne 0.3 1.9
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Hughes, Carter, Bryant, James, Litchfield, Graham, Lacey
Melbourne: McKenzie, E. Longden, Simson, Bennie, McKie, Downes
Goals
Essendon: Goding, W. Ryan
Melbourne: Swanson
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Hotham (0) 0
Albert Park (0) 0
(RPB; Att: 1,500)
Best
Hotham: Green, Walker, Nash, Byrne, Gardiner
West Melbourne 0.5 1.8
South Melbourne 0.1 0.2
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne:  Barnes (bog), Cussen, Thewlis
South Melbourne: Gibson, Kellett, Addison, D. Robertson, A. Robertson
Goal
West Melbourne: Barnes
Ladder at the end of August
 p w d l f a
Geelong 14 13 1 0 51 8
West Melbourne 15 9 4 2 22 15
Carlton 18 13 2 3 65 11
South Melbourne 15 12 0 3 29 6
Albert Park 15 8 3 4 29 12
Melbourne 15 8 3 5 43 32
Hotham 15 6 4 5 16 20
St Kilda 11 4 2 5 12 17
Essendon 15 5 4 6 26 28
Leading Goal kickers
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  15
A. Christey (Geel.) 11
P. Gunn (Carl.)  9
E. Brookes (Carl.)  8
J.M. McDonald (Melb.) 8
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September 6
Ballarat (Assoc’d) 0.2 1. 3
Geelong 2.8 5.13
(Ball. Res.; Att: 3,200)
Best
Ballarat: Chalmers, Cooper, Kirby, Sparrow, Lyons
Geelong: Manifold, A. Robertson, Fairbairn, Stephen, Noble
Goals
Ballarat: A. Henderson
Geelong: Thomson 2, Christey, Stiffe, Fairbairn
Carlton 1.4 1.12
Albert Park 0.5 0.6
(PO; Att: 5,000)
Best
Carlton: Smith, Murphy, Barrass, Frayne, Coulthard, J. Robertson
Albert Park: Young, Waine, Latchford, Rosser, O’Shea
Goal
Carlton: Henry
Hawthorn (25)  2.5
Essendon  2.8
(Haw.)
Goals
Hawthorn: Unknown
Essendon: Unknown
Melbourne (3) 5
West Melbourne (0) 1
(Melb. Gr; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Melbourne: E. Longden, McDonald, McKenzie, Sillett, Bennie
West Melbourne: Cussen (bog), Rannard, Barnes, Douglas, Conway
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Goals
Melbourne: McDonald 3, Lempriere, Oakley
West Melbourne: Pullen
South Melbourne 1.3 1. 6
Hotham 0.3 0. 9
(AP; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Hutton, Gibson, Robertson, Baragwanath, Fullarton
Hotham: Nash, Gardiner, Green, O’Brien, Fuhrhop, Sutcliffe
Goal
South Melbourne: Fullarton
St Kilda v. East Melbourne  Not played*
*St Kilda was close to disbanding so could not fulfill this fixture. The club disbanded on September 13.
September 13
Essendon  2 
East Melbourne  0
(FH)
Goals
Essendon: Hughes, James
Geelong 2.6 5.13
Carlton 0.4 1.11
(CO; Att: 4-7,000)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson (bog), Christey, Pearson, Douglass, Watson, Sharpe
Carlton: Coulthard, Monie, G. Robertson, Coventry, Goer, Murphy
Goals
Geelong: Christey 2, Douglass, Fairbairn, Stiffe
Carlton: Gunn
Melbourne 2.4 2
Albert Park 0.4 3
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 5,000)
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Best
Melbourne: C. Baker, F. Baker, McKenzie, McKie
Albert Park: Minchin, Latchford, Waine, Young
Goals
Melbourne: Crohan, McKenzie
Albert Park: Minchin 3
South Melbourne  4
Chilwell (Geelong)  0
(AP)
*These goal kickers derived from end of season figures. Goal scorers not named in match reports. Crowl may have also kicked a goal.
Goals
South Melbourne: Spain, Beresford, Wells, C. Kellett*
West Melbourne  1
Metropolitan (25)  0
(RP)
Goal
West Melbourne: Unknown
When men were men and not horses
In 1909 it was reported: 
The veteran looks with scorn today at all these training operations, and says: ‘We were just as good 
in our day as these men, and we went in for none of this nonsense. We played on open grounds, 
where there was more gravel than grass, and when you had to play without anyone to rub you 
down, and were glad to be able to walk home after the match.’ It is told of the famous Geelong 
player, George Watson, that the first time a trainer was introduced into the Geelong dressing-room 
and said, ‘Do you want a “rub-down” Mr. Watson?’ his eyes flashed as he replied, ‘Don’t you lay a 
finger on me. No man has ever handled me yet, and I am not going to begin now. I’m not a horse, 
to be groomed with curry-comb and dandy brush’.
The Mercury (Hobart), 23/6/1909
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September 20
Carlton 2.6 7.10
South Melbourne 0.0 0.0
(PO; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, G. Robertson, Gunn, Kelly, Jas. Rickards
South Melbourne: Gibson, Addison, Newman, Petrie, Baragwanath, Hutton
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 4, Gunn 2, Nudd
Melbourne (5) 7
Hotham (2) 3
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken (bog), Smart, Lucas, F. Baker, Swyer, McKenzie
Hotham: Fuhrhop, Paterson, Bruce, Green, Robertson
Goals
Melbourne: Lempriere 2, Sillett, Crohan, C. Baker, Lucas, Aitken
Hotham: Neely, Nash, R. Sutcliffe
West Melbourne  4
East Melbourne  1
(RP)
Goals
West Melbourne: Barnes 3, Wicks
East Melbourne: MacGregor
Albert Park v. Essendon Not played*
*Essendon refused to play Albert Park because its ground was unenclosed.
Thursday September 25
Melbourne 1.4   1.11
Nth-Eastern Dist. (25)  0.3 0.3
(Melb. Gr.)
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Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Baker, E. Longden, Swyer
Nth-Eastern District: McLean, Hudson, Delaney, Brooks
Goal
Melbourne: E. Longden
September 27
Carlton v. Melbourne (PO)   Not played*
*Match abandoned due to disputes.
West Melbourne v. Albert Park (RP) Not played
October 4
Carlton  (3) 8
West Melbourne (0) 1
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard (bog), Gunn, Frayne, Murphy, Wilson
West Melbourne: Barnes, Cussen, Thewlis, Greenaway, Smith
Goals
Carlton: Turnbull 3, Coulthard 2, Hatch, Nudd, Jas. Rickards
West Melbourne: Barnes
1879 season review
SENIOR LADDER
 p w d l f a
Geelong 16 15 1 0 61 10
Carlton 22 16 2 4 82 17
South Melbourne 18 14 0 4 35 13
Melbourne 20 11 3 6 58 39
West Melbourne 19 11 4 4 29 29
Albert Park 17 9 3 5 32 15
Essendon 17 6 5 6 30 30
Hotham 17 6 4 7 19 28
St Kilda 11 4 2 5 12 17*  
*Disbanded in September.
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CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
The best:   G. Coulthard (Carl.) 
Next best:   A. Ley (Hoth.), G. Watson (Geel.), W. Goer (Carl.)
Best followers:  G. Coulthard, G. Robertson, B. Murphy (Carl.)
  E. Longden, M. McKenzie (Melb.); D. Rannard, E. Barnes (WM)
  E. Powell, J.F. James (Ess.)
Best backs:  J. Gibson (SM), J. Wilson (Geel.)
  H. Downes (Melb.), C. Thomas (AP)  
Best wings:  W. Sandilands (Melb.), V. Pearson (Geel.), F. Lording (Hoth.) 
  A. Waine (AP), L. Cussen (WM)
Best forwards:  H.P. Douglass (Geel.), S. Fairbairn (Geel.), F.P. Gunn (Carl.) 
  F. Crohan (Melb.), G. O’Neill (Hoth.)
*According to the Australasian
1879 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  13 +5 +3 +0 = 21
A. Christey (Geel.)   6 +2 +1 +5 = 14
F. Gunn (Carl.)  10 +0 +2 +0 = 12
J. M. McDonald (Melb.)    7 +4 +0 +0 = 11
S. Fairbairn (Geel.)   6  +0 +1 +2 = 9
M. Minchin (AP)   4 +3 +2 +0 = 9
E. Brookes (Carl.)   3 +3 +2 +0 = 8
J. Fullarton (SM)   2 +4 +2 +0 = 8
J. Henry (Carl.)   3 +5 +0 +0 = 8
T. Lempriere (Melb.)   5 +1 +2 +0 = 8
W. Stiffe (Geel.)   4 +0 +1 +3 = 8
*All games: seniors + juniors + country + inter-colonial.
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LEADING JUNIOR RESULTS*
 p w d l f a
East Melbourne 22 7 6 9 30 35
Clifton 20 11 3 6 32 16
Star of Carlton 18 12 6 0 44 7
Toorak 17 7 4 6 35 29
Powlett 18 10 5 3 51 37
South Yarra 17 8 4 5 31 17
Sandridge 13 11 0 2 30 7
Hawthorn 14 1 8 5 16 34
Hotham United 14 3 3 8 10 24
Williamstown 15 4 3 8 19 23
Northcote 15 7 3 5 31 22
Lincoln United 17 6 7 4 16 14
East St Kilda 14 9 2 3 55 5
North Williamstown  15 6 5 4 16 6
Battery United 15 11 3 1 30 6
Rising Sun 14 5 4 4 17 15
SY Standard 13 3 0 10 4 28
*According to The Footballer 1879
Provincial
 p w d l f a
Ballarat 14 8 4 2 17 11
Ballarat Albion Imp. 15 5 5 5 26 14
Ballarat Imperial 12 6 2 4 19 10
Bendigo 14 7 3 4 25 11
Sandhurst 15 3 8 4 12 25
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Geelong Juniors
 p w d l f a
North Geelong 12 8 2 2 36 7
Wanderers 16 4 7 5 17 21
Fern Hill 11 2 6 3 5 18
Geelong Juniors  9 5 1 3 19 11
Geelong West 8 3 3 2 14 9
Geelong East 8 2 3 3 14 15
Chilwell 6 3 1 2 14 8
Clarendon 6 2 3 1 8 6
Criterion 5 2 2 1 3 2
Ashby United 5 2 2 1 5 4
Villiers 5 3 0 2 11 9
Standard 5 0 3 2 3 5
Newtown (Albion) 4 2 2 0 9 1
Young Victorians 4 2 1 1 10 4
Western (Batesford) 4 0 0 4 2 20
Argyle Juniors 3 2 0 1 9 7
United Star 3 1 0 2 7 9
Alberts 3 1 0 2 6 12
Drysdale 3 0 0 3 2 14
Cowie’s Creek 2 1 1 0 5 3
Kardinia (Park)  2 0 0 2 2 8
Sea Breeze 1 1 0 0 6 4
Royal Star 1 0 1 0 1 1
Waverley 1 0 1 0 1 1
Rising Sun 1 0 0 1 0 4
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Inter-colonial results
Geelong: Adelaide Tour
19/7: Victorian Club 0.1 v. Geelong 4.24
21/7: Port Adelaide 0.1 v. Geelong 8.24
22/7: Norwood 0.3 v. Geelong 3.19
24/7: Combined SA 1.3 v. Geelong 4.7
Goal kickers: 
A. Christey 5, W. Stiffe 3, W. de Little 2, S. Fairbairn 2, A. Kirk 2, A. Robertson 2, H.P. Douglass 1, J. Sandilands 1, 
J. Watt 1
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1880
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain:  G. Robertson
Vice Captain: W. Goer
Team: E. Barrass, Black, G. Bragge, E. Brookes, G. Browning, D. Burke, G. Burrowes, G. Coulthard, 
A. Coventry, C. Donovan, A. Ford, R. Frayne, J. Gardiner, A. Goding, W. Goer, P. Gunn, 
J. Henry, T. Maloney, A. McMichael, J. McWilliams, J. Melville, B. Murphy, E. Murphy, C. Nudd, 
H. Nudd, H. O’Donnell, Jas. Rickards, G. Robertson, J. Robertson, G. Smith, W. Sparrow, 
F. Spear, Taylor, J. Turnbull, Tyrell, H. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 G. Coulthard [21], E. Brooks [18], H. Wilson [13], Jas. Rickards [10], G. Browning [3], 
G. Burrowes [3], C. Donovan [3], F. Gunn [3], A. Ford [2], W. Goer [2], E. Barrass [1], 
G. Bragge [1], J. McWilliams [1], T. Maloney [1], B. Murphy [1], C. Nudd [1], H. O’Donnell [1], 
G. Smith [1], W. Sparrow [1], J. Turnbull [1]
New: G. Bragge (Carl. Jun.), D. Burke (Marybgh), G. Browning (WM), G. Burrowes 
(Haw.), C. Donovan (EM), A. Goding (Ess, then to Hoth.), A. McMichael (Norw, 
SA/Carl.), E. Murphy (Marybgh), C. Nudd (Carl. Utd.), E. Powrie (Victy), 
W. Sparrow (Geel.), F. Spear (Haw.)
Departures: R. Frayne (Port Adel, SA, during season), M. Woods (WM)
East Melbourne
Captain: F. Tindale
Vice Captain: H. Dunne
Team: N. Adamson, A. Alexander, C. Alexander, Bragge, Brown, H. Carr, H. Champion, J. Champion, 
E. Cook, Cooke, J. Cooper, Crooke, J. Dickens, R. Donaldson, J. Dougall, W. Douglas, T. Dunn, 
H. Dunne, Fulbrook, J. Grant, Guthridge, M. Hassett, T. Howard, Hutchinson, Jackson, Kaeppel, 
W. Klaus, E.M. MacGregor, T. McGuigan, H. McKay, Moore, Morris, Murray, Norman, F. Oakley, 
Owen, F. Pohlman, Robertson, Rutherford, Sandilands, South, Spear, W. Stembel, G. Strachan, 
F. Tindale, H. Tindale, A. Tuckfield, F. Tuckfield, Webb, E. Westerman, F. Wookey, H. Wookey
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Goal kickers:
 H. Carr [5], F. Tindale [3], H. Champion [2], A. Tuckfield [2], J. Champion [1], H. Dunne [1], 
J. Grant [1], E. MacGregor [1], Morris [1], South [1], F. Tuckfield [1], Wookey [1], Unknown [14]
New: A. Alexander (WMA), C. Alexander (WMA), H. Carr (Powlett/Melb.), J. Dickens 
(Clifton), J. Grant (Hoth. Utd), M. Hassett (Hoth/AP/Hoth.), T. McGuigan (Powlett/
Melb, during season), Rutherford (Powlett), W. Stembel (2nds), A. Tuckfield (WC), 
F. Tuckfield (WC)
Departures: C. Donovan (Carl.), C. Graves (Melb.), W. Gray (SY)
Essendon
Captain: E. Powell
Vice Captain: H. Bryant
Team: Archer, S. Bloomfield, T. Bloomfield, Brown, H. Bryant, J. Carter, P. Carter,  W. Coldham, 
L. Crow, J. Dodd, M. Dowlan, H. Elliott, A. Field, Frayne, R. Gibbs,  A. Graham, J. Graham, 
T. Holmes, F. Hughes, F. James, P. Lacey, A. Lethbridge,  H. Lyon, W. Martin, S. McArthur, 
A. McCracken, D. McDonald, A. McHarg,  F. McIntosh, P.G. McShane, G. Miller, Moore, Moyne, 
A. North, M. O’Meara,  F. Peake, J. Pearce, W. Pitcher, E. Powell, W. Raper, Regan, G. Robinson, 
W. Rogers,  T. Ryan, W. Ryan, W. Simpson, W. Sims, Taggarth, A. Taylor,  A. Walker,  Walls, 
J. Watt, Williams
Goal kickers:
 T. Bloomfield [7], J. Carter [4], F. Hughes [4], H. Lyon [3], G. Miller [3], A. Walker [3], Graham [2], 
A. McHarg [2], P. Carter [1], A. Crow [1], F. James [1], A. McCracken [1], F. McIntosh [1], 
 W. Martin [1], F. Peake [1], W. Pitcher [1], T. Ryan [1], G. Robinson [1], W. Rogers [1]
New: P. Carter (St K), W. Coldham (Melb/St K/MGS), J. Dodd (Keilor), H. Elliott (SC), 
 A. Field (St K), R. Gibbs (St K), T. Holmes (2nds), S. McArthur (Geel/Univ/GC), 
 A. McHarg (2nds), F. McIntosh (2nds), J. Pearce (SC), W. Pitcher (MGS), 
 W. Sims (2nds), A. Taylor (St. K), A. Walker (St K)
Departures: H. Batterbury (WM), A. Goding (Carl.), F. James (Melb, back late June)
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Geelong
Captain: J. Wilson
Vice Captain: A. Austin
Team: N. Atkins, A.T. Austin, Bayley, J. Boyd, R. Broughton, H. Caldwell, A. Christey, F. W. De Little, 
J. Dew, W. Dobbyn, F.M. Douglass, H.P. Douglass, S. Fairbairn, B.W. Hall, W. Johns, R. Kirk, 
T. Manifold, W. Manifold, W. Moffatt, R. Morrison, F. Mulligan, W. Murphy, J. Nicol, W.R. Noble, 
V. Pearson, W. Reid, F. Richardson, A. Robertson, H. Sharpe, J. Shaw, J. Sommers, E. Sparrow, 
G. Steedman, H. Steedman, G. Stephen, W. Stiffe, J. Thompson, F. Thomson, G. Watson, J. Watt, 
C. Wiggins, J. Wilson, W. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 J. Watt [15], H. P. Douglass [11], S. Fairbairn [6], R. Broughton [5], R. Noble [5], W. Wilson [5], 
 J. Boyd [4], N. Atkins [3], W. Murphy [3], J. Shaw [3], G. Watson [3], A. Christey [2], 
 F.W. De Little [2], J. Dew [2], W. Johns [2], J. Thompson [2], H. Steedman [2], V. Pearson [1], 
 A. Robertson [1], G. Steedman [1], G. Stephen [1], F. Thomson [1], J. Wilson [1]
New: N. Atkins (NG), A.T. Austin (1878), J. Boyd (NG), R. Broughton (GGS), 
H. Caldwell (GGS), J. Dew (Chilw.), F.M. Douglass (GGS), G. Jamieson (GWA), 
 W. Johns (Chilw.), T. Manifold (GGS), W. Moffatt (GGS), W. Murphy (Chilw/
Barw), J. Nicol (GC), F. Richardson (GGS), H. Steedman (GWA), 
 J. Thompson (GGS), C. Wiggins (GGS)
Departures: R.D. Booth (Melb.), W. Manifold (Melb.), S. McArthur (Ess.), J. Sandilands (SM), 
 G. Smith (England), W. Stiffe (Kensington, SA, during season)
Hotham
Captain: H. Fuhrhop
Vice Captain: G. Bruce
Team: Amess, J. Bailey, J. Batt, G. Bayley, D. Bickford, Broding, G. Bruce, M. Byrne, J. Carlyle, 
R. Clarke, Cooper, H. Fuhrhop, Fulbrook, J.H. Gardiner, A. Goding, Gordon, Grant, H. Kirwan, 
A. Ley, M. Little, F. Lording, J. Mansfield, W. McLean, G. Medway, D. Morrison, A. Neely, Nudd, 
E.P. O’Brien, G. O’Neill, W. O’Shea, J. Owens, R. Paterson, J. Patterson, C. Pattison, J. Robertson, 
D. Rohan, J. Shaw, A/R.S. Sutcliffe, J. Tankard, E. Taylor, C. Tomlins, F. Waldron, J. Walker
Goal kickers:
 G. Bayley [5], A. Neely [5], C. Tomlins [3], J. Walker [3], A. Goding [2], J. Bailey [1] Cooper [1], 
 H. Fuhrhop [1], J.H. Gardiner [1], M. Little [1], F. Lording [1], G. Medway [1], E.P. O’Brien [1], 
J. Owens [1], C. Pattison [1], Sutcliffe [1], F. Waldron [1]
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New: J. Batt (Brunsw.), G. Bayley (Hoth. Utd), D. Bickford (Hoth. Utd), J. Carlyle (SM 
during season/Ess/Hoth. Utd), R. Clarke (Hoth. Alb.), A. Goding (Carl, during 
season), Grant (Hoth. Utd), M. Little (Hoth. Un.), J. Mansfield (Coburg), W. O’Shea 
(Hoth. Un.), J. Owens (Hoth. Utd), D. Rohan (Hoth. Utd), J. Tankard (Hoth. Utd, 
during season), F. Waldron (Melb/AP/Carl. Imp.)
Departures: SM M. Hassett (EM), T. Nash (Melb.), J. Watson (Melb.), A. Young (Melb.)
Melbourne
Captain: J. Bennie
Vice Captain: F. Baker
Team: J. Adams, D. Aitken, C. Baker, F. Baker, Jas. Bennie, J. Booth, R. Booth, W. Boys, J. Chuck, 
C. Cock, F. Crohan, E. Darlot, H. Downes, C. Franks, J. Graves, W. Henderson, A. Hill, 
A. Hopkins, F. James, S. Lamrock, T. Lempriere, E. Longden, W. Longden, J. Lucas, W. Manifold, 
Jas. McDonald, Jno. McDonald, McGivern, M. McKenzie, A. McKie, J. McKie, G. Meader, 
W. Moffatt, T. Nash, A. Oliver, F. Power, L. Roberts, P. Serjeant, R. Sibley, R. Sillett, E. Silvester, 
R. Simson, E. Smart, C. Swyer, J. Watson, A. Young
Goal kickers:
 J.M. McDonald [7], M. McKenzie [7], F. Baker [5], R. Booth [5], D. Aitken [4], W. Roberts [4], 
 A. Young [3], W. Longden [2], T. Nash [2], A. Hopkins [1], E. Longden [1], F. Power [1], 
 R. Simson [1]
New: J. Adams (SC/MGS), R. Booth (Geel.), J. Graves (EM), A. Hopkins (Toorak/St. K), 
F. James (Ess, back to later in season), W. Manifold (Geel.), G. Meader (Haw.), 
T. Nash (Hoth/Carl/AP/Carl. Imp.), A. Oliver (MGS), W. Roberts (Haw/MGS), 
R. Sibley (Echuca), E. Silvester (Hamilton), J. Watson (Hoth/Brunsw.), A. Young 
(Hoth.)
Departures: J.V. Cook (Newtown, Tas.), W. Sandilands (SM), F. Waldron (Hoth.)
South Melbourne* 
*After amalgamation with Albert Park.
Captain: J. Gibson
Vice Captain: C. Thomas
Team: W. Addison, C. Brown, J. Carlyle, J. Crowl, J. Fitzpatrick, J. Fullarton, J. Gibb, J. Gibson, 
R. Gilchrist, H. Griffiths, C. Haines, Hamer, W. Hopkinson, T. Horan, R. Hutton, Jefferson, 
P. Keeshan, C. Kellett, Kelly, H. Latchford, W. Lorraine, G. Major, M. Minchin, W. Moad, 
A. Petrie, D. Robertson, C. Rosser, H. Rosser, J. Rosser, F. Sandilands, J. Sandilands, 
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T. Sandilands, W. Sandilands, E. Slatter, F. Slatter, G. Slatter, J. Spain, C. Thomas, A. Waine, 
W. Wells, J. Young
Goal kickers:
 M. Minchin [9], H. Rosser [8], G. Slatter [6], R. Hutton [5], W. Wells [4], C. Haines [4], 
 H. Latchford [3], J. Spain [2], C. Kellett [2], J. Young [2], W. Addison [1], J. Fitzpatrick [1], 
 J. Fullarton [1], J. Gibson [1], W. Lorraine [1], A. Petrie [1], J. Sandilands [1]
New: J. Fitzpatrick, C. Haines, W. Hopkinson, T. Horan, P. Keeshan, H. Latchford, 
W. Lorraine, M. Minchin, C. Rosser, H. Rosser, J. Rosser, E. Slatter, G. Slatter, 
C. Thomas, A. Waine, J. Young (all AP), R. Gilchrist (2nds), H. Griffiths (MGS), 
J. Sandilands (Geel/AP, August)
Departures: J. Carlyle (Hoth), J. Baragwanath (RS), L. Bracken (Norw, SA)
West Melbourne
Captain: P. Douglas
Team: E. Barnes, H. Batterbury, T. Beeching, D. Burke, Burns, J. Callaghan, J. Chambers, B. Clarke, 
J. Coady, F. Conway, Crosbie, Cunningham, Davidson, F. Dixon, P. Douglas, J. Fitzgerald, 
J. Fulton, Gibley, W. Greenaway, J. Johnson, H. Kirwan, C. Lampard, J. Lewis, C. Loft, 
J. Manderson, McKenzie, H. Medway, Parsons, Pettigrew, A. Pullen, D. Rannard, Jno. Rickards, 
Robertson, Robertson, Sandilands, M. Smith, J.S. Thewlis, W. Thompson, G. Trott, Watson, Wells, 
J. Wicks, M. Woods, R. Yates
Goal kickers:
 E. Barnes [5], F. Dixon [2], B. Clarke [1], J. Cody [1], Gibley [1], W. Greenaway [1], J. Lewis [1], 
Pettigrew [1], A. Pullen [1], J. Wicks [1], Unknown [3]
Substitutes: D. Burke & Jno. Rickards (Carl.) played as subs v. Geel. 18/9;  C. Loft & 
Sandilands (AP) played as subs v. SM 30/5.
New: H. Batterbury (Ess/Melb/Clifton), Burns (Ball.), H. Kirwan (Hoth/WM), C. Lampard 
(AP), H. Medway (Hoth.), M. Woods (Carl/WM)
Departures: E. Brendell (Haw.), G. Browning (Carl.), L. Cussen (Inglew.)
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School Clubs:
University
Captain: W. Melville
Vice Captain: M. McKenzie
Team: W. Bayles, A. Brodie, H. Bryant, B. Champion, F. Clendinnen, W. Coldham, W. Cutts, J. Downes, 
Forbes, J. Fullarton, F. James, Learmouth, F. Longden, S. McArthur, T. McGuigan, McKay, 
M. McKenzie, W. Melville, J. Montgomery, W. Roberts, A. Robertson, W. Rogers, E. Ryan, Shuter, 
R. Sibley, W. Stephens, H. Syme, Syme, J. Taylor, Vaughan, Wingrove
Junior Clubs:
Albert Park District:  Albion, Anderson, Armadale, Canterbury, Capel United, Cardigan, Clarendon, Emerald 
Hill Albion, Melrose Union, Napier, Oxford, Railway United, Rising Sun, Young 
Victoria
Carlton District:  Carlton Juniors, Carlton United, Carlton Zingari, Clyde, Faraday Union, North Carlton, 
North Star United, South Carlton, Star of Carlton, Stockade Union, Waverley
Collingwood District: Abbotsford Union, Britannia, Clifton, Collingwood Imperial, George Street United, 
Oxford Union, Star of Collingwood, Studley
East Melbourne District:  Darling, East Melbourne Alberts, Eastern Hill, Powlett
Fitzroy District:  Fitzroy, Fitzroy Alma, Fitzroy Imperial, Fitzroy Juniors, Gertrude, Rainbow
Hawthorn District:  Boroondara, Evansdale, Hawthorn, Hawthorn United, Kew Juniors
North Melbourne District:  Courtney, Hotham Alberts, Hotham Alma, Hotham Hill, Hotham Oval, Hotham Union, 
Hotham United, Kensington Imperial, Metropolitan Artillery, Royal Park, Victory
Port Melbourne District: Alma, Sandridge, Sandridge Juniors, Sandridge United
Prahran/South Yarra District:  Domain United, Fawkner Park, Hawksburn, Southern, South Yarra, Toorak
Richmond District:  Apsley, Cremorne, Elmgrove, Jolimont, Richmond Alma, Richmond Albion, Richmond 
Oval, Richmond Union, Richmond Victory, Rising Star United, South Richmond, 
Surrey, Vaucluse, Vaucluse Juniors, Warwick, Yarra Park
St Kilda District:  Brighton, East St Kilda, Elwood, St Kilda, St Kilda Alma, St Kilda Esplanade, St Kilda 
Park, Wanderers
Williamstown District:  Battery United, North Williamstown, Williamstown
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Geelong & Major Provincial Clubs:
Geelong: Allanvale, Ashby United, Bay View, Chilwell United, Clarendon, Criterion, Eastern 
Star, East Geelong, Fitzroy Juniors (Geelong), Geelong Juniors, Kardinia, Meredith, 
National, Nelson, North Geelong, Royal Standard, Standard, Union, Western, West 
Geelong, Young Victorians
Provincial: Albion Imperial (Ballarat), Ballarat, Ballarat Alberts, Ballarat Reform, Ballarat 
Wanderers, Bendigo, Sandhurst
Other Junior clubs: 
Balmoral, Berwick & Harkaway United, Brunswick, Bulls, Caledonians, Calithumpians, Central, City, Coburg, 
Dandenong, East Brunswick, Excelsior, Heidelberg, Latrobe Union, Melbourne Juniors, Metropolitan, Metropolitan 
Rifles, Nicholson Union, Northcote, Palmer, Park United, Preston, Prince Imperial (Footscray), Riddell’s Creek, 
Rosedale (Box Hill), South Bourke (Malvern), Stanley, Star of Grosvenor, Star of Yarraville, Sunbury, Sunbury 
Originals, Wadhurst, Western, West Melbourne Alberts, West Melbourne Imperial, Yarra Yarra (could be Yarra Park), 
Young Imperial
Employee Clubs: 
Associated Banks; Banks Bros. Bell & Co.; Beath, Schless & Co.; Civil Service; National Bank; George Robertson & 
Co.; Hobson’s Bay Railway; Medical School; Sands & MacDougall; Victorian Railways
Matches
April 24
East Melbourne (4) 6
Volunteer Corps (23)* (0) 0
(EMCG; Att: 200)
*From 1859 to 1896 teams normally consisted of twenty players. Variations in these numbers are indicated in brackets.
Best
East Melbourne: F. Tindale, C. Alexander, H. Tindale, MacGregor, Dunne
Volunteers: Occlestone, Barnes, Warnecke, Kelly, Thatch, Taylor
Goals
East Melbourne: Carr, A. Tuckfield, Grant, H. Champion, Dunne, South
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Hotham  3
Royal Park (23)  1
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Lording, Shaw
Goals
Hotham: Neely 3
Royal Park: Unknown
May 1
Carlton (2) 5
Star of Carlton (23)  (1) 1
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Wilson, Murphy, Coventry, Frayne
Star of Carlton: Fitzgerald, Reilly, Whelan, Turnbull, O’Donnell
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 5
Star of Carlton: Reilly
Essendon  1.10
South Yarra (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: J. Carter, S. Bloomfield, Ryan, Bryant, Rogers, Watt
South Yarra: Sloman, Stewart, Cumming, Rusden
Goal
Essendon: Lyon
Hotham  1.12
Hotham Union (23)  0. 1
(RPB)
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Best
Hotham: Fuhrhop, Waldron, Shaw, O’Neill, Patterson, Walker
Hotham Union: Wilby, Mark, Little, Rowbottom, Atkins, Lording
Goal
Hotham: Bayley
Melbourne 2. 7 6
Public Schools (23) 0. 1 1
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Nash, McKenzie, Booth, James, Roberts, Smart, Young
Public Schools: McGivern, Brodie, Lewis, Adams, Thomas, Hassett
Goals
Melbourne: McKenzie 3, Jno. McDonald, Roberts, E. Longden
Public Schools: Brodie
Northcote  3. 1
East Melbourne  1. 7
(Northcote)
Best
Northcote: J. Morris, F. Plant, W. Mason, S. Riley
East Melbourne: Tindale, Donaldson, Robertson, Grant, Dunn
Goals
Northcote: H. Hems, F. Plant, J. Morris
East Melbourne: J. Champion
South Melbourne (2) 2
Em’d Hill Jun. (24)* (0) 2
(SMCG)
*This team of players came from local junior clubs Rising Sun and Young Victoria.
Best
South Melbourne: Gibson, Thomas, Young, Kellett
Emerald Hill Jun.: Towns, Fergie, Roy
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Goals
South Melbourne: G. Slatter 2
Emerald Hill Jun.: Vines, Holland
May 8
Carlton 2.14 2.17 
Hotham United (23) 0. 0 0. 2
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Wilson, Murphy, Bragge, Spear, Gunn
Hotham United: Crosbie, Bailey, Craig, Buncle
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard, Gunn
East Melbourne  2
Toorak  0
(RCG)
Best
East Melbourne: Cooper, Alexander, Champion, Dunne, Tindale
Toorak: Wilson, Munro, Syme, Melville, Power, McLennon
Goals
East Melbourne: Carr 2
Essendon 1.18 1.25
Powlett (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(GPE)
Best
Essendon: J. Carter, Hughes, Watt, S. Bloomfield, Powell, Lacey
Powlett: Neave, McGuigan, James, Lempriere
Goal
Essendon: P. Carter
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Hotham  1
Young Victoria (23)  0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: O’Neill, Gardiner, Fuhrhop, Bickford, Shaw, Walker
Goal
Hotham: Bayley
Melbourne (0) 0
South Yarra (23) (0) 0
(MCG; Att: 300)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Swyer, E. Longden, Sibley, Smart
South Yarra: Brooks, Sloman, Stewart, Rusden, Stokes
South Melbourne (2) 4.15 
Sandridge (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Sandridge: Ancliff, Begg, Kennedy
Goals
South Melbourne: Spain, Minchin, G. Slatter, Hutton
Too much mud
Melbourne’s lacklustre effort in its draw against juniors South Yarra was understandable given that it was 
without ‘Nash, Aitken and Booth who deemed it inadvisable to play, as the ground was in such a sloppy 
condition’. 
The Herald, 14/5/1880
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St Kilda  0*
Southern  2
(St K P.)
*This was St Kilda’s only game as a senior club in 1880. After this match it dropped to junior ranks and soon disbanded.
Best
St Kilda: Thompson, Corfield, Budd, Frayne
Southern: E. Coventry, McGill, Searle, Montgomery
Goals
Southern: O’Brien, McKenzie
West Melbourne (1) 4. 7 
Hotham Union (21) (0) 0. 0
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne: Manderson (bog), Wicks, Conway, Barnes
Hotham Union: Lording, Murray
Goals
West Melbourne: Barnes 2, Dixon, Gibley
May 15
Carlton 1. 6 4.11
Clifton (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Browning, Goer, Smith, Gunn
Clifton:  Wedd, Sampson, Pettigrew, Hallam
Goals
Carlton: Brookes 2, Coulthard, Jas. Rickards
Essendon 1. 7 1.20
Sandridge (22) 0. 1 0. 1
(GPE)
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Best
Essendon: Rogers, T. Bloomfield, McShane, S. Bloomfield, Watt
Sandridge: Neylon, Tyrrell, Hennessy, Hill
Goal
Essendon: Rogers 
Geelong 6. 9 9.24
East Geelong (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(Argyle Padd.; Att: 1,000)
Goals
Geelong: Watt 5, Thompson 2, H.P. Douglass, Boyd
Hotham  4
Hotham Hill (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Shaw, Waldron, Pattison, Walker, Sutcliffe, Patterson
Hotham Hill: Hill, Barepark, Todd, Wickham
Goals
Hotham: Tomlins 2, Walker, Owens
Melbourne 0.15 2.24
East Melbourne 0. 1 0. 4
(MCG; Att: 1,000)
Indecency on Glass’s Paddock
Essendon’s F.G. Hughes (later Brigadier-General Hughes) recalled an incident in this match against Sandridge: 
[T]he game was particularly rough. One of the visitors fairly tore the clothes off my back during a 
scrimmage, and to add insult to injury the captain sent for Sergeant Jones and asked him to take me 
into custody, alleging that I was not complying with the laws of decency in appearing on the field 
in such primitive garb. 
The Essendon Gazette, 11/5/1922
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Best
Melbourne: McKenzie (bog), E. Longden, W. Longden, Downes, Nash
East Melbourne: Dunne, Champion, Murray, Dougall, F. Tindale
Goals
Melbourne: Roberts, Young
South Melbourne 1 5.24
Star of Carlton (23)  1 1. 7
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Gibson, Young, Rosser, Thomas, Minchin
Star of Carlton: Whelan, Turnbull, O’Donnell
Goals
South Melbourne: H. Rosser 2, Minchin, Fitzpatrick, Petrie
Star of Carlton: Reilly
West Melbourne  2.21
Metropolitan (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne: Barnes, Wicks, Lampard
Goals
West Melbourne: Barnes 2
May 22
Carlton  6.15
East Melbourne  0. 3
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard (bog), Robertson, Gunn, Goer, Wilson, Bragge
East Melbourne: H. Tindale, F. Tindale, Dunne, Adamson, MacGregor
Goals
Carlton: Gunn, Coulthard, Brookes, Bragge, Browning, Wilson
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Hotham  2
Sandridge (23)  0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: O’Neill, Tomlins, Bayley, Cooper
Goals
Hotham: Tomlins, Bayley
Melbourne 0. 9 5.14 
West Melbourne 1. 1 1. 3
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Nash, E. Longden, Watson, Lamrock, Aitken, Smart
West Melbourne: Pullen, Barnes, Thewlis, Rannard, Manderson
Goals
Melbourne: F. Baker 2, Jno. McDonald, Roberts, Aitken
West Melbourne: Barnes
One of the best sports in the world
“Tom Jones” was in no doubt that Victorian football was the best sport in the world, and asserted: 
I venture to say that now our game for simplicity of style – the rules being so plain, ‘that a man 
though a fool may not err therein’ – absence of unnecessary roughness and the high qualifications 
of fleetness, strength and endurance of body, combined with evenness of temper, and suavity of 
disposition, necessary to ensure much proficiency in a player, will compare favourably with any 
game in the known world. 
The Footballer, 1881, p. 9
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Monday May 24 (Queen’s Birthday)
Ballarat (1) 2
West Melbourne (1) 1
(SP; Att: 800)
Best
Ballarat: Kirby, Cooper, Foley, Sherard
West Melbourne: Barnes, Gidley, Conway, Wicks
Goals
Ballarat: Greenwood, James
West Melbourne: Wicks
Hotham 1.12 1.14
Geelong 0. 3 2.12 
(EMCG; Att: 9-12,000)
Best
Hotham: Walker, Ley, Waldron, Cooper, Gardiner, Bruce, Shaw
Geelong: Watson (bog), Fairbairn, Austin, Douglass, Noble, Stiffe
Goals
Hotham: Walker
Geelong: Thomson, Murphy
Kyneton 0. 0 1. 0
Carlton 6.11 11.21
(Kyneton Racecourse; Att: 5-800)
Best
Kyneton: Thomson, Leech, Field, Croft, Ross
Carlton: Coulthard, Gunn, Burrowes, Bragge, Smith, Brookes
Goals
Kyneton: Robbie
Carlton: Burrowes 3, Brookes 3, Coulthard 2, Smith, McWilliams, 
  Jas. Rickards
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Maryborough 0. 0 0. 0
South Melbourne 7.14 8.20
(PP, Marybgh; Att: 2,000)
Best
Maryborough: Barclay, Page, Morris, O’Leary
South Melbourne: Haines, Gibson, Thomas, Young
Goals
South Melbourne: Hutton 2, Young 2, H. Rosser 2, G. Slatter, Kellett
Sandhurst 0. 4 0. 4
Melbourne 3.12 12.30
(CRS; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Sandhurst: Davis, Moffatt, Pleasants, Buick, Howell, Cordner, Miller
Melbourne: Adams, Watson, Nash, Aitken, Booth, Baker, McKenzie
Goals
Melbourne: R. Booth 5, F. Baker 2, McKenzie 2, Aitken, Power, Roberts 
Albury v. Essendon Not played*
*Essendon could not muster a team.
May 29
Carlton  6 
Toorak (23)  0. 0
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Wilson, Gunn, G. Robertson
Toorak: Clendinning, Bayles, Montgomery, Wilson
Goals
Carlton: Brookes 2, Wilson 2, Coulthard, Ford
Essendon 2. 6 3.12
East Melbourne 0. 1 1. 2
(FH)
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Best
Essendon: McArthur, Bryant, Carter, Hughes, Walker, Watt, Graham
East Melbourne: Dunne, Adamson, Champion, H. Tindale, F. Tindale, McGuigan
Goals
Essendon: J. Carter 2, T. Bloomfield
East Melbourne: A. Tuckfield
Geelong 0. 9 4.19
North Geelong 0. 0 0. 1
(CO; Att: 600)
Best
Geelong: Dew, J. Wilson, Sharp, Douglass, Fairbairn, Murphy
North Geelong: Daltera, Batten, Baker, Collins, Jones, Pike, Friend
Goals
Geelong: Christey 2, Douglass, Murphy
Melbourne 0. 5 1.10 
Hotham 0.11 1.12
(MCG; Att: 5-12,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Booth, Watson, Swyer, Boys, Nash, Lamrock
Hotham: Walker, Robertson, Neely, Batt, Ley, Shaw, Byrne 
Goals
Melbourne: Nash
Hotham: Neely
Looking after the ladies
Geelong did its best to make spectators comfortable at Corio Oval. It was reported: 
Good accommodation was afforded the fair sex who witnessed the match, the grand stand having 
been swept clean, and the seats neatly carpeted, a convenience which was greatly appreciated by 
the ladies who took an interest in the proceedings. 
Geelong Advertiser, 31/5/1880
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South Melbourne 1.11 2.20
West Melbourne 0. 0 0. 1
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young (bog), Gibson, Thomas, Addison, Rosser, Minchin
West Melbourne: Thewlis, Pullen, Barnes, Gidley, Rannard, Thompson
Goals
South Melbourne: Addison, Minchin
Ladder at the end of May
  p w d l f a
Carlton  6 6 0 0 34 2
Essendon  4 4 0 0 6 1
Geelong  3 3 0 0 15 1
South Melbourne  5 4 1 0 21 3
Melbourne  6 4 2 0 26 3
Hotham  7 5 1 1 13 4
West Melbourne  5 2 0 3 8 9
East Melbourne  6 2 0 4 10 14
St Kilda  1 0 0 1 0 2
Leading Goal kickers*
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  11
E. Brookes (Carl.)  8
E. Barnes (WM)  5
R. Booth (Melb.) 5
M. McKenzie (Melb.) 5
J. Watt (Geel.) 5
*All matches
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June 5
Geelong 3.10 4.17
Essendon 0. 2 1. 8
(CO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: Fairbairn (bog), Hall, Douglass, Murphy, Watson, Atkins
Essendon: Carter, Hughes, Bryant, Powell, Walker, McShane, Watt
Goals
Geelong: Fairbairn 2, Watt, Noble
Essendon: Hughes
Hotham (1) 3
East Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Walker, Waldron, Shaw, Ley, Batt, Byrne, Neely, Taylor
East Melbourne: Adamson, Tindale, Dunne, Champion, Murray
Goals
Hotham: Cooper, Neely, Pattison
Melbourne 1. 4 1. 5
Carlton 2. 3 5.12
(MCG; Att: 12-15,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Boys, Adams, W. Longden, F. Baker, Aitken
Carlton: Coulthard (bog), Wilson, Gunn, Bragge, B. Murphy, Frayne
Goals
Melbourne: W. Longden
Carlton: Brookes 3, Coulthard, Wilson
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South Melbourne  1.26
Clifton (23)  0. 1
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Thomas, Gibson, Addison
Clifton: Wedd, Hallam, Lucas
Goal
South Melbourne: Lorraine
June 12
Carlton 2 4.25 
West Melbourne 1. 0 1. 0   
(EMCG; Att: 6-800)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Wilson, Goer, Bragge, O’Donnell, C. Nudd
West Melbourne: Barnes, Thewlis, Fulton, Cody, Douglas, Manderson
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Browning 2
West Melbourne: Cody
Geelong (3) 9.24 
East Melbourne (0) 1. 4
(CO; Att: 700)
Getting to the football and showing the colours
Many spectators who attended the Melbourne v. Carlton match at the MCG availed themselves of the Omnibus 
company that used the Richmond line along Royal Arcade to drop barrackers in front of the park gates every 
two minutes. In amongst the crowd was the ‘youth of the city and suburbs [who] … flocked into town and 
showed their fancy or partisanship by displaying in their buttonholes the colours of their pet team ... The 
ladies, too, mustered in force in the reserve, and wore the dark blue or the red and blue to show their 
preference’. 
The Age, 7/6/1880
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Best
Geelong: H.P. Douglass, Watt, Thompson, Johns, Pearson, Noble
East Melbourne: F. Tindale, Dunne, Dougall, Hassett
Goals
Geelong: Noble 3, H.P. Douglass 2, Dew 2, W. Wilson, Johns
East Melbourne: Carr
Hotham 1. 4 2. 9
Essendon 0. 5 1. 6 
(SMCG)
Best
Hotham: Waldron (bog), Batt, Walker, Gardiner, Ley, Fuhrhop
Essendon: Powell, Watt, McShane, McCracken, Carter
Goals
Hotham: Gardiner, Medway
Essendon: J. Carter
Melbourne 0. 5 0.15
South Melbourne 1. 3 1. 3
(MCG; Att: 5-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: Longden, Watson, Lamrock, Swyer, Silvester, McKenzie
South Melbourne: Young (bog), Thomas, Gibson, Horan, Lorraine, J. Rosser
Goal
South Melbourne: Minchin
Wanting to go on with the business
An ill-tempered match between Melbourne and South Melbourne ended in dramatic fashion. South constantly 
disputed the umpire’s decisions and further trouble erupted when South’s Chris Thomas punched tough 
Melbourne defender “Jammy” Watson after the latter made an offensive remark to him. At the call of time 
Watson wanted revenge for being struck by Thomas, but was talked out of it. He then wanted the police to 
arrest Thomas, but they refused. While this was occurring, South’s players challenged the Melbourne boys to 
fight it out, and in a chaotic finale the crowd rushed the ground.
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June 19
Carlton (2) 4 
Essendon (1) 1
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Wilson, Murphy, Frayne, O’Donnell, Goer
Essendon: Bryant, Hughes, Graham, McShane, Powell, Sims
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard, Goer, Wilson, Ford
Essendon: Walker
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 7
Geelong 1. 7 1. 8
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 10-13,000)
Best
Melbourne: Adams (bog), J. Watson, Nash, Booth, E. Longden, Swyer
Geelong: J. Wilson, Watson, Hall, Noble, H.P. Douglass, Austin
Goals
Melbourne: Jno. McDonald
Geelong: Noble
South Melbourne  5.22
East Melbourne  0. 3
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Horan, Wells, Thomas, Gibson, Addison
East Melbourne: Tindale, Dunne, Robertson, Carr, Champion
Goals
South Melbourne: Wells 2, Latchford, Minchin, G. Slatter
Hotham v. West Melbourne (Hotham Hurling Gr.) Walkover victory*
*Hotham claimed a win after West Melbourne arrived for the match with only fourteen players.
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   355 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
356
1880 Statistics
June 26
Inter-colonial
Carlton 0. 3 1. 6
Norwood 0. 3 1. 5
(EMCG; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Carlton: Goer (bog), Coulthard, Wilson, Frayne, E. Murphy
Norwood: McMichael, Pollock, Green, Morgan, Waldron, Traynor
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard
Norwood: Lowe
Senior
Ballarat 0. 0 0. 2
Hotham 0. 2 0. 3
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Cooper, Henderson, Jackson, Mills, Sherard
Hotham: Gardiner, Ley, Shaw, Batt, Neely
Essendon  4
East Melbourne 0 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Bloomfield, McIntosh, McShane, Walker, Bryant
East Melbourne: Adamson, Owen, Dunne, Champion, Dougall, F. Tindale 
Goals
Essendon: McHarg 2, McIntosh, T. Bloomfield
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Geelong (3) 4.15
South Melbourne (0) 1. 6
(CO; Att: 800)
Best
Geelong: H.P. Douglass (bog), Watson, Thomson, Watt, Atkins, Wilson
South Melbourne: Young, Kellett, Gibson, Addison, Thomas, J. Rosser, Horan
Goals
Geelong: W. Wilson, Pearson, H.P. Douglass, Watson
South Melbourne: Kellett
Melbourne  1. 7 1.11 
Northcote (23) 0. 1 0. 1
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 4,000)
Best
Melbourne: Bennie, Booth, Adams, Aitken, Baker, Power, Watson 
Northcote: Lough, Morris, Plant, Hems, Graham
Goal
Melbourne: Young
Ladder at the end of June
  p w d l f a
Carlton  10 9 1 0 48  6
Geelong   7 6 1 0 33  5
South Melbourne   9 7 1 1 29  7
Hotham   8 6 1 1 15  4
Melbourne  10 5 3 2 29 10
Essendon   8 5 0 3 13 11
West Melbourne   6 2 0 4 9 13
East Melbourne   9 1 0 8 5 35
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Leading Goal kickers*
*All matches
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  16
E. Brookes (Carl.)  11
H.P. Douglass (Geel.) 6
J. Watt (Geel.) 6
Thursday July 1
Melbourne 0. 3 0.10
Norwood 2. 5 2.10
(MCG Gr.; Att: 500-600)
Best
Melbourne: Darlot, Adams, Swyer, E. Longden, McKenzie, R. Booth
Norwood: Pollock, McMichael, Morgan, Waldron, Traynor, Bracken
Goals
Norwood: Bracken, Traynor
July 3
Inter-colonial
Geelong 0.13 1.30
Norwood 0. 0 0. 0
(CO; Att: 1,500-3,000)
Best
Geelong: H.P. Douglass (bog), Watson, J. Wilson, Austin, Pearson
Norwood: Traynor, Frayne, Giffen, Pollock, Waldron, McMichael 
Goal
Geelong: Boyd
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Senior
Carlton  8
Sandridge (23) (0) 0
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Wilson, Coulthard, Goer, Frayne
Sandridge: Tyrell, Malcolm
Goals
Carlton: Wilson 4, Coulthard 2, Brookes, O’Donnell
Melbourne (1) 1.13
Essendon (0) 0. 6
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Melbourne: Watson, Bennie, E. Longden, McKenzie, McKie
Essendon: Rogers, Powell, McShane, Hughes, Graham, Walker
Goal
Melbourne: Jno. McDonald
South Melbourne 0. 8 3.17
Hotham 1. 0 1. 2
(EMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Hopkinson (bog), Thomas, Addison, Young, Horan, Spain 
Hotham: Ley, Fuhrhop, Robertson, Droding, Medway, Patterson
Goals
South Melbourne: Haines 2, Wells
Hotham: Bayley
West Melbourne 0. 4 1. 6
East Melbourne 0. 2 1. 8
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne: Barnes, Douglas, Woods, Pullen, Conway, Cody
East Melbourne: Adamson, Alexander, Champion, Dunne, Grant
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Goals
West Melbourne: Unknown
East Melbourne: H. Champion
Tuesday July 6
Hotham 1. 8 1.15
Norwood 0. 2 0. 5
(EMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Hotham: Robertson, Walker, Patterson, Waldron, Ley, Neely
Norwood: Traynor, Waldron, Giffen, Pollock, Lowe, Frayne, Morgan
Goal
Hotham: Bayley
Thursday July 8
South Melbourne 0. 4 1.10
Norwood 0. 4 1. 4
(EMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Melbourne: J. Rosser, Young, Gibson, Addison, Hopkinson, Latchford
Norwood: Giffen (bog), Traynor, Lowe, Bracken, Morgan, Green
Goals
South Melbourne: Latchford
Norwood: Bracken
July 10
Carlton 1. 4 2. 9
Melbourne 1. 3 2. 8
(EMCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
Carlton: Wilson, Coventry, Bragge, Goer, Gunn, Coulthard
Melbourne: E. Longden, Bennie, Nash, Watson, Adams, Young
Goals
Carlton: Barrass, Brookes
Melbourne: Jno. McDonald, Young
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Essendon 0. 0 1. 0 
South Melbourne 2. 6 2.15
(FH)
Best
Essendon: McShane, Hughes, James, Taggarth, Walls, North
South Melbourne: Spain, Addison, Gibson, Young, Thomas
Goals
Essendon: Hughes
South Melbourne: Hutton, H. Rosser
Ragged little urchins
Melbourne and Carlton played a magnificent game at the East Melbourne CG, and the crowd was at fever 
pitch for most of the afternoon. The barrackers were generally well behaved except for 
the ragged little urchins who hovered round the players all the afternoon, giving directions and 
criticising the play with that freedom of speech which they effect on all public occasions … when 
their favourites gained an advantage or scored a goal they expressed their delight in the wildest 
acrobatic performances, and flinging up their caps in a way that would be reckless had they been 
worth anything.
The Argus, 12/7/1880
Strategies and tactics in 1880
In the match between Essendon and South Melbourne, the red and white employed a precise little marking 
strategy to negate Essendon’s fast and skilful game, which was developed to take advantage of the large 
Flemington ground. South used a possession game to deprive the Dons of opportunities to quickly run the 
ball up the field, which they loved to do. The teams’ differing styles of play was noted. South Melbourne 
belonged to the ‘heavy, determined school … doing the charging and marking line to perfection’, and 
Essendon ‘the light, fast one … doing the dodging and running’. 
Australasian, 17/7/1880
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Geelong 3 8.23 
West Melbourne 0 1. 3 
(CO)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Sharpe, Watson, Hall, Robertson
West Melbourne: Douglas, Thewlis, Pettigrew, Yates, Barnes, Pullen
Goals
Geelong: Boyd 2, Watt 2, Atkins 2, Johns, W. Wilson
West Melbourne: Pettigrew
Hotham  5
East Melbourne (0) 0
(RCG)      
*Hotham goal kickers attributed in accordance with The Footballer’s 1880 end of season goal kicking figures.
Best
Hotham: Ley, Shaw, Batt, Neely
East Melbourne: Tindale, Adamson, Champion, Hassett, Dunne
Goals
Hotham: Goding 2, Bailey, Walker, Little*
July 17
Carlton 3. 8  5.13
Geelong 0. 1  0. 9 
(EMCG; Att: 11-12,000)
Best
Carlton: H. Wilson (bog), G. Robertson, Coulthard, Murphy, Goer
Geelong: Austin, Watson, J. Wilson, Douglass, Johns, Atkins, Hall
Goals
Carlton: H. Wilson 2, Donovan, Sparrow, Brookes
East Melbourne  1
South Yarra  2
(RCG)
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Best
East Melbourne: Champion, Dunne, Oakley, MacGregor, Tindale
South Yarra: Edwards, Knight, Sloman, Stewart, Waters, Rusden
Goals
East Melbourne: F. Tindale
South Yarra: Sloman, Cooper
Essendon 0. 1 0. 3
Hotham 0. 6 0.13
(FH)
Best
Essendon: McShane, McArthur, Carter, Carter, McIntosh
Hotham: Walker, Shaw, Robertson, Fuhrhop, Gardiner
South Melbourne 3. 9 6.15
West Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0
(SMCG)
Goals
South Melbourne: G. Slatter, Haines, Fullarton, Hutton, H. Rosser, Minchin
Melbourne v. Toorak (23) Not played
July 24
Carlton 0. 3 3. 8
South Melbourne 4.10 4.13
(EMCG; Att: 6-8,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, B. Murphy, Frayne, Wilson, Barrass, Goer
South Melbourne: Gibson, Young, H. Rosser, Thomas, Minchin, Addison
Goals
Carlton: Brookes 2, Jas. Rickards
South Melbourne: H. Rosser 2, Latchford, Minchin
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East Melbourne  6. 2
Northcote  1. 8
(RCG)
Best
East Melbourne: Champion, Tindale, Hassett, Tuckfield, MacGregor
Northcote: Plant, Robinson, Morris, Smith
Goals
East Melbourne: Unknown
Northcote: Unknown
Essendon (1) 3
Toorak (23) (1) 1
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Walker, McArthur, McShane, Bryant, Rogers, James
Toorak: Wilson, Hopkins, Taylor, D. Munro, J. Munro, McLellan
Goals
Essendon: A. Graham 2, Martin
Toorak: Bayliss
Geelong 1. 3 4.12 
Hotham  0. 1 0. 5
(CO)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Pearson, Robertson, Thompson, Austin, Sharp
Hotham: Shaw, Batt, Walker, Fuhrhop, Ley, Gardiner, Bruce
Goals
Geelong: Watt, De Little, J. Wilson, Watson
Melbourne v. West Melbourne Not played*
*West Melbourne could not muster a team.
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July 31
Carlton 3.16 5.22
Western District 0. 2 1. 5
(EMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: G. Robertson, Frayne, Nudd, Wilson, Rickards
Western District: Caulder, Learmouth, Learmouth, Lindsay, Bloomfield
Goals
Carlton: Jas. Rickards 3, Coulthard, Wilson
Western District: Gilbert Hamilton
Essendon 1. 4 2. 7 
Geelong 0. 3 2. 7
(FH; Att: 1,500)
Best
Essendon: Carter, McShane, Powell, James, Walker, McArthur
Geelong: J. Wilson (bog), Watson, Austin, Douglass, Fairbairn, Hall
Goals
Essendon: J. Carter, Robinson
Geelong: Shaw 2
Kyneton  5
East Melbourne  0
(Kyneton)
Footy: A much loved game
In “Follower’s” review of the 1880 season he claimed, ‘There is certainly a fascination belonging to the game 
to which causes many a heart – manly and womanly – to throb more wildly while watching the strife, then 
do even those of the players themselves’. 
The Footballer 1880, p. 83
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Melbourne  2
Ballarat  1
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Houston, E. Longden, Aitken, McKenzie, Manifold
Ballarat: Stephens, Cooper, Walker, Sherard, MacGregor
Goals
Melbourne: McKenzie 2
Ballarat: MacGregor
South Melbourne 0.10 0.14
Hotham 0. 0 0. 2
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Gibson, Thomas, Young, Hutton, J. Rosser, Addison
Hotham: Lording, O’Neill, Shaw, Bickford, Ley, Batt
West Melbourne  1
Clifton  0
(RP)
Goal
West Melbourne: Greenaway
The game: An illustration of proceedings
Tom Jones when discussing “The Victorian Game of Football with Hints to Players” described how the game 
was played: 
Let us suppose then the fray fairly begun by kicking off the ball towards the adversaries’ sticks. It 
may drop to earth, but no, it is caught untouched by any one, by a back player who calls ‘Mark!’ 
and is entitled to a free kick; drop place or punt, either of which may be used at all times in the 
game, no one being allowed to come over the spot where he marked, not within five yards in 
any other direction. If, however, he sees the coast clear, not unless, for he loses his free kick 
immediately he goes over the mark, he springs forward, ball in hand, bouncing it every five or six 
yards, until he is almost intercepted, when he kicks it forward, if possible to one of his comrades. 
The Footballer, 1880, p 10
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Ladder at the end of July
  p w d l f a
Carlton  15 12 2 1 71 13
South Melbourne  15 11 3 1 45 16
Geelong  12 9 2 1 48 13
Hotham  14 8 3 3 22 11
Melbourne  14 7 4 3 34 15
Essendon  13 6 2 5 19 17
West Melbourne  10 3 1 6 12 28
East Melbourne  14 2 1 11 13 49
Leading Goal kickers*
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  19
E. Brookes (Carl.)  16
H. Wilson (Carl.)  12
J. Watt (Geel.) 9
H. Rosser (SM)  8
*All matches
Tuesday August 2
Melbourne (2) 3
Western District 0. 1 0
(PO; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Adams, Bennie, Lamrock, McKie, Baker, Downes
Western District: Sylvester, Learmouth, Oakley, Oakley, Lindsay, Skene
Goals
Melbourne: Jno. McDonald 2, Nash
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Thursday August 5
Geelong 2.10 8.24
Western District 0. 1 0. 1
(CO; Att: 700)
Best
Geelong: Broughton, Steedman, Morrison, Watson, Austin, Shaw
Western District: Lindsay, J. Cussens, Learmouth, G. Cussens, Bailey, Mallinson
Goals
Geelong: H. Steedman 2, Broughton 2, Atkins, Watt, Shaw, Fairbairn
August 7
Ballarat 0. 3 0. 4
Carlton 2. 9 6.12
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Henderson, Kirby, Sherard, Jackson, O’Shannessey
Carlton: McMichael, Nudd, O’Donnell, Frayne, Murphy
Goals
Carlton: Jas. Rickards 2, B. Murphy, Brookes, Donovan, Gunn
East Melbourne*  2
Vaucluse (23)  4
(RCG)
*Goals East Melbourne unknown.
Geelong (1) 1.19
North Geelong (23) (2) 2. 2
(CO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: Steedman, J. Wilson, Hall, Broughton, Johns, Sharpe
North Geelong: Collins, McShane, Baker, H. Benmore, H. Pike, Manley
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Goals
Geelong: W. Wilson
North Geelong: McShane, Collins
Hotham  3
Essendon  2  
(EMCG)
Best
Hotham: Lording, O’Neill, Batt, Shaw, Patterson, Fuhrhop
Essendon: Graham, Walker, Hughes, McShane, Bryant, Pitcher
Goals
Hotham: Waldron, Fuhrhop, Sutcliffe
Essendon: Pitcher, Walker
South Melbourne 0. 3 0. 6
Melbourne 0. 3 0.12
(SMCG; Att: 3-6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, J. Rosser, Addison, Gibson, Thomas, Horan, Kellett
Melbourne: E. Longden, Bennie, McKie, McKenzie, Aitken, Manifold
West Melbourne v. Sandridge  (RP) Not played*
*Sandridge couldn’t muster a team.
August 14
Inter-colonial
South Australia 1. 7 2. 9
Victoria 2. 8 5.14
(AO; Att: 4,500)
Best
South Australia: Sidoli, Stiffe, Traynor, Giffen, Brophy, Waldron, Pollock
Victoria: Young, Barnes, Robertson, Carter, Powell, Gibson, Neely
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Goals
South Australia: Stiffe, Brophy
Victoria: Wells 2, Barnes, Hughes, Carter
South Australia Starting 20
W. Osborne, W. Stiffe (Kens.); F. Chapman, R. Coonan, G. Giffen, T. Green, J. Lowe, J. Pollock, 
J. Traynor, A. Waldron (c), E. Woods (Norw.); G. Gliddon, J. Sidoli (Port Adel.); 
R. Absalom (Sth. Adel.); A. Dick, A. Pettinger, J. Stirling (Sth. Park); J. Brophy, A. Frayne, W. Knill (Vicn) 
Victoria Starting 20 
H. Cooper (Ball.); J. Carter, F. Hughes, P.G. McShane, E. Powell, A. Walker (Ess.); A. Ley, A. Neely, 
R. Paterson, Jas. Robertson (v-c), J. Shaw, J. Walker (Hoth.); J. Gibson (c), J. Rosser, C. Thomas, W. Wells, 
J. Young (SM); J.S. Thewlis, E. Barnes, D. Rannard (WM)
Senior
Carlton  3.27
Williamstown (23)  0. 3
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Wilson, McMichael, J. Robertson, Gunn, Coulthard, Goer
Williamstown: Litchfield, Litchfield, Monteith, Hart, Bloomfield
Goals
Carlton: Wilson, Coulthard, C. Nudd
Geelong 3. 9 6.17
Melbourne 0. 4 0. 7
(CO; Att: 3-3,500)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson (bog), Murphy, Douglass, Morrison, Steedman
Melbourne: Aitken, Lamrock, Watson, Downes, E. Longden, McKenzie
Goals
Geelong: Watt 2, Douglass 2, Broughton, Murphy
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Hotham 0.11 0
Hotham Utd* (23) 0. 4 0
(RPB)
*Australasian end of season review referred to this game as Hotham v. “Alberts”.
Best
Hotham: Bayley (bog), Lording, Bickford, Morrison, Amess, Little
Hotham United: Bailey, Crosbie, Broom, Buncle, Drysdale, Adams, Hagan
South Melbourne 2 3.16
Essendon 0. 3 1. 6 
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Haines, Minchin, Rosser, Sandilands, Addison, Griffiths
Essendon: Bryant, Pitcher, McArthur, Martin, Graham, James, Carter
Goals
South Melbourne: Minchin, Sandilands, Haines
Essendon: Peake
West Melbourne  2
East Melbourne  1
(RP)
Goals
West Melbourne: Pullen, Dixon
East Melbourne: F. Tindale
Tuesday August 17
University  0. 3
Scotch College (23)  1.11
(PO)
Best
University: Robertson, Rogers, Ryan, James, McArthur
Scotch College: Aitken, Aitken, Hope, Elliott, McLeod, Adams
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Goal
Scotch College: Brodie
Wednesday August 18
Inter-colonial
SA Native Born (23) 0. 2 1. 6
Victoria 0.10 5.18
(AO; Att: 1,500)
Best
SA Born: Blinman, Coonan, Pettinger, Morgan, J.E. Woods
Victoria: Young, Thewlis, Rosser, Hughes, Barnes, Carter, Shaw
Goals
SA Born: Reilly
Victoria: Carter 3, Wells 2
South Australian Born Starting 23*
W. Stiffe (Kens.); T. Blinman, R. Coonan, G. Giffen, J. Lowe, J. Pollock, J. Traynor, A. Waldron (c), 
J.E. Woods (Norw.); G. Gliddon, E. Le Messurier, J. Sidoli (Port Adel.); R. Absalom, 
T. Maloney (Sth. Adel.); A. Dick, A. Pettinger, J. Stirling (Sth. Park); J. Brophy, A. Frayne, W. Knill (Vicn) 
*F. Chapman (Norw.) may also have played.
Victoria Starting 20 
H. Cooper (Ball.); J. Carter, F. Hughes, P.G. McShane, G. Miller, E. Powell, A. Walker (Ess.); A. Neely, 
Jas. Robertson (v-c), J. Shaw, J. Walker (Hoth.); J. McLean (Kilmore); J. Gibson (c), J. Rosser, C. Thomas, 
W. Wells, J. Young (SM); J.S. Thewlis, E. Barnes, D. Rannard (WM)
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August 21
Inter-colonial
South Australia 0. 2 0. 6
Victoria 1.13 3.21
(AO; Att: 2,500-3000)
Best
South Australia: Waldron, Frayne, Sidoli, Traynor, Pollock, Stiffe, Lowe
Victoria: Robertson, Rannard, Hughes, A. Walker, Barnes, Powell 
Goals
Victoria: Barnes, Gibson, Cooper
South Australia Starting 20
W. Stiffe (Kens.); T. Blinman, R. Coonan, G. Giffen, J. Lowe, J. Pollock, J. Traynor, A. Waldron (c), 
J.E. Woods (Norw.); G. Gliddon, E. Le Messurier, J. Sidoli (Port Adel.); R. Absalom, 
T. Maloney (Sth. Adel.); A. Dick, A. Pettinger, J. Stirling (Sth. Park); J. Brophy, A. Frayne, W. Knill (Vicn) 
Victoria Starting 20
H. Cooper (Ball.); J. Carter, F. Hughes, P.G. McShane, G. Miller, E. Powell, A. Walker (Ess.); A. Ley*, 
A. Neely, R. Patterson, Jas. Robertson (v-c), J. Shaw, J. Walker (Hoth.); J. Gibson (c), C. Thomas, 
W. Wells, J. Young (SM); E. Barnes, D. Rannard, J. Thewlis (WM)
*J. McLean (Kilmore) may have played instead of Ley.
Senior
Melbourne 1. 5 1. 6
Carlton 1. 1 2. 7
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Bennie, Manifold, McKenzie, Lamrock, Simson
Carlton: Wilson, Frayne, Robertson, Goer, Gunn, Coulthard
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Goals
Melbourne: Aitken
Carlton: Jas. Rickards, Brookes
August 28
Carlton  3.11 
West Melbourne  1. 6
(PO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: McMichael, Frayne, Coulthard, Donovan, O’Donnell
West Melbourne: Thewlis, Conway, Barnes, Robertson jun., Douglas
Goals
Carlton: Jas. Rickards, Turnbull, Goer
West Melbourne: J. Lewis (sub.)
Essendon 1. 1 2. 7
Melbourne 1. 6 2.10
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Walker, Carter, Powell, Bryant, Hughes, Pitcher, James
Melbourne: Aitken, Baker, Watson, Manifold, Simson, Lamrock
Facilitating late entry to the MCG’s reversible grandstand
For patrons interested in attending the Melbourne v. Carlton match on the Melbourne Ground a newspaper 
announced: 
The MCC, in order to prevent any inconvenience to late visitors at the match to the grand stand, 
have provided an entrance from the back of the stand, so that the ladies may obtain seats without 
crushing or delay. Admission will be through a doorway cut through the shutters at the top of the 
steps nearest the pavilion, and so up a staircase provided to the platform running along the back 
of the stand. 
The Age, 21/8/1880
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Goals
Essendon: Walker, Miller
Melbourne: F. Baker, Simson
Hotham (mixed)  1
Rising Sun (23)  1
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Lording, Shaw, Bickford, Fuhrhop, Bayley
Goals
Hotham: Lording
Rising Sun: Unknown
South Melbourne 1. 8 1.13
Geelong 0. 6 2.11
(SMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Gibson, Major, J. Rosser, Hutton, Thomas, Horan
Geelong: J. Wilson (bog), Douglass, Robertson, Murphy, Steedman
Goals
South Melbourne: Gibson
Geelong: H.P. Douglass, De Little
Toorak 1. 6 1. 6
East Melbourne 2. 6 6.15
(Como, Toorak)
Best
Toorak: McLennan, Munro, Wilson, Francis
East Melbourne: Tindale, Champion, Hassett, Adamson, Grant
Goals
Toorak: Unknown
East Melbourne: Unknown
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Ladder at the end of August
  p w d l f a
Carlton  19 16 2 1 85 15
South Melbourne  18 12 4 2 49 19
Geelong  16 12 2 2 65 16
Hotham  17 9 5 3 26 14
Melbourne  19 8 6 5 40 25
Essendon  16 6 3 7 24 25
West Melbourne  12 4 1 7 15 32
East Melbourne  17 3 1 13 22 56
Leading Goal kickers*
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  20
E. Brookes (Carl.)  18
H. Wilson (Carl.)  13
J. Watt (Geel.) 11
Jas. Rickards (Carl.)  10
*All matches
September 4
Carlton 0. 4 0.12
South Melbourne 1. 5 2. 8
(PO; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Carlton: Frayne, Brookes, McMichael, Spear, Coulthard, Coventry
South Melbourne: J. Rosser, Thomas, Young, Minchin, Sandilands, Addison
Goals
South Melbourne: Minchin, Spain
Essendon  10.17 
Hawthorn (23)  1. 0
(FH)
Goals
Essendon: T. Bloomfield 4, Lyon 2, Miller, Hughes, T. Ryan, Crow
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Geelong 5.16 13.33 
Combined Ballarat 0. 0   0. 0
(CO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: Douglass, Fairbairn, Robertson, Austin, Hall, Shaw
Ballarat: Chalmers, Stephens, Lynch, Kirby, Sherard
Goals
Geelong: Fairbairn 2, Broughton 2, H.P. Douglass 2, Watt 2, Robertson, 
  Watson, W. Wilson, G. Steedman, Stephen
Hotham (0) 1.10
Melbourne (1) 2.14
(Hotham Hurling-Ground)
Goals
Hotham: O’Brien
Melbourne: Hopkins, W. Longden
South Yarra  2.12
East Melbourne  1. 3
(St. K P.)
Best
South Yarra: Sloman, Edwards, Knight, Waters, Bury
East Melbourne: Tindale, MacGregor, Adamson, Champion
Goals
South Yarra: Pierce, Bury
East Melbourne: MacGregor
West Melbourne  2
Northcote  3
(RP)
Best
West Melbourne: Thewlis, Barnes, Rannard
Northcote: A. Morris, Scott, Shee
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Goals
West Melbourne: Unknown
Northcote: Unknown
September 11
Matches postponed because of rain.
September 18
Essendon 3. 6 3. 6
Carlton 0. 4 3.10
(FH)
Best
Essendon: James, Walker, Hughes, McIntosh, McShane, Graham
Carlton: Coulthard, Frayne, Donovan, Gunn, McMichael, Wilson
Goals
Essendon: Hughes, James, Miller
Carlton: Donovan, Maloney, Coulthard
Melbourne 1. 2 1. 6
South Melbourne 1.10 1.14
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Adams, Watson, McKenzie, W. Longden, Simson
South Melbourne: Young, Thomas, J. Rosser, Major, Minchin, Slatter
Goals
Melbourne: Aitken
South Melbourne: Wells
Toorak  0
East Melbourne  2
(Como, Toorak)
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Best
Toorak:  Wilson, Munro, Syme, Francis
East Melbourne: Dunne, Wookey, Tindale, Champion, Douglas
Goals
East Melbourne: Wookey, F. Tindale
West Melbourne 1. 3 1. 4 
Geelong 2. 8 3.17
(SMCG)
Goals
West Melbourne: Clarke
Geelong: Watt, H.P. Douglass, Fairbairn
September 25
Carlton 0. 2 0. 5
Melbourne 0. 4 0.14
(PO; Att: 8-12,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Frayne, McMichael, Barrass, Murphy, Bragge
Melbourne: Aitken, McKenzie, Henderson, Adams, Simson, Nash
Juvenile delinquents
West Melbourne and Geelong played an entertaining game at the South Melbourne CG. Unfortunately, the 
children in the crowd caused problems. A journalist reported, 
The ‘small boy’ nuisance was the worst, and the way the urchins ‘pushed’ forward was the cause of 
several free fights, during which an aged purveyor of oranges was, together with his baskets, upset, 
and his oranges confiscated by the adroit juveniles referred to.
Geelong Advertiser, 20/9/1880
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Essendon  2 
East Melbourne  0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: McShane, Powell, Bryant, Robinson, Hughes, Rogers
East Melbourne: Alexander, Champion, Rutherford, Tindale, Adamson 
Goals
Essendon: McCracken, T. Bloomfield
Geelong  2*
Geelong Coll./Gramm.  1
(CO; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Geelong: H.P. Douglass, Austin, J. Wilson, Watson
Geelong Coll./Gramm.: Reid, Boyd, Morrison, Manifold, Moffatt
Goals
Geelong: Fairbairn, Thompson
Geelong Coll./Gramm.: Boyd
Hotham v. West Melbourne (Melb. Gr.) Not played*
*West Melbourne refused to play on the ground because of its condition.
The “Barracker”
“Barrackers” established themselves as an essential part of the game, but one reporter was unimpressed and 
described this supporter in the following terms: 
There was one objectionable feature in the game, and that was the spectators calling out, often in 
not very choice language, to the side they favoured to resort to acts of violence. They seemed to 
forget that football is a manly game, and not a brawl. 
The Argus, 20/9/1880
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October 2
Powlett  0. 6
East Melbourne  2.17
(Powlett Gr.)
Best
Powlett: McGuigan, Dunn, Berthon, Lempriere
East Melbourne: Kaeppel, Tindale, Champion, Dunne, MacGregor
Goals
East Melbourne: Carr, Morris
1880 — Season Review
SENIOR LADDER†
 p w d l f a
Geelong 18 14 2 2 81 17*
South Melbourne 20 13 5 2 52 17
Carlton 22 16 4 2 88 20
Melbourne 22 9 8 5 43 27
Hotham 20 10 6 4 30 17**
Essendon 19 8 4 7 39 29
West Melbourne 14 4 1 9 18 38
East Melbourne 22 6 1 15 33 60
* Geelong’s results do not include 2-1 v. Geelong Coll./Gramm. (25/9).
**The Australasian did not include Hotham v. Ballarat 0-0 (26/6), but should have. The Footballer also claimed this match only continued 
for 10 minutes, but that was not the case.
† All matches, including inter-colonial contests.
CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
D. Aitken (Melb.), J. Carter (Ess.), G. Coulthard (Carl.), S. Fairbairn (Geel.), M. McKenzie (Melb.), 
M. Minchin (SM), D. Rannard (WM), J. Robertson (Hoth.), J. Watson (Melb.), H. Wilson (Carl.), 
J. Wilson (Geel.), J. Young (SM)
*According to the Australasian.
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1880 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  6 +11 +3 +1 = 21
E. Brookes (Carl.)  9 +5 +4 +0 = 18
J. Watt (Geel.) 7 +5 +3 +0 = 15
H. Wilson (Carl.)  5 +7 +1 +0 = 13
H.P. Douglass (Geel.) 7 +2 +2 +0 = 11
Jas. Rickards (Carl.)  3 +1 +6 +0 = 10
M. Minchin (SM)  7 +2 +0 +0 =  9
H. Rosser (SM)  4 +2 +2 +0 =  8
T. Bloomfield (Ess.)  3 +4 +0 +0 =  7
Jno. McDonald (Melb.) 4 +1 +2 +0 =  7
M. McKenzie (Melb.) 0 +3 +4 +0 =  7
*All games: seniors + juniors + country + inter-colonial.
JUNIOR RESULTS*
 p w d l f a
Rising Sun 16 14 1 1 47 9
East St Kilda 15 10 4 1 43 8
Powlett 17 6 3 8 30 31
South Yarra 20 12 4 4 37 17
Northcote 20 12 3 5 36 21
Toorak 14 3 3 8 23 35
Hotham United 10 2 4 4 6 13
Hotham Hill  6 2 1 3 6 11
Sandridge 6 1 0 5 3 18
Warwick 5 1 2 2 3 7
Metropolitan 10 4 1 5 20 14
*Top two rankings were according to the Australasian.
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Major Provincial Clubs
 p w d l f a
Ballarat 14 5 4 5 20 24
Ball. Albion Imperial 11 7 3 4 32 9
Ballarat Reform 15 8 5 2 14 4
Ballarat Wanderers 13 7 3 3 16 8
Bendigo 12 9 2 1 25 7
Sandhurst 10 3 2 5 5 25
Castlemaine 7 3 3 1 14 6
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1881 
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: G. Robertson
Vice Captain: W. Goer
Team: F. Ashton, J. Bailey, E. Barrass, G. Bragge, E.M. Brookes, F. Conway, G. Coulthard, A. Coventry, 
E. Coventry, H. Crawford, R. Crawford, C. Donovan, A. Frayne, R. Frayne, H. Furneaux, 
Jno. Gardiner, W. Goer, W. Graham, P. Gunn, Horan, Houston, P. Hughes, T. Maloney, 
F. McIntosh, McIvor, McShane, M. Minogue, B. Murphy, E. Murphy, W. Newing, C. Nudd, 
H. O’Donnell, G. O’Neill, A. Page, Jas. Rickards, Jno. Rickards, G. Robertson, Jas. Robertson, 
W. Robertson, G. Smith, F. Spear, S. Wales, H. Wilson, W. Woodburn
Goal kickers:
 E. Brookes [20], G. Coulthard [18], H. Wilson [10], W. Goer [9], F. Conway [7], Jno. Rickards [7], 
J. Bailey [6], G. O’Neill [5], C. Donovan [5], H. O’Donnell [4], F. McIntosh [4], Jas. Rickards [4], 
W. Newing [2], W. Woodburn [2], E. Coventry [1], C. Nudd [1], G. Smith [1], F. Spear [1] 
New: F. Ashton (Southern, then SY), J. Bailey (Hoth.), F. Conway (WM), E. Coventry 
(Southern), H. Crawford (Haw.), R. Crawford (Haw.), H. Furneaux (SY/SYS), 
F. McIntosh (Ess.), McIvor (RP), M. Minogue (Country), W. Newing (1876), 
G. O’Neill (Hoth.), S. Wales (Victy)
Departures: E. Barrass (SM, back during season), G. Bragge (Norw, SA during season), 
A. Ford (SM), A. McMichael (SM), J. McWilliams (Hoth.), W. Sparrow (Geel.)
East Melbourne
Captain: F. Tindale
Vice Captain: H. Dunne
Team: N. Adamson, E. Agg, A. Alexander, C. Alexander, Anderson, Browning, J. Burns, H. Carr, 
H. Champion, J. Coady, Corfield, Denhert, Dennington, J. Dickens, Dixon, J. Dougall, 
W. Douglas, H. Dunne, J. Grant, Green, M. Hassett, Henry, Hill, F. Houston, T. Howard, James, 
Kelleher, Kerrigan, Kerrigan, Kirwan, Lampard, Lord, Lowrie, J/W. Manderson, E.M. MacGregor, 
McDougall, McLeod, W. Miller, Munro, F. Oakley, F. Pohlman, D. Robertson, Robertson, Rudd, 
Ryan, Shephard, W. Stembel, G. Strachan, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, A. Tuckfield, F. Tuckfield, 
H. Tuckfield, E. Westerman, J. Wicks, W. Wookey
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Goal kickers:
 F. Pohlman [7], F. Tindale [4], E. MacGregor [2], Alexander [1], H. Dunne [1], G. Strachan [1], 
H. Tindale [1], E. Westerman [1], Unknown [9]
New: J. Manderson (WM), H. Tuckfield (WC)
Departures: A. Alexander (SM, during season), Denhert (Hoth, during season), Lowrie (Hoth, 
during season), F. Wookey (Rich. Un.)
Essendon
Captain: A. Walker/E. Powell
Vice Captain: F. Hughes
Team: S. Bloomfield, C/J. Brown, H. Bryant, J. Carter, P. Carter, T. Chadwick, F. Comins, J. Conway, 
A. Crow, J. Cubley, W.H. Cundy, H. Elliott, E. Foote, Fraser, Fullarton, J.H. Gardiner, C. Gaunt, 
R. Gibbs, A. Graham, J. Graham, Gregson, H. Griffiths, F. Hughes, W. Hughes, F. James, 
A. Lethbridge, Leehy, H. Lyon, D. Marshall, W. Martin, S. McArthur, C. McCulloch, A. McHarg, 
McLeod, E. Miller, G. Miller, T. Nally, M. O’Meara, H. Oakley, F. Osborne, H. Osborne, F. Peake, 
A.L. Pearson, F. Pitcher, W. Pitcher, E. Powell, W. Raper, Regan, A. Robertson, F. Robertson, 
G. Robinson, W. Rogers, E. Ryan, W. Sims, A. Steel, D/J. Stewart, A. Teale, A. Walker, G. Watson, 
C. Watt, J. Watt, A. Young
Goal kickers:
J. Carter [4], A. Crow [4], A. Lethbridge [3], E. Miller [2], H. Griffiths [2], W. Hughes [2], 
A. Steel [2], C. Watt [2], J. Cubley [1], F. James [1], C. McCulloch [1], W. Rogers [1], F. Robertson [1]
New: C/J. Brown (Keilor), T. Chadwick (1879), W. Cundy (Hoth/Tas.), J. Gardiner 
(Hoth, during season), C. Gaunt (MGS), H. Griffiths (SM/MGS), W. Hughes (MGS), 
C. McCulloch (SC), D. Marshall (SC), H. Oakley (Melb, during season), F. Osborne 
(MGS), H. Osborne (MGS), A. Pearson (SM/MGS), F. Pitcher (MGS), A. Robertson 
(Geel/GGS, then to Geel. 25/6), F. Robertson (SC), D/J. Stewart (SY), A. Teale 
(MGS), G. Watson (SY/St K/Melb/Geel.), C. Watt (1878)
Departures: F. McIntosh (Carl.), P. McShane (Sth. Park, SA), F. Pitcher (Melb, July)
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Geelong
Captains: J. Wilson/A. Austin
Vice Captain: H.P. Douglass
Team: N. Atkins, A. Austin, R. Broughton, C. Brownlow, A. Clarke, A. Collins, D. Curdie, 
F.W. De Little, F.M. Douglass, H.P. Douglass, J. Field, B.W. Hall, R. Jamieson, A. Kirk, 
W. MacPherson, T. Manifold, J. McLean, W. Moffatt, R. Morrison, F. Mulligan, W. Murphy, 
W.R. Noble, C. Palmer, V. Pearson, A. Robertson, J. Shaw, J. Sherren, W. Sparrow, H. Steedman, 
G. Stephen, F. Thomson, J. Ulbrick, J. Weddell, D. Whitelaw, W. Willis, J. Wilson, W. Wilson
Goal kickers:
R. Morrison [15], H. Steedman [11], A. Robertson [8], D. Curdie [7], A. Collins [6], J. Field [5], 
W. Wilson [5], F.W. De Little [4], H.P. Douglass [4], T. Manifold [4], W. Moffatt [4], W. Murphy [3], 
W. Sparrow [3], C. Brownlow [2], F.M. Douglass [2], W. MacPherson [2], J. Shaw [2], 
R. Broughton [1], B.W. Hall [1], J. McLean [1], F. Mulligan [1], J. Sherren [1], J. Ulbrick [1], 
J. Wilson [1]
New: C. Brownlow (NG), A. Clarke (GC), A. Collins (NG), D. Curdie (GGS), 
J. Field (2nds), R. Jamieson (GGS), W. MacPherson (GC), C. McArthur (GC), 
Jno. McShane (NG, during season), C. Palmer (GC), J. Sherren (GGS), 
W. Sparrow (Carl/Geel.), J. Ulbrick (GGS), J. Weddell (Chilw.), D. Whitelaw (GC)
Departures: V. Pearson (Colac, during season), A. Robertson (Ess, back 25/6), W. Stiffe (Melb.), 
G. Watson (Ess.), J. Watt (P. Adel, SA)
Hotham
Captain: J. Robertson/A. Ley
Vice Captain: A. Ley/J. Shaw
Team: Absalom, Atkinson, Barber, E. Barnes, J. Batt, T. Beeching, H. Bell, D. Bickford, W. Boyd, Boys, 
W. Bracken, G. Bruce, Burns, Burns, M. Byrne, Carey, R. Clarke, W. Dedman, Denhert, Duffy, 
Fitzpatrick, Fleming, Fox, H. Fuhrhop, J.H. Gardiner, A. Goding, J. Goodwin, J. Green, Griffiths, 
T. Horan, T. Houston, Hutchinson, A. Ley, F. Lording, Lowrie, W. McCandlish, R. McInnes, 
McNamara, J. McWilliams, G. Medway, Milligan, Morris, D. Morrison, H. Nairn, A. Neely, Nudd, 
E.P. O’Brien, O’Donnell, J. Owens, R. Paterson, Plummer, E. Powrie, A. Pullen, J. Robertson, 
D. Rohan, Rutherford, J. Shaw, Showers, J. Smith, A. Sutcliffe, R. Sutcliffe, C. Tomlins, Vivian, 
J. Walker, A. Wedd
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Goal kickers:
 A. Neely [8], E. O’ Brien [7], W. Dedman [2], J. McWilliams [2], A. Pullen [2], J. Shaw [2], 
A. Goding [2], H. Bell [1], W. Boyd [1], W. Bracken [1], R. Clarke [1], R. McInnes [1], H. Nairn [1], 
O’Donnell [1], J. Walker [1], Unknown [2]
New: E. Barnes (WM), T. Beeching (WM), W. Bracken (Norw, SA/Carl/NM/AP), 
W. Dedman (Norw, SA/Sth. Adel/Carl/Carl. Utd), Denhert (EM, during season), 
T. Horan (SM), Lowrie (EM, during season), W. McCandlish (Hoth. Un.), 
McNamara (Austn Rugby team), J. McWilliams (Carl.), E. Powrie (Vict’y), 
A. Pullen (WM), Showers (NMJ), J. Smith (RP)
Departures: J. Bailey (Carl.), G. O’Neill (Carl.), J. Robertson (Melb, during season)
Melbourne
Captain: S. Lamrock
Vice Captain: J. McKie/R. Booth
Team: J. Adams, D. Aitken, T. Anthony, W. Bailey, C. Baker, F. Baker, A. Bennie, R. Booth, W. Boys, 
H.J. Byrne, A. Conroy, E. Darlot, H. Downes, W. Downes, E. Francis, R. Hamilton, A. Hill, 
G. Hope, G. Houston, C. Jenvey, S. Lamrock, H. Lawrence, E. Longden, W. Manifold, 
J.M. McDonald, McDonnell, M. McKenzie, J. McKie, D. McLeod, J. Morris, B. Murphy, H. Oakley, 
W. Pettigrew, F. Pitcher, C. Power, F. Power, H. Power, T. Power, D. Rannard, W.H.L. Roberts, 
J. Robertson, C. Rosser, J. Rosser, Rowe, R. Sibley, R. Sillett, R. Simson, W. Stiffe, J. Swallow, 
C. Swyer, H. Syme, S. Thewlis, J. Watson, F. Wedd, J. Wilson
Goal kickers*:
 W. Stiffe [14], R. Sibley [9], M. McKenzie [8], D. Aitken [6], C. Baker [5], J.M. McDonald [4], 
H. Syme [4], W. Boys [3], F. Power [3], H. Downes [2], A. Hill [2], H. Oakley [2], C. Power [2], 
H. Power [2], W. Roberts [2], J. Adams [1], F. Baker [1], R. Booth [1], R. Hamilton [1], 
S. Lamrock [1], E.W. Longden [1], J. Morris [1], Power [1]**, D. Rannard [1], J. Watson [1], 
J. Wilson [1]
*Most figures conform to the Australasian’s end of season tallies, but are at odds with those presented in the 1881 
Footballer and Melbourne’s 1882 AGM.
**Goal credited to Power either C. or H. Power.
New: W. Bailey (HGS), E. Francis (Powlett/MGS), G. Houston (1879), H. Lawrence (SC), 
J. Morris (Northc.), H. Oakley (1879, then Ess.), F. Pitcher (Ess, July/MGS), 
H. Power (Toorak), T. Power (Toorak), D. Rannard (WM), J. Robertson (Hoth, during 
season), C. Rosser (SM), J. Rosser (SM), W. Stiffe (Kensington, SA/Geel.), J. Swallow 
(MGS), H. Syme (Toorak), S. Thewlis (WM), F. Wedd (Northc.), J. Wilson (Toorak)
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Departures: A.W. Longden (Norw, SA), J.M. McDonald (QLD), T. Nash (East Sydney), 
J. Bennie, F. Baker, A. Hopkins, W. Henderson, B. Longden, R. Simson, 
E. Smart (“removed by distance, disinclination, and other cogent reasons”), 
A. Young (East Sydney)
South Melbourne
Captain: G. Major
Vice Captain: M. Minchin 
Team: W. Addison, A. Alexander, B. Baker, E. Barrass, Barfoot, C. Beer, W. Brandt, A. Brooks, 
C.H. Brown, T. Bushell, C. Coulson, J. Crowl, A. Dean, J. Dougherty, A. Ford, W. Gates, 
J. Gibson, R. Gilchrist, Hicks, W. Hopkinson, R. Hutton, Johnson, Joyce, C. Kellett, H. Latchford, 
G. Major, W. McDonald, J. McKenzie, F. McKnight, A. McMichael, W. Meaux, M. Minchin, 
J. Moad, G. Palmer, A. Pearson, Powers, H. Rosser, J. Rosser, F. Sandilands, G. Slatter, J. Slight, 
J. Spain, H. Steel, J. Taylor, C. Thomas, F. Towns, A. Turnbull, Twomey, A. Waine, G. Watsford, 
W. Wells, J. Young
Goal kickers:
 W. Wells [16], T. Bushell [9], H. Rosser [9], H. Latchford [7], G. Slatter [4], R. Hutton [3], 
M. Minchin [2], W. Brandt [1], A. Brooks [1], W. Gates [1], R. Gilchrist [1], W. Hopkinson [1], 
W. McDonald [1], F. McKnight [1], A. McMichael [1], J. Moad [1], J. Taylor [1], F. Towns [1], 
A. Waine [1], J. Young [1]
New: A. Alexander (EM), E. Barrass (Carl/Melb/Carl. Imp, back to Carl during season), 
A. Brooks (RS), T. Bushell (Britannia), C. Coulson (Fitz.), J. Dougherty (YV), 
A. Ford (Carl/Carl. Imp.), W. Gates (YV), Joyce (Britannia), W. McDonald (SP), 
F. McKnight (EH), A. McMichael (Carl/SA/Carl.), A. Pearson (MGS, Ess.), J. Slight 
(AP 1879), J. Taylor (Rich.), F. Towns (YV)
Departures: H. Griffiths (Ess.), T. Horan (Hoth.), C. Kellett (East Sydney, returned late in 
season), W. Lorraine (P. Adel, SA), C. Rosser (Melb.), J. Rosser (Melb.), 
J. Sandilands (P. Adel, SA)
Junior Clubs
Brunswick District:  Brunswick, East Brunswick, North Brunswick
Carlton District: Carlton Alberts, Carlton Albion, Carlton Juniors, Carlton Zingari, Clyde, Elgin Union, 
Faraday Union, Palmer St., Parkville, Rathdowne, South Carlton, Star of Carlton, 
Waverley, Waverley Union
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Collingwood District: Abbotsford, Abbotsford Union, Britannia, Clifton Union, Collingwood Alberts, 
Collingwood Imperial
East Melbourne/Fitzroy/Melbourne District: 
 Clarendon, Fitzroy Alberts, Fitzroy Juniors, Fitzroy United, George Street, Jolimont, 
Melbourne Imperial, Metropolitan, Powlett, Powlett Juniors, Rainbow, Yarra Park
Essendon District: Moonee Ponds  
Footscray District: Footscray Royal, Footscray Union, Prince Imperial, Star of Yarraville
Hawthorn District: Hawthorn, Mayfield
North Melbourne District: Hotham Alberts, Hotham Imperial, Hotham United, Hotham Zingari, Latrobe Alberts, 
Royal Park, Victory
Port Melbourne District: Alma, Sandridge, Sandridge Excelsior, Sandridge Star, Sandridge United, Southern  
Prahran/South Yarra District: Armadale, Hawksburn, Southern Cross, South Yarra, Star of Prahran
Richmond District: Cremorne Star, Napier, Richmond Albion, Richmond Alma, Richmond Union, South 
Richmond, Stanley, Vaucluse, Vaucluse Juniors
South Melbourne District: Alberts, Albert Park, Albion, Boundary United, Canterbury, Clarendon, Crown, 
Cumberland, Emerald, Emerald Hill Albion, Emerald Hill Juniors, Emerald Hill West 
End, Excelsior, Lake, Rising Sun, Rising (Sun) United, South Park, Union Jack, Young 
Victoria
St Kilda District: Acland, Brighton, Elwood, St Kilda Alma, St Kilda Esplanade, St Kilda Juniors, St Kilda 
Rosedale, Wellington
West Melbourne District: West Melbourne, West Melbourne Alberts, West Melbourne United 
Williamstown District: Battery United, Osborne, Standard, Williamstown, Williamstown Star, Williamstown 
Trades, Williamstown Rowing 
Other Junior Clubs:
Alma United, Ascot Vale, Bank St. United, Dandenong, Hillside, Northcote, Romsey, Victoria, Volunteers, York Street 
United, Young Imperial
Employees clubs: 
City Drapers, Mason, Firth & McCutcheon
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Geelong & Major Provincial Clubs
Geelong: Alliance, Ashby United, Australian Tannery, Barwon, Chilwell, Clarendon (Geelong), 
North Geelong, West Geelong
Ballarat: Albion Imperial, Ballarat, Ballarat City, Ballarat Imperial, Bendigo, Sandhurst
Matches
April 30
Carlton (1) 1
Star of Carlton (23)* (0) 0
(PO; Att: 1,500)
*From 1859 to 1896 teams normally consisted of twenty players. Variations in these numbers are indicated in brackets.
Best
Carlton: Goer, Wilson, Conway, O’Neill
Star of Carlton: Heatley, Whelan, Fitzgerald
Goal
Carlton: Nudd
East Melbourne (3) 3
Volunteers (23) (0) 2
(EMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
East Melbourne: Tuckfield (bog), Tindale, Stembel, Wookey
Volunteers: Addison, Kelly, McGill
Goals
East Melbourne: Unknown
Volunteers: Unknown
Melbourne (2) 4.10
Public Schools (25) (0) 0. 5
(MCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Melbourne: Morris (bog), Aitken, Watson, Stiffe, McKenzie, Thewlis
Schools: F. Pitcher, Thompson, Lawrence, Hamilton, F. Power
Goals
Melbourne: Aitken, Sibley, McKenzie, McDonald
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South Melbourne 4. 7 4.10
Emerald Hill Jun. (23) 1. 1 1. 6
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Major, Brown, Gibson, Wells, Waine, Moad, Brooks
Emerald Hill: F. McKnight, J. Minchin, Maxwell, King, Pirani, Phillips
Goals
South Melbourne: Hutton 2, Wells, Moad
Emerald Hill: Roy
Essendon v. Brunswick (23) Not played*
*Brunswick didn’t make an appearance.
May 7
Carlton 6. 9 11.18
Southern (23) 1. 0 2. 0
(PO; Att: 7-800)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Goer, Frayne, Wilson, Bailey, Maloney
Southern: O’Brien, O’Connell, Pearson, Doubleday, Graves, Lawson
Goals
Carlton: Brookes 2, Donovan 2, Goer 2, O’Donnell 2, Coulthard, 
  McIntosh, Wilson
Southern: McInery, Pearson 
East Melbourne (0) 1
Northcote (0) 1
(RCG)
Best
East Melbourne: Miller, Manderson, Tindale, Pohlman, Wookey
Northcote: Beckerfield, Mills, Lawrence, Plant, Daley
Goals
East Melbourne: H. Tindale
Northcote: Mills
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Essendon 2 3.16
Elwood (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Rogers, F. Robertson, A. Robertson, Hughes, Weston, Powell 
Elwood: Pearson, Agg, Woods, Bunny, Shephard
Goals
Essendon: C. Watt 2, Rogers
Melbourne (0)  3. 8
South Yarra (23) (0) 1. 6
(MCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Melbourne: Morris, Aitken, Stiffe, McKenzie, Power, Wedd
South Yarra: Edwards, Stokes, Rutherford, Hatch, Knight, Brooks
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe 2, McKenzie
South Yarra: Sloman
Hotham (0) 0. 5
Royal Park (23) (0) 0. 1
(RPB)
Best
Hotham: Powrie, Dedman, Clarke, McWilliams, Goodwin, Ley
Royal Park: Barwise, McLennan, Bell, Young, Munro, Nairn
A convert
In its match against Royal Park, Hotham tried a new recruit, McNamara, who had recently represented Australia 
in Rugby. ‘One of his kicks for goal travelled 70 yards, and it was reported that his presence in the team could be 
beneficial once he ‘learned to play football properly’. 
The Federal Australian, 14/5/1881
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South Melbourne  2.10
Hotham United (23)  0. 4
(SMCG)
Goals
South Melbourne: Wells, McDonald
Geelong v. Geelong Coll./Gramm. (Corio Oval) Postponed*
*Postponed due to rain.
May 14
Carlton 1. 8 2.20*
Hotham United (23) 0. 0 1. 0
(PO)
*Hotham United disputed Carlton’s 2nd goal and walked off the field in protest. Deemed a 2-1 win for Carlton in The Footballer, 
1881.
Best
Carlton:  Bailey, Coulthard, O’Neill, Wilson, Frayne, Smith
Hotham United: Tankard, Bickford, Bailey, Harrison, Craig, Buncle
Goals
Carlton: Brookes, Goer
Hotham United: A. Todd
East Melbourne  5.14
Powlett  1. 3
(EMCG)
Best
East Melbourne: Pohlman, Tindale, Miller, Adamson
Powlett: Hadley, Morrison, McGuigan, Berthon
Goals
East Melbourne: Pohlman 3, F. Tindale, Westerman
Powlett: Unknown
Essendon 0 0. 8
Waverley (23) 0 0. 1
(FH)
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Best
Essendon: Hughes, Robinson, Walker, Griffiths
Waverley: Lacey, Lacey, O’Callaghan, Lampard
Geelong 3.15 5
West Geelong (23) 0. 0 0. 2
(Argyle Padd.)
Goals
Geelong: W. Wilson 2, Morrison, De Little, F.M. Douglass  
Hotham 0. 3 3
Williamstown (23)  0. 4 0
(RPB)
Best
Hotham:  Shaw, Goding, Byrne, O’Brien, Lording, Horan, Goodwin
Williamstown: J. Litchfield (bog), W. Litchfield, Monteith, Moss, Bowen
Goals
Hotham: McWilliams 2, O’Brien
Melbourne 3 6.16
Northcote (23) 2. 8 2. 8
(MCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, C. Baker, Manifold, Stiffe
Goals
Melbourne: Aitken 2, Stiffe, Oakley, McDonald, Syme
South Melbourne  9.28
West Melb. Alb’s (23)  0. 1 0. 1
(SMCG; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Goals
South Melbourne: Wells 5, Minchin, McKnight, Brandt, Gates
Thursday May 19
Melbourne  12.27
Williamstown Trades (23)    0. 0
(MCG)
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Goals
Melbourne: Sibley 3, McKenzie 2, F. Baker, Boys, Hill, Lamrock, C. Power, 
  Roberts, Syme
May 21
Carlton 4.13 8.23
East Melbourne 0. 0 0. 1
(PO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: Conway, Wilson, Coulthard, O’Neill, Bailey, McIntosh 
East Melbourne: H. Tindale, Robertson, Adamson, McDougall, F. Tindale
Goals
Carlton: Jas. Rickards 2, Wilson 2, Coulthard, Conway, Donovan, O’Neill
Essendon  0. 9
South Yarra (23)  3. 5
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Walker, Carter, A. Robertson, F. Robertson, Pearson, Rogers
South Yarra: Edwards, Knight, Brooks, Bury, Sloman, Hatch
Goals
South Yarra: Nosworthy, Rutherford, Pierce
Geelong 1. 7 4.16
North Geelong (23) 0. 5 0. 6
(CO; Att: 400)
Best
Geelong: Austin, Murphy, H.P. Douglass, Wilson
North Geelong: Baker, Boyd, McShane
Show ponies
In an end of season review Peter Pindar claimed: ‘The play together and shepherding are well up to the level of former 
standards, though there are still individuals who play exclusively for the crowd, and those who play for their own glory 
rather than their club’s renown, and generally miss both in consequence’. 
The Footballer 1881, p. 103
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Goals
Geelong: Morrison 2, H.P. Douglass, Curdie
Hotham (1) 2. 2  
South Melbourne (1) 3.16 
(EMCG; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Hotham: Ley, Lording, Goodwin, Neely, Powrie, Shaw, Horan
South Melbourne: Gibson (bog), Wells, Thomas, Minchin, Young, Rosser
Goals
Hotham: Dedman 2
South Melbourne: Wells 2, H. Rosser
Melbourne  4.10
Powlett (23) 1 1. 6
(Melb. Gr.)
Charles Brownlow
Charles Brownlow’s father did not approve of his interest in football so he played under the pseudonym 
“Green” for North Geelong. One day however his father discovered his son’s secret when the latter stepped 
out for the senior Geelong team: 
A great match was down … and excitement in “sleepy hollow” ran high. The elder Brownlow was 
smitten by this excitement, and … [he went] to see the Geelong boys do battle with a crack team 
from Melbourne. Arriving a bit late he had to content himself with a back seat in the stand, but as 
the game proceeded the brilliant play of young Green more than attracted his attention, and in his 
enthusiasm he barracked for all he was worth for Green. His excitement greatly amused a friend 
of his who knew of the alias and when Brownlow pater went frantically wild over a bit of extra 
brilliant play on the part of Green, he slapped him on the back and facetiously asked Brownlow 
if he knew for whom he was barracking so splendidly. “Green, of course,” answered the excited 
father. “No fear!” said his friend. “Don’t you know you are cheering your own son? Surely, after this 
you can’t forbid him to play senior football!” Mr. Brownlow was dumbfounded, but when Geelong 
romped home victorious … he was one of the first to rush to the dressing-room and congratulate 
his erring but popular son on his magnificent play.
The Sunday Times (Perth), 10/2/1924
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Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Adams, Morris, Watson, J. Rosser, Stiffe
Powlett: McGuigan, Rout, Houston, Price, Francis
Goals
Melbourne: Roberts, Morris, Oakley, Sibley
Powlett: T. McGuigan
Tuesday May 24 (Queen’s Birthday)
Ballarat City (2) 3. 8
Essendon (0) 0. 5
(WOB)
Best
Ballarat City: Lyons, Graham, Jamieson, Cairns, A. Berry
Essendon: Walker, Carter, Hughes, Graham, Robinson
Goals
Ballarat City: Gay, Greenhalgh, Graham jun.
Hotham 0. 3 0. 4
Geelong 3. 6 4.14
(EMCG; Att: 5-7,000)
Best
Hotham: Shaw, Ley, Lording, Atkinson, Batt, Dedman, Walker
Geelong: Douglass, Hall, Morrison, Wilson, Austin, Steedman
Goals
Geelong: Morrison 2, Curdie, Hall
North East Dist. (23) 1. 1 1. 2
Carlton 4.11 10.18
(Benalla)
Best
North East District: M. Chadwick, Hambly, Gregory, Kain
Carlton: Coulthard
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Goals
North East District: Douglas
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Goer 2, Brookes 2, Wilson, O’Donnell, O’Neill, 
  McIntosh
Sale 0. 0 1. 0
South Melbourne 1 3
(Sale)
Best
Sale: McMillan, McKenzie, Little, H. Allan
South Melbourne: Barrass, Gibson, Slatter, Brown, Major
Goals
Sale: Bond
South Melbourne: Slatter 2, Brooks
The following matches were postponed because of rain:
Ballarat v. Melbourne; Kyneton v. East Melbourne
May 28
Carlton 0. 5 1.10 
South Melbourne 1. 7 1.13
(EMCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Carlton: G. Robertson (bog), Wilson, Conway, Frayne, Coulthard
South Melbourne: Gibson, M. Minchin, Young, Hutton, Latchford, Thomas
Goals
Carlton: Bailey
South Melbourne: Latchford
Some advice from the Carlton committee 
After this match against South Melbourne the Carlton committee wrote to the East Melbourne Cricket Club to ‘draw 
your attention to the disgraceful language used by several of the occupants of the pavilion and ladies’ reserve during 
the match … and ask your co-operation in preventing a repetition of the same. Unless checked at once such conduct 
will militate greatly against the success of future matches on the EMCC ground.’ 
The Argus, 26/9/1924
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Essendon  3. 9
East Melbourne  0. 5  
(FH)
Best
Essendon: A. Robertson, Walker, Bryant, Carter, Griffiths, McLeod
East Melbourne: Grant, Dunne, Cody, MacGregor, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, Wookey
Goals
Essendon: J. Carter, Griffiths, Lethbridge
Geelong  7.23
East Geelong  0. 2
(CO: Att: 500)
Best
Geelong: Hall, P. Douglass, W. Wilson, Stephen, Thomson
East Geelong: “Shambo”, “Shike”, “Shako”, “Napper Tandy”
Goals
Geelong: W. Wilson 2, Steedman 2, P. Douglass, De Little, McLean
Melbourne (3) 4.11
Hotham (2) 2. 5
(MCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Adams, Thewlis, Manifold, Downes, Rosser
Hotham: Robertson, Lording, Ley, Wedd, Neely
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe, F. Power, Aitken, McKenzie
Hotham: Neely 2
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Ladder at the end of May
 p w d l f a
Melbourne 6 6 0 0 33 6
Geelong 4 4 0 0 20 0
Carlton 6 5 1 0 33 5
South Melbourne 6 5 1 0 22 5
Essendon 5 2 1 2 6 6
East Melbourne 5 2 1 2 9 15
Hotham 5 1 1 3 7 11
Leading Goal kickers*
*All matches
W. Wells (SM)  9
E. Brookes (Carl.)  5
W. Goer (Carl.)  5
M. McKenzie (Melb.) 5
R. Morrison (Geel.) 5
R. Sibley (Melb.) 5
The kick-off
‘In the old days there was no bouncing the ball in the centre at the commencement of a match 
or when a goal was kicked. The players lined up on each side of the centre, not being allowed 
in the enemy’s territory, and many were the devices to counteract the doubtful advantage of a 
kick-off from the centre by the captain or some trusted kickist. The ball was generally punted high 
towards one of the flanks to allow a player of the same side, if possible, to handle the ball before 
an opponent got hold of it.’ 
“Forty Years of Football”, Australasian, 20/10/1922
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June 4
East Melbourne  0. 4*
Hotham  2. 7
(RCG)
*The match was abandoned at half time due to rain. The Footballer 1881 recorded the game as a 0-0 draw, but Hotham claimed a win.
Best
East Melbourne: Dunne, Manderson, F. Tuckfield, Westerman, Tindale
Hotham: Ley, Neely, Horan, Shaw, O’Brien
Goals
East Melbourne: Neely, Clarke
Geelong  1.14
North Geelong (23) 0. 0 0. 0
(CO)
Goals
Geelong: Curdie
Melbourne 2. 3 4. 4
Carlton 2. 6 2. 8
(MCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Adams, Watson, Oakley, Rannard, McKenzie
Carlton: Wilson (bog), Robertson, Coulthard, Frayne, Gunn
Goals
Melbourne: F. Power 2, C. Baker, Stiffe
Carlton: Conway, Brookes
South Melbourne  0. 6*
Essendon  0. 2
(SMCG)
*Game abandoned at half time because of rain.
Best
South Melbourne: Addison, Thomas Barrass, Gibson
Essendon: Walker, Bryant, Robinson, Robertson
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June 11
Hotham 1. 3 3
Essendon 0 0
(EMCG)
Best
Hotham: Shaw, Horan, McInnes, Robertson, McWilliams
Essendon: Pearson, A. Robertson, Rogers, Graham, Pitcher
Goals
Hotham: Shaw, Neely, O’Brien
Melbourne 2.11 3.17
Geelong 3. 1 3. 7
(MCG; Att: 13-16,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Lamrock, Booth, Aitken, Adams, Rannard
Geelong: Hall, Steedman, Austin, Broughton, Curdie, P. Douglass
Goals
Melbourne: H. Power, C. Baker, Booth
Geelong: Curdie 2, P. Douglass
South Melbourne 0. 7 1*
East Melbourne 0. 0 0
(SMCG; Att: 800-1,000)
*With five minutes left to play East Melbourne disputed a mark that led to South Melbourne’s goal. It wanted a new umpire and when this 
request was refused the East Melbourne players walked off the ground. End of season figures in The Footballer of 1881 credited the goal 
to H. Rosser.
Best
South Melbourne: Thomas, Major, Gibson, Young, Taylor, Hutton
East Melbourne: F. Tuckfield, Westerman, Cody, Dunne, Manderson
Goals
South Melbourne: H. Rosser*
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June 18
Williamstown (23) 1. 2 1. 4
Hotham (17) 0. 0 0. 0
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Moss, Litchfield, J. Nicholas, Monteith, Goble
Hotham: McWilliams, Barnes, Goodwin, Carey
Goal
Williamstown: Laming
The following matches were postponed because of rain:
Essendon v. West Melbourne; Geelong v. East Melbourne; Melbourne v. South Melbourne.
June 25
Carlton 1. 4 2.10
Essendon 0. 4 0.13
(PO; Att: 2,000)
Trust in the place kick
Commentator Peter Pindar lauded the value of the place-kick for goal kicking at this time: 
One would think the innumerable failures for goals by drop-kicking would be sufficient to deter 
players from continuing its practice in this direction; but no, they steadily persevere in it, and just 
as steadily fail in their object. Drop-kicking is, no doubt, one of the finest things in the game, 
not on the score of accuracy, no, but on account of the ease and speed with which the ball can 
be done and the distance possible to be covered. Punting is also a desirable accomplishment, 
especially in followers, as it often helps them out of difficulties, but it is as useless for goal kicking 
as can possibly be, the ball from it being as likely to go off at right angles as straight ahead. Place-
kicking, however, is of all others the one best adapted for goal kicking, as the greatest precision 
and accuracy can by it be secured. This is patent to the merest tyro, and why it is so little practised 
is a mystery not to be solved. 
Australasian, 25/6/1881
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Best
Carlton: Wilson (bog), Coulthard, Smith, A. Frayne, A. Coventry
Essendon: Carter, Rogers, James, Powell, Hughes, Bryant, Graham
Goals
Carlton: Brookes, E. Coventry
Geelong 1.18 9.27
Northcote (23) 0. 0 0. 1
(CO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Moffatt, Steedman, Thomson, Manifold
Northcote: Morris, F. Shee, A. Shee, Lawrence, Beckerfield
Goals
Geelong: Manifold 4, Steedman, Curdie, Shaw, McPherson, Murphy
Melbourne 2.10 4.16
East Melbourne 0. 7 2.10
(MCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Melbourne: Adams (bog), Aitken, McKenzie, Stiffe, Thewlis, Rosser
East Melbourne: Pohlman, Dunne, Tindale, Westerman, Tuckfield
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe 2, H. Power, McDonald
East Melbourne: Pohlman, Dunne
South Melbourne v. Hotham (EMCG; Att: 4-6,000) Abandoned
*South Melbourne objected to the inclusion of Edward Barnes in the Hotham team because of a criminal conviction. Hotham refused to 
withdraw him from play so the home side cancelled the match.
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Ladder at the end of June*
 p w d l f a
Melbourne 9 8 1 0 44 13
Geelong 7 6 1 0 33 3
South Melbourne 8 6 2 0 23 6
Carlton 8 6 1 1 37 9
Hotham 8 3 1 4 12 12
Essendon 8 2 2 4 6 11
East Melbourne 8 2 2 4 11 22
*Excluding Inter-colonial games.
Leading Goal kickers*
E. Brookes (Carl.)  13
W. Wells (SM)  9
W. Goer (Carl.)  8
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  7
W. Stiffe (Melb.) 7
*All matches
Friday July 1 (Separation Day)
Inter-colonial
Victoria 7.16 9.24
New South Wales 0. 0 0. 1
(MCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Victoria: H. Wilson, Frayne, Gibson, McKenzie, Hall, J. Wilson
New South Wales: Young, Kellett, Pearce, Phillips, McNamara, Walker
Goals
Victoria: H. Wilson 3, Stiffe 2, McKenzie, Adams, Goer, Thomas
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Victoria 
Starting 20
F. Conway, R. Frayne, W. Goer, H. Wilson (Carl.); F. Tindale (EM); J. Carter, E. Powell, A. Walker (Ess.); B.W. Hall, 
A. Robertson, F. Thomson, J. Wilson (c) (Geel.); J. Adams, D. Aitken, M. McKenzie, W. Stiffe (Melb.); J. Gibson, 
G. Major, C. Thomas, J. Young (SM)
NSW
Starting 20
E. Burns, Butler, Carey, G. Crisp, J/G. Foster, Harrison, H. Hedger, Howard, J. Jackson, C. Kellett (vc), Levin, 
J. Martin, A/J. McNamara, A. Phillips (c), W. Pierce, R. Randall, Weiss, Williams, Walker, A. Young 
July 2
Carlton 4 10.18 
Ballarat 0. 1 0. 1
(PO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: Wilson, Smith, Spear, G. Robertson
Ballarat: Carter, Foley, Sherard
Goals
Carlton: Brookes 3, Coulthard 2, O’Neill 2, Wilson, Conway, Smith
East Melbourne 2. 1 4. 7
Southern 0. 4 0.13
(RCG)
Best
East Melbourne:  Pohlman, Dunne, Tindale, Westerman, Robertson
Southern: Hall, Smith. Morrison, Allan
Goals
East Melbourne: MacGregor 2, F. Tindale, Pohlman
Geelong 0. 3 2. 9
South Melbourne 2. 2 2. 3
(CO; Att: 3,500)
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Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Curdie, Austin, Collins, Steedman
South Melbourne: Young, Addison, Gibson, Hutton, Latchford, Minchin
Goals
Geelong: Curdie, Robertson
South Melbourne: Latchford, Bushell
Melbourne 2. 8 2.10
Essendon 0. 6 3.12 
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Rannard, Stiffe, McKenzie, C. Rosser
Essendon: Powell (bog), W. Hughes, Osborne, Graham, Carter
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe 2
Essendon: Lethbridge, J. Carter, E. Miller
Tuesday July 5
Sandhurst 1. 4 1. 7
New South Wales 2. 7 4.11
(Back Creek Gr; Att: 2,000)
Creeping professionalism 
During the 1881 season Carlton’s secretary Harry Nudd responded to a financial request from a player: 
‘Your letter desiring an allowance of 5/- per Saturday when playing … was duly considered by 
the committee … In reply I am instructed to inform you that while greatly regretting the loss of 
your valuable services they are unable to entertain the matter, as it would be a very undesirable 
precedent to establish’ (The Argus, 26/9/1924). 
In June, before the club tour of Adelaide the committee rejected another player’s request for wages. These 
principled replies were documented in writing, but it is likely that these players were making such requests 
because others at the club were receiving similar payments.
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Best
Sandhurst: Neill, Nosworthy, Gale, Rae, Hillson
New South Wales: A. Young, Young, Martin, Butler, Watson, Hedger
Goals
Sandhurst: Neill
New South Wales: Hedger, A. Young, McNamara, Jackson 
July 9
Carlton 2. 7 3.13 
Hotham 0. 6 0. 9
(EMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Wilson, A. Coventry, Frayne, Spear, Conway
Hotham: Walker, Shaw, Neely, Ley, Paterson, Batt, Boyd
Goals
Carlton: Spear, Conway, Coulthard
East Melbourne  3
Royal Park  2 
(RCG)
Best
East Melbourne: Pohlman, F. Tindale, Dunne, Alexander
Royal Park: Barwise, Peacock, McLennan, O’Byrne
Goals
East Melbourne: Pohlman 2, F. Tindale
Royal Park: Kirwan, Buzaglo
Essendon 0. 1 1. 2
Geelong 6.14 8.24
(MCG; Att: 3-4,000) 
Best
Essendon: Chadwick, F. Hughes, Pearson, Carter, Powell, Griffiths
Geelong: Collins (bog), Austin, Murphy, Steedman, Brownlow, Curdie
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Goals
Essendon: McCulloch
Geelong: Robertson 2, Collins 2, W. Wilson, Field, J. Wilson, De Little
South Melbourne v. Southern (23) Not Played*
*The Southern team failed to make an appearance.
July 16
Carlton 1. 4 3. 6   
South Melbourne 1. 3 2. 7
(MCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
Carlton: Wilson (bog), G. Robertson, Rickards, Coulthard, Smith
South Melbourne: Minchin, Young, Gibson, Addison, Hutton, McKnight
Goals
Carlton: Wilson, Brookes, Woodburn
South Melbourne: Taylor, Wells
East Melbourne (1) 3. 9
South Yarra (0) 1.10
(RCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
East Melbourne: Pohlman, Tindale, Dunne, Manderson, Cody
South Yarra: Edwards, Rutherford, Stokes, Knight, Sloman
Nail biting finale
South Melbourne made a desperate bid to kick an equalising goal towards the end of the match against 
Carlton. During this exciting finale ‘the game was so much in favour of the South Melbourne team, that the 
supporters of Carlton anxiously watched the clock for time to be called, feeling that at any moment the 
victory might be snatched from their favourites’. 
The Argus, 18/7/1881
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Goals
East Melbourne: Unknown
South Yarra: Pierce
Geelong (1) 2.19
Chilwell (23) (0) 0. 2
(CO; Att: 500)
Best
Geelong: Collins, Austin, Field, Steedman, F.M. Douglass, W. Wilson
Chilwell: Martin, Kennedy, Matthews, Taylor, Foote, Lofts
Goals
Geelong: Shaw, Collins
Hotham  6.20
Brunswick (23)  0. 0 0. 0
(RPB; Att: 200)
Best
Brunswick: Chapman, Fleming
Goals
Hotham: Pullen 2, Bracken, Boyd, McInnes, Goding
Essendon v. West Melbourne Not played*
*West Melbourne returned to junior ranks and did not fulfill this fixture.
July 23
Carlton 2. 3 4. 8 
Melbourne 1. 5 1. 8
(EMCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Carlton: Wilson (bog), Conway, R. Crawford, Coventry, Rickards, Robertson 
Melbourne: Aitken, Rannard, McKenzie, Adams, Lamrock, J. Rosser
Goals
Carlton: Jno. Rickards 2, Wilson, Conway
Melbourne: Stiffe
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East Melbourne  1
Essendon  1
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
East Melbourne: Tuckfield, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, Burns, Pohlman
Essendon: Carter, Lethbridge, Powell, Miller
Goals
East Melbourne: Unknown
Essendon: J. Carter
Geelong 2.15 8.26
Hotham 0. 0 0. 0
(CO; Att: 1,200-1,400)
Best
Geelong: Collins, Steedman, Thomson, J. Wilson, Clarke
Hotham: Lording, Ley, McInnes, A. Sutcliffe, Fitzpatrick, Walker, 
Goals
Geelong: Field 3, Robertson 2, Mulligan, Collins, Morrison
South Melbourne  7 
Waverley (23) (0) 0
(SMCG)
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell 4, Gilchrist, Latchford, H. Rosser
July 30
Carlton 2. 6 2. 6
Geelong 2. 7 5.17
(EMCG; Att: 12-15,000)
Best
Carlton: Frayne, Conway, G. Robertson, O’Neill, O’Donnell
Geelong: Murphy (bog), Steedman, J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Broughton
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Goals
Carlton: Conway, Jno. Rickards
Geelong: Morrison 4, Broughton
East Melbourne (0) 1.11
Hotham (3) 4.11
(RCG)
Best
East Melbourne: Pohlman, Burns, Tindale, Manderson, MacGregor
Hotham: Neely, Ley, Wedd, Shaw, McInnes, Lording
Goals
East Melbourne: Unknown
Hotham: Neely 2, Unknown
Essendon (0) 0. 3
Melbourne (1) 2.15
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Carter, James, Griffiths, Graham, Chadwick
Melbourne: Aitken, Bennie, Sibley, McKenzie, Murphy
Goals
Melbourne: Hamilton, Boys
Great team play from the Pivot
Geelong demonstrated its very best form against Carlton at the East Melbourne CG, and its excellent method 
of play was described by a correspondent: 
followers were constantly on the ball throughout, and the placed men in their places, while all 
round they picked up the ball surely and neatly, marked and kicked well, and shepherded most 
indefatigably; in fact, their play in every regard will compare favourably with the very best ever 
witnessed here.
Australasian, 6/8/1881
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South Melbourne  2.15
Sandridge (23)  1. 1
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: McMichael
Goals
South Melbourne: H. Rosser, Latchford
Sandridge (23): Kennedy
Ladder at the end of July*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 12 10 2 0 58 8
Carlton 13 10 1 2 59 17
Melbourne 12 9 1 2 49 20
South Melbourne 12 8 3 1 36 12
East Melbourne 13 5 3 5 23 30
Hotham 8 3 1 4 12 12
Essendon 12 3 3 6 11 24
*Excluding Inter-colonial games.
Leading Goal kickers*
E. Brookes (Carl.)  17
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  10
R. Morrison (Geel.) 10
W. Stiffe (Melb.) 10
W. Wells (SM)  10
*All matches
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August 6
Inter-colonial
New South Wales 1. 2 1. 6
Victoria 6. 5 9.16
(Association CG, Randwick; Att: 5,000)
Best
New South Wales: Young, Pierce, Martin, McNamara, Kellett
Victoria: Austin, Coventry, Goer, Carter, Steedman, Robertson
Goals
New South Wales: Young
Victoria: Steedman 3, Coventry 2, Carter 2, McIntosh, Patterson
New South Wales
Squad of 21 
Balhausen, Balhausen, E. Burns*, J. Bull, C. Clay, G. Crisp*, W. Daly, Druce*, H. Hedger, J. Jackson, C. Kellett (c)*, 
J. Martin*, A. McNamara*, J. McNamara*, T. Nash*, A. Phillips*, W. Pierce*, R. Randall*, J. Terry, Wilkinson*, A. Young*
*Asterisk indicates that the player was named in match reports.
Victoria
Starting 20 
A. Coventry, W. Goer, F. McIntosh, F. Spear (Carl.); J. Coady, J. Dougall, H. Dunne, J. Manderson, F. Tindale (EM); 
J. Carter, H. Griffiths (Ess.); A. Austin (c), A. Collins, W. Murphy, A. Robertson, H. Steedman (Geel.); A. Ley, A. 
Neely, R. Paterson, A. Wedd (Hoth.)
Senior
Essendon (0) 0.13
Hotham (0) 0. 6
(FH)
Best
Essendon: W. Hughes, F. Hughes, James, McArthur, O’Meara
Hotham: McInnes (bog), Clarke, Denhert, McCandlish
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Maryborough (1) 3. 6
Carlton (2) 4.15
(PP)
Goals
Maryborough: O’Leary, T. Elliott, Smith
Carlton: Brookes 2, Coulthard, Jno. Rickards
Northcote (1) 2. 6
East Melbourne (18) (1) 1.10
(Northcote CG)
Best
Northcote: Plant, Wicks, Brown, McKenzie
East Melbourne: Miller, Pohlman, Burns, Tuckfield, Adamson
Goals
Northcote: Unknown
East Melbourne: Unknown
South Melbourne 1. 7 2.13
Melbourne 0. 3 1. 9
(SMCG; Att: 10,000)
Carlton in Maryborough
Maryborough’s local football judges were out in force to assess the Carlton football team. In the first half the 
Blues’ style of play was closely studied and the following observations were made: 
It was soon seen that the visitors, for the most part, ran in couples, and that each man had his 
place assigned to him, thus very conveniently dividing the work; further, the best men had a 
peculiar kind of grapple in the exercise of which they were enabled to throw a player down with 
great expedition and very few of our men could withstand it. The Carlton players likewise had the 
advantage of being nearly all of them remarkably fleet of foot.
The Maryborough & Dunolly Advertiser, 8/8/1881
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Best
South Melbourne: Minchin, Addison, Young, Gibson, Hopkinson, Hutton
Melbourne: Watson, Adams, Aitken, J. Rosser, Lamrock, McKenzie
Goals
South Melbourne: Slatter, H. Rosser
Melbourne: Adams
August 13
Carlton 1. 4 6. 7
East Melbourne 1. 8 1. 8
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Woodburn, Wilson, Crawford, McIntosh
East Melbourne: Champion, Tindale, Anderson, Miller, Dougall, Dunne
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 3, Woodburn, Bailey, O’Neill
East Melbourne: F. Tindale
Essendon 0. 1 1. 1 
South Melbourne 2. 2 3. 7
(FH; Att: 1,500)     
Best
Essendon: Hughes, Marshall, Robertson, James, Carter, Griffiths
South Melbourne: McMichael, Minchin, Spain, Hopkinson, Slatter
Goals
Essendon: F. Robertson
South Melbourne: H. Rosser, Wells, McMichael
Geelong (1) 9.25
South Yarra (1) 1. 1
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Austin, J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Hall, Steedman
South Yarra: Brooks, Knight, Pearce, Stokes, Wright
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Goals
Geelong: Sparrow 3, Murphy 2, Steedman, Morrison, Field, Moffatt
South Yarra: Rutherford
Hotham 1. 2 1.13
Melbourne 2. 8 2.15
(EMCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Hotham: Lording, Ley, Shaw, Neely
Melbourne: Aitken, Lamrock, Adams, McKenzie
Goals
Hotham: O’Brien
Melbourne: Aitken, McKenzie
August 20
Inter-colonial
Victoria 5.11 9.22
South Australia 1. 4 1. 8
(EMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Victoria: Wilson, Gibson, McMichael, Ley, Lording, Goer, Frayne
South Australia: McShane (bog), Mehrtens, Dick, Letchford, Coffey, Hill
Goals
Victoria: Wilson 3, Coulthard 2, Shaw, Dunne, Major, Lording
South Australia: Hill
Victoria
*Colours: Red, white and blue
Starting 20
F. Conway, G. Coulthard, R. Frayne, W. Goer (c), H. Wilson (Carl.); H. Dunne, F. Tindale (EM); J. Carter, F. Hughes, 
H. Griffiths (Ess.); A. Ley, F. Lording, A. Neely, J. Shaw (Hoth.); W. Addison, J. Gibson, A. McMichael, G. Major (v-c), 
M. Minchin, J. Young (SM)
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South Australia
*Colours: Red, White and Yellow
19 of 20 Starting*
M. Coffey, F. Letchford, H. McNamara, A.E. Waldron (c) (Norw.); J. Sidoli, R. Turpenny, J. Watt (Port Adel.); R. Hill, 
T. Maloney, A. Mehrtens, R. Wardrop, (Sth Adel.); A.M. Dick (v-c), A.W. Cocks, E. Cox, J. Creswell, P.G. McShane 
(Sth Park); J. Brophy, A. Frayne, J. Minnie (Victorian)
*The 20th player either A/R. Buchan (Sth. Adel.) H.R. Lewis (Sth Park), or A. Munro (Sth Park).
Senior
Geelong 2. 0 4.12
Melbourne 3.12 3.14
(CO; Att: 4,000)
Best
Geelong: Steedman (bog), Austin, Atkins, Thomson, Morrison, Douglass
Melbourne: Adams, Thewlis, Aitken, McDonald, McKenzie, Manifold
Goals
Geelong: Steedman 4
Melbourne: Syme, Stiffe, McKenzie
Wednesday August 24
Victoria 3. 9 4.14
South Australia 0. 0 1. 5
(EMCG; Att: 1,000-1,500)
Best
Victoria: J. Wilson, H. Wilson, Carter, Coulthard, McMichael
South Australia: A. Frayne, Watt, McShane, Dick, Waldron, Turpenny
Goals
Victoria: Griffiths, H. Wilson, McMichael, Coulthard
South Australia: Turpenny
Victoria
Starting 20
G. Coulthard, H. Wilson, R. Frayne, W. Goer (Carl.); H. Dunne (EM); J. Carter, H. Griffiths, E. Powell (Ess.); 
A. Collins, A. Robertson, J. Wilson (c) (Geel.), A. Ley, F. Lording (Hoth.); D. Aitken, M. McKenzie, W. Manifold 
(Melb.); J. Gibson, A. McMichael, G. Major, J. Young (SM)
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   419 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
420
1881 Statistics
South Australia
17 of 20 Starting*
J. Brophy (Victn), A.W. Cocks (Sth. Park), E. Cox (Sth. Park), J. Creswell (Sth. Park), A.M. Dick (Sth. Park), A. Frayne 
(Victn), R. Hill (Sth. Adel.), F. Letchford (Norw.), H. McNamara (Norw.), P.G. McShane (Sth. Park), T. Maloney (Sth. 
Adel.), A. Mehrtens (Sth. Adel.), J. Sidoli (Port Adel.), R. Turpenny (Port Adel.), A.E. Waldron (c) (Norw.), R. Wardrop 
(Sth. Adel.), J. Watt (Port Adel.)
*Three players not known, but come from the following: M. Coffey (Norw.), J. Minnie (Victn), R/A. Buchan (Sth. Adel.), R. Lewis (Sth. 
Park) and A. Munro (Sth. Park).
August 27
Inter-colonial
Geelong District* 1.15 8.26
South Australia 0. 1 0. 1
(CO; Att: 1,500)
*The Geelong FC + Jack Baker
Best
Geelong District Clubs: Baker, Steedman, Murphy, J. Wilson, Austin, De Little
South Australia: Mehrtens, Sidoli, Cox, McShane, Waldron, Brophy, Frayne
Goals
Geelong District Clubs: Baker 5, Steedman, Hall, Robertson
The problem with little marking
Peter Pindar identified some problems associated with Little Marking and warned that it
is rapidly assuming the shape of simply passing the ball. Frequently of late, in the very best matches, 
I have seen this practice obtain, and it is fast becoming so common that it will take a strong hand 
to put it down. No one admires ‘little marking’, pure and simple, more than myself, but when it 
assumes the guise of merely putting the ball to the toe and throwing them together, it is high time 
something was done to put down the practice. 
Australasian, 25/6/1881
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Senior
Melbourne 2. 3 3. 6
Carlton 0. 9 3.19
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 12-15,000)
Best
Melbourne: Watson, McDonald, Rannard, Aitken, Stiffe, Booth, Rosser
Carlton: Wilson (bog), Coulthard, Conway, G. Robertson, O’Neill
Goals
Melbourne: McKenzie, Stiffe, Aitken
Carlton: Jno. Rickards, Coulthard, Wilson
South Melbourne 1. 5 3. 9
Hotham 1. 1 1. 4
(SMCG; Att: 3-5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Minchin, Brown, McMichael, Addison, Young, Bushell
Hotham: Ley, O’Brien, Walker, Shaw, Neely
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell, Latchford, Hutton
Hotham: Walker
South Yarra (0) 0. 9
East Melbourne (1) 1. 3
(St K P.)
Best
South Yarra: Griffiths, Ashton, Hatch, Brookes, Burgess, Cumming
East Melbourne: Pohlman, Tindale, Dunne, Howard, Champion, Tuckfield
Goal
East Melbourne: Alexander
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   421 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
422
1881 Statistics
Ladder at the end of August*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 14 12 2 0 71 12
South Melbourne 15 11 3 1 43 15
Carlton 16 12 2 2 72 24
Melbourne 16 10 2 4 58 30
East Melbourne 16 6 3 7 26 38
Hotham 11 3 2 6 14 17
Essendon 14 3 4 7 12 27
*Excluding Inter-colonial games.
Leading Goal kickers*
E. Brookes (Carl.)  19
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  15
W. Stiffe (Melb.) 12
R. Morrison (Geel.) 11
W. Wells (SM)  11
*All matches
September 3
Carlton (1) 3.10
Hotham (1) 1. 9
(PO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: Wilson, Bailey, O’Neill, Maloney, O’Donnell
Hotham: Shaw, Walker, Boyd, McWilliams, Lording
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard, Newing, Goer
Hotham: O’Brien
Essendon  7
Elwood (23) (0) 0
(FH)
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Goals
Essendon: Crow 4, J. Carter, Griffiths, W. Hughes
Melbourne 0. 3 2
East Melbourne 0. 2 0
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: Lawrence, McKenzie, Watson, Booth
East Melbourne: Tindale, Tuckfield, Dunne, Pohlman
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe 2
South Melbourne 2. 6 4.10
Geelong 0. 1 1. 6
(SMCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young (bog), McMichael, Hutton, Addison, Minchin, Wells
Geelong: Murphy, J. Wilson, Broughton, Collins, Hall, Steedman
Goals
South Melbourne: H. Rosser, Hopkinson, Towns, Bushell
Geelong: Collins
September 10 
Carlton (2) 3. 8
Northcote (23) (0) 0. 1
(PO)
Goals
Carlton: Rickards 2, Newing
Geelong 7. 6 10.34 
Essendon 0. 2 1. 3
(CO; Att: 1,200)
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Best
Geelong: ‘All the team played well’.
Essendon: Griffiths, Powell, Robertson, McArthur, Carter, F. James
Goals
Geelong: Robertson 2, Moffatt 2, Collins, Morrison, Brownlow, P. Douglass, De Little, 
McPherson
Essendon: James
Melbourne 1. 9 3.17
Hotham 0. 1 3. 2
(Melb. Gr; Att: 5,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Watson, J. Rosser, McKenzie, Lawrence, Adams
Hotham: Shaw (bog), Ley, Neely, Goding, Lording, McInnes
Goals
Melbourne: C. Baker, C. Power, Downes
Hotham: Nairn, Bell, Goding
South Melbourne 3. 2 6.12
East Melbourne 0. 4 0. 4
(SMFG)
*The goals kicked by Wells, Young and Slatter were allocated to conform to The Footballer’s 1881 end of season figures.
Too easy 
South Melbourne was much too powerful for its East Melbourne opponents, and this led to some excesses 
on the part of the winners. It was noted: 
In the second half the East showed up well for a time, but the superior physique of the Southerners 
told its tale and they got three more goals … Both clubs were weak, but the East felt their loss 
terribly. During the progress of the second hour’s play, several of the South took matters very 
easily, some lying down; others scrambled the fence to view the Hurling match between the 
Emerald Hill and Lauriston clubs. 
The Herald, 16/9/1881
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Best
South Melbourne: Young (bog), Wells, Taylor, Bushell, Minchin, Addison
East Melbourne: Dougall, Dunne, Henry, Houston, Tindale, Grant
Goals
South Melbourne: Wells 3, Bushell, Young, Slatter*
September 17
Geelong 4. 9 8.25
East Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0
(CO)
Best
Geelong: Sherren, J. Wilson, Broughton, Moffatt, Steedman, Field
East Melbourne: Tuckfield, Hill, Kewley
Goals
Geelong: Steedman 2, Morrison 2, Ulbrick, Moffatt, Sherren, Robertson
Melbourne 3. 6 4.12
Essendon 1. 1 5. 6 
(Melb. Gr; Att: 4,000)
Best
Melbourne: Rannard, Aitken, McKenzie, McDonnell, Power, Conroy
Essendon: Carter, Pitcher, Cubley, Powell, McArthur, Griffiths
Goals
Melbourne: Boys, E. Longden, Power, McDonald
Essendon: E. Miller, Cubley, W. Hughes, Steel, Lethbridge
South Melbourne 3.12 4.12
Hotham 0. 0 1. 3
(SMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Addison, McMichael, Young, Minchin, Brooks, Hutton
Hotham: Shaw, McInnes, Ley, McWilliams, Clarke, Denhert
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Goals
South Melbourne: H. Rosser 2, Wells, Waine
Hotham: O’Brien
Carlton v. West Melbourne Not played*
*West Melbourne returned to junior ranks and did not fulfill this fixture.
September 24 
Geelong 4.22 4.29 
Carlton 0. 0 3. 2 
(CO; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Hall, Steedman, Shaw, Robertson, Murphy
Carlton: Goer (bog), Wilson, Bailey, Conway, Frayne, Coulthard
Goals
Geelong: Steedman, Brownlow, Morrison, F.M. Douglass
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Brookes
Essendon  1. 6
East Melbourne  1. 5
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Powell, Pitcher, Robertson, Lethbridge
East Melbourne: Dunne, Tuckfield, Westerman, Pohlman, Tindale
Goals
Essendon: Steel
East Melbourne: Strachan
Melbourne 0. 2 0. 5
South Melbourne 2. 4 5.15
(Melb. Gr.)
Goals
South Melbourne: Latchford 2, Wells, Minchin, Bushell
Hotham v. West Melbourne (23) Not played*
*West Melbourne returned to junior ranks and did not fulfill this fixture.
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October 1
Carlton 1. 4 1. 9
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 3
(PO; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Carlton: Wilson, Conway, Coulthard, Frayne, McShane, O’Neill
Melbourne: Aitken, Watson, McKenzie, Thewlis, Adams, Pitcher
Goals
Carlton: Bailey
Melbourne: Hill
East Melbourne  2
Powlett  2
(Possibly the RCG)
Goals
East Melbourne: Unknown
Powlett: Unknown
A favourite pastime
Melbourne’s clubs sometimes complained about umpiring in Geelong, and in the above match, Carlton 
inferred that umpire Millikin was favouring the home side. This was despite the fact that he was an ex-Barwon 
player. A local journalist retorted that clubs like Melbourne, Carlton and South Melbourne were particularly 
good for  ‘the abuse always given to Geelong umpires … [and] ought really to insist upon having the game 
left in the hands of their own umpires for the sake of peace’. 
Geelong Advertiser, 26/9/1881
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1881 — Season Review
SENIOR LADDER*
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 19 15 3  1  63 15
Geelong 18 15 2  1  94 20
Carlton 24 18 3  3 107 33
Melbourne 24 14 4  6  79 44
Essendon 18 5 5  8  26 42
Hotham 20 6 3 11  35 42 
East Melbourne 21 6 5 10  29 55
*All matches, including inter-colonial contests.
CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
The best three: H. Wilson (Carl.), Jas. Wilson (Geel.) J. Young (SM)
Best followers: J. Shaw (Hoth.), H. Steedman (Geel.), G. Robertson (Carl.), 
 F. Conway (Carl.), W. Addison (SM), M. Minchin (SM), 
 J.M. Carter (Ess.), D. Aitken (Melb.), W. Murphy (Geel.)
Best backs: R. Frayne (Carl.), J. Gibson (SM), A. Austin (Geel.), 
 A. Ley (Hoth.), S. Thewlis (Melb.)
Best all rounders: G. Coulthard (Carl.), W. Goer (Carl.), J. Watson (Melb.), 
 A. Collins (Geel.), F. Tindale (EM), A. Neely (Hoth.), 
 F. Hughes (Ess.), H. Griffiths (Ess.)
Best wings: J. Adams (Melb.), B.W. Hall (Geel.), G. O’Neill (Carl.), 
 W. Hopkinson (SM), F. Lording (Hoth.)
Best forwards: A. Robertson (Geel.), R. Hutton (SM), H. Rosser (SM), 
 M. McKenzie (Melb.), F. McIntosh (Carl.), J. Bailey (Carl.)
Best goal sneaks: E. Brookes (Carl.), W. Wells (SM), 
 R. Morrison (Geel.), W. Stiffe (Melb.)
*According to the Australasian and The Footballer (1881).
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1881: LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
E. Brookes (Carl.)  4 +3 +7 +6 = 20
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  9 +1 +5 +3 = 18
W. Wells (SM)  9 +7 +0 +0 = 16
R. Morrison (Geel.) 11 +4 +0 +0  = 15
W. Stiffe (Melb.) 11 +3 +0 +0  = 14
H. Steedman (Geel.) 7 +4 +0 +0  = 11 
H. Wilson (Carl.)  5 +1 +2 +2 = 10
W. Goer (Carl.)  1 +3 +2 +3 = 9
R. Sibley (Melb.)  0 +5 +0 +4  = 9
*All games: seniors + juniors + country + inter-colonial.
JUNIOR RESULTS*
 p w d l f a
South Yarra 18  10  3  5  49  27
South Park 18 13 4 1 61 7
Hotham United 17 8 2 7 30 15
Hawthorn 14 7 1 6 31 29
Star of Carlton 19 8 8 3 30 16
Waverley 14 7 4 3 20 15
Powlett 18 9 5 4 37 27
Stanley 19 15 2 2 48 13
Royal Park 15 4 7 4 16 19
Battery United 16 11 4 1 36 6
Sandridge 11 4 2 5 11 18
Britannia 16    2 29  9
Williamstown 13 6 4 3 22 13
Northcote 14 4 2 8 23 35 
Southern 6 0 0 6 2 21
*The top six rankings according to The Footballer (1881).
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Geelong District
 p w d l f a
Geelong West 17 7 3 7 37 20
Other clubs: North Geelong, East Geelong and Chilwell.
Ballarat District*
 p w d l f a
Ballarat Imperial 12 9 1 2 34 10
Ballarat City 15 10 1 4 37 9
Albion Imperial 10 8 2 0 21 6
Victoria Imperial 13 5 7 1 13 9
Ballarat 19 0 4 15 11 47
Creswick 10 5 1 4 16 12
*Rankings according to The Footballer (1881).
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Inter-colonial results
Carlton: Adelaide Tour
11/6: South Park 2.8 v. Carlton 6.8
15/6: Port Adelaide 0.3 v. Carlton 13.17
18/6: Victorian Club 0.5 v. Carlton 3.12
20/6: Norwood 1.5 v. Carlton 3.12
Goal kickers: 
E. Brookes 6, J. Bailey 3, G. Coulthard 3, W. Goer 3, C. Donovan 2, F. McIntosh 2, Jas. Rickards 2, 
H. Wilson 2, F. Conway 1, H. O’Donnell 1
*One goal added for Bailey and Donovan to conform to end of season goal kicking lists in The Footballer (1881) and Australasian.
Hotham: Tasmanian Tour
2/7: North Tasmania (23) 0 v. Hotham 4
5/7: Southern Tasmania (23)* 3.15 v. Hotham 2.16
*Southern Tas. contained players from Hobart, Richmond and Oatland clubs.
Goal kickers: 
A. Neely 2, E.P. O’Brien 2, O’Donnell 1, J. Shaw 1
Melbourne: Sydney Tour
9/7: Waratah* (23) 0.1 v. Melbourne 2.22
*Also referred to as East Sydney.
14/7: Sydney (23) 0.4 v. Melbourne 4.15
16/7: NSW Association* 0.2 v. Melbourne 5.22
*A combination of the Sydney and East Sydney clubs.
Goal kickers: 
R. Sibley 4, C. Baker 2, H. Downes 1, C. Power 1, D. Rannard 1, H. Syme 1, J. Watson 1
*Sibley’s 3 goals and C. Power 1 goal not originally reported in the press. I have added these goals to conform to the Australasian’s 
end of season goal kicking tallies.
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   431 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   432 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
433
1882 Statistics
1882
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: W. Goer
Vice Captain: G. Coulthard
Team: J. Bailey, J. Baker, E. Barrass, S. Bloomfield, Boyd, G. Bragge, E. Brookes, B. Collins, F. Conway, 
G. Coulthard, A. Coventry, C. Donovan, J. Doran, R. Frayne, W. Goer, J. (‘Henry’) Henry, 
P. Lacey, T. Maloney, F. McIntosh, J. Melville, J. Muir, W. Muir, B. Murphy, E. Murphy, 
T. Nosworthy, H. O’Donnell, O’Loughlin, G. O’Neill, Jas. Rickards, Jno. Rickards, Jas. Robertson, 
Jno. Robertson, M. Slattery, G. Smith, J. Smith, Snodgrass, F. Spear, J. Spear, J. Tankard, T. Walsh, 
H. Wilson, W. Woodburn, J. Woods
Goal kickers:
 G. Coulthard [14], J. Baker [12], J. Bailey [8], Jno. Rickards [6], F. Conway [4], H. Wilson [4], 
A. Coventry [3], F. McIntosh [3], R. Frayne [2], W. Muir [2], Jas. Rickards [2], F. Spear [2], 
J. Spear [2], S. Bloomfield [1], Boyd [1], W. Goer [1], H. O’Donnell [1], T. Walsh [1], 
W. Woodburn [1]
New: J. Baker (NG/GC), S. Bloomfield (Ess/Carl. Jun.), Boyd (Hoth.), P. Lacey (Wav.), 
T. Nosworthy (Sandhurst), O’Loughlin (SCA), J. Tankard (Hoth. Utd, then to Hoth.)
Departures: Crawford (RP, SA)
East Melbourne
Captain: F. Tindale 
Vice Captain: H. Dunne
Team: N. Adamson, A. Alexander, Batt, Batt, C. Bower, F. Bower, Brown, Buick, J. Burns, Cadell, 
H. Champion, J. Champion, Clark, Clements, J. Coady, Cole, F. Comins, J. Cooper, Danaher, 
J. Dickens, Doig, J. Dougall, H. Dunne, J. Farley, Francis, J. Grant, T. Hagan, Hartridge, Hooper, 
F. Houston, T. Howard, W. Klaus, Lord, E.M. MacGregor, Matthews, McCartey, J. McCarthy, 
A. McIntyre, W. McNicoll, Mulhally, Murray, O’Leary, Pennefather, Pitcher, F. Pohlman, J. Rouse, 
Simson, Speeding, W. Stembel, G. Strachan, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, J. Trott, A. Tuckfield, 
F. Tuckfield, H. Tuckfield, E. Westerman, White, Williams
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Goal kickers:
 A. McIntyre [3], A. Tuckfield [3], F. Tindale [2], Batt [1], H. Champion [1], Cole [1], F. Pohlman [1], 
Simson [1], H. Tindale [1], H. Tuckfield [1], E. Westerman [1], Williams [1]
New: C. Bower (CI), F. Bower (CI), F. Comins (Ess.), J. Farley (Jolimont), T. Hagan 
(Hoth. Utd), W. McNicoll (Jolimont), O’Leary (GD), J. Rouse (Hoth. Utd), 
J. Trott (Ess.)
Departures: C. Alexander (Ess.), H. Carr (Melb.), H. Champion (Ret., back in July), 
W. Douglas (SY) 
Essendon
Captain: E. Powell
Team: Jas. Adams, Jno. Adams, C. Alexander, Bent, C. Bishop, T. Bloomfield, C/J. Brown, P.J. Bruen, 
Burgess, Bushby, G. Cairns, J. Carter, P. Carter, B. Clarke, Cook, F.W. De Little, Dodd, 
M. Dowlan, R. Feehan, E. Francis, J.H. Gardiner, Gerutty, H. Griffiths, Hamilton, F. Hughes, 
W. Hughes, F. James, A.E. Lethbridge, H. Lyon, F. Mansfield, J. Martin, McCartin, C. McCulloch, 
McDonald, McLeod, P.G. McShane, E. Miller, T. Nally, E.P. O’Brien, F. Osborne, H. Osborne, 
J. Osborne, B. Pender, W. Pitcher, E. Powell, W. Rogers, Ross, T. Rout, A. Steel, A. Walker, 
C. Watt, J. Watt, Williams, Williamson, A. Young, E. Young
Goal kickers:
 G. Cairns [13], J. Carter [9], R. Feehan [9], W. Hughes [6], J. Martin [6], E.P. O’Brien [6], 
A. Steel [6], C. Watt [6], F. Hughes [5], T. Rout [3], Williams [3], P.G. McShane [2], J. Adams [1], 
C/J. Brown [1], B. Clarke [1], F. James [1], McDonald [1], W. Pitcher [1], A. Walker [1], 
Unknown [4]
New: Jno. Adams (Melb/SC), C. Alexander (EM/WMA), Bent (Broadm.), 
P. Bruen (Wav/SC), G. Cairns (BC), W. De Little (Geel.), Dodd (1880), 
E. Francis (Powlett/Melb/ MGS), Gerutty (Wav.), McDonald (Keilor), 
P.G. McShane (Sth Park, SA/Ess.), E.P. O’Brien (Hoth.), B. Pender (MGS), 
T. Rout (Powlett/SC, during season), Ross (Keilor), 
Williams (Hoth. Alb. during season)
Departures: S. Bloomfield (Carl.), A. Crow (Country), J. Cubley (Country), D. Marshall 
(Country), F. Pitcher (Melb.), F. Robertson (Country)
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Geelong
Captain: J. Wilson
Vice Captain: F. Thomson
Team: N. Atkins, A. Austin, J. Boyd, R. Broughton, C. Brownlow, H.J. Brush, T. Cahill, Christey, 
A. Clarke, A. Collins, D. Curdie, F.W. De Little, F.M. Douglass, H.P. Douglass, R. Edols, J. Field, 
B.W. Hall, D. Hickinbotham, Hickinbotham, H. Hodges, J. Kerley, R. Kirk, W. MacPherson, 
C. McArthur, H. McLean, J. McLean, Jno. McShane, R. Morrison, J. Murphy, W. Murphy, 
C. Palmer, R. Robinson, J. Shaw, H. Steedman, R. Talbot, J. Thompson, F. Thomson, 
R. Thomson, G. Watson, D. Whitelaw, J. Wilson, W. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 H. McLean [25], D. Curdie [21], H. Steedman [14], A. Collins [10], J. Field [9], Jno. McShane [7], 
D. Hickinbotham [6], R. Broughton [5], C. Brownlow [3], F.M. Douglas [3], R. Robinson [3], 
G. Watson [3], D. Whitelaw [3], W. Hall [2], N. Atkins [1], F.W. De Little [1], W. Murphy [1], 
J. Shaw [1], R. Talbot [1], J. Thompson [1], F. Thomson [1], R. Thomson [1], J. Wilson [1]
New: J. Boyd (1880), H.J. Brush (GGS), T. Cahill (GGS), R. Edols (GC), 
D. Hickinbotham (WG), J. Kerley (NG/GGS), H. McLean (GC), R. Talbot (WG), 
R. Thomson (GGS)
Departures: H.P. Douglass (Melb, later in season), F.W. De Little (Ess, during season), 
T. Manifold (England), W. Moffatt (Away), R. Morrison (Edinburgh, during season), 
A. Robertson (England, during season), R. Robinson (Melb.), J. Ulbrick (Melb.), 
J. Wilson (Norw, SA, back 10/6)
Hotham
Captain: A. Pullen
Vice Captain: A. Neely
Team: R. Adams, S. Amess, Attridge, Austin, J. Barwise, J. Batt, Boyd, W. Brandt, Cadell, W. Cameron, 
R. Clarke, F. Coffey, W.H. Cundy, Denhert, Douglas, Farmer, Fitzpatrick, J.H. Gardiner, 
A. Goding, J. Goodwin, Goodwin, Harper, Henderson, G. Houston, T. Houston, J. Irwin, A. Ley, 
M. Little, A. McInnes, R. McInnes, Meares, J. Mitchell, J. Munro, Murphy, A. Neely, W. Paterson, 
Pattie, A. Pullen, A. Rae, J. Rae, Ric(k)hards, Rigg, Roberts, J. Robertson, J. Shaw, J. Smith, 
J. Tankard, J. Todd, J. Walker, Williams, A. Young, E. Young
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Goal kickers:
 A. Neely [11], E. Young [7], A. Young [5], S. Amess [2], A. Pullen [2], J. Shaw [2], J. Tankard [2], 
J. Barwise [1], W. Cameron [1], R. Clarke [1], F. Coffey [1], Douglas [1], Henderson [1], 
Houston [1], M. Little [1], McInnes [1], J. Mitchell [1], W. Paterson [1], J. Robertson [1], J. Todd [1]
New: R. Adams (Hoth. Utd, during season), S. Amess (Hoth. Utd/Hoth. Alb.), 
J. Barwise (RP), W. Brandt (SM), Cadell (EM, during season), W. Cameron (SoC), 
F. Coffey (NP), W. Cundy (Tas.), Denhert (EM/Hoth.), Douglas (Rutherglen), 
Harper (Rich. Un.), G. Houston (Melb.), J. Irwin (MI), M. Little (1880), Meares 
(YP), J. Mitchell (RP), J. Munro (Will.), A. Rae (Sandhurst), J. Rae (Sandhurst), Rigg 
(YP), J. Robertson (Melb/Hoth/AP during season), J. Tankard (Carl/Hoth. Utd/
Hoth.), Williams (RP), 
A. Young (East Sydney 1881/Melb/poss. Hoth. Un.), E. Young (RP)
Departures: Boyd (Carl.), W. Dedman (Tas.), J. Gardiner (Ess.), T. Horan (SM), F. Lording (SM), 
Lowrie (Powlett), E.P. O’Brien (Ess.), F. Wedd (East Sydney)
Melbourne
Captain: D. Rannard
Vice Captain: C. Baker
Team: D. Aitken, G. Aitken, C. Baker, Barnard, R. Booth, W. Boys, Butler, H. Carr, A. Chalmers, 
R. Don, H.P. Douglass, Dow, Dow, Duncan, H Evans, Feehan, E. Griffiths, W. Henderson, 
A. Hill, S. Lamrock, H. Lawrence, R. Lewers, E. Longden, F. Longden, C. MacKnight, Marks, 
J.M. McDonald, McGibbon, M. McKenzie, J. McKie, McLellan, Minchin, A. Morris, J. Morris, 
H. Morrison, B. Murphy, P. Murphy, T. Nash, R.B. Nicholson, R.G. Nicholson, Osborne, 
F. Pitcher, F. Plant, C. Power, F. Power, H. Power, D. Rannard, R. Robinson, J. Robertson, 
W. Robertson, R. Sillett, E. Sloman, W. Stiffe, H. Syme, S. Thewlis, J. Ulbrick, J. Watson, J. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 D. Aitken [5], J.M. McDonald [5], C. Power [5], J. Ulbrick [5], H. Power [4], J. Robertson [4], 
W. Stiffe [4], M. McKenzie [3], Morris [3], A. Hill [2], E. Sloman [2], H. Syme [2], G. Aitken [1], 
H. Carr [1], Longden [1], E. Longden [1], J. McKie [1], R. Nicholson [1], Power [1], D. Rannard [1], 
S. Thewlis [1]
New: G. Aitken (SC), H. Carr (EM/Powlett/Melb.), A. Chalmers (Alb. Imp. sub.), 
R. Don (Tas.), H.P. Douglass (Geel.), E. Griffiths (Clifton), W. Henderson (1880), 
E. Longden (1880), F. Longden (GC), C. MacKnight (MGS), H. Morrison (Powlett/
SC), P. Murphy (Alb. Imp. sub.), T. Nash (East Sydney/Melb/Hoth/Carl/AP/Carl. 
Imp.), F. Pitcher (Ess.), R. Robinson (Geel, during season), E. Sloman (SY), 
J. Ulbrick (Geel.)
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Departures: Jos. Adams (Ess.), H. Downes (Ball.), G. Houston (Hoth.), W. Manifold (England), 
J. Robertson (Hoth, during season), C. Rosser (SM), J. Rosser (SM), R. Sibley (East 
Sydney), C. Swyer (Albury), J. Watson (Norw, SA, during season)
South Melbourne
Captain:  G. Major/M. Minchin/J. Gibson
Vice Captain: M. Minchin
Team: W. Addison, W. Battiscombe, A. Brooks, C. Brown, T. Bushell, T. Cameron, J. Crowl, H. Elms, 
A. Evans, J. Garbutt, W. Gates, J. Gibb, J. Gibson, R. Gilchrist, H. Goding, W. Hopkinson, 
T. Horan, Houston, F. Huggins, R. Hutton, H. Latchford, F. Lording, G. Major, Mason, 
A. McMichael, M. Minchin, J. Moad, C. Rosser, H.  Rosser, J. Rosser, R. Roy, F. Sandilands, 
F. Taylor, J. Taylor, C. Thomas, F. Towns, J. Vivian, A. Waine, W. Wells, J. Williams, Wookey, 
Yates, J. Young
Goal kickers:
 T. Bushell [20], H. Latchford [13], W. Wells [8], R. Roy [8], H. Rosser [5], J. Taylor [4], 
C. Thomas [3], J. Young [3], H. Elms [2], M. Minchin [2], W. Addison [1], A. Brooks [1], 
W. Gates [1], R. Gilchrist [1], H. Goding [1], W. Hopkinson [1], T. Horan [1], J. Rosser [1], 
F. Towns [1]
New: W. Battiscombe (Britannia), T. Cameron (SoC), J. Gibb (1880), H. Elms (SP), 
T. Horan (P. Adel, during season/Hoth./SM), F. Huggins (NG), F. Lording (Hoth.), 
C. Rosser (Melb/SM), J. Rosser (Melb/SM), R. Roy (SP/RS), Wookey (RA) 
Departures: W. Brandt (Hoth.), C. Coulson (Ave/SoC), C. Kellett (P. Adel, SA), G. Slatter (P. 
Adel, SA), G. Watsford (P. Adel, SA)
Junior Clubs
Brunswick District:  Brunswick, East Brunswick, North Brunswick, Star of Brunswick
Carlton District:  Argyle, Avenue, Carlton Alberts, Carlton Alma, Carlton Grosvenor, Carlton Standard, Carlton 
Union, Carlton Zingari, Clyde, Elgin Union, Faraday Union, Star of Carlton, Waverley, Waverley 
United
Collingwood District: Abbotsford, Abbotsford Union, Abbotsford United, Britannia, Clifton Union, Crescent
East Melbourne/Fitzroy District: Fitzroy Alberts, Fitzroy Juniors, Fitzroy Standard, Normanby, Powlett,  Powlett 
Juniors, Star of Fitzroy
Essendon District:  Moonee Ponds  
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Footscray District:  Footscray (aka Prince Imperial), Star of the West, Star of Yarraville, Yarraville
Hawthorn District:  Evansdale, Hawthorn, Mayfield
Melbourne Area:  Melbourne Juniors, Melbourne Imperial, Melbourne Standard, Melbournia, Yarra Park
North Melbourne District: Albion Union, Courtney United, Hotham Juniors, Hotham Union, Hotham United (aka 
Waltham Utd), Kensington Star, North Park, Parkside, Rose of Hotham, Royal Park, 
Star of Hotham, Victory
Port Melbourne District: Sandridge, Sandridge Excelsior, Sandridge United, West Sandridge
Prahran/South Yarra District: Albert, Armadale, Fawkner, Hawksburn, Leura, Southern Cross, South Yarra, 
South Yarra Imperial, Toorak
Richmond District:  Choristers, Cremorne Star, Napier, Park Hill, Richmond (amalg. Rich. Alma & Sth. Rich.), 
Richmond Union, Royal Standard, Stanley, Twilight, Vaucluse
South Melbourne District: Albert Park, Albion, Belmont, Clarence, Emerald, Emerald Hill Alberts, 
Emerald Hill Albion, Fernside, Fortrose, Montague, South Park, Standard, St. Vincent, Union Jack
St Kilda District:  Acland, Brighton, National, South Beach, St Kilda Alma, West Brighton
West Melbourne District: West Melbourne Juniors, West Melbourne Standard, West Melbourne Stanley, 
West Melbourne United
Williamstown District: Osborne, Rose of Williamstown, Standard, Williamstown (amalgamated with Battery Utd), 
 Williamstown Trades
Other Junior Clubs: 
Blue Star, Carnegie, Excelsior, Heidelberg, Lincoln, Merton, Mountain Crush, Reserve, Star of Lonsdale, 
Surrey Union, Union Star, Western Standard, Willow Tree United
Employees clubs:  
Electric Telegraph
Geelong & Country Victoria
Geelong:  Albert, Belmont, Chilwell, Chilwell United, Newtown, North Geelong, West Geelong
Ballarat:  Ballarat, Ballarat Albion Imperial, Ballarat City Imperial (amalgamated with Ballarat City 6/82), 
Ballarat Galatea, Ballarat Wanderers
Other regions: 
Bendigo, Horsham Union, Maryborough, Sandhurst
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1882 Season
April 22
Hotham 0. 2 2.10
Richmond (23)* 0. 5 0. 5
(RPB)
*From 1859 to 1896 teams normally consisted of twenty players. Variations in these numbers are indicated in brackets.
Best
Hotham: Cameron (bog), Walker, Ley, Neely, Barwise, J. Rae
Richmond: Dean, Wookey, Gooch, Ahern, Green, Shaw
Goals
Hotham: Pullen, Todd
April 29
Carlton 0 3. 5
Star of Carlton (23)  0 0. 4
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Baker, McIntosh, Bloomfield, Coventry, Coulthard
Star of Carlton: A. Fitzgerald, Whelan, Cameron, O’Loughlin, Nash
Goals
Carlton: Muir 2, Boyd
Essendon  4.14
Powlett (23) 0. 0 0. 0 
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Martin, P.G. McShane, Powell, Pitcher, Walker
Goals
Essendon: Brown, Clark, P.G. McShane, Carter
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Hotham 1 2. 9
Royal Park (23) 0 0. 2
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Shaw, Barwise, Mitchell, Young, J. Rae, A. Rae
Royal Park: E. Young, Wickham, McLennan, McIvor
Goals
Hotham: Mitchell, Shaw
Melbourne 1 2. 6
Public Schools (25) 0 0. 4
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: Don, Stiffe, Syme, Rannard, Aitken, McKenzie
Schools: Curdie, R. Broughton, Osborne, Robertson
Goals
Melbourne: D. Aitken 2
South Melbourne 0. 6 1.11
Emerald Hill Jun. (23)* 0. 2 0. 4
(SMCG)
*Mostly players from South Park
Best
South Melbourne:  McMichael, Cameron, Addison, Taylor, Brown, Bushell
Emerald Hill Juniors: Minchin, McKnight, McKnight, Caton, Haines, Tyrell
Goal
South Melbourne: Wells
May 6
Carlton 1. 1 4. 8
Northcote (23) 0. 0 1. 1
(PO; Att: 2,000)
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Best
Carlton: Baker (bog), Coulthard, Bloomfield, Frayne, Maloney
Northcote: Wicks, Lawrence, Plant, Glasscock, A. Morris, McKenzie
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Conway, Jno. Rickards
Northcote: Glasscock
Essendon 1. 0 3. 4 
Hotham 1. 8 2.10
(EMCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Essendon: Adams, P.G. McShane, Carter, Nally, McDonald, Martin
Hotham: A. Young (bog), Shaw, Ley, Tankard, Neely, Amess, Rae
Goals
Essendon: McDonald, O’Brien, Steel
Hotham: Neely, Shaw
Geelong (18) 1 2. 8
Geelong Grammar (23) 1 1. 2
(Argyle Padd.; Att: 300)
Best
Geelong: Brownlow, Thomson, McPherson, Steedman, Atkins
Geelong Grammar: D. Curdie, R. Broughton, Thompson, Bolton
Goals
Geelong: Robinson, Jno. McShane
Geelong Grammar: Broughton
Melbourne 0. 3 2.17
South Yarra (23) 2. 8 2. 8
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: D. Aitken (bog) Robertson, McKenzie, Sloman, Rannard
South Yarra: Edwards, Rutherford, Nosworthy, Knight, Waters, Cuddy
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Goals
Melbourne: D. Aitken 2
South Yarra: Rutherford, Rusden
Powlett 0. 0 0. 0 
East Melbourne  5.17
(Powlett Res.)
Best
Powlett: Woods, Berthon, Cupitt, Dunne, West, Davis, Jarvis
East Melbourne: McIntyre, Bower, Pohlman, Lord, F. Tindale, Westerman
Goals
East Melbourne: H. Tindale, A. Tuckfield, Batt, Cole, McIntyre
South Melbourne 0. 2 3.11
Hawthorn (23) 1. 0 1. 0
(SMCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
South Melbourne: Gates, Lording, Gibson, Young, Cameron, Minchin
Hawthorn: Russell, Beresford, Patterson
Goals
South Melbourne: Taylor 2, Young
Hawthorn: Unknown
May 13
Carlton 4. 4 5.12
Waverley (23) 1. 2 1. 2
(PO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Wilson, Coventry, Frayne, Coulthard, Bloomfield
Waverley: J. Lacey (bog), P. Lacey, Drew, Leonard, Butler, Morgan
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Conway, Wilson, Baker
Waverley: O’Meara
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East Melbourne 1. 8 1.11  
South Yarra 0. 1 0. 4
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
East Melbourne: McIntyre, Pohlman, Lord, Dunne, Grant, Tindale, Bower
South Yarra: Rutherford, Duckett, Williams, Cuddy, Griffiths, Knight
Goal
East Melbourne: Simson
Essendon  3.11
Hotham United (23)  1. 3
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Rout, Adams, P.G. McShane, Powell, McLeod, Steel, Walker
Hotham United: Crosbie, Chapman, Drew, Robertson, Craig, Todd, Adams
Goals
Essendon: Unknown
Hotham United: Unknown
Geelong 1. 9   2.21
North Geelong (23) 0. 1   1. 1
(CO; Att: 3-500)
Best
Geelong: Collins, Curdie, Jno. McShane, Steedman, Kirk, Brownlow
North Geelong: Backwell, Kirby, N. Kearney, Kinsella, S. Boyd, Beach
Goals
Geelong: Jno. McShane, Collins
North Geelong: Jones
Melbourne 3. 9 7.16
Powlett (23) 0. 0 1. 3
(MCG; Att: 2,000)
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Best
Melbourne: Thewlis, Aitken, Longden, Rannard, McKenzie, Sloman
Powlett: Dunne, Wood, Berthorn, McLeod, McKenzie, Crocker
Goals
Melbourne: McDonald 2, Robertson 2, Hill 2, Syme
Powlett: McKenzie
South Melbourne 0. 1 2.13
Hotham 0. 5 0. 6
(SMCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Brooks, Addison, Gibson, Major, Young, Lording
Hotham: R. Houston (bog), A. Young, Shaw, Tankard, McInnes, Brandt
Goals
South Melbourne: Elms, Gates
May 20
Geelong (18) 4. 8 8
West Geelong (23) 0. 1 0
(CO; Att: 350)
Best
Geelong: Murphy, Collins, Steedman, Broughton, Field, Wilson
West Geelong: Matthews, Talbot, Ryan, Kettle, Cunningham
Goals
Geelong: Broughton 2, Field 2, Murphy, Collins, Whitelaw, Steedman
Hotham 2. 9 3.13
East Brunswick (23) 0. 0 0. 1
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: A. Young, McInnes, E. Young, Houston, Brandt
East Brunswick: Reva, Ecksersall, Bray, Wilkins, Johnston
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Goals
Hotham: Houston, Clarke, A. Young
Melbourne 1. 5 3. 6
Essendon 1. 5 4.12
(MCG; Att: 7-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, McKenzie, Booth, Rannard, Stiffe, Longden
Essendon: W. Hughes, F. Hughes, Martin, J. Carter, Walker, Adams
Goals
Melbourne: C. Power, D. Aitken, Stiffe 
Essendon: F. Hughes, W. Hughes, Rout, Adams
Northcote  2. 9
East Melbourne 0 0. 5
(Northcote)
Goals
Northcote: Unknown
South Melbourne  6.14
Hotham United (23) 0 0. 2
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne:  J. Rosser, Cameron, Taylor, Bushell, Brooks, Elms
Hotham United: Crosbie, Craig, Downie, O’Mara, Todd
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell 3, Latchford 3
Ballarat 1. 2 4. 8
Ballarat City 0. 2 0. 2
(SP; Att: 1,500)
Best
Ballarat: Bushby, Jamieson, Jackson, McKie, Matthews, Clarke
Ballarat City: A. Berry, Deane, Cairns, Worrall, Briscoe, D. Berry
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Goals
Ballarat: Lewis 2, Kirby, Bodycombe
Wednesday May 24 (Queen’s Birthday)
Ballarat 1. 3 1. 6
Carlton 1. 2 4. 9
(SP; Att: 5,000)
Best
Ballarat: Downes, Bushby, Jackson, Jamieson, Cooper, Spooner
Carlton: Frayne, Baker, Bloomfield, Conway, Wilson, Coulthard
Goals
Ballarat: Bushby
Carlton: Frayne 2, Conway, Coventry
Benalla (23) 0. 2 1. 6
Melbourne 2. 7 3. 7
(Benalla)
Best
Benalla: Dodd, Lamrock, Swyer, Ingram, Rodger, Jamieson
Melbourne: Rannard, Booth, McKenzie, Aitken, Longden, Robertson
Goals
Benalla: Lamrock
Melbourne: Robertson 2, Morris
Hotham 0. 2  0.10
Geelong 1.11  1.13
(EMCG; Att: 7-10,000)
Best
Hotham: Young, Shaw, Tankard, Ley, Houston, Amess, Pullen
Geelong: F. Thomson (bog), Steedman, Collins, Broughton, Murphy
Goal
Geelong: Broughton
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May 27
Carlton 1. 7 1.11 
South Melbourne 1. 3 3. 5 
(EMCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Frayne, Coventry, McIntosh, Barrass, Wilson
South Melbourne: Young (bog), Minchin, Rosser, Major, Addison, Brooks
Goals
Carlton: Baker
South Melbourne: Bushell, Minchin, Young
Essendon 3 3.10
East Melbourne 0. 0 0. 3
(FH)
Best
Essendon: W. Hughes, Carter, McShane, F. Hughes, Lethbridge
East Melbourne: Tindale, Dunn, Bower, Pohlman, Westerman, Grant
Goals
Essendon: Steel 2, C. Watt
Melbourne 2. 2 3. 7
Hotham 2. 2 4. 5
(MCG)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Aitken, Sloman, Pitcher, Stiffe, E.W. Longden
Hotham: Tankard, Young, Brandt, Houston, Ley, McInnes, Neely
Goals
Melbourne: Power, Stiffe, Morris
Hotham: A. Young 2, E. Young, Pullen
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Ladder at the end of May
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 5 5 0 0 15 2
Essendon 5 5 0 0 17 6
Geelong 4 4 0 0 13 2
Carlton 5 4 0 1 17 6
Melbourne 6 3 1 2 20 12
Hotham 7 4 0 3 13 9
East Melbourne 4 2 0 2 6 5
Leading Goal kickers*
*All matches
D. Aitken (Melb.) 5
T. Bushell (SM)  4
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  4
J. Robertson (Melb.) 4
June 3
Essendon 2. 3 2. 9  
South Melbourne 1. 2 2. 6
(EMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Essendon: Carter, Pitcher, Powell, F. Hughes, Nally, W. Hughes
South Melbourne: Brooks, Latchford, J. Rosser, Gilchrist, Young, Minchin
Support your team:  The three-inch ribbon
At the Carlton v. South Melbourne match on May 27 barrackers proudly displayed the colours of their favourite 
club. It was reported: ‘The sale of ribbon which denoted the colours of the respective clubs commanded a 
very large sale and Messrs. Boyle and Scott must have reaped a very fair harvest and probably disposed of 
some hundreds of yards of the material in three-inch pieces’.
The Federal Australian, 1/6/1882
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Goals
Essendon: Carter, Walker
South Melbourne: Latchford, Bushell
Geelong 2. 4 4.12
Ballarat 0. 3 1. 3
(CO; Att: 400)
Best
Geelong: Broughton, Steedman, McShane, Murphy, F. Thomson
Ballarat: Downes, Bushby, Jamieson, Taylor, Foley, Jackson
Goals
Geelong: J. Thomson, H. McLean, Shaw, Whitelaw
Ballarat: McKie
Hotham 6 7.10
East Melbourne 0 0. 3
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Neely, Young, Brandt, Houston
East Melbourne: Dunne, Tindale, Lord, Westerman, Dougall
Goals
Hotham: Neely 2, Tankard, McInnes, Barwise, Paterson, E. Young
Melbourne 2. 4 2. 6
Carlton 2.10 6.17 
(MCG: Att: 8-9,000)    
Best
Melbourne: Sloman, McKenzie, Thewlis, Rannard, Lamrock, Longden
Carlton: Wilson, O’Neill, Maloney, Frayne, Bailey, Murphy, Baker 
Goals
Melbourne: C. Power 2 
Carlton: Baker 3, Jno. Rickards, Wilson, Coulthard
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June 10
Carlton 5. 7 6.10
Hotham 0. 2 1.11
(EMCG; Att: 4-7,000)
Best
Carlton: Frayne, Wilson, Coulthard, Boyd, Baker, Bloomfield
Hotham: Shaw, Walker, Tankard, A. Young, Houston, McInnes
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 3, Baker 2, Bailey 
Hotham: Neely
Essendon 1. 5  1. 5
South Yarra (23) 1. 3 2. 3
(FH)
Best
Essendon: Carter, Rout, Martin, Alexander
South Yarra: Duckett (bog), James, Jackson, Rutherford, Taylor
Goals
Essendon: Unknown
South Yarra: Rutherford, Longfellow
Geelong 7 14.20
East Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0
(CO; Att: 300)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, F. Thomson, Steedman, Curdie, McLean
East Melbourne: J. Cooper, Tindale, MacGregor, Brown, Batt, Murray
Wearing the colours
After the success of its three-inch ribbon sale in late May, Boyle & Scott sold Carlton and Melbourne colours 
for the June 3 clash at the MCG. The city’s football public flocked to the ground wearing a ribbon in club 
colours stuck on the side of their hats or on coat lapels. Boyle & Scott reported a roaring trade in the sale of 
these items with 692 Carlton and 652 Melbourne ribbons sold.
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Goals
Geelong: H. McLean 3, Broughton 2, Curdie 2, Hickinbotham, 
  F. Thomson, Jno. McShane, Whitelaw, Atkins, Brownlow,
  F.M. Douglass
Melbourne 1. 1 2. 6
South Melbourne 1. 4 2. 8
(MCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, C. Power, McKenzie, Stiffe, Sloman, Nash
South Melbourne: Cameron, Bushell, Addison, Hutton, J. Rosser, Minchin
Goals
Melbourne: H. Power, C. Power
South Melbourne: Wells, Bushell
June 17
Ballarat 0. 3 1. 8 
Essendon 1. 7 1. 8 
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Lawlor, Bodycombe, Coleman, R. Foley, Davis, Antcliffe
Essendon: Carter, McShane, Powell, Pitcher, W. Hughes, F. Hughes
Goals
Ballarat: Thomson
Essendon: O’Brien
Carlton (18) 1. 4 2. 7
East Melbourne (19)  0. 5 0. 6
(PO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Wilson, Baker, Frayne, McIntosh, Goer
East Melbourne: Dunne, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, Westerman, Alexander
Goals
Carlton: Baker, McIntosh
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Hotham 0. 0 1. 3
Royal Park (23) 0. 3 0. 4
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Pullen, Brandt, Clarke, Neely
Royal Park: Keane, Wickham, Smith, Goodwin
Goal
Hotham: Neely
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 3 
Geelong 2. 9 4.12
(MCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Aitken, Rannard, Booth, Pitcher, Longden
Geelong: J. Wilson (bog), Steedman, Murphy, Hall, Curdie, Kirk
Goals
Geelong: Curdie 4
June 24
Inter-colonial
Melbourne 4. 4 8. 8 
Norwood 0. 3 1. 4
(MCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Geelong’s team work
Geelong were brilliant against Melbourne and a scribe reported that the Pivots ‘played the best football 
we have had this season; its strength apparently lying in its evenly balanced character, and in its perfect 
organisation, rather than in any individual brilliancy, though that element is by no means wanting’. 
Australasian, 24/6/1882
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Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Sloman, Thewlis, Aitken, Stiffe, Rannard
Norwood: Watson, McNamara, W. Longden, Lowe, Waldron, Bragge
Goals
Melbourne: Sloman 2, E. Longden, McKie, Carr, Rannard, Ulbrick, Stiffe
Norwood: McNamara
Senior
Essendon 0. 4 1. 6 
Hotham 0.11 3.16
(EMCG; Att: 300)
Best
Essendon: Carter, Powell, McShane, Griffiths, Hughes, Rout, Adams
Hotham: Rigg, A. Young, Tankard, Shaw, Brand, Barwise, Neely
Goals
Essendon: O’Brien
Hotham: A. Young, Henderson, E. Young
South Australia: Football is good for you
While South Melbourne toured Adelaide in June, a local journalist noted the popularity of the game and its 
benefits for the male youth of the colony: 
Until recently football could scarcely be claimed to be a popular game in this colony. It has been 
urged by many that … football is one in which brute force only can be exercised. Anxious mammas 
conjure up images of bruised heads, dislocated collarbones, and fractured ribs whenever football 
is mentioned, and solemnly enjoin their sons never to give way to its hateful allurements. Stern 
papas keep an especial rod in pickle for those of their useful offspring who disobediently enter 
the football arena; but in spite of motherly pleadings and fatherly castigations the youngsters still 
continue to play the game, and will probably do so until the end of the chapter … There are no 
doubt objections to be urged against the game, but if properly played it has both a moral and 
physical benefit, inasmuch as it leads a player to exercise self-control while it also tends to increase 
his muscular development.
The South Australian Register, 19/6/1882
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Geelong 0. 5 1. 5
Carlton 1. 3 1. 7
(CO; Att: 4-5,500)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Collins, Steedman, W. Wilson, Cahill, Hall
Carlton: H. Wilson (bog), Frayne, Barrass, Goer, Spear, B. Murphy
Goals
Geelong: Curdie
Carlton: H. Wilson
Hotham United (23) 1. 6 1. 5
East Melbourne 0. 0 1.11
(RP)
Best
Hotham United: Harrison
East Melbourne: Tindale, Dunne, McIntyre, Lord
Goals
Hotham United: Unknown
East Melbourne: McIntyre
Tuesday June 27
Ballarat City Imperial 3. 2 5. 6 
Norwood 1. 5 2.15
(WOB)
Best
Ball. City Imperial: Henderson, Watkins, Berry, McKenzie, Graham, Williams
Norwood: Brophy, Waldron, Lindsay, Watson, Longden, Jackson
Goals
Ball. City Imperial: S. Young 2, H. Berry 2, Hoskins
Norwood: Lindsay, McKee
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Thursday June 29
South Melbourne 0. 2 1. 7
Norwood 2. 3 2. 8
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Taylor, Minchin, Hutton, Brooks, Bushell, Goding
Norwood: Woods, Waldron, Lowe, Bragge, Lindsay, Watson
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy
Norwood Mahoney, Lowe
Friday June 30
Ballarat 2. 8 4.14 
Norwood 0. 0 2. 0
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Lawlor, Coleman, Bushby, Jackson, Jamieson, R. Foley
Norwood: Jackson, Waldron, Watson, Lindsay, Longden, Brophy 
Goals
Ballarat: Lewis 2, Luplau, Gay
Norwood: McKee, Lindsay
Ladder at the end of June*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 8 7 1 0 36 4
South Melbourne 7 5 2 0 19 6
Carlton 9 7 1 1 32 10
Essendon 9 5 2 2 22 14
Hotham 11 7 0 4 25 16
Melbourne 9 3 2 4 24 24
East Melbourne 8 2 1 5 7 29
*Excluding Inter-colonial games.
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Leading Goal kickers*
*All matches
T. Bushell (SM)  13
J. Baker (Carl.)  8
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  8
July 1 (Separation Day)
Inter-Colonial
Carlton 0. 8 4.18
Norwood 0. 5 0. 6
(MCG; Att: 500-1,500)
Best
Carlton: Wilson, Baker, Frayne, Barrass, Goer, Maloney, Bailey
Norwood: Waldron, Roachock, Brophy, McNamara, Morgan, Watson
Goals
Carlton: Coulthard 2, Jno. Rickards, Conway
Senior
Essendon 2.10 2.12
Geelong 0. 3 2.13
(EMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Essendon: Carter, Adams, Powell, Rout, Martin, P.G. McShane, Pitcher
Geelong: J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Steedman, R. Thompson, Kirk, Curdie
Goals
Essendon: O’Brien, Cairns
Geelong: Collins, Curdie
South Melbourne 0. 2 2.12
Melbourne 1.10 1.11
(SMCG; Att: 3,000-3,500)
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Best
South Melbourne: Gibson, Cameron, Young, Bushell, J. Rosser, Latchford
Melbourne: Morris, McKenzie, Rannard, Aitken, Robertson, Stiffe
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell, Gilchrist
Melbourne: Morris
Toorak 0. 0 1. 8
East Melbourne 3.10 3.12
(Como)
Goals
Toorak: Unknown
East Melbourne: Champion, Westerman, McIntyre
July 8
Carlton 0. 4 1.12
South Melbourne 1. 2 1. 6
(EMCG; 2-5,000)
Best
Carlton: Maloney, Wilson, O’Neill, Bloomfield, Frayne, Bailey
South Melbourne: Young, Elms, Minchin, Gilchrist, Addison, Cameron
Footy’s popularity in South Australia
Football remained popular in this colony despite its roughness: 
What matters a paltry bruise to a boy glowing with health? It makes him a little hero amongst 
his companions, for does it not recall recollections of that splendid run he made terminating in 
a ‘cropper’ or that ‘purler’ he was sent when he so nobly attempted to repulse the enemy? Here 
is no work for the doctors, indeed. That bruise is rather a badge of honor. It is not only among 
schoolboys however, that we find football increasing in popularity. Our young men who have left 
their school and college days far behind – whose bones are beginning to get well set, and whose 
muscles are in a fine state of development – enter with equal zest into the pastime.
The South Australian Register, 19/6/1882
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Goals
Carlton: Coulthard
South Melbourne: Minchin
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 5 
Essendon 0. 4 0. 6 
(MCG; Att: 2-300)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Sloman, Morris, Thewlis, Longden, Stiffe
Essendon: Pitcher, Carter, McShane, Martin, Powell, Hughes
Sandhurst Association* 0. 2 0. 3
Hotham 1. 6 2. 8 
(Upper Res., Bendigo)
*An association of Sandhurst and Bendigo players.
Best
Sandhurst Assoc’n: Pearce, Gale, Davis, Jno. Donnelly, Catherall
Hotham: Shaw, Neely, Pullen, Rigg, Tankard, Walker
Goals
Hotham: Neely, Cameron
East Melbourne v. Williamstown (FH)*
*Postponed due to rain.
July 15
Brunswick (23)  1. 8
East Melbourne  2.10 
(RPB)
Best
Brunswick: Fleming, Lampard, Phillips
East Melbourne: Pohlman, Tindale, Dunne, Dougall, Westerman
Goals
Brunswick: Phillips
East Melbourne: F. Tindale, A. Tuckfield
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Essendon 3. 8 6.12  
Carlton 0. 1 1. 4 
(EMCG; Att: 10,000)       
Best
Essendon: Rout, Powell, W. Hughes, Walker, Carter, Martin
Carlton: Frayne, Goer, Wilson, Murphy, Robertson, Maloney
Goals
Essendon: W. Hughes 2, O’Brien 2, Carter, Cairns
Carlton: Coulthard
Hotham  2.11
Britannia (23)  0. 1
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Shaw, Rigg, Amess, Tankard, A. Young, E. Young
Britannia: J. Joyce, Cormack, McMahon, Cohn, Reddan
Goals
Hotham: A. Young, Little
Melbourne 0. 3 3. 9
South Melbourne 3. 5 5. 6
(MCG; Att: 2,500-3,000)
Dedicated follower of fashion 
In the Melbourne v. South Melbourne game on July 15 umpire O’Neill decided to upgrade his attire. This 
was noted by a journalist: 
The smart appearance of the central umpire, Mr. O’Neill, created quite a sensation; and his 
costume, although an innovation on the usual style of dress adopted by umpires, is certainly an 
improvement, and adds, no doubt, materially to the comfort and convenience of the wearer. I must 
congratulate Mr. O’Neill upon having introduced a much-needed reform. The dress consisted of 
white knickerbockers, a pale coloured shirt, black stockings, and red and white cap.
The Federal Australian, 20/7/1882
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Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Longden, Booth, Aitken, Nash, Stiffe, Thewlis
South Melbourne: C. Rosser, Hutton, Cameron, Young, Taylor, Roy, Huggins
Goals
Melbourne: C. Power, McKenzie, Longden
South Melbourne: Roy 2, Latchford 2, Elms
July 22
Essendon 2. 1 6. 4
Hotham 3. 4 3. 4 
(EMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Essendon: Adams, McShane, Walker, Pitcher, Carter, Martin
Hotham: Neely, Ley, A. Young, McInnes, Shaw, Walker, Brandt
Goals
Essendon: C. Watt 2, Carter 2, Cairns, Feehan
Hotham: Neely 3
Geelong 4. 9 5.14
South Melbourne 1. 0 2. 3
(CO; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Geelong: Collins (bog), J. Wilson, Steedman, Curdie, Cahill, Brush
South Melbourne: Young, Bushell, H. Rosser, Gibson, Hutton
Goals
Geelong: Curdie 3, Collins, Steedman
South Melbourne: Bushell, H. Rosser
Melbourne 0. 7 1.15
Carlton 0. 6 2.11 
(MCG; Att: 9-10,000)      
Best
Melbourne: D. Aitken, Rannard, Booth, McKenzie, C. Power, Solomon
Carlton: Wilson, Baker, Bailey, O’Donnell, O’Neill, Smith, Goer
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Goals
Melbourne: Ulbrick
Carlton: Bailey, Jno. Rickards
Powlett  2
East Melbourne  4
(Powlett Res.)
Best
Powlett: Dunne, De Berthon, Davies
East Melbourne: Hill, Westerman, Bower, Dunn
Goals
Powlett: Robertson, Hill
East Melbourne: F. Tindale, Williams, A. Tuckfield, H. Tuckfield
July 29
Essendon 4 7.15
East Melbourne 0. 0 0. 0
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Carter, Adams, Hughes, McShane, Walker, Cairns
East Melbourne: Tindale, Dougall, Dunne, MacGregor
Goals
Essendon: Cairns 2, W. Hughes, Martin, Feehan, F. Hughes, C. Watt
Geelong 1. 3 1.16
Melbourne 1. 1 2. 3
(CO; Att: 3,000)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Steedman, Collins, Brush, Kirk, Murphy, Hall
Melbourne: Thewlis, D. Aitken, McKenzie, Sloman, Pitcher, Morris
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean
Melbourne: Nicholson, G. Aitken
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Hotham 2. 2 3. 5
South Melbourne 1. 4  1. 9
(MCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Hotham: Shaw (bog), Tankard, Young, Amess, Ley, Pullen, Barwise
South Melbourne: Bushell, Thomas, Gates, Taylor, Gibson, Hutton, J. Rosser
Goals
Hotham: Amess, J. Robertson, E. Young 
South Melbourne: Horan
Sandhurst Association 0. 3 2. 5
Carlton 1.10 2.16
(Upper Res, Sandhurst; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Sandhurst: Orr, Moffatt, Jno. Donnelly, Hillson, Nosworthy, Swyer 
Carlton: Coulthard, Conway, Maloney, Baker, Goer 
Goals
Sandhurst: Davis, Eadie
Carlton: Jno. Rickards, Baker
Ladder at the end of July*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 11 8 2 1 44 10
Carlton 13 8 3 2 38 20
Essendon 14 8 4 2 43 20
South Melbourne 12 7 3 2 30 19
Hotham 15 10 0 5 35 23
East Melbourne 12 5 1 6 16 40
Melbourne 14 4 3 7 31 34
*Excluding Inter-colonial games.
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Leading Goal kickers*
T. Bushell (SM)  15
D. Curdie (Geel.) 15
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  12
H. McLean (Geel.) 12
*All matches
August 5
Essendon 3. 6 5.13
South Yarra (23) 0. 0 0. 1
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Carter
Goals
Essendon: Rout 2, Carter 2, W. Hughes
Geelong 2. 6 6. 8
Hotham 0. 0 0.11
(CO: Att: 1,200-1,500)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Steedman, Collins, Field, McPherson, McLean
Hotham: Tankard, Shaw, Houston, Barwise, Pullen, Young
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean 2, Steedman 2, Collins, Field
Melbourne 0. 3 3.12
East Melbourne 0. 0 0. 2
(Melb. Gr.)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Aitken, Ulbrick, Longden, Thewlis, Rannard
East Melbourne: Tindale, Dunne, Dougall, Pohlman, Tuckfield
Goals
Melbourne: Ulbrick, Syme, McKenzie
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South Melbourne 2. 5 6.10
Carlton 2. 6 4. 9
(SMCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Hutton, Gilchrist, Cameron, Gibson, Elms, Bushell, Roy
Carlton: Wilson, Bloomfield, Coulthard, McIntosh, Nosworthy
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy 2, Latchford 2, Goding, Bushell
Carlton: Coulthard 2, O’Donnell, Baker
August 12
Carlton 3. 1 5. 3
Hotham 0. 5 0.10
(EMCG; Att: 1-2,000)
Best
Carlton: Coulthard, Jno. Rickards, Coventry, Goer, Wilson
Hotham: E. Young, Pullen, Shaw, J. Tankard, G. Houston, Brandt
Goals
Carlton: McIntosh 2, Coventry, Woodburn, Bloomfield
Essendon 2. 8 5.13 
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 1
(PO; Att: 4,000)
Best
Essendon: McShane (bog), Rout, W. Hughes, Carter, Martin, Pitcher 
Melbourne: R.B. Nicholson, R.G. Nicholson, McKenzie, Thewlis, R. Booth, 
  D. Aitken
Nosworthy and the Blues
South Melbourne came from behind to defeat Carlton, and to add insult to injury it followed up by protesting 
against Carlton for playing Sandhurst’s Nosworthy without a clearance. The VFA fined the Blues £2 but 
Carlton then played him against Hotham on August 12. On the second occasion the VFA responded by 
imposing a £10 fine on that club for playing him without a permit.
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Goals
Essendon: Williams 3, F. Hughes, Martin
South Melbourne 1. 8 1.11
Geelong 1. 5 5.14
(SMCG; Att: 10-12,000)
Best
South Melbourne: McMichael, Gilchrist, Hutton, J. Rosser, H. Rosser, Goding 
Geelong: J. Wilson (bog), McLean, Collins, Brush, Brownlow, Cahill
Goals
South Melbourne: H. Rosser
Geelong: H. McLean 4, Field
Stanley  2
East Melbourne  1
*This match was not included in the Australasian’s end of season account of East Melbourne’s 1882 matches.
August 19
Geelong 3.13 5.22 
South Yarra (23) 2. 3 2. 5
(CO; Att: 3-400)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, Curdie, Hall, Hickinbotham, Collins, Shaw
South Yarra: Brooks, Ashton, Nosworthy, Rutherford, Duckett, James
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean 2, Collins, Field, Steedman
South Yarra: James, Grey
South Melbourne 3. 4 3. 5 
Essendon 2. 4 3.11
(SMCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Hutton, Taylor, Gilchrist, Elms, Gibson, Brooks, Bushell
Essendon: Rout, Powell, Carter, W. Hughes, Cairns, F. Hughes
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Goals
South Melbourne: Latchford 2, Bushell
Essendon: W. Hughes, F. Hughes, Martin
Carlton v.  Melbourne*
*Not played due to Carlton’s protest over George Coulthard’s suspension.
Brunswick v. Hotham*
*Hotham declined to play in Brunswick.
August 26
Ballarat 2. 5 2.13
Melbourne 1. 3 1. 7
(SP; Att: 5,000)
Best
Ballarat: Lawlor, Jamieson, Jackson, Bushby
Melbourne: McKenzie (bog), D. Murphy, Rannard, Nicholson, Duncan
Goals
Ballarat: Downes, Graham
Melbourne: Stiffe
East Melbourne 1 1. 9
South Yarra 0 1. 9
(St. K P.)
Best
East Melbourne: Tindale, Lord, Pohlman, Tuckfield, Adamson, Tuckfield
South Yarra: Knight, Brookes, Waters, Ashton, Rusden, Gordon
Goals
East Melbourne: Pohlman
South Yarra: Gray
Hotham 0. 2 0. 5
Geelong 3.11 7.14
(EMCG; Att: 4,000)
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Best
Hotham: Barwise, A. Young, Shaw, Ley, Walker, R. Houston
Geelong: Curdie, J. Wilson, Collins, Brush, Hall, Steedman, Field
Goals
Geelong: Field 3, Steedman 2, Hall, H. McLean
Hotham (Selection)  1. 2 1. 4
Sandhurst Assoc’n  1. 6 2.14
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: O’Brien, McLean, Coffey, Goodwin
Sandhurst: Nosworthy, O’Neill, Davey, Campbell, Solomon
Goals
Hotham: Coffey
Sandhurst: Bruce, Dickason
Ladder at the end of August*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 15 12 2 1 67 13
Essendon 17 10 5 2 56 23
Carlton 15 9 3 3 47 26
South Melbourne 15 8 4 3 40 31
Hotham 19 10 0 9 36 43
East Melbourne 15 5 2 8 18 46
Melbourne 17 5 3 9 35 41
*Excluding Inter-colonial games.
Leading Goal kickers*
H. McLean (Geel.) 21
T. Bushell (SM)  17
D. Curdie (Geel.) 15
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  14
*All matches
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September 2
Geelong 0. 5 2.11 
Essendon 0. 4 0. 7 
(CO; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Geelong: Collins (bog), J. Wilson, Hall, McPherson, Hickinbotham
Essendon: McShane, Adams, Nally, Pitcher, Powell, Carter, Rout
Goals
Geelong: H. McLean, Curdie
Melbourne 2. 4 3. 9  
Carlton 3. 6 3.13 
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 10-11,000)
Best
Melbourne: F. Longden, McKenzie, Rannard, Booth, Aitken, Thewlis
Carlton: Baker, Bloomfield, Goer, Conway, Wilson, Coventry
Goals
Melbourne: H. Power, McDonald, McKenzie
Carlton: Baker, Jas. Rickards, Coventry
South Melbourne  2. 5  
Sandridge (23)  1. 6
(AP)
Best
South Melbourne: M. Minchin, Young, Rosser, Hutton, Horan, Gibson
Sandridge: Hanneysee, Kinneburgh, Tyrell, Tyrell, Hill, Robertson
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy, Bushell
Sandridge: Young
Williamstown (23) 1. 5 1. 8
Hotham 0 2. 3
(GR)
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Goals
Williamstown: Unknown
Hotham: Neely, Douglas
September 9
Carlton 1. 3 3. 5  
Essendon 0. 2 3.12
(PO; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
Carlton: Conway, Baker, Bloomfield, Wilson, Barrass, Muir, O’Neill
Essendon: Adams, Carter, Cairns, Rout, Hughes, Bishop, Pitcher
Goals
Carlton: Jno. Rickards, Wilson, Bailey
Essendon: Cairns 2, Pitcher
Geelong 4. 4 8.23
Melbourne 0. 3 0. 4
(CO; Att: 2,000-3,500)
Best
Geelong: Collins, J. Wilson, Hickinbotham, Murphy, Brush, Kirk
Melbourne: McKenzie (bog), Longden, Longden, Rannard, R. Nicholson
Goals
Geelong: Collins 3, H. McLean 2, Curdie, Steedman, De Little
South Melbourne v. Waverley (23)*
*Not played as Waverley chose to meet South Yarra instead.
Hotham v. East Melbourne*
*Not played because East Melbourne had disbanded.
September 16
Geelong 1. 8 4.20
Carlton 2. 4 3. 6
(CO; Att: 3-4,000)
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Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham, J. Wilson, Curdie, Brush, Hall, Collins
Carlton: H. Wilson, Baker, Goer, Bailey, Bloomfield, “Henry”
Goals
Geelong: Curdie 2, Hickinbotham, H. McLean
Carlton: Bailey, Baker, Walsh
Melbourne 1. 5 2. 8
Hotham 2. 3 6. 6
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 5,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, E. Longden F. Longden, D. Aitken, Rannard, 
  H. Power
Hotham: Shaw, Tankard, Ley, Rickards, Brand, E. Young, Amess
Goals
Melbourne: H. Power 2
Hotham: E. Young 3, Neely, Amess, Tankard
September 23
Carlton 1. 4 4.20
South Yarra (23) 2. 3 2. 9
(PO; Att: 2,000)
Another premiership for the Pivots
Geelong won its fourth premiership in five years and the club’s success was due to good discipline. There 
was also great team spirit exemplified in the motto the club used to inspire the players to do their very best: 
He either fears his fate too much,
Or his desert is small,
Who fears to put it to the touch,
To win or lose at all. 
Geelong Advertiser, 16/9/1882
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Best
Carlton: Wilson, Baker, Bailey, Smith, Bloomfield, Maloney
South Yarra: Rutherford, Duckett, Stokes, Meader, Brookes, Gunn
Goals
Carlton: Bailey, J. Spear, Goer, F. Spear
South Yarra: James, Gray
Geelong 3.13 5.30
Hotham 0. 1 0. 4
(CO; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Geelong: J. Wilson, W. Wilson, Palmer, McPherson, Talbot
Hotham: Barwise, Neely, Williams, Shaw, Gardiner, Tankard
Goals
Geelong: Curdie 2, Field, Hickinbotham, Talbot
South Melbourne 3. 4 5.10
Melbourne 2. 5 2. 9
(AP; Att: 2,500)
Best
South Melbourne: Cameron, Hutton, Elms, Bushell, Young, Gilchrist, Horan
Melbourne: McKenzie (bog), Ulbrick, E. Longden, Thewlis, Robertson
Goals
South Melbourne: Roy 2, Bushell 2, Wells
Melbourne: Ulbrick 2
September 30
Ballarat 0. 3 1.15
Geelong 0. 6 0.11
(SP; Att: 6,000)
Best 
Ballarat: Lawlor, Jackson, Graham, Bodycombe, Gay, Lewis, Bushby
Geelong: J. Wilson (bog), Curdie, Hickinbotham, Collins, Steedman
Goal
Ballarat: Gay
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Carlton 0. 4 6.13
Melbourne 3. 4 3. 5
(PO; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Maloney, Bailey, Wilson, Frayne, Goer, Murphy
Melbourne: McKenzie, E. Longden, F. Longden, D. Aitken, Rannard, Plant
Goals
Carlton: Bailey 3, Jas. Rickards, J. Spear, F. Spear
Melbourne: McDonald 2, Thewlis
1882 — Season Review
SENIOR LADDER*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 24 20 2 2 120 19a
Essendon 23 14 6 3 85 33b
South Melbourne 23 15 4 4 77 42c
Carlton 21 12 5 4 70 40d
Hotham 22 12 0 10 44 51e
Melbourne 23 6 4 13 53 70
East Melbourne 15 5 2 8   18 46f
a Geelong v. Geelong Grammar (6/5) not counted in official results.
b According to Essendon’s 1883 AGM: p 19 w 10 d 6 l 3 f 85 a 33, and senior record p 15 w 7 d 6 l 2. My research confirms the 
Australasian account.
c South Melbourne’s first game against Norwood in Victoria (29/6) counted by the Australasian, but not its second game against Norwood 
in South Australia (17/6).
d My record for Carlton: f 70 a 41.  Carlton v. Waverley (13/5) recorded as 5-0, but should be 5-1. It is also possible that Carlton v. 
Sandhurst match result, recorded as 1-1, should have been 2-2.
e The Australasian counted both games played by Hotham (0-7 v. Geel.) & Hotham selection (1-2 v. Sandhurst Assoc.) on August 26.
f  East Melbourne disbanded August 31. This table includes 1-2 loss to Stanley (12/8).
* According to the Australasian.
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CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY
The best three:  J. Wilson (Geel.), M. McKenzie (Melb.), J. Carter (Ess.)
Best followers:  H. Wilson (Carl.), A. Collins (Geel.), J. Shaw (Hoth.), J. Martin (Ess.), 
  S. Bloomfield (Carl.), G. Rout (Ess.), H. Steedman (Geel.), 
  J. Tankard (Hoth.), R. Gilchrist (SM), W. Addison (SM), D. Aitken (Melb.), 
  D. Rannard (Melb.)
Best backs:  R.S. Thomson (Geel.), T. Maloney (Carl.), J. Adams (Ess.), J. Young (SM), 
  R. Frayne (Carl.), T. Cahill (Geel.), F. Pitcher (Ess.), A. Ley (Hoth.), 
  J. Gibson (SM)
Best forwards:  G. Coulthard (Carl.), J. Baker (Carl.), D. Curdie (Geel.), G. Cairns (Ess.), 
  T. Bushell (SM), H. Latchford (SM), A. Neely (Hoth.)
Best all rounders:  R. Hutton (SM), E. Powell (Ess.), F. Conway (Carl.), F. Hughes (Ess.), 
  J. Bailey (Carl.), B.W. Hall (Geel.), W. Gates (SM), S. Thewlis (Melb.), 
  Robertson (Melb.)
1882 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
H. McLean (Geel.) 15 +2 +1 +7 = 25
D. Curdie (Geel.) 17 +0  +0 +4 = 21
T. Bushell (SM)  9 +4  +0 +7 = 20
G. Coulthard (Carl.)  8 +4 +0 +2 = 14
H. Steedman (Geel.) 6 +2 +0 +6 = 14
G. Cairns (Ess.)  7 +0 +0 +6 = 13
H. Latchford (SM)  7 +3 +0 +3 = 13
J. Baker (Carl.)  10 +1 +1 +0 = 12
A. Neely (Hoth.) 8 +2 +1 +0 = 11
A. Collins (Geel.) 6 +3 +0 +1 = 10
*All games: seniors + juniors + country + inter-colonial.
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JUNIOR RESULTS
 p w d l f a
South Yarra 20 9 7 4 40 30
South Park 12 7 4 1 34 8 
Sandridge 15 9 4 2 27 11 
Star of Carlton 18 13 3 2 40 14 
Powlett 18 9 2 7 36 40 
Williamstown 15 8 3 4 38 13 
Northcote 13 6 1 6 30 12 
Richmond 15 8 1 6 31 25 
Hawthorn 10 3 1 6 18 27 
Waverley 13 5 0 8 24 30 
Hotham United 14 2 3 9 13 27 
Royal Park 11 1 2 8 6 14 
Toorak 11 0 1 10 10 37 
Britannia 8 3 0 9 6 10
MAJOR PROVINCIAL CLUBS
 p w d l f a
Albion Imperial* 14 10 3 1 39 10
Ballarat 21 14 3 4 57 29
Sandhurst 13  6  4  3  20
*This Ballarat club claimed to be the premier of the Western District in 1882.
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Inter-colonial results
South Melbourne: Adelaide Tour
15/6: South Australian Junior Association (23) 0.10 v. South Melbourne 4.8
17/6: Norwood 3.3 v. South Melbourne 12.10
20/6: South Adelaide 1.2 v. South Melbourne 6.19
22/6: South Park 0.1 v. South Melbourne 3.11
24/6: Port Adelaide 2.8 v. South Melbourne 4.6
Goal kickers: 
T. Bushell 7, W. Wells 5, H. Latchford 3, H. Rosser 3, C. Thomas 3, J. Taylor 2, W. Addison 1, A. Brooks 1, 
W. Hopkinson 1, J. Rosser 1, F. Towns 1, J. Young 1
Geelong: New South Wales Tour
8/7: East Sydney 0.3 v. Geelong 7.18
11/7: Sydney 1.1 v. Geelong 15.22
13/7: Petersham 0.2 v. Geelong 5.17
15/7: Combined NSW 2.1 v. Geelong 6.21
18/7: Albury United 0.2 v. Geelong 4.18
Goal kickers: 
H. McLean 7, H. Steedman 6, D. Curdie 4, Jno. McShane 4, D. Hickinbotham 3, G. Watson 3, C. Brownlow 2, 
F.M. Douglass 2, R. Robinson 2, A. Collins 1, B.W. Hall 1, R. Thomson 1, J. Wilson 1
Essendon: Tasmanian Tour
23/8: North Tasmania 1.4 v. Essendon 6.17
26/8: South Tasmania 2.18 v. Essendon 6.15
29/8: Tasmania 1.8 v. Essendon 6.27
31/8: Oatlands, Ross & Richmond 1 v. Essendon 8
Goal kickers: 
G. Cairns 6, R. Feehan 3 (poss. 7), W. Martin 3, J. Carter 2 (poss. 3), A. Steel 2 (poss. 3), F. Hughes 1, F. James 1, 
P.G. McShane 1, C. Watt (poss. 1)
*Goals credited to Feehan 4, Carter 1, Steel 1, C. Watt 1 v. Oatlands are estimates. There were no direct reports that named the goal 
kickers in this match. Accreditations are based on end of year goal kicking tallies recorded in newspaper end of season reviews.
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1883
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: R. Frayne
Vice Captain: J. Baker
Team: R. Aitken, J. Bailey, J. Baker, E. Barrass, S. Bloomfield, Jas. Cameron, T. Cameron, 
D. Clydesdale, F. Conway, A. Coventry, Daley, C. Donovan, J. Doran, J. Elliott, 
E. Fitzgerald, R. Frayne, J. Gardiner, R. Heatley, J. Joyce, J. Leach, J. Lowe, J. Mair, 
T. Maloney, T. Martin, F. McIntosh, J. Melville, Mills, Morton, J. Muir, B. Murphy, 
J. Page, Jas. Rickards, Jos. Rickards, Jas. Robertson, Jno. Robertson, C.D. Sebire, 
A. Shearwood, M. Slattery, W. Slattery, G. Smith, C. Syle, J. Walker, Watts, 
W. Westwood, M. Whelan, Wicks, H. Wilson, W. Woodburn, J. Woods
Goal kickers:
 J. Baker [20], J. Bailey [11], J. Elliott [10], R. Heatley [9], Jas. Rickards [9], S. Bloomfield [5], 
T. Cameron [5], M. Whelan [5], C. Donovan [3], Mills [2], H. Wilson [2], W. Woodburn [2], 
J. Cameron [1], F. Conway [1], A. Coventry [1], Daley [1], J. Page [1], Robertson [1], M. Slattery [1], 
G. Smith [1]
New: T. Cameron (SM/SoC), D. Clydesdale (Wav.), Daley (Northc.), J. Elliott (SoC), 
E. Fitzgerald (SoC), R. Heatley (SoC), J. Joyce (Britannia), J. Lowe (Geel.), 
Mills (Northc.), J. Page (Will.), C.D. Sebire (MP, then to Ess.), A. Shearwood (SoC), 
C. Syle (Stanley), J. Walker (Hoth.), M. Whelan (SoC), Wicks (Northc.)
Departures: G. Bragge (Norw, SA), Conway (Melb, June), G. Coulthard (Illness), J. Doran 
(Melb, during season), W. Goer (Sydney), E. Murphy (Melb.), Jno. Rickards 
(Melb.), T. Walsh (Melb.)
Essendon
Captain: E. Powell
Vice Captain: P.G. McShane
Team: Jas. Adams, D. Aitken, C. Alexander, J/T. Allee, Anderson, S. Angwin, Armstrong, C. Bishop, 
G. Black, G. Cairns, J. Carter, G. Collopy, D. Curdie, F.W. De Little, A. Duckett, H.J. Dunne, 
R. Feehan, W. Fleming, E. Francis, D. Grant, W. Hardy, T. Howard, F. Hughes, W. Hughes, 
A. Kirk, A. Lethbridge, J. Martin, C. McCulloch, P.G. McShane, M. Minogue, B. Murphy, 
T. Nally, F. Osborne, J. Osborne, A. Pearson, B. Pender, F. Pitcher, W. Pitcher, E. Powell, 
H. Power, T. Rout, C.D. Sebire, Seymour, J. Stafford, A. Steel, Stewart, F. Tindale, A. Walker, 
Wall, C. Watt, T. Woods, E. Young
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Goal kickers:
 W. Hughes [14], H. Power [9], A. Steel [8], D. Aitken [7], T. Nally [4], F. Tindale [4], E. Powell [3], 
S. Angwin [2], R. Feehan [2], F. Pitcher [2], D. Sebire [2], J. Carter [1], F.W. De Little [1], 
W. Fleming [1], A. Kirk [1], P.G. McShane [1], M. Minogue [1], J. Osborne [1], W. Pitcher [1], 
T. Rout [1], J. Stafford [1], A. Walker [1], Wall [1], C. Watt [1]
New: D. Aitken (Melb/SC), J/T. Allee (Brighton), S. Angwin (HGS), G. Black (MP), 
D. Curdie (Geel.), A. Duckett (SY/Haw/ HGS), H. Dunne (EM/Clifton H/SC), 
W. Fleming (MP/SC), T. Howard (EM), A. Kirk (Geel.), M. Minogue (Kyneton), 
F. Pitcher (Melb/Ess.), H. Power (Melb/Toorak, during season), 
C.D. Sebire (Carl/MP), J. Stafford (Sunbury), F. Tindale (EM), T. Woods (SY), 
E. Young (Hoth, during season)
Departures: C. Alexander (Will, during season), G. Cairns (Sth Park, SA), D. Curdie, (QLD, 
during season), B. Murphy (N. Adel, SA, 30/6), E.P. O’Brien (Hoth.), 
J. Stafford (N. Adel, SA, 30/6), J. Watt (Illness)
Geelong
Captain: C. Brownlow
Vice Captain: W.B. Hall
Team: R. Armstrong, Beach, J. Bolton, J. Boyd, Broom, C. Brownlow, H.J. Brush, T. Cahill, G. Davey, 
P.H. Douglass, F. Fairbairn, J. Field, J. Fitzgerald, W. Foote, G. Friend, F. Furnell, B.W. Hall, 
D. Hickinbotham, R. Jamieson, J. Kerley, E. Kinsella, H. McLean, W. McPherson, P. McShane, 
J. Moore, C. Morrison, C. Palmer, E. Pike, T. Reeves, P. Reid, C. Ritchie, R. Robinson, W. Scott, 
J. Shaw, J. Simson, H. Steedman, R. Talbot, J. Thompson, R. Thomson, G. Watson, D. Whitelaw, 
G. Wilmott, W. Wilson
Goal kickers:
 P. McShane [24], H. McLean [23], J. Kerley [10], W. Foote [7], T. Reeves [7], D. Hickinbotham [5], 
H. Steedman [5], R. Talbot [5], C. Brownlow [2], R. Thomson [2], J. Boyd [1], H.J. Brush [1], 
B.W. Hall [1], W. McPherson [1], J. Moore [1], R. Robinson [1], J. Shaw [1]
New: R. Armstrong (GGS), Beach (NG), J. Bolton (GGS), H.P. Douglass (Melb/Geel.), 
F. Fairbairn (GGS), J. Fitzgerald (Chilw/GGS), W. Foote (Chilw.), G. Friend (NG), 
F. Furnell (SC), R. Jamieson (GWA, 1881), E. Kinsella (NG), P. McShane (NG), 
J. Moore (WG), C. Morrison (GC), P. Reid (GC), T. Reeves (GGS), C. Ritchie (GC), 
W. Scott (NG), A. Simson (GC)
Departures: N. Atkins (Melb.), A. Collins (Melb.), D. Curdie (Ess.), L. Davey (Jun.), A. Kirk 
(Ess.), J. McShane (SM)
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Hotham
Captain: A. Pullen/A. Young
Vice Captain: J. Barwise/A. Young/A. Ley
Team: R. Adams, J. Barwise, J. Batt, D. Bickford, W. Brandt, A. Buncle, S. Butt, R. Clarke, F. Coffey, 
Crawford, T. Crosbie, Duckett, F. Franks, Franks, J. Grant, G. Houston, R. Houston, A. Lang, 
A. Ley, W. Litchfield, Lord, R. McInnes, M. Maher, E.P. O’Brien, J. Owens, H. Perkins, 
A. Pullen, Punter, J. Rae, Rigg, J. Shaw, R.S. Sutcliffe, J. Tankard, A. Todd, H. Todd, J. Todd, 
E. Watkins, Watkins, H. Williams, J. Williams, W. Williams, A. Young, E. Young
Goal kickers*:
 A. Todd [11], H. Todd [7], R. Clarke [5], E. O’Brien [4], J. Rae [4], J. Shaw [4],, A. Young [4], 
R. Houston [3], J. Tankard [3], M. Maher [2], J. Barwise [1], F. Coffey [1], F. Franks [1], A. Ley [1], 
R. McInnes [1], H. Perkins [1], Rigg [1], E. Young [1]
* According to Hotham’s 1884 AGM A. Todd 10, H. Todd 10, and Australasian’s end of season review 
(6/10/1883) claimed A. Todd 13, A. Todd 6.
New: D. Bickford (Hoth. Utd/Hoth.), A. Buncle (Hoth. Utd.), T. Crosbie (Hoth. Utd.), 
Franks (Northc.), J. Grant (Hoth. Utd), A. Lang (Hoth. Utd.), W. Litchfield (Will.), 
Lord (EM), M. Maher (2nds/Hoth. Utd), E.P. O’Brien (Ess/Hoth.), H. Perkins 
(Nor’by), R. Sutcliffe (1881), A. Todd (Hoth. Utd.), H. Todd (NP), E. Watkins (Ball. 
Imp.), Watkins (Ball. Imp.)
Departures: S. Amess (RP), Douglas (Rutherglen), F. Franks (Melb, during season), 
A. Ley (Melb, back to Hoth. 26/5), A. Neely (SM), J. Walker (Carl.), 
E. Young (Ess, during season)
Melbourne
Captain: M. McKenzie
Vice Captain: J. Morris
Team: W. Abernathy, G. Aitken, N. Atkins, C. Baker, Barnard, R. Booth, Bower, W. Boys, E. Brayshay, 
H. Carr, H. Champion, A. Collins, F. Conway, Corben, P. Cunningham, J. Doran, Duncan, 
Gregory, W. Henderson, W.H. Jones, Kirkpatrick, S. Lamrock, R. Lewers, A. Ley, 
E.M. MacGregor, J.M. McDonald, A. McIntyre, M. McKenzie, A. Morris, J. Morris, Moss, 
B. Murphy, E. Murphy, P. Murphy, E. Nicholas, Patterson, Pip, F. Plant, F. Pohlman, Porter, 
C. Power, H. Power, Propsting, D. Rannard, Jno. Rickards, W. Robertson, R. Robinson, H. Rush, 
E. Sloman, W. Stiffe, G. Strachan, S. Thewlis, A. Tuckfield, J. Ulbrick, T. Walsh
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Goal kickers:
 W. Stiffe [18], Jno. Rickards [8], G. Aitken [5], A. McIntyre [4], E. Sloman [4], H. Carr [3], 
A. Collins [3], F. Plant [3], R. Booth [2], F. Conway [2], Patterson [2], Propsting [2], J. Ulbrick [2], 
P. Cunningham [1], Duncan [1], A. Ley [1], J.M. McDonald [1], M. McKenzie [1], Murphy [1], 
W. Robertson [1], H. Rush [1], A. Tuckfield [1]
New: N. Atkins (Geel.), Bower (EM/CI), H. Champion (EM), A. Collins (Geel/NG), 
F. Conway (Carl, June/WM), Corben (Northc.), P. Cunningham (Toorak), J. Doran 
(Carl, during season), Gregory (Benalla), W.H. Jones (BU), R. Lewers (Sandhurst), 
A. Ley (Hoth, back to, 26/5), E. MacGregor (EM), A. McIntyre (EM), E. Murphy 
(Carl.), P. Murphy (Alb. Imp, 26/5), F. Plant (Northc.), F. Pohlman (EM), Propsting 
(2nds), Jno. Rickards (Carl.), H. Rush (WC), G. Strachan (EM), A. Tuckfield (EM), 
T. Walsh (Carl.)
Departures: D. Aitken (Ess.), B. Longden (Syd.), E. Longden (Syd.), F. Pitcher (Ess.), H. Power 
(Ess, during season)
South Melbourne
Captain: C. Brown
Vice Captain: J. Young
Team: Allen, Baines, Bell, A. Brooks, C. Brown, Bruce, T. Bushell, J. Coffey, J. Donnelly, H. Elms, 
R. Fausset, Fitzpatrick, G. Foreman, W. Gates, R. Gilchrist, H. Goding, Gordon, T. Graham, 
F. Graves, J. Grey, T. Horan, R. Hutton, Jno. McShane, J. Medson, J. Minchin, G. Munro, 
A. Neely, J. Page, G. Palmer, J. Roberts, G. Robinson, C. Rosser, H. Rosser, J. Rosser, R.C. Roy, 
J. Scott, E. Slatter, J. Smith, Swift, H. Tacke, J. Taylor, C. Thomas, E. Waters, Wauchope, W. Wells, 
R. Wood, J. Young
*J.T. Crowl, C. Faussett, R. Faussett, Healey, H. Latchford, and Merriman also toured Sydney with the senior team. In the 
game v. Maitland (17/7) South Melbourne also included Fairfax, Birrell, Grey, and J. Gliddon from Sydney in its team.
Goal kickers:
 T. Bushell [20], W. Wells [19], R. Roy [13], H. Goding [12], J. Page [8], A. Neely [7], F. Graves [5], 
H. Rosser [5], J. Minchin [3], W. Gates [1], R. Gilchrist [1], J. Gliddon [1], T. Horan [1], 
C. Rosser [1], J. Scott [1], E. Slatter [1], J. Taylor [1], C. Thomas [1], E. Waters [1], Wauchope [1], 
J. Young [1]
New: Bell (2nds), J. Coffey (Sandridge), J. Donnelly (Sandhurst), Gordon (SY), 
T. Graham (Rich. Jun.), F. Grave (Northc.), F. McKnight (SP), Jno. McShane 
(Geel.), J. Medson (Britannia), J. Minchin (SP), A. Neely (Hoth.), G. Palmer (1881), 
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J. Roberts (Foots.), J. Smith (MP/SM), H. Tacke (CC/Northc.), E. Waters (SY), 
Wauchope (Ball. or Sandhurst), R. Wood (Foots, late in season)
Departures: T. Cameron (Carl.), J.C. Gibson (QLD), R. Roy (P. Adel, SA, late July), 
A. Waine (P. Adel, SA)
Ballarat District
Albion Imperial, Ballarat, Ballarat Imperial, Maryborough
1883 Season
April 21
Essendon 0.0  v. Moonee Ponds (25*) 1.5
*From 1859 to 1896 teams normally consisted of twenty players. Variations in these numbers are indicated in brackets.
April 28
Carlton 7.12  v. Waverley (23) 0.2
Melbourne 9.15  v. Public Schools 0.5
South Melbourne 4.9  v. Sandridge (23) 2.5
May 5
Carlton 1.10  v. Star of Carlton (23) 1.8
Essendon 7.21  v. Powlett (23) 1.3 
The new footy season
The Ballarat Football Club open the season this afternoon by a match between their first 20 and 
the second 25, at the Saxon Paddock. It is hoped the teams will all ‘don’ the uniform of the club, 
and so start the season properly. We notice during the past few days the usual preparations – 
painting gates, goal posts, &c, and repairing the fence – have been carried out, and will be ready 
for today’s match. Admission to the reserve is only to be obtained by members’ tickets, which may 
be obtained from any of the committee, on the ground.
The Ballarat Star, 28/4/1883
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Hotham 2.13  v. North Park (23) 1.7
Melbourne 8.14  v. Waverley (23) 0.6
South Melbourne 5.7  v. Williamstown (23) 1.5
May 12
Melbourne 2. 2 2. 5 
Essendon 2. 9 5.13
(MCG; Att: 6-8,000)      
Best
Melbourne: Collins, McIntyre, McKenzie, Stiffe, Booth, Sloman
Essendon: Aitken, McShane, Adams, Stafford, Rout, F. Hughes 
Goals
Melbourne: Aitken 2
Essendon: Feehan 2, Steel 2, W. Hughes
Geelong 1. 6 4.11
Albion Imperial 3. 4 3. 5
(CO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: P. McShane, McLean, Hickinbotham, Steedman, Hall, Kerley
Albion Imperial: Brookes, Lyons, Myers, Taylor, Darcy, Murphy, Worrall
Goals
Geelong: Kerley, Brownlow, Shaw, Robinson
Albion Imperial: F. Lyons 2, Watson
Other Matches
Carlton 4.12 v. South Yarra (23) 0.6
Hotham 4.16 v. Star of Carlton (23) 0.4
South Melbourne 5.8 v. Richmond Juniors 0.4
May 19
Essendon 1. 6 2.12
South Melbourne 2. 3 3. 5
(EMCG; Att: 10-12,000)    
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Best
Essendon: Stafford, Duckett, Powell, McShane, Aitken, F. Hughes
South Melbourne: Bushell (bog), Gilchrist, Graves, Neely, Horan, Brown
Goals
Essendon: W. Hughes, J. Osborne
South Melbourne: Goding, Taylor, Bushell
Other matches
Geelong 5.5 v. West Geelong (23) 0.3
Hotham 6.10 v. Royal Park (23) 0.0
Melbourne 2.5 v. South Yarra (23) 5.7
Williamstown (23) 0.6 v. Carlton   3.9
Thursday May 24 (Queen’s Birthday)
Hotham 0. 2 3. 8
Geelong 3. 9 3.16
(EMCG; Att: 12-4,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Shaw, H. Todd, Rigg, E. Young, Pullen, A. Young
Geelong: Steedman, Kerley, Talbot, Hall, McPherson, Brush
Goals
Hotham: A. Todd 2, Rigg
Geelong: Kerley 2, McLean
Gate money
Before the Hotham v. Star of Carlton on 12/5/1883, at the Hotham Recreation Reserve, the Hotham 
Committee decided ‘to make a charge of sixpence to their match to-morrow. It being the first time 
a charge has been made, and the match an interesting one, it is hoped there will be a “big” crowd 
there.’ 
The North Melbourne Advertiser, 11/5/1883
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Other matches
Sale (23) 1.0  v. Carlton 17.27
May 26
Geelong 1.11 1.17
Ballarat 1. 2 1. 3
(CO; Att: 1,200-3,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Palmer, Brush, Steedman, Brownlow, Hall
Ballarat: Taylor, Davis, Downes, Cooper, Lawlor, Jackson
Goals
Geelong: Brush
Ballarat: Horwood
Hotham 3. 6 3. 8
Carlton 2. 3 2.13
(MCG; Att: 12,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard (bog), Shaw, Brandt, A. Young, Coffey, A. Todd
Carlton: Wilson, Smith, Baker, Joyce, Bailey, Frayne, Rickards
Goals
Hotham: A. Todd, Franks, Tankard
Carlton: Jas. Rickards 2
Extravagant teamwork
Reigning premier Geelong was keen to display its mastery of the game against Ballarat, but became a little 
elaborate early in this contest: 
There were the Geelong men, tossing the ball to one another within from 25 to 40 yards of the 
goal to the irritation of their supporters and the utter perplexity of the Ballarat players, who ran 
back towards the goal at each mark, expecting a shot for a score, only to see a Geelong man mark 
it to a comrade.
The Ballarat Courier, 28/5/1883
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South Melbourne 2. 3 2.12
Melbourne 3. 2 3.10
(SMCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Graves, Bushell, Scott, McShane, Roy, J. Rosser
Melbourne: Collins, McKenzie, Stiffe, Plant, Murphy, Tuckfield
Goals
South Melbourne: Scott, Roy
Melbourne: Collins 2, Stiffe
Other matches
Essendon 3.10  v. South Yarra (23) 4.9
Ladder at the end of May (all matches)*
 p w d l f a
Hotham 5 4 1 0 18 6
Carlton 6 4 1 1 34 5
South Melbourne 5 4 0 1 19 8
Geelong 4 2 2 0 13 7
Melbourne 5 3 0 2 24 12
Essendon 5 2 0 3 17 11
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
Ladder at the end of May (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
Hotham 2 1 1 0 6  5
Essendon 2 1 0 1 7  5
South Melbourne 2 1 0 1 5  5
Melbourne 2 1 0 1 5  7
Geelong 1 0 1 0 3  3
Carlton 1 0 0 1 2  3
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Leading Goal kickers*
A. Todd (Hoth.) 3    (4)
G. Aitken (Melb.) 2    (3)
A. Collins (Melb.) 2    (2)
M. Feehan (Ess.)  2    (2)
W. Hughes (Ess.)  2    (3)
J. Kerley (Geel.) 2    (5)
Jas. Rickards (Carl.)  2    (3)
A. Steel (Ess.)  2    (4)
*Goals in senior games only. Brackets: goals in all matches.
June 2
Essendon 1. 0 4. 9
Hotham 1. 6 1. 6
(EMCG; Att: 1,500-3,000)
Best
Essendon: McShane, W. Hughes, F. Hughes, Aitken, Powell, Pitcher
Hotham: Shaw, Tankard, Williams, Barwise, Rigg, Buncle
Goals
Essendon: Nally, Powell, De Little, W. Hughes
Hotham: A. Young
Geelong 1. 3 1. 3
South Melbourne 1. 6 6. 8
(CO; Att: 2,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Hall, Bolton, Thomson, Simson, McLean
South Melbourne: Neely, Graves, Wells, Robertson, Goding, Young, Smith
Goals
Geelong: Kerley
South Melbourne: Wells 3, Bushell, Goding, Roy
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Melbourne 1. 3 3. 7
Carlton 3. 5 5. 6
(MCG; Att: 7,300*)
*Number of tickets sold.
Best
Melbourne: Booth, McKenzie, Rickards, Collins, Tuckfield, Plant
Carlton: Wilson (bog), Walker, Baker, Frayne, Whelan, Bailey
Goals
Melbourne: Jno. Rickards 2, Booth
Carlton: Baker 3, Elliott, Heatley
June 9
Essendon 2. 9 3.11  
Geelong 0. 3 4. 7
(EMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Essendon: W. Hughes, Osborne, Aitken, McCulloch, Stafford
Geelong: Steedman, Brownlow, Talbot, Bolton, Hall, McLean
Goals
Essendon: Fleming, Aitken, Carter
Geelong: Talbot, Steedman, McLean, Foote
Public duty
After the Melbourne v. Carlton match on June 2, correspondent ‘Free Kick’ informed his readers that 
it becomes my unpleasant though necessary duty to call the attention of the M.C.C. Committee to 
the fact that the front seat of the Ladies’ Reserve were occupied by gentlemen (?), who not only 
prevented ladies from taking advantage of the accommodation specially prepared for their comfort 
and convenience, but were also guilty of the unpardonable offence of smoking, although notice 
prohibiting same was staring them in the face throughout the afternoon. In calling attention to this 
matter, I do so … at the request of several ladies who were present.
The Federal Australian, 14/6/1883, Supplement
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Hotham 0. 8 1.12
Melbourne 0. 4 3. 6
(HRR; 2,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard (bog), A. Young, Todd, Barwise, E. Young, Butt
Melbourne: McDonald, McKenzie, McIntyre, Conway, Pohlman
Goals
Hotham: A. Young
Melbourne: Jno. Rickards 2, Ulbrick
South Melbourne 0. 5 1. 6 
Carlton 3. 2 4. 7
(MCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Elms, Neely, Gilchrist, Smith, Graves, Wells
Carlton: Bloomfield, Maloney, Walker, Wilson, Shearwood
Goals
South Melbourne: Goding
Carlton: Bailey, Heatley, Jas. Rickards, Baker
June 16
Geelong 1. 2 4.12
Hotham 1. 8 1. 9
(CO; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Hall, McShane, Brownlow, McLean, Palmer
Hotham: Tankard, Buncle, Clarke, A. Young, A. Todd, Maher
Goals
Geelong: McLean, Talbot, McShane, Foote
Hotham: Maher
Melbourne 4. 3 4.10
South Melbourne 0. 5 2. 9
(MCG; Att: 9-12,000)
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Best
Melbourne: Booth, Collins, Conway, E. Murphy, Plant, Rickards, Rush
South Melbourne: Elms, Gilchrist, Gates, Graves, Minchin, Neely, Young
Goals
Melbourne: Jno. Rickards 3, Ulbrick
South Melbourne: Page, J. Minchin
Other matches
Carlton 5.18 v. Clifton Union (23) 0.1
June 23
Carlton 2. 9 4.14
Geelong 0. 3 2. 6
(MCG; Att: 12-3,000)
Best
Carlton: Maloney (bog), Bloomfield, Coventry, Wilson, Bailey
Geelong: Talbot, Steedman, Brownlow, Brush, Hall, Palmer
Goals
Carlton: Bailey 2, Wilson, Baker
Geelong: P. McShane, Brownlow
Two reports about a tragedy due to a dangerous level of excitement
In the big game between Carlton and Geelong, the Blues made several exciting forays forward before 
striking home for its first goal. It was reported:
The excitement had been worked up gradually by the all but successful dashes of the Carlton men, 
and reached such a high pitch when the goal was kicked that one of the spectators standing near 
the post dropped dead. In the dense crowd the occurrence was, however, scarcely noticed, and 
the game continued.
The Argus, 25/6/1883 
Another newspaper also referred to the tragedy: 
a man named Strong, about 40 years of age … was observed to slip off a seat in the circle, and 
become unconscious. The professional services of Dr. Wilmott … were called into requisition, and, 
on examination, he pronounced life extinct. The inference to be drawn from this sad event is, that 
anyone likely to be excited by the game, and knowing he is suffering from an affection of the 
heart, should studiously avoid all football matches.
The Federal Australian, 28/6/1883
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Melbourne 2.11 3.18
Ballarat 1. 3 2.12
(EMCG; Att: 300)
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe, Booth, Sloman
Ballarat: Jamieson, Lewis
South Melbourne 1. 6 1. 6
Hotham 0. 1 1. 6
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Wells, Brookes, Elms, Gates, Brown, Gilchrist
Hotham: Franks, Tankard, Houston, Ley, Buncle, Batt, Perkins
Goals
South Melbourne: Wells
Hotham: H. Todd
June 30
Inter-colonial
South Melbourne 3. 2 5.10
Port Adelaide 1. 4 2. 6 
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Minchin, Young, Bushell, Neely, Graves
Port Adelaide: Bushby, Kellett, Mehrtens, Litchfield, Bissett, Goode 
Goals
South Melbourne: Graves, E. Slatter, Bushell, Neely, Wells
Port Adelaide: Kellett, G. Slatter
Senior
Essendon 1. 1 3.16 
Carlton 3.12 4.15
(EMCG; Att: 7-8,000)
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Best
Essendon: Aitken, Powell, Fleming, F. Hughes, Pitcher, McShane
Carlton: Bloomfield, Wilson, Baker, Smith, Coventry, Frayne
Goals
Essendon: Aitken, W. Hughes, F. Pitcher
Carlton: Baker 2, Bailey, Heatley
Melbourne 0. 4 4. 9
Geelong 3. 4 4. 4 
(MCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: Conway (bog), McKenzie, Booth, Sloman, Cunningham 
Geelong: Steedman, Kerley, Brownlow, Brush, Hickinbotham, McLean
Goals
Melbourne: Conway 2, Aitken, Stiffe
Geelong: McLean, Foote, Talbot, P. McShane
Other matches
Hotham 0.8  v. North Park (23) 0.6
Ladder at the end of June (All matches)*
 p w d l f a
Carlton 11 9 1 1 56  14
Melbourne 10 6 1 3 41  26
South Melbourne 9 5 1 3 29  18
Geelong 9 4 3 2 28  25
Hotham 10 4 3 3 22  18
Essendon 8 3 0 5 27  20
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
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Ladder at the end of June (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
Carlton 5 4 0 1 19  12
Melbourne 6 3 1 2 19  19
Geelong 6 2 2 2 18  21
South Melbourne 6 2 1 3 15  15
Essendon 5 2 0 3 17  14
Hotham 6 1 2 3 10  17
Leading Goal kickers*
J. Baker (Carl.)  7 (15)
Jno. Rickards (Melb.) 7 (7)
J. Bailey (Carl.)  4 (8)
W. Hughes (Ess.)  4 (7)
H. McLean (Geel.) 4 (7)
W. Wells (SM)  4 (5)
*Goals in senior games only. Brackets: goals in all matches.
Monday July 2 (Separation Day holiday)
Melbourne 1. 7 2. 9
Port Adelaide 0. 0 1. 1
(MCG: Att: 100-500)
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe, Duncan
Port Adelaide: Kellett
Wednesday July 4
Sale (23) 0. 1 2. 3
Port Adelaide 6.11 9.17
(Sale; Att: 400)
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Goals
Sale:  Webster, Lloyd
Port Adelaide: McNaughton 2, Kellett. Litchfield, Munro, Hosie, Bushby, 
  Slatter, Fitzpatrick
July 7
Inter-colonial
Geelong 4. 8 8.10 
Port Adelaide 1. 2 1. 6
(CO; Att: 1,200)
Best
Geelong: Hall, Steedman, Kerley, McLean, Thomson, Brownlow
Port Adelaide: Mehrtens, Randall, Kellett, Litchfield, Bushby, McNaughton
Goals
Geelong: McLean 3, Kerley 2, Steedman, Hall, R. Thomson
Port Adelaide: Litchfield
Senior
Essendon 4. 5 5. 9
Melbourne 2. 4 4.11
(EMCG; Att: 6-8,000)
Best
Essendon: Fleming, Hughes, Kirk, P.G. McShane, Osborne, Powell
Melbourne: Aitken, Booth, Atkins, Conway, Cunningham, McKenzie
Goals
Essendon: Power 2, Kirk, F. Pitcher, Angwin
Melbourne: Stiffe 2, Aitken, McIntyre
Hotham 3. 7 3.11 
Carlton 0. 1 3. 8
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
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Best
Hotham: Tankard, Brandt, Todd, Young, Maher, Ley, Shaw
Carlton: Bloomfield, Wilson, Cameron, Whelan, Coventry, Frayne
Goals
Hotham: A. Todd, Maher, A. Young
Carlton: Elliott, Smith, Bloomfield
Tuesday July 10
Maryborough 0. 1 0. 3
Port Adelaide 1. 2 1. 5
(PP; Att: 1,500)
Best
Maryborough: G. Casey, F. Reddy, C. Reddy, Moriss, Wesley, Page, Callinan
Port Adelaide: Smith, Fitzpatrick, Mehrtens, Kellett, Bushby
Goal
Port Adelaide: McKenzie
Wednesday July 11
Sandhurst Assoc’n 3. 5 8. 9
Port Adelaide 1. 4 1. 9
(BC CG: Att: 2,000)
Goals
Sandhurst Assoc’n: Crabbe 4, Davis, Boffey, McHarg, Harper
Port Adelaide: Litchfield
Friday July 13
Ballarat 1. 3 5. 8
Port Adelaide 1. 6 1. 6
(WOB; Att: 1,500)
Best
Ballarat: Cooper (bog), Bushby, Lawlor, Reynolds, Gay, Christy
Port Adelaide: Warren, Litchfield, Bushby, Mehrtens, Turpenny, Bissett
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Goals
Ballarat: Bushby 2, Lewis 2, Christy
Port Adelaide: Litchfield
July 14
Inter-colonial
Carlton 3.12 6.17
Port Adelaide 0. 0 3. 4
(SMCG)
Best
Carlton: Bloomfield, Wilson, Heatley, Elliott, T. Cameron
Port Adelaide: Kirkpatrick, Duckett, Hosie, Turpenny, Fitzpatrick
Goals
Carlton: Elliott 2, T. Cameron, Baker, Heatley, Donovan
Port Adelaide: Litchfield, Bissett, Kirkpatrick
Senior
Ballarat 1. 0 2. 5 
Melbourne 2. 7 3. 9
(SP; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Ballarat: Bushby, Graham, Cooper, Lawlor, Downes, Jamieson
Melbourne: Collins, Stiffe, McKenzie, McDonald, Jones
Slurring the umpire’s character
Local Ballarat umpire J. Davis had a bad day when officiating in the Ballarat v. Melbourne match. He 
performed so poorly that he received some uncomplimentary insinuations from Melbourne’s players. The 
visitors taunted Davis with accusations of bias with comments like ‘You’ve got money on it’, and when 
Melbourne scored a goal, he received jibes such as ‘You’ll lose your bet, old man’ and ‘We’ll lend you half-
a-crown’. 
The Ballarat Courier, 16/7/1883
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Goals
Ballarat: Cooper, Lawlor
Melbourne: Stiffe 2, Patterson
Essendon 1. 5 4. 7
Hotham 2. 7 4.16
(EMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Essendon: Aitken, F. Hughes, Powell, Fleming, Angwin, Carter
Hotham: Tankard (bog), A. Todd, H. Todd, Shaw, Clarke, Houston
Goals
Essendon: W. Pitcher, Angwin, Aitken, W. Hughes
Hotham: Clarke 2, A. Todd, A. Young
July 21
Essendon 1.11 4.15
Carlton 2. 4 3. 8
(EMCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Poetic clarification
In a spiteful game between Carlton and Essendon the Blues were the main offenders and paid the price 
when a couple of its players were suspended. A correspondent sent a poem to a local newspaper presenting 
his version of events:
 The Essendon team played square to win,
 And they’re hard in the head if they’re soft in the shin;
 They’re gentlemen players and tough ‘uns;
 But the Carltons are really a rowdy lot,
 When they lose their heads and get in a scot
 They’re terrible kickers and rough ‘uns. 
The Carlton Advertiser, 27/7/1883
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Best
Essendon: Carter, F. Hughes, Aitken, Rout, Angwin, Tindale
Carlton: T. Cameron, J. Cameron, Heatley, Coventry, Whelan, Frayne
Goals
Essendon: W. Hughes 2, Power, Powell
Carlton: Heatley, Whelan, Daley
South Melbourne 0. 3 0. 6
Melbourne 3. 6 3. 9
(SMCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Neely, Minchin, Gates, Gilchrist, Rosser, Elms
Melbourne: Conway, Collins, McKenzie, Stiffe, Murphy, Rush, Carr
Goals
Melbourne: Collins, Carr, Rush
Other matches
Sandhurst  0.13  v. Hotham 3.10
Western District (23)  0.1  v. Geelong 8.15
July 28
Carlton 0. 7 0.10
Melbourne 0. 5 1.11 
(EMCG; Att: 8,000)
Best
Carlton: Smith (bog), Frayne, Bloomfield, Cameron, Whelan 
Melbourne: Collins, Conway, Booth, McKenzie, Plant, Stiffe, Rush
Goal
Melbourne: Stiffe
Geelong 3. 3 4.13 
Albion Imp. Ballarat 1. 2 2. 4 
(CO; Att: 600)
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Best
Geelong: Hall (bog), Kerley, Hickinbotham, Kerley, Steedman, Cahill
Ballarat Imperial: Murphy, Berry, Lynch, Stanbury, Darcy, Lyons
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 2, McLean, Kerley
Ballarat Imperial: J. Lyons, Murphy
South Melbourne 2. 2 5. 7
Essendon 0. 5 1. 8
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Elms (bog), Wells, Gates, Bushell, Gilchrist, Minchin
Essendon: W. Hughes, McShane, Powell, Rout, Aitken, Osborne
Goals
South Melbourne: Page 2, Bushell, Wells, Goding
Essendon: Aitken
Other matches
Hotham 1.15  v. Williamstown (23) 1.2
Ladder at the end of July (All matches)*
 p w d l f a
Carlton 14 9 2 3 62  22
Geelong 11 6 3 2 40  27
Melbourne 14 9 1 4 52  33
South Melbourne 11 6 1 4 34  22
Hotham 14 5 6 3 33  26
Essendon 12 5 1 6 41  36
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
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Ladder at the end of July (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
Melbourne 9 5 1 3 27  26
Carlton 8 4 1 3 25  20
Essendon 9 4 1 4 31  30
South Melbourne 8 3 1 4 20  19
Geelong 6 2 2 2 18  21
Hotham 8 1 4 3 17  24
Leading Goal kickers*
J. Baker (Carl.)  7 (16)
W. Hughes (Ess.)  7 (10)
Jno. Rickards (Melb.) 7 (7)
W. Stiffe (Melb.) 5 (15)
A. Todd (Hoth.) 5 (7)
W. Wells (SM)  5 (12)
*Goals in senior games only. Brackets: goals in all matches.
August 4
Essendon 4. 7 4.11 
Melbourne 0. 2 2. 8 
(EMCG: Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Essendon: Fleming, Powell, F. Hughes, W. Hughes, Walker
Melbourne: McIntyre, Plant, Tuckfield, Booth, Conway, McKenzie
Goals
Essendon: Sebire, Walker, F. Tindale, W. Hughes
Melbourne: Patterson, Plant
Geelong 3.12 4.14 
Carlton 1. 0 3. 8  
(CO: Att: 3-5,000)
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Best
Geelong: Kerley, McLean, Steedman, McPherson, Talbot, Douglass
Carlton: Baker, Coventry, Bloomfield, T. Cameron, Smith, Barrass
Goals
Geelong: Hickinbotham 2, P. McShane, Talbot
Carlton: Donovan 2, Heatley
South Melbourne 4. 5 6. 8
Hotham 0. 1 2. 9 
(SMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Elms, Young, Page, Minchin, Neely, Goding, Robinson
Hotham: Barwise, Tankard, Shaw, Ley, A. Todd, Perkins, Franks
Goals
South Melbourne: Wells 2, Page 2, Goding, Bushell
Hotham: Barwise, H. Todd
August 11
Hotham 0. 0 1. 7 
Essendon 1.10 1.13
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Franks, Tankard, Ley, Perkins, Maher, Batt, Clarke, Pullen
Essendon: W. Hughes, Carter, Martin, Young, F. Hughes, Aitken
The great Geelong
In 1893 a journalist fondly recalled the Geelong teams of the early eighties: 
the never-to-be-forgotten brilliancy of Geelong, when the latter were at the height of their fame, 
namely, in the unerring accuracy with which they kicked to each other from half-distances. It was 
in this way they repeatedly transferred the ball from end to end of the ground without allowing 
their opponents the privilege of touching it whilst in transit.
Australasian, 1/7/1893
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Goals
Hotham: Clarke
Essendon: Power
Melbourne 0. 2 4.12
Geelong 6.10 6.12
(EMCG; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Melbourne: McIntyre, Conway, Tuckfield, Plant, McKenzie, Stiffe
Geelong: Brownlow, Bolton, Cahill, McLean, Kerley, Steedman
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe 2, McIntyre, Murphy
Geelong: P. McShane 3, McLean, Hickinbotham, Reeves
South Melbourne 2. 2 5.10
Carlton 1. 8 2.11
(SMCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Bushell, Gates, Goding, Graves, H. Rosser, Gilchrist
Carlton: Baker, Whelan, Frayne, Smith, Rickards, Bloomfield
Goals
South Melbourne: H. Rosser, Page, Wells, Goding, Bushell 
Carlton: Jas. Rickards, Heatley
August 18
Essendon 0. 3 1.11
South Melbourne 1.11 1.15
(EMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Essendon: F. Hughes, W. Hughes, Carter, Aitken, Steward, Fleming
South Melbourne: Young, Graves, J. Rosser, Neely, Bushell, Wells, Elms
Goals
Essendon: Stafford
South Melbourne: Page
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Hotham 2. 7 3.15
Melbourne 0. 2 0. 3
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Barwise, Houston, Brandt, H. Todd, A. Todd
Melbourne: McKenzie, Jones, Sloman, McIntyre, Stiffe
Goals
Hotham: Houston 2, H. Todd
Other matches
Geelong 5.10  v. South Yarra (23) 2.7
Maryborough 1.1  v. Carlton  2.9
August 25
Carlton 3. 8 3.11 
Essendon 0. 0 1.10 
(PO; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
Carlton: Bloomfield, Fitzgerald, Martin, Baker, Slattery, Maloney 
Essendon: F. Hughes, Aitken, Fleming, Powell, Carter, Rout, Kirk
Goals
Carlton: Baker 2, Woodburn
Essendon: W. Hughes
South Melbourne 6. 8 6.10
Geelong 1. 2 5.11
(SMCG; Att: 5-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Minchin, Young, Bushell, Elms, Wells, J. Rosser
Geelong: Kerley, McLean, Steedman, Talbot, Hall, McPherson
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell 2, Graves, J. Minchin, Goding, H. Rosser
Geelong: P. McShane 3, McLean 2
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Other matches
Hotham 8.18 v. Sandhurst 0.2
Williamstown 1  v. Melbourne 1
Ladder at the end of August (all matches)*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 15 9 3 3 60  42
South Melbourne 15 9 2 4 52  32
Carlton 18 11 2 5 72  33
Hotham 18 7 7 4 47  33
Melbourne 18 9 2 7 59  47
Essendon 16 6 3 7 48  43
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
Ladder at the end of August (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 12 6 2 4 38  29
Geelong 9 4 2 3 33  34
Essendon 13 5 3 5 38  37
Carlton 11 5 1 5 33  30
Melbourne 12 5 1 6 33  39
Hotham 11 2 5 4 23  31
Leading Goal kickers*
P. McShane (Geel.) 10 (18)
J. Baker (Carl.)  9 (18)
W. Hughes (Ess.)  9 (12)
W. Wells (SM)  8 (15)
*Goals in games only between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs. Brackets: goals in all matches.
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September 1
Geelong 2. 6 7.15
Hotham 2. 5 2.11
(CO; Att: 1,200-3,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean, Kerley, Cahill, Hickinbotham, Steedman, Boyd
Hotham: Tankard, Shaw, Todd, Rae, Ley, Brandt, Perkins, O’Brien
Goals
Geelong: Steedman 2, P. McShane, McLean, Foote, R. Thompson, Boyd 
Hotham: Shaw 2
Melbourne 1. 3 2.16
Carlton 1. 6 1. 8
(FCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Melbourne: Tuckfield (bog), Stiffe, McIntyre, McKenzie, Rush, Plant 
Carlton: Donovan, Bloomfield, Maloney, Martin, Smith, Frayne 
Goals
Melbourne: Stiffe, Propsting
Carlton: Bailey
South Melbourne 2. 5 7.13
Ballarat Imperial 0. 5 1.11
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Minchin, Bushell, Elms, Graves, Brooks, Brown
Ballarat Imperial: Worrall, Murphy, Brooks, J. Lyons, F. Lyons, Tootell
A journalist’s lot
Due to a lucrative financial arrangement, the Fitzroy Cricket Ground was used to host the contest between 
Melbourne and Carlton. A journalist from The Argus was very critical of the ground claiming that it was 
much too small. Perhaps, his unhappy mood was explained by the fact that he had to report the game from 
a makeshift press box placed on top of a lorry on Brunswick Street.
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Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell 4, Graves, H. Rosser, Wells
Ballarat Imperial: P. Burns
Other matches
Williamstown (23) 2.5 v. Essendon 1.8
September 8
Carlton 1. 6 2.15
South Melbourne 3. 4 4. 4
(PO; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
Carlton: Maloney, Baker, Bloomfield, Fitzgerald, Cameron, Martin
South Melbourne: Young, Minchin, Gilchrist, Elms, Graves, Bushell, Wells
Goals
Carlton: Bailey, Baker
South Melbourne: Bushell 2, Graves, Wells
Geelong 2. 8 4.16
Essendon 2. 2 3. 6
(CO; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Geelong: Thomson, Hickinbotham, Reeves, Palmer, Steedman 
Essendon: W. Hughes, Sebire, Aitken, Angwin, Powell, Pitcher
Goals
Geelong: Reeves 2, McLean, Hickinbotham
Essendon: W. Hughes, Sebire, Aitken
Melbourne 1. 4 3. 9 
Hotham 0. 5 1. 6
(Melb. Gr.; Att: 8,000)
Best
Melbourne: McKenzie, Walsh, McIntyre, McDonald, Ulbrick, Stiffe 
Hotham: Rae, Buncle, Batt, Franks, Perkins, O’Brien, A. Todd, H. Todd
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Goals
Melbourne: Carr 2, Propsting
Hotham: O’Brien
September 15
Carlton 5. 1 6. 8
Hotham 1. 2 3. 6
(PO; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Bloomfield, Coventry, Cameron, M. Slattery
Hotham: Tankard, Shaw, A. Todd, Barwise, Ley, Perkins, Houston
Goals
Carlton: Bailey, Heatley, Jas. Rickards, Slattery, Bloomfield, Coventry
Hotham: O’Brien, A. Todd, McInnes 
Geelong 1.16 5.23
Melbourne 0. 5 0. 6
(CO; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Steedman, Hickinbotham, McPherson, Foote
Melbourne: McKenzie, McIntyre, Plant, Jones, Propsting, Ulbrick
Goals
Geelong: Reeves 2, McLean 2, P. McShane
September 22
Geelong 3.11 7.19
Carlton 1. 5 2. 9
(CO; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Steedman, Thomson, McPherson, McLean, Talbot
Carlton: Bloomfield, Baker, Slattery, Heatley, Smith, Maloney
Goals
Geelong: Reeves 2, P. McShane 2, McLean 2, Foote
Carlton: Baker, Jas. Rickards
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Melbourne 1. 0 1. 7
South Melbourne 1. 8 2.12
(FCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Best
Melbourne: Patterson, Ulbrick, Rush, Jones, McKenzie, Thewlis
South Melbourne: Graves, Wells, Neely, Young, Minchin, Elms, Rosser
Goals
Melbourne: McIntyre
South Melbourne: Gilchrist, Wells
September 29
Ballarat 3. 7 4.11
Geelong 4. 5 6. 7
(SP; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Ballarat: Manderson, Lawlor, Berry, Bodycombe, Christy, Gough
Geelong: Kerley, Talbot, Cahill, Davey, Brownlow, Hickinbotham
Goals
Ballarat: Horwood 2, Lawlor, Waight
Geelong: P. McShane 2, Foote, McLean, Talbot, Steedman
Carlton 2. 3 2.13
Melbourne 0. 3 0. 5
(PO; Att: 7-10,000)
Best
Carlton: Smith, Bloomfield, Coventry, Joyce, Cameron, Donovan
Melbourne: McDonald, Plant, McKenzie, McIntyre, Jones, Tuckfield
Death of Ballarat Imperial’s John Mills
In a tragic incident Ballarat Imperial captain John Mills died after receiving a severe blow during a game 
against Albion Imperial on September 15. The blow ruptured his small intestine, but he played out the game. 
He died two days later and was only twenty-seven years of age.
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Goals
Carlton: Woodburn, Heatley
Hotham 1. 3 2. 8
South Melbourne 2. 3 2. 6
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Shaw, Ley, Houston, McInnes, Rae, Brandt
South Melbourne: Wells, Minchin, Elms, G. Rosser, Rosser, Young, Graves
Goals
Hotham: H. Todd, Ley
South Melbourne: Goding, Wells
1883 — Season Review
CLUBS’ RECORD IN ALL MATCHES
 p w d l f a
Geelong 21 15 3 3 97 54
South Melbourne 25 18 3 4 104 56
Carlton 24 14 2 8 91 52a
Essendon 21 9 3 9 70 57b
Melbourne 24 12 2 10 67 59
Hotham 22 7 8 7 55 51c
a  Carlton’s 1884 AGM confirmed this figure. According to the Australasian Carlton p 24 w 14 d 3 l 7 f 91 a 52. The confusion arises from 
Carlton’s game v. Essendon (21/7), which was initially a “no result”, but was later deemed an Essendon victory by the VFA.
b  Essendon’s record also reported as p 22 w 8 d 4 l 10 f 70 a 58. In Essendon’s 1884 AGM 1883 results were recorded as: p 26 w 10 d 3 
l 13 f 70 a 58. The Australasian credits Essendon with a draw rather than a win because of the confusion arising from the Carlton game 
(21/7). The inclusion of a tenth loss refers to v. Moonee Ponds 0-1 (21/4).
c  The Australasian record is correct as is recorded above. According to The Sportsman Hotham’s record was: w 6 d 8 l 7 f 53 a 50. 
According to Hotham’s 1884 AGM its 1883 record was: w 7 d 8 l 7 f 56 a 53.
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SENIOR RECORD*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 13 8 2 3 56 41
South Melbourne 15 8 3 4 46 34
Carlton 16 7 1 8 46 46
Essendon 14 5 3 6 41 41 
Melbourne 17 7 1 9 39 48
Hotham 15 2 6 7 31 49
*There were no ‘official’ ladders in the VFA before 1888. There was general agreement about the top three teams, but positions of other 
teams relative to performance varied between newspaper reports. This ladder includes results of contests between senior metropolitan 
clubs. The Argus and the ABC Football Guide excluded results against Ballarat clubs in 1883 and 1884.
CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
The best: J. Baker (Carl.), C. Brownlow (Geel.), D. Hickinbotham (Geel.), H. Elms (SM), J. Stafford (Ess.), 
E. Powell (Ess.), M. McKenzie (Melb.), Tuckfield (Melb.), A. Young (Hoth.)
Best followers: S. Bloomfield & T. Cameron (Carl.), R. Talbot & H. Steedman (Geel.), D. Aitken & F. Hughes 
(Ess.), J. Shaw & J. Tankard (Hoth.), W. Gilchrist & F. Graves (SM), A. McIntyre & F. Plant 
(Melb.)
Best backs: H. Elms (SM) the “best back”, J. Barwise & G. Houston (Hoth.), T. Cahill & R. Thomson (Geel.), 
R. Frayne & C. Donovan (Carl.), J. McDonald (Melb.), H. Dunne & A. Kirk (Ess.), 
J. Fitzpatrick (SM)
Best forwards: P. McShane & H. McLean (Geel.), T. Bushell (SM), W. Stiffe (Melb.), A. Todd (Hoth.), W. Wells 
(SM), W. Hughes & S. Angwin (Ess.), J. Bailey (Carl.)
Best centres: E. Powell (Ess.), W. Maloney (Carl.), R. Booth (Melb.), A. Neely (SM)
Best wings: A. Tuckfield & E. Sloman (Melb.), A. Coventry (Carl.), W. Fleming & T. Rout (Ess.), J. Rosser & 
W. Gates (SM), W. Brandt (Hoth.), R. Morrison & D. Hickinbotham (Geel.)
Other good players: G. Smith (Carl.), C. Brown (SM), T. Nally & P.G. McShane (Ess.), W.H. Jones (Melb.), R. Clarke 
(Hoth.), J. Kerley (Geel.)
*According to the Australasian.
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1883 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
P. McShane (Geel.) 14 (24)
H. McLean (Geel.) 13 (23)
J. Baker (Carl.)  11 (20)
W. Wells (SM)  11 (19)
W. Hughes (Ess.)  10 (14)
T. Bushell (SM)  9 (20)
H. Goding (SM)  8 (12)
R. Heatley (Carl.)  8 (9)
W. Stiffe (Melb.) 8 (18)
*Senior matches. Goals in brackets for all matches.
1883 LEADING JUNIORS RECORD*
  p w d l
Star of Carlton  16 9 5 2
Waverley  20 9 8 2
South Park  18 12 4 2
Northcote  19 13 1 5
Port Melbourne  17 11 1 5
Brunswick  20 7 5 7
* A Mr. McKinery wrote to The Sportsman (3/10/1883) and claimed that South Park was “the only club entitled to the junior 
championship”.
* Waverley also claimed the premiership after drawing with Star of Carlton (22/9). 
Main Junior Teams
Abbotsford Union, Albert Park, Albion, Avenue, Brighton, Britannia, Brunswick, Carlton Zingari, Caulfield, Clifton, 
East Brunswick, Faraday Union, Fitzroy, Fitzroy Alberts, Footscray, Fortrose, Hawksburn, Hobson’s Bay Railway, 
Melbourne Imperial, Moonee Ponds, National, Normanby, Northcote, North Park, Osborne, Pivotonians, Powlett, 
Richmond, Royal Park, Sandridge, South Park, South Yarra, Southern Cross, Star of Carlton, Star of Richmond, 
St Kilda Alma, Toorak, Union Jack, Waverley, West Brighton, West Melbourne Juniors, West Melbourne Stanley, 
Williamstown, Yarraville
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   510 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
511
1883 Statistics
Ballarat District*
 p w d l f a
Albion Imperial 8 4 0 4 24 23**
Ballarat 9 1 2 6 16 24
Ballarat Imperial 6 2 1 3 12 22***
* Matches against senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs only.
** Albion Imperial claimed to be the 1883 Western District premier.
*** Ballarat Imperial not a member of the VFA until 1884.
Inter-colonial results
Essendon: Adelaide Tour
16/6: Port Adelaide 1.4 v. Essendon 2.18
18/6: Adelaide Junior Association (23) 2.4 v. Essendon 8.17
20/6: South Adelaide 1.4 v. Essendon 7.27
23/6: Norwood 5.5 v. Essendon 1.6
Goal kickers: 
H. Power 5, A. Steel 4, W. Hughes 2, T. Nally 2, D. Aitken 1, J. Minogue 1, E. Powell 1, T. Rout 1, 
F. Tindale 1
South Melbourne: New South Wales Tour
7/7: Sydney 5.17 v. South Melbourne 6.10
10/7: East Sydney 2.6 v. South Melbourne 3.13
12/7: Petersham/Waratah/Our Boys 2.5 v. South Melbourne 8.7
14/7: New South Wales 4.7 v. South Melbourne 9.17
17/7: North Districts* 5.10 v. South Melbourne 6.9
*Team composed of Northumberland & Newcastle City clubs.
Goal kickers:  
A. Neely 6, R. Roy 6, W. Wells 6, T. Bushell 3, H. Goding 2, W. Gates 1, J. Gliddon 1, F. Graves 1, T. Horan 1, 
J. Minchin 1, J. Page 1, C. Rosser 1, H. Rosser 1, J. Young 1
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1884
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: J. Baker
Vice Captain: G. Smith
Team: R. Aitken, J. Bailey, J. Baker, R. Beere, S. Bloomfield, T. Cameron, C. Carter, D. Clydesdale, 
J.G. Cook, Crawford, C. Donovan, H. Drew, E. Fitzgerald, R. Fleming, P. Gleeson, 
W. Hanneysee, R. Heatley, Hyland, F. Johnston, J. Joyce, T. Joyce, J.P. Kelly, P. Lacey, J. Lewis, 
Mair, T. Maloney, T. Martin, F. McIntosh, J. Melville, Morris, E. Murphy, J. Nairn, H. O’Beirne, 
J. Plummer, R. Randall, Regan, Jas. Rickards, Jno. Rickards, Jos. Rickards, M. Slattery, G. Smith, 
Soutar, F. Spear, Swallow, Toohey, A. Waldron, M. Whelan, H. Wilson, J. Woods
Goal kickers:
 S. Bloomfield [13], J. Baker [9], R. Aitken [7], W. Hanneysee [4], J. Bailey [3], J. Nairn [3], 
H. O’Beirne [3], G. Cook [2], E. Murphy [2], Jas. Rickards [2], M. Slattery [2], M. Whelan [2], 
H. Wilson [2], E. Fitzgerald [1], Hyland [1], F. Johnston [1], Joyce [1], T. Joyce [1], J. Kelly [1], 
J. Plummer [1], Jno. Rickards [1], Jos. Rickards [1], G. Smith [1]
New: R. Beere (Carl. Alb.), J.G. Cook (Wav.), Crawford (SA/Carl.), H. Drew (Wav.), 
R. Fleming (Brunsw.), W. Hanneysee (Sandridge/SS), Hyland (Carl. Alb.), 
F. Johnston (Brunsw.), T. Joyce (Britannia), J.P. Kelly (Wav.), P. Lacey (Wav/Carl, 
then to Melb.), J. Lewis (SoC), Morris (Marybgh), E. Murphy (Melb/Carl, July), 
H. O’Beirne (SoC), J. Plummer (Carl. Alb), R. Randall (Norw, SA/Hoth. Jun, June), 
Jno. Rickards (Melb/Carl.), Toohey (Little River, Barw.), A. Waldron (Norw, SA, 
June)
Departures: J. Bailey (Melb.), E. Barrass (SoC/Umpiring), J. Cameron (Fitz/Carl/Sth. Ball.), 
J. Elliott (Fitz.), J. Lowe (Melb.), A. Shearwood (Fitz.), W. Slattery (Sth. Adel, SA), 
C. Syle (SoC)
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Essendon
Captain: E. Powell/D. Aitken
Vice Captain: D. Aitken/H. Dunne
Team: D. Aitken, C. Alexander, Allander, S. Angwin, Buggle, C. Caldwell, H. Caldwell, J. Carter, 
W. Cooper, W. Cundy, Davies, Dean, J. Duncan, H. Dunne, Edmonds, W. Fleming, Fowler, 
E. Griffith, H. Griffiths, J. Graham, A. Hall, J. Hall, T. Hamilton, T. Howard, F. Hughes, 
W. Hughes, A. Knowles, T. Knowles, J. Lawlor, P. Lewis, Main, J. Martin, C. McCulloch, 
M. McGuigan, T. Nally, R.G. Nicholson, F. Osborne, C. Pearson, L. Pender, F. Pitcher, W. Pitcher, 
E. Powell, H. Power, F. Robertson, W. Robertson, W. Rogers, M. Rout, T. Rout, Rowley, 
C.D. Sebire, Shaw, J. Stafford, Stewart, J. Syers, W. Thomson, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, Williams, 
T. Woods, W. Young
Goal kickers:
 H. Caldwell [13], J. Hall [13], P. Lewis [10], F. Tindale [8], D. Aitken [7], S. Angwin [6], 
C. Pearson [6], H. Power [5], W. Hughes [4], W. Robertson [4], W. Young [4], W. Rogers [3], 
T. Woods [3], W. Cundy [2], T. Rout [2], W. Fleming [1], H. Griffiths [1], T. Nally [1], J. Osborne [1], 
E. Powell [1], F. Robertson [1], C.D. Sebire [1], J. Syers [1], H. Tindale [1]
New: H. Caldwell (Geel 1880/GGS), W. Cooper (2nds), W. Cundy (Tas.), Davies 
(Powlett), J. Graham (1881), E. Griffith (MGS), A. Hall (SC), T. Hamilton (Toorak/
SC), J. Lawlor (Ball.), P. Lewis (Ball.), Main (2nds), M. McGuigan (SC), 
R. Nicholson (SY/Melb/Haw.), C. Pearson (Brighton), L. Pender (MGS), 
H. Power (Melb.), F. Robertson (1881), W. Rogers (1882), M. Rout (EM/ SC), 
J. Syers (Brunsw.), H. Tindale (SY/EM/SC), W. Thomson (Geel.), W. Young (MP)
Departures: J. Adams (Hoth.), C. Bishop (Fitz.), G. Collopy (Fitz.), A. Kirk (Warrn’l), 
P.G. McShane (Fitz.)
Fitzroy
Captain: P.G. McShane
Vice Captain: G. Hurst/A. Shearwood
Team: Allen, J. Beggs, Bingham, C. Brown, J. Brown, T. Burke, Caffrey, Jas. Cameron, E. Carew, 
C. Cock, D. Coleman, G. Collopy, Cooper, Delaney, Dodd, H. Drew, J. Elliott, R. Ewing,
J. Farley, Grey, Haines, G. Hall, Henry, G. Heron, G. Hurst, T. Irwin, W. Johnston, J. Kerrigan, 
E. Lindsay, P. McIntyre, P.G. McShane, McNichol, McWilliams, J. Muir, B. Nathan, J. O’Leary, 
O’Loughlan, H. Rapiport, Rickarby, D. Robertson, Rouse, A. Shearwood, E. Shaw, J. Simpson, 
Taylor, Toms, G. Watsford, W. Welsford, J. (‘Rolls’) Williams, Wilson, J. Worrall
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Goal kickers:
 E. Carew [7], Cooper [5], G. Heron [5], B. Nathan [3], H. Rapiport [3], J. Elliott [2], J. Muir [2], 
J. Worrall [2], C. Brown [1], McNichol [1], O’Loughlan [1], A. Shearwood [1], W. Welsford [1]
New: J. Beggs (Britannia), C. Brown (Keilor), J. Brown (Keilor), T. Burke (Nor’by), 
Caffrey (EU), Jas. Cameron (Sth. Ball/Carl/SoC), E. Carew (EU), C. Cock (Melb/
Castlem.), D. Coleman (Sth. Ball.), G. Collopy (Ess.), Cooper (Britannia), Dodd 
(Keilor), J. Elliott (Carl/SoC), R. Ewing (Nor’by/Jolimont), J. Farley (Nor’by), Grey 
(Nor’by), Haines (Nor’by), G. Hall (Nor’by), G. Heron (Nor’by), G. Hurst (Nor’by), 
W. Johnston (Keilor), J. Kerrigan (Nor’by), E. Lindsay (Nor’by), P.G. McShane (Ess/
Adel/Ess/Keilor), J. Muir (Rich. Un.), B. Nathan (Nor’by), J. O’Leary (Wav.), 
H. Rapiport (Nor’by/Jolimont), Rouse (Nor’by), A. Shearwood (Carl/SoC), G. 
Watsford (SM), J. Williams (SP), J. Worrall (Sth Ball, July)
Geelong
Captain: C. Brownlow/H. Steedman
Vice Captain: H. Steedman/D. Hickinbotham
Team: R. Armstrong, J. Bannister, J. Bolton, C. Brownlow, H.J. Brush, T. Cahill, W. Caldwell, A. Collins, 
D. Curdie, G. Davey, F. Fairbairn, J. Field, W. Foote, F. Furnell, B.W. Hall, D. Hickinbotham, 
C. Horwood, J. Julien, J. Kerley, M. Linehan, H. Matson, H. McLean, Jno. McShane, P. McShane, 
C. Morrison, C. Palmer, J. Pike, G. Read, T. Reeves, W. Reid, R. Robinson, W. Rock, A. Simson, 
H. Steedman, R. Talbot, J. Thompson, R. Thomson, J. Weber, H. Wilmott
Goal kickers:
 P. McShane [33], J. Julien [19], J. Kerley [18], H. McLean [15], H. Steedman [12], R. Robinson [10], 
J. Bannister [8], A. Collins [4], W. Reid [4], H. Matson [3], W. Foote [2], B. Hall [2], 
D. Hickinbotham [2], R. Talbot [2], R. Thomson [2], J. Weber [2], T. Cahill [1], J. Field [1], 
T. Reeves [1]
New: W. Caldwell (Jun.), A. Collins (Melb/Geel/NG), D. Curdie (Ess/Geel.), C. Horwood 
(Ball, during season), J. Julien (Belmont), M. Linehan (GGS), Jno. McShane (SM/
Geel.), H. Matson (GGS), G. Read (GC), W. Reid (GC), R. Robinson (Melb/Geel.), 
W. Rock (GC), J. Weber (2nds)
Departures: F.M. Douglass (England), W. McPherson (Country)
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Hotham
Captain: J. Robertson/S. Butt/A. Ley
Vice Captain: S. Butt/E.P. O’Brien
Team: Jas. Adams, R. Adams, H. Alessio, A. Anderson, W. Armstrong, J. Barwise, W.A. Beveridge, 
W. Brandt, A. Buncle, T. Buncle, S. Butt, Chambers, R. Clarke, H. Greenwood, J. Hayden, 
H. Hems, R. Houston, A. Ibenthal, W.A. Johnston, W.M. Johnston, Jones, A. Ley, H. Longstaff, 
Mawdsley, J. Morris, A. Neely, E.P. O’Brien, O’Neill, H. Perkins, J. Rae, D. Riley, J. Robertson, J. 
Rushford, J. Shaw, Tallent, J. Tankard, A. Todd, H. Todd, Watson, Wickham, J. Williams, 
A. Young
Goal kickers:
 A. Todd [10], H. Todd [10], J. Tankard [9], R. Houston [6], E. O’Brien [6], H. Perkins [4], 
Buncle [4], H. Greenwood [4], T. Buncle [3], A. Neely [3], H. Hems [2], W.M. Johnston [2], 
J. Shaw [1]
New: J. Adams (Ess.), H. Alessio (MI/RI), W. Armstrong (Wav.), W.A. Beveridge (Charing 
Cross, Sandhurst), H. Hems (Wav.), W.A. Johnston (UJ), W.M. Johnston (UJ), 
H. Longstaff (NP), A. Neely (SM, during season), Wickham (RP)
Departures: F. Franks (Melb.), G. Houston (Ump.)
Melbourne
Captain: J.M. McDonald/G. Aitken
Vice Captain: S. Thewlis/F. Franks
Team: W. Abernathy, J. Affleck, G. Aitken, J. Bailey, J. Begg, W. Begg, Black, B. Boys, E. Brayshay, 
Buick, W.J. Carroll, E. Champion, J. Champion, A. Christy, A. Coulson, G. Cussen, L. Cussen, 
J. Doran, F. Franks, W. Harry, Hopson, W.H. Jones, P. Lacey, J. Lowe, E.M. MacGregor, 
C. Matthews, W.N. McAlister, J.M. McDonald, A. McIntyre, M. McKenzie, Merchant, J. Morris, 
H. Morrison, W. Moss, E. Murphy, F. Plant, F. Pohlman, Propsting, W. Ross, H. Rush, C. Spooner, 
Steel, W. Stiffe, E.A. Strachan, G. Strachan, P. Stubbs, H. Taylor, S. Thewlis, Thompson, 
A. Tuckfield, B. Tuckfield, F. Tuckfield, H. Tuckfield
Goal kickers:
 W. McAlister [12], J. Doran [7], E. MacGregor [5], A. McIntyre [5], H. Rush [5], P. Lacey [4], 
P. Stubbs [4], W.J. Carroll [2], F. Franks [2], F. Plant [2], Propsting [2], J. Begg [1], E. Brayshay [1], 
A. Coulson [1], G. Cussen [1], W.H. Jones [1], J.M. McDonald [1], W. Moss [1], E. Murphy [1], 
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C. Spooner [1]. W. Stiffe [1], Strachan [1], Tuckfield [1]
New: J. Affleck (MGS), J. Bailey (Carl, July), J. Begg (Sandridge), W. Begg (Sandridge), 
Buick (SY/EM), W.J. Carroll (BD), E. Champion (MGS), J. Champion (MGS), 
A. Christy (Ball.), A. Coulson (Ave.), G. Cussen (Casterton/WM), L. Cussen 
(Casterton), F. Franks (Hoth.), W. Harry (Northc.), Hopson (Ball.), P. Lacey (Carl/
Wav.), J. Lowe (Carl/Geel.), W. McAlister (Will.), C. Matthews (Ball.), W. Ross 
(Tas.), C. Spooner (Ball.), B. Tuckfield (SY), F. Tuckfield (EM), H. Tuckfield (SY/
EM)
Departures: A. Collins (Geel.), A. McIntyre (Sth Adel, July, then back to Melb.), E. Murphy 
(Carl, July), R. Robinson (Geel.)
South Melbourne
Captain: J. Young/H. Elms
Vice Captain: H. Elms
Team: Bennett, A. Brooks, C. Brown, Burns, T. Bushell, J. Coffey, W. Docherty, Doran, H. Elms, 
Fitzpatrick, W. Fraser, G. Friend, W. Gates, R. Gilchrist, H. Goding, T. Graham, Grant, F. Graves, 
A. Harper, Hennessy, E. Hill, Hobbs, Johnson, Kennedy, R. Kinnerburgh, E/G. Kitchen, 
H. Latchford, F. McKnight, McNamara, J. Minchin, M. Minchin, Mitchell, W. Mitchell, G. Munro, 
R. Nairn, A. Neely, North, B. Page, J. Page, Peterson, G. Robinson, J. Rosser, Searle, E. Slatter, 
J. Smith, C. Solomon, J. Taylor, C. Thomas, W. Wells, Windley, R. Wood, J. Young
Goal kickers:
 A. Harper [8], H. Latchford [8], E/G. Kitchen [7], J. Minchin [7], J. Coffey [4], G. Friend [4], 
H. Goding [3], Mitchell [2], F. Graves [1], R. Kinnerburgh [1], F. McKnight [1], McNamara [1], 
G. Munro [1], North [1], B. Page [1], E. Slatter [1], W. Wells [1], J. Young [1], Unknown [1]
New: W. Docherty (GD), W. Fraser (SP), G. Friend (NG), A. Harper (Sandhurst), E. Hill 
(SS), R. Kinnerburgh (Sandridge), H. Latchford (1882), W. Mitchell (Fortrose), 
Searle (Sandridge or Rich.), C. Solomon (Will./Sandhurst)
Departures: A. Brooks (Sth. Adel, back during season), T. Bushell (Sth. Adel, back during 
season), J. McShane (Geel.), A. Neely (Hoth, during season), C. Rosser (QLD), 
H.R. Rosser (QLD), H. Tacke (Umpiring)
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Williamstown
Captain: E. Cherry/C. Laming
Vice Captain: A. Alexander/F. Ulbrick
Team: A. Alexander, Berry, Bruen, Bryant, A. Cherry, E. Cherry, J. Clark, Currie, Daly, Davis, Deeley, 
De Gruchy, Ferguson, M. Fitzpatrick, Fowler, Galvin, F. Godwin, G. Hall, R. Hall, Henderson, 
H. Hernan, R. James, G. Jones, J. Kennedy, Laing, C. Laming, W. Litchfield, J. MacKrell, 
W. Matthews, Morgan, Murray, O’Brien, O’Connell, O’Shannessey, J. Orr, Reddy, H. Reed, 
J. Rees, Regan, R. Rivett, G. Sheldrick, A. Sims, J. Smith, C. Solomon, Spencer, Sutherland, 
Thatcher, E. Tubb, F. Ulbrick, A. Ward, E. Warren, R. Weatherhead, P. Wilkins, A. Worroll
Goal kickers*:
 E. Warren [6], J. MacKrell [5], J. Clark [4], G. Jones [4], H. Reed [3], F. Ulbrick [3], Bryant [2], 
J. Kennedy [2], A. O’Shannessey [2], Bruen [1], M. Fitzpatrick [1], F. Godwin [1], G. Hall [1], R. 
James [1], Morgan [1], O’Connell [1], J. Orr [1], Reddy [1], J. Rees [1], Regan [1], J. Smith [1], C. 
Solomon [1]
*Not entirely in accordance with Williamstown AGM figures.
New: C. Solomon (Sandhurst, then to SM)
Departures: C. Alexander (Ess.), W. McAlister (Melb.)
1884 Season
May 3
Essendon 1. 3 5.13
South Melbourne 3. 6 3. 7
(EMCG; Att: 5-8,000)
Best
Essendon: Rout (bog), Aitken, Dunne, Woods, Pearson, W. Hughes
South Melbourne: Brooks, Graves, Coffey, Young, Gilchrist, Wood, Wells
Goals
Essendon: Lewis 3, W. Hughes, Nally
South Melbourne: Wells, Coffey, Graves
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Geelong 7. 9 13.16
Ballarat 0. 1   0. 1
(CO; Att: 700-1,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, McLean, Bolton, Davie, Pike, Hickinbotham
Ballarat: A. Christy, R. Bodycombe, A. Berry, Robinson, Smith, Bushby
Goals
Geelong: McLean 3, Julien 3, P. McShane 3, Kerley, H. Steedman, Reeves, 
  Collins
Melbourne 1. 3 4. 7
Hotham 0. 4 1. 6
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Murphy, Cussen, Spooner, Tuckfield
Hotham: Ley, Buncle, Shaw, Rae, Alessio
Goals
Melbourne: McIntyre 2, Tuckfield, McAlister
Hotham: Buncle
Williamstown 0. 0. 3
Fitzroy 1. 4 2.14
(GR; Att: 400)
Back to basics
After being thrashed by Geelong a disappointed Ballarat journalist made a recommendation for the local 
team: 
Half of them should be treated to flannel clothing and compelled to “pad the hoof” around Lake 
Wendouree, until a stone or two of adipose tissue should be dropped by each of them under the 
combined influences of exercise and perspiration. 
The Ballarat Star, 5/5/1884
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Best
Williamstown: James, Clark, MacKrell, Matthews, Laming, Jones
Fitzroy: Muir (bog), P.G. McShane, Williams, Cameron, Shearwood
Goals
Fitzroy: Muir 2
Other matches
Carlton 2.11 v. Star of Carlton (23) 1.1
May 10
Geelong 0.10 7.12
South Ballarat 2. 2 4. 4
(CO; Att: 500-1,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean, McShane, Kerley, Thomson, Collins, Julien
South Ballarat: Murphy, Berry, J. Lyons, Lawson, Jas. Cameron, Worrall
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 3, McLean 2, Julien, R. Thomson
South Ballarat: F. Lyons 2, M. McDonnell, Berry
Melbourne 3. 5 3.11
Carlton 2. 5 2. 9
(MCG; Att: 12,000)
Free entry
Melbourne defeated old foes Carlton at the MCG, but not all was above board for the winners as 
a member of the Melbourne is to dealt with by the club, he being caught in the act of passing his 
ticket through the fence to a friend of his on the outside for the purpose of passing him into the 
ground.
The Sportsman, 14/5/1884
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Best
Melbourne: Jones, Ross, McIntyre, G. Cussen, Aitken, Plant, Tuckfield
Carlton: Bloomfield (bog), Smith, Rickards, Hanneysee, Cook, Fleming
Goals
Melbourne: McAlister 2, McIntyre
Carlton: Bailey 2
South Melbourne 2. 3 2. 9
Fitzroy 1. 6 1.11 
(SMCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Brooks, Goding, Young, Graves, Coffey, Rosser
Fitzroy: Williams (bog), P.G. McShane, Muir, Shearwood, Cameron
Goals
South Melbourne: Goding, Coffey
Fitzroy: Carew
Williamstown 1. 3 2. 6
Hotham 0. 6 2. 8
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Regan, Clark, Matthews, Laming, Weatherhead
Hotham: Hems, Tankard, Ley, Houston, Rae, Perkins
Goals
Williamstown: Clark 2
Hotham: Houston, Hems
Other matches
Essendon  8.26  v. South Yarra  2.2
May 17
Carlton 1. 1 2. 4
South Melbourne 1. 6 1. 9 
(MCG; Att: 10,000)
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Best
Carlton: Hanneysee, Joyce, Wilson, Bloomfield, Cook, Donovan
South Melbourne: Elms, Coffey, Wood, Harper, Graves, Young, Kinnerburgh
Goals
Carlton: Wilson, Bloomfield
South Melbourne: Goding
Essendon 4. 8 5.10
Melbourne 0. 3 3.13
(EMCG; Att: 10,000)
Best
Essendon: Aitken, W. Hughes, Sebire, Nally, Powell, Hall, Dunne
Melbourne: McIntyre, Tuckfield, McDonald, Cussen, Jones, Plant
Goals
Essendon: W. Hughes 2, F. Tindale, Pearson, Woods
Melbourne: McIntyre, Rush, Murphy
Geelong 1. 8 4.17 
Fitzroy 1. 1 2. 6 
(CO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: Julien, Kerley, Steedman, McShane, Hickinbotham
Fitzroy: Williams, Cameron, Cooper, Robertson
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 3, Julien
Fitzroy: Cooper 2
Embarrassing fortune
The Dons defeated Melbourne, but not all things went their way. An Essendon player lost his trousers 
in a tackle. Unfortunately, this occurred in front of a section of the crowd where most of the ladies were 
congregated, and ‘until relieved by one of the onlookers who kindly lent him an overcoat, the player alluded 
to found himself in a position more ludicrous than pleasant’.
The Sportsman, 21/5/1884
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Other matches
Williamstown 4.12 v. Melbourne Imperial 1.2
21/5:Hotham 3.12 v. Bohemians 0.4
May 24
Inter-colonial
Carlton 2. 3 3.14
Norwood 3. 6 3.12
(MCG; Att: 6-12,000)
Best
Carlton: Bloomfield, Hanneysee, Cook, J. Joyce, Smith, Bailey
Norwood: Roachock, Roberts, F. Hamilton, H. Hamilton, Waldron
Goals
Carlton: Hyland, Bloomfield, Hanneysee
Norwood: F. Hamilton 2, H. Hamilton
Senior
Ballarat 0. 3 1. 8
Essendon 1. 7 2. 9
(SP; Att: 2,000)
Best
Ballarat: Robinson, Jackson, R. Bodycombe, Bushby, Manderson, 
  G. Taylor
Essendon: Sebire, Hall, Lawlor, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, Pearson
Goals
Ballarat: Bushby
Essendon: F. Tindale, Pearson
Hotham 2. 3 3. 9
Geelong 4. 9 7.18
(EMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
Hotham: Shaw, Houston, Ley, Buncle, Hems, Tankard, A. Todd
Geelong: McLean, McShane, Kerley, Steedman, Davey, Collins
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Goals
Hotham: Perkins, Tankard, O’Brien
Geelong: Kerley 3, P. McShane 2, Foote, Julien
South Ballarat 5. 6 7.11
Fitzroy 1. 2 1. 7
(WOB; Att: 1,500)
Best
South Ballarat: Murphy, Worrall, Berry, Carroll, Lawson, Small
Fitzroy: Cameron, Williams, Muir, Cock, Lindsay, McIntyre
Goals
South Ballarat: F. Lyon 2, Watson, A. Berry, Carroll, Stanbury, M. McDonnell
Fitzroy: McNichol
Other matches
Kyneton  0.3  v. Melbourne  3.25
Maryborough  3.10  v. South Melbourne 4.10
Williamstown  1.5  v. North Park  1.3 
Thursday May 29
Melbourne 4. 2 4. 8
Norwood 2. 6 3. 8
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Melbourne: McIntyre, Jones, McKenzie, McDonald, Tuckfield, Aitken
Norwood: Roachock, Everett, Roberts, Letchford, Rowe, Waldron
Goals
Melbourne: McAlister 3, Rush
Norwood: Roachock, Letchford, Whitehead
May 31
Inter-colonial
Geelong 2. 4 3. 9
Norwood 0. 0 2. 5
(MCG; Att: 3,000)
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Best
Geelong: Kerley, Steedman, McShane, McLean, Hickinbotham
Norwood: Waldron (bog), Woods, Rowe, Bragge, H. Hamilton, Roachock
Goals
Geelong: Julien, P. McShane, Steedman
Norwood: F. Hamilton, Roachock
Senior
Essendon 3. 6 4. 9
Carlton 1. 5 3.12
(EMCG: Att: 8-11,000)
Best
Essendon: Hughes, Nally, Sebire, Lawler, Robertson, Power, Aitken
Carlton: Bloomfield (bog), Baker, Cook, Donovan, Hanneysee
Goals
Essendon: Power 2, Woods, F. Tindale
Carlton: Baker 2, Bloomfield
Fitzroy 2. 4 4. 9
Melbourne 0. 9 1.20
(FCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Farley, Rapiport, Hurst, Muir, Lindsay, P.G. McShane, Ewing
Melbourne: McIntyre, Jones, Plant, Rush, Ross, Aitken, Brayshay
Goals
Fitzroy: Carew 2, Rapiport, Elliott
Melbourne: Brayshay
Hotham 1. 2 3. 5
South Melbourne 3. 0 3. 2
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: Buncle, Hems, Batt, Todd, Shaw, Tankard, Houston
South Melbourne: Young, Graves, Wells, Coffey, Elms, Graham, Minchin
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Goals
Hotham: Houston 2, W.M. Johnston
South Melbourne: J. Minchin 2, Coffey
Other matches
Williamstown 3.15 v. Osborne (23) 0.2
Ladder at the end of May (All matches)*
 p w d l f a
Essendon 5 5 0 0 24 12
Geelong 4 4 0 0 31 9
Melbourne 5 3 0 2 13 12
Williamstown 5 2 2 1 10 6
South Melbourne 5 2 1 2 13 14
Carlton 4 2 0 2 9 9
Fitzroy 5 2 0 3 10 14
Hotham 4 0 2 2 9 15
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
Ladder at the end of May (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
Essendon 3 3 0 0 14 9
Geelong 2 2 0 0 11 5
Fitzroy 4 2 0 2 9 7
Melbourne 4 2 0 2 10 12
South Melbourne 4 1 1 2 9 11
Carlton 3 1 0 2 7 8
Hotham 4 0 2 2 9 15
Williamstown 2 0 1 1 2 4
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Leading Goal kickers*
P. McShane (Geel.) 5 (12)
A. McIntyre (Melb.) 4 (4)
*Goals in senior games only. Brackets: goals in all matches.
June 7
Essendon 5.12 5.19 
Hotham 0. 0 3. 4 
(EMCG; Att: 1-7,000)
Best
Essendon: Hall, Rout, Lawlor, Hughes, Dunne, Aitken, Angwin
Hotham: Rae, Shaw, Ley, T. Buncle, Barwise, Houston, O’Brien
Goals
Essendon: Angwin, A. Young, Aitken, W. Robertson, Power
Hotham: Houston, O’Brien, T. Buncle
Fitzroy 0. 2 2. 5  
Carlton 1. 9 1.12 
(FCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Cameron, Williams, Coleman, P.G. McShane, Shearwood
Carlton: Hanneysee (bog), Hyland, Baker, Cook, Bloomfield
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Brown
Carlton: Bailey
Geelong 1. 5 2.22
South Melbourne 0. 7 0. 9
(CO: Att: 3-5,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean, Kerley, Hickinbotham, Collins, Reeves, Pike
South Melbourne: Young, Graves, Gates, Minchin, McKnight, Graham
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane, Julien
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Melbourne 1. 3 3.15
Williamstown 0. 4 0. 4
(SMCG)
Best
Melbourne: Ross, McIntyre, Jones, Tuckfield, Tuckfield
Williamstown: Regan, O’Shannessey, Kennedy, Bruen, Laming
Goals
Melbourne: Rush, McDonald, Stiffe
June 14
Carlton 1. 6 3.10
Hotham 2. 3 2. 7
(MCG; Att: 1-2,000)
Best
Carlton: Cook, Bloomfield, Hanneysee, Clydesdale, Waldron
Hotham: W.M. Johnston, Barwise, Tankard, A. Buncle, Shaw, Ley
Goals
Carlton: Kelly, O’Beirne, Bloomfield
Hotham: O’Brien, Perkins
Essendon 3. 4 4. 8
Geelong 3. 9 4.16
(EMCG; Att: 12-20,000)     
Best
Essendon: Aitken (bog), Fleming, Lawlor, Sebire, Stafford, Hughes
Geelong: Kerley (bog), Julien, Collins, Steedman, Hickinbotham
A sad tale
On June 11 Essendon follower John “Jumbo” Carter suffered a self-inflicted pistol shot wound. Carter claimed 
that it was an accident, but was unconscious by the time he was admitted to hospital and died of his wounds 
a week later. The coroner ruled that he committed suicide. Essendon was badly shaken by the death of a 
wonderful and popular player who had also been a Victorian representative.
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Goals
Essendon: W. Hughes, W. Robertson, Power, Angwin
Geelong: Kerley 2, Julien, McLean
South Melbourne 2. 7 5.10
Williamstown 1. 3 2. 4
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Page, Minchin, Coffey, Elms, Graves
Williamstown: Worroll, Bruen, Laming, Litchfield, Regan, Clark
Goals
South Melbourne: Latchford 2, J. Minchin, Kitchen, Harper
Williamstown: MacKrell, Bruen
Other matches
Fitzroy 3.8 v. Royal Park 1.3
Melbourne 4.12 v. East Melbourne 5.5
June 21
Fitzroy 1. 2 2.13
Hotham 3. 6 4. 9
(FCG: Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Elliott, Watsford, Lindsay, Rapiport, Williams
Hotham: Todd, Rae, Tankard, Johnston, Buncle, Ley
Goals
Fitzroy: Heron, O’Loughlin
Hotham: A. Todd 3, Hems
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 2 
Geelong 2. 9 7.15
(MCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken (bog), Plant, McKenzie, Jones, McIntyre, McDonald
Geelong: Kerley (bog), Steedman, McLean, Talbot, Bolton, Collins
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Goals
Melbourne: Rush
Geelong: Steedman 2, Foote, Kerley, McLean, Hickinbotham, Julien
South Melbourne 1. 9 2.13 
Essendon 2. 3 2. 6
(SMCG)
Best
South Melbourne: Young (bog), Minchin, Hill, Graham, Coffey, Page
Essendon: Lawlor, Fleming, Hughes, Dunne, Rout, Power
Goals
South Melbourne: Latchford, Harper
Essendon: Lewis, Power
Other matches
Williamstown 2.10 v. Williamstown Juniors 1.4
June 28
Ballarat 1. 2 2.10
Williamstown 1. 2 2. 3
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Gough, Jackson, Bushby, Graham, Berry, A. Bodycombe
Williamstown: MacKrell, Reed, Laming, O’Shannessey, Cherry, Clark
South Melbourne goal umpires
In the game between South Melbourne and Essendon, central umpire Jack Trait did a fine job, but the same 
could not said of one of the goal umpires. He disallowed an Essendon goal for no good reason, and when 
the visiting captain ‘was anxious to get an official statement from the umpire as to his reasons for refusing 
the goal … he had disappeared after the close of the game’. 
The Argus, 23/6/1884
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Goals
Ballarat: Jackson, Horwood
Williamstown: G. Hall, Clark
Essendon 1.10 2.16 
Fitzroy 0. 3 1. 7
(EMCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
Essendon: Lawlor, Pearson, Fleming, W. Hughes, Dunne, Aitken
Fitzroy: Muir, Lindsay, Williams, Muir, Carew, P.G. McShane, Elliott 
Goals
Essendon: T. Rout, Rogers
Fitzroy: Cooper
Geelong 1. 4 3.10
Hotham 0. 5 1. 7
(CO; Att: 2-2,500)
Best
Geelong: McLean, Matson, Julien, Collins, Talbot
Hotham: Rae, Buncle, Tankard, Hems, Johnston
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 2, Matson
Hotham: Houston
Melbourne 1. 6 1.11 
South Melbourne 1. 4 3. 9
(MCG; Att: 4,000)
Best
Melbourne: McIntyre, Propsting, Jones, Morrison, Pohlman, Aitken
South Melbourne: Young (bog), Elms, Coffey, Minchin, Latchford, Solomon
Goals
Melbourne: Doran
South Melbourne: J. Minchin, Harper, Coffey
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Ladder at the end of June (All matches)*
 p w d l f a
Essendon 9 7 2 0 37 22
Geelong 8 7 1 0 49 15
South Melbourne 9 4 2 3 23 21
Fitzroy 9 4 0 5 18 22
Melbourne 9 4 0 5 22 27
Williamstown 9 3 3 3 16 17
Carlton 6 3 0 3 13 13
Hotham 8 1 2 5 19 28
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
Ladder at the end of June (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
Geelong 6 5 1 0 29 11
Essendon 7 5 2 0 27 19
South Melbourne 8 3 2 3 19 18
Fitzroy 7 3 0 4 14 14
Melbourne 7 3 0 4 15 22
Carlton 5 2 0 3 11 12
Hotham 8 1 2 5 19 28
Williamstown 4 0 1 3 4 12
Ladies and haircuts
The local derby between Williamstown and Williamstown Juniors was a popular affair. There were numerous 
items of interest on the day, including: 
It was remarked that the greater number of the lady spectators displayed the colours of the opposing 
teams-one charming partisan showing the yellow and black at either side of her ‘improver’. The 
Juniors had their hair cropped - possibly to prevent their adversaries getting a grip on them-prior 
to the struggle, and looked extremely fierce in consequence.
Williamstown Chronicle, 28/6/1884
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Leading Goal kickers*
P. McShane (Geel.) 8 (15)
J. Kerley (Geel.) 6 (7)
R. Houston (Hoth.) 5 (5)
J. Julien (Geel.) 5 (10)
H. Power (Ess.)  5 (5)
*Goals in senior games only. Brackets: goals in all matches.
July 5
Carlton 0. 3 1. 7
Geelong 6. 2 9.13
(MCG; Att: 10-13,000)
Best
Carlton: Hanneysee, Bloomfield, Melville, Baker, Joyce, Cook
Geelong: Kerley (bog), Collins, Cahill, McLean, Julien, Steedman, Talbot
Goals
Carlton: Slattery
Geelong: Julien 2, P. McShane 2, Bannister 2, R. Thomson, Kerley,
  H. Steedman
Fitzroy 2. 8 2.13  
Melbourne 1. 4 1.11
(FCG; Att: 2,000)
Gaining advantage in a marking contest
While touring Adelaide it was noted that in many instances Carlton’s players ‘did not try to mark fairly, but 
would wait until their opponent had jumped for the ball, and then, jostling him while in the air, would mark 
without difficulty’. 
The South Australian Advertiser, 5/7/1884
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Best
Fitzroy: Lindsay, Rapiport, Cameron, Ewing, Williams, P.G. McShane
Melbourne: Aitken, McIntyre, Cussen, Plant, Pohlman, Propsting
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Welsford
Melbourne: McIntyre
South Melbourne 3. 9 5.11*
Hotham 2. 1 4. 5*
(SMCG; Att: 3-6,000)
*Hotham protested to the VFA that South Melbourne fielded two unregistered players in this match. The VFA upheld the protest and 
awarded the game to Hotham.
Best
South Melbourne: Latchford, Young, Page, Minchin, Harper, Graham
Hotham: Tankard, Shaw, Todd, W.M. Johnston, Perkins, Morris
Goals
South Melbourne: Latchford 3, Page, Harper
Hotham: W.M. Johnston, Tankard, H. Todd, A. Todd
Other matches
Williamstown 3.7 v. North Park 1.3
July 12
Essendon 0. 8 1.16 
Hotham 4. 4 7.13  
(EMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Essendon: Aitken, Woods, W. Young, Pitcher, Lawlor, Hughes, 
Hotham: Morris, A. Todd, Tankard, Shaw, Rae, A. Buncle, Ley
Goals
Essendon: Rogers
Hotham: A. Todd 3, O’Brien, Perkins, Neely, Shaw
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Fitzroy 1. 6 1.10
South Melbourne 0. 8 0.15
(FCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Williams, Cock, Muir, P.G. McShane, Ewing, Lindsay
South Melbourne: Bushell, Elms, Young, McKnight, Coffey, Graves
Goal
Fitzroy: Carew
Melbourne 1. 6 1.17
Carlton 0. 7 0.13
(MCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
Melbourne: Propsting, Cussen, McIntyre, Plant, Harry, Aitken
Carlton: Randall, Baker, Hanneysee, Smith, O’Beirne, Kelly
Goal
Melbourne: Doran
Other matches
Williamstown  4.9  v. Normanby 0.1
July 19
Essendon 1. 1 2. 8
Melbourne 2. 8 3.13
(EMCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Best
Essendon: Stafford, D. Aitken, Sebire, T. Rout, Pitcher, Hughes
Melbourne: Propsting, Jones, Plant, L. Cussen, G. Aitken, Spooner
Goals
Essendon: Rogers, A. Young
Melbourne: McAlister, Propsting, Franks
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Fitzroy 1. 2 2. 9
South Ballarat 0. 8 1.11
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: P.G. McShane, Rapiport, Muir, Williams, Kerrigan, Cooper
South Ballarat: Small, J. Lyons, Berry, Murphy, Lawson, Scott
Goals
Fitzroy: Cooper, Carew
South Ballarat: J. Lyons
Williamstown 2. 4.11
Carlton 2. 2.12
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Ulbrick, Jones, Clark, Kennedy, Smith, O’Shannessey
Carlton: Murphy, Baker, O’Beirne, Cook, Rickards
Goals
Williamstown: Reed 2, James, MacKrell
Carlton: Baker 2
Other matches
Sandhurst  0.0  v. Hotham 7.14
South Melbourne  0.20  v. Star of Carlton 1.4
An upturned carriage
Hotham’s pleasant trip to Sandhurst (Bendigo) in July was marred when some of the team were thrown from 
a carriage and player Jim Adams suffered a broken ankle.
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July 26
Essendon 7. 6 9.10 
Ballarat 0. 0 1. 2
(EMCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Essendon: Lawlor, Aitken, Hall
Ballarat: Ward, Jackson, Bushby, Graham, Anderson
Goals
Essendon: Hall 3, Lewis 2, Aitken, F. Tindale, Pearson, Caldwell
Ballarat: Bryant
Geelong 3.11 6.15
Williamstown 0. 4 3. 8
(CO; Att: 2,500)
Best
Geelong: Steedman, Hall, Kerley, Julien, Collins
Williamstown: Ulbrick, Smith, Kennedy, Worroll, Matthews, Regan
The secret to Geelong’s success
The great Geelong teams of 1878-1888 piqued the curiosity of the metropolitan press, which tried to discover 
the ‘secret’ behind their success. In 1884 captain Harry Steedman was interviewed to find the answer. 
Steedman stated that it was not superior fitness, as the team did not train regularly together (because of their 
occupations) and only occasionally attended the club’s gymnasium. However, he explained: 
the cause of his club’s success was the fact that he always impressed upon his men the fact that 
their opponents were sure to defeat them, ‘and then they rally round, and, as we have seen, come 
out victorious’, said he. ‘At half-time we never indulge in intoxicants, for I provide myself with 
some cold tea, and refresh the men with that. I do not allow them to smoke either, and as it is 
strictly forbidden, the rules are not broken … ‘off duty’ [the players] are all very abstemious. Sea-
bathing is regularly indulged in, even in the winter time, by all the team, and there is no doubt but 
that it has an invigorating effect on the bathers’.
The Sportsman, 30/7/1884
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Goals
Geelong: P. McShane 2, Talbot, Robinson, Julien, Steedman
Williamstown: Jones, Morgan, Fitzpatrick
Hotham 2. 5 2. 5
Melbourne 0. 0 1. 8
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: Rae, Tankard, Buncle, A. Todd, Johnstone, Neely, Shaw
Melbourne: Plant, Jones, Franks, Doran, Aitken, L. Cussen, Pohlman
Goals
Hotham: A. Todd, Tankard
Melbourne: McAlister
South Melbourne 1. 5 2. 9
Carlton 1. 3 4. 8
(SMCG; Att: 7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Coffey, Young, Page, Graham, Grave, Elms, Minchin
Carlton: Bloomfield (bog), Baker, Smith, Aitken, Kelly, Cook, Joyce 
Goals
South Melbourne: Mitchell, McKnight
Carlton: O’Beirne, Jas. Rickards, Jno. Rickards, Bloomfield
“Slinging”
The old practice of slinging was revived during the Hotham v. Melbourne match and was noted by a 
journalist: ‘A bad habit was freely indulged in of catching hold of an opponent by the shoulder or collar of 
the jersey, and swinging him around when not near the ball’.
The Sportsman, 29/7/1884
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Other matches
Fitzroy  0.14  v. South Yarra 2.6
Ladder at the end of July (All matches)*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 10 9 1 0 64 19
Essendon 12 8 2 2 49 33
Melbourne 14 7 0 7 35 33
Fitzroy 13 7 0 6 23 26
Williamstown 13 6 3 4 30 26
Hotham 11 4 2 5 32 35
South Melbourne 13 4 2 7 30 31
Carlton 10 4 0 6 20 29
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
Ladder at the end of July (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
Geelong 8 7 1 0 44 15
Essendon 9 5 2 2 30 29
Fitzroy 9 5 0 4 17 15
Hotham 11 4 2 5 32 35
Melbourne 11 5 0 6 21 28
South Melbourne 11 3 2 6 26 27
Carlton 9 3 0 6 18 28
Williamstown 6 1 1 4 11 20
South Melbourne’s animosity towards umpire Trait
South Melbourne and its supporters had a “hate-hate” relationship with umpire Jack Trait. In this match 
against Carlton the crowd was extremely dissatisfied with his adjudication, and at the end of the game, he 
‘was rushed by a large assemblage of young men, who hooted and yelled in the most approved Maori war 
dance fashion’ (The Sportsman, 29/7/1884). After this event, another journalist advised South Melbourne to 
purge itself ‘of the howling blackguards that infest their playground and reserves’ (Australasian, 2/8/1884). 
This was one of the more notable cases of crowd misconduct during the 1880s.
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Leading Goal kickers*
P. McShane (Geel.) 12 (31)
J. Julien (Geel.) 8 (13)
A. Todd (Hoth.) 8 (8)
J. Kerley (Geel.) 7 (11)
H. Latchford (SM)  6 (6)
*Goals in senior games only. Brackets: goals in all matches.
August 2
Essendon 3.11 3.16
Carlton 1. 5 1.19 
(EMCG; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
Essendon: Aitken, Sebire, Lawlor, Rout, Power, Pitcher, Rogers 
Carlton: Baker, Bloomfield, Drew, Smith, Randall, Kelly, Whelan 
Goals
Essendon: Hall 2, Angwin
Carlton: Nairn
Fitzroy 1. 6 5.12 
Williamstown 0. 0 0. 0
(FCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Fitzroy: Cameron, Cock, Williams, Worrall, Ewing
Williamstown: Berry, Regan, Kennedy, Laming, Ulbrick
Goals
Fitzroy: Shearwood, Heron, Carew, Worrall, Nathan
South Ballarat 1. 4 6. 9
Geelong 2.13 5.17
(WOB; Att: 4-7,000)
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Best
South Ballarat: Murphy (bog), Dean, Vaughan, Carroll, J. Lyons, Berry
Geelong: Kerley, Matson, Steedman, Talbot, Collins, Hickinbotham
Goals
South Ballarat: M. McDonnell 3, F. Lyons 2, J. Lyons 
Geelong: H. Steedman 2, Bannister, Matson, Collins
South Melbourne 4. 5 4. 8
Melbourne 1. 4 2.11 
(SMCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young (bog), Brown, Minchin, McKnight, Harper, Coffey
Melbourne: Propsting, Franks, Jones, L. Cussen, McAlister, Plant
Goals
South Melbourne: Harper 3, J. Minchin
Melbourne: Stubbs, Franks
Other matches
Hotham 5.9 v. Royal Park 1.4
August 9
Essendon 3. 4 9.13
Melbourne 2.11 2.14
(EMCG; Att: 1,500-3,000)
Best
Essendon: D. Aitken (bog), Lawlor, Osborne, Sebire, Rout, Power
Melbourne: G. Aitken, Jones, Rush, Plant, Propsting, Franks, Cussen
Goals
Essendon: Caldwell 4, Aitken 2, Hall, Pearson, J. Osborne
Melbourne: Plant, Franks
Fitzroy 0. 6 0.10
Geelong 2. 8 5.14
(FCG; Att: 5-7,000)
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Best
Fitzroy: Williams, Worrall, Muir, Rapiport, Ewing
Geelong: Kerley, McShane, Julien, Collins, Hickinbotham
Goals
Geelong: P. McShane, Bannister, Julien, Field, Kerley
Hotham 2. 0 4. 4
Carlton 2.10 3.10
(HRR; Att: 1-4,000)
Best
Hotham: Ley, Tankard, Hems, Todd, Shaw, Morris, Rae, A. Buncle
Carlton: Baker, Clydesdale, Cook, Randall, Bloomfield, Smith 
Goals
Hotham: H. Todd 2, T. Buncle, Tankard
Carlton: Aitken, Smith, Jos. Rickards
Williamstown 1. 3 1. 3
South Melbourne 0. 0 1. 2
(GR; Att: 500)
Best
Williamstown: Kennedy, Ulbrick, Laming, Matthews, Regan, Warren
Goals
Williamstown: Ulbrick
South Melbourne: J. Minchin
August 16
Carlton 2. 2 2. 5 
Fitzroy 2. 7 2. 7
(PO; Att: 5,000)   
Best
Carlton: Heatley, Bloomfield, Baker, Drew, Cook, Clydesdale
Fitzroy: Muir, Worrall, Shearwood, P.G. McShane, Williams, Rapiport
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Goals
Carlton: Cook, O’Beirne
Fitzroy: Heron, Nathan
Hotham 0. 9 1.16
Williamstown 1. 2 1. 5
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: Ley, Tankard, Neely, A. Todd, H. Todd, A. Buncle, Rae
Williamstown: Matthews, MacKrell, Laming, Warren, Ulbrick, Regan
Goals
Hotham: Buncle
Williamstown: Kennedy
South Melbourne 1. 7 2. 9 
Essendon 1. 1 1. 4
(SMCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Doherty, Harper, McKnight, Kitchen, Minchin
Essendon: Sebire, Aitken, Lawlor, Stafford, Martin, Power, Pitcher
Goals
South Melbourne: Kitchen 2
Essendon: Lewis
Other matches
Geelong 4.16 v. South Yarra 0.11
August 23
Geelong 1. 4 5.11
Carlton 2. 6 2. 9
(CO; Att: 3,500-4,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean, Kerley, Collins, Reeves, Cahill, Hickinbotham
Carlton: Baker, Cook, Bloomfield, Nairn, Heatley, Drew, Murphy
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Goals
Geelong: Julien, Collins, Kerley, Robinson, McLean
Carlton: Bloomfield, Baker
Hotham 0. 2 1. 7
Fitzroy 2. 4 2. 9
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: Ley, Shaw, Morris, Houston, Rae, Tankard
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, Lindsay, Cameron, Shearwood, Rapiport
Goals
Hotham: Tankard
Fitzroy: Heron, Worrall
South Melbourne 4. 3 5.10
South Ballarat 1. 0 2. 2
(SMCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: McKnight (bog), Graves, Young, Docherty, J. Minchin, Brown
South Ballarat: Small, J. Lyons, Murphy, Carroll, Lawson, Vaughan
Goals
South Melbourne: Friend 2, Kitchen 2, Harper
South Ballarat: M. McDonnell, F. Lyons
Williamstown 0. 0 2. 2
Essendon 5. 7 6. 9
(GR; Att: 1-2,000)
Best
Williamstown: Laming, Kennedy, Ulbrick, O’Shannessey, Berry, Tubb
Essendon: Stafford, Osborne, Caldwell, Aitken, Lawlor, Lewis
Goals
Williamstown: Warren, Reed
Essendon: Caldwell 4, Lewis, Angwin
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Other matches
28/8: Williamstown 0.3 v. South Melbourne Trades 3.10
August 30
Carlton 4.15 4.18
Melbourne 0. 0 3.12
(EMCG; Att: 300-1,500)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Bloomfield, Joyce, Whelan, Rickards, Murphy
Melbourne: Aitken, Propsting, Franks, MacGregor, Plant, Jones
Goals
Carlton: Nairn 2, Aitken, Whelan
Melbourne: Propsting, McAlister, MacGregor
Fitzroy 0. 5 0. 5
Essendon 0. 0 2. 5
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Taylor, Rapiport, Cooper, Heron, McIntyre
Essendon: Caldwell, F. Tindale, Young, Martin, Power
Goals
Essendon: F. Tindale, Caldwell
South Melbourne 0. 0 1. 3
Geelong 2. 9 3.13
(SMCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, McKnight, Graves, Harper, Minchin, Wood, Elms
Geelong: Kerley (bog), McLean, Collins, Hickinbotham, Reid
Goals
South Melbourne: Friend
Geelong: W. Reid 2, Julien
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Other matches
Hotham  4.16  v. Bendigo   0.1
Williamstown  1.12  v. Union Jack  1.4
Ladder at the end of August (All matches)*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 15 13 1 1 86 28
Essendon 17 12 2 3 71 40
Fitzroy 18 9 1 8 32 36
Hotham 16 7 3 6 47 42
Williamstown 18 6 6 6 35 40
South Melbourne 18 7 3 8 43 40
Melbourne 17 7 0 10 42 50
Carlton 15 5 1 9 32 46
*Excludes inter-colonial contests
Ladder at the end of August (Senior matches)
 p w d l f a
Geelong 11 10 1 0 57 18
Essendon 14 9 2 3 52 36
Fitzroy 14 7 1 6 26 25
Hotham 14 5 3 6 38 41
South Melbourne 15 5 3 7 34 34
Melbourne 14 5 0 9 28 45
Carlton 14 4 1 9 30 45
Williamstown 10 1 3 6 15 33
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   546 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
547
1884 Statistics
Leading Goal kickers*
P. McShane (Geel.) 13 (32)
J. Julien (Geel.) 11 (17)
H. Caldwell (Ess.)  9 (10)
J. Kerley (Geel.) 9 (15)
A. Todd (Hoth.) 8 (10)
*Goals in senior games only. Brackets: goals in all matches.
September 6
Geelong 2. 4 6.10
Melbourne 3. 5 4. 7 
(CO; Att: 1,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley (bog), Furnell, Steedman, Cahill, Collins, Foote
Melbourne: Propsting, Coulson, Moss, Ross, B. Tuckfield, Aitken
Goals
Geelong: Julien 2, Collins, Bannister, Robinson, Kerley
Melbourne: MacGregor, Stubbs, Moss, Plant
Hotham 1. 1 3. 5
Essendon 4. 7 5. 8
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: W.M. Johnston, Tankard, Shaw, Hems, Morris, Buncle 
Essendon: Stafford, Aitken, Rout, Hall, Fleming, Lawlor, Caldwell
Goals
Hotham: H. Todd 2, Tankard
Essendon: Caldwell 3, Hall, Angwin
South Melbourne 4. 7 5.10
Carlton 0. 6 5.12
(SMCG; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Kitchen, Solomon, McKnight, J. Minchin, Elms
Carlton: Kelly, Whelan, Murphy, Drew, Baker, Bloomfield
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Goals
South Melbourne: Latchford 2, Kitchen 2, Friend
Carlton: E. Murphy 2, Baker, Bloomfield, Joyce
Williamstown 0. 3 2.10
Ballarat 0. 3 0. 3
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Laming, Berry, Worroll, Matthews, MacKrell
Ballarat: Reynolds, Richardson, Christy, Jackson, Blyth, Bryant
Goals
Williamstown: Warren, Clark
Other matches
Sandhurst Association 2.4  v. Fitzroy  1.10*
*Declared a draw after the match ball was lost.
September 13
Carlton 1. 2 3.11
Williamstown 1. 5 1. 6
(PO)
Best
Carlton: Whelan, Drew, Baker, Bloomfield, Lewis, Rickards
Williamstown: Laming, Jones, O’Shannessey, Matthews, Kennedy
Goals
Carlton: Aitken 2, Baker
Williamstown: Jones
Hotham 1.13 1.14
Fitzroy 0. 0 0. 9
(HRR; Att: 3,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Ley, T. Buncle, Alessio, Rushford
Fitzroy: Cock, Muir, Worrall, Cooper, Elliott
Goals
Hotham: Tankard
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Geelong 3. 7 4.14
Essendon 1. 1 1. 9
(CO; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley, Steedman, Collins, Cahill, McLean, Reid, Pike
Essendon: Powell (bog), Hall, Sebire, F. Tindale, Rout, Osborne, Stafford
Goals
Geelong: W. Reid 2, P. McShane, Steedman
Essendon: Hall
Melbourne 0. 6 0.10
South Melbourne 0. 4 0. 8
(FCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Melbourne: Moss, Propsting, Plant, Ross, Jones, Cussen, Aitken
South Melbourne: Harper, Wood, Docherty, McKnight, Young, Coffey
September 20
Ballarat 0. 2 1. 9
Geelong 3. 2 5. 5
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: A. Bodycombe, Jamieson, Christy, Richardson, Foley, 
  Manderson
Geelong: Kerley, Steedman, McLean, Collins
Goals
Ballarat: Manderson
Geelong: Kerley 2, McLean 2, Hickinbotham
Carlton 1. 2 1. 3 
Essendon 0. 1 0. 4 
(PO; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Carlton: Whelan, Hyland, Johnston, Melville, Bloomfield, Drew, 
Essendon: Knowles (bog), Aitken, Stafford, Fleming, Lawlor, Rout
Goal
Carlton: Aitken
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Hotham 0. 2 2. 4
South Melbourne  0. 6 0. 7
(HRR; Att: 2,000)
Best
Hotham: W. Johnston, Tankard, Rushford, Hems, Morris
South Melbourne: Solomon, Elms, Coffey, Robertson
Goals
Hotham: Houston, H. Todd
Williamstown 0. 9 1.10
Melbourne 0. 1 3. 9
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Clark, Warren, Laming, Kennedy, Smith
Melbourne: Franks, Harry, Moss, Champion, Jones
Goals
Williamstown: Godwin
Melbourne: Stubbs, MacGregor, Spooner
September 27
Hotham 2. 9 2.11
Melbourne 0. 0 0. 4
(HRR; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, W. Johnston, Rushford, Alessio, Buncle, Perkins
Melbourne: Coulson, Franks, Tuckfield, Aitken, Taylor, Moss, Morris
Goals
Hotham: T. Buncle, Greenwood
South Melbourne 0. 1 3. 7
Fitzroy 1.14 1.15
(APG; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Hill, Elms, J. Minchin, Munro, Docherty
Fitzroy: Lindsay, Worrall, Williams, Muir, Robertson
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Goals
South Melbourne: Munro, Young, North
Fitzroy: Heron
Williamstown 3.11 3.11
Geelong 0. 0 2.10
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Kennedy, Clark, Regan, O’Shannessey, Fitzpatrick, Laming
Geelong: Kerley, Hickinbotham, Talbot, Thomson, Armstrong
Goals
Williamstown: Orr, Jones, Kennedy
Geelong: Steedman, McLean
1884 — Season Review
CLUBS’ RECORD IN ALL MATCHES
 p w d l f a
Geelong 25 22 1 2 141 51a
Essendon 24 16 2 6 99 59
Hotham 22 12 3 7 64 47
South Melbourne 23 9 5 9 54 48
Fitzroy 22 9 3 10 34 42
Carlton 24 11 4 9 64 65
Melbourne 26 10 3 13 62 74b
Williamstown 23 9 6 8 45 48c
a Geelong’s loss to Geelong Juniors (26/4) not counted in this tabulation.
b The Australasian included Melbourne’s 2-0 win over Public Schools on April 26.
c The Australasian did not include Williamstown v. Williamstown Juniors 2-1 (21/6), nor Williamstown v. Union Jack 1-1 (30/8). It also 
credited 2 games v. North Park as f 4 a 2 when it should be f 4 a 1. This newspaper claimed the club’s record in 1884 was p 21 w 8 d 5 l 8 
f 41 a 46.
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SENIOR RECORD*
 p w d l f a
Geelong 14 12 1 1  67 26 
Essendon 17 10 2 5  57 44
Hotham 18 8 3 7  46 46
South Melbourne 19 6 5 8  42 42
Fitzroy 16 7 1 8  27 29
Carlton 17 6 2 9  39 51
Melbourne 18 6 1 11  35 52
Williamstown 13 2 3 8  20 39
*There were no ‘official’ ladders in the VFA before 1888. There was general agreement about the top three teams, but positions of other 
teams relative to performance varied between newspaper accounts. This ladder includes results of contests between senior metropolitan 
clubs. The Argus and the ABC Football Guide excluded results against Ballarat clubs in 1883 and 1884.
CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
The best: J. Kerley (Geel.) 
Other top players:  J. Young (SM), J. Baker (Carl.), D. Aitken (Ess.)
Best Backs: H. Elms (SM), D. Sebire & J. Stafford (Ess.), R. Houston (Hoth.), G. Smith (Carl.), 
T. Cahill & W. Foote (Geel.); L. Cussen & G. Aitken (Melb.), J. Cameron & A. Shearwood (Fitz.)
Best Followers: S. Bloomfield & M. Whelan (Carl.), H. Steedman (Geel.), J. Tankard & J. Morris (Hoth.), 
J. Lawlor & T. Rout (Ess.), Solomon & F. Grave (SM), A. Collins & R. Talbot (Geel.), 
E. Lindsay & D. Robertson (Fitz.), W.H. Jones & F. Plant (Melb.)
Best Forwards: A. Todd & H. Todd (Hoth.), P. McShane & J. Julien (Geel.), J. Hall & H. Caldwell (Ess.), 
A. Harper (SM), E. Carew & G. Heron (Fitz.), W. McAlister (Melb.)
Best centres/rovers: H. McLean (Geel. the best), E. Powell & W. Hughes (Ess.), J. Joyce (Carl.), F. Franks (Melb.), 
A. Ley & A. Neely (Hoth.), J. Muir (Fitz.)
Best wings: H. Drew (Carl.), C. Pearson (Ess.), J. Page (SM), J. Rae (Hoth.), Tuckfield (Melb.), 
D. Hickinbotham (Geel.)
*According to the Australasian.
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1884 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
P. McShane (Geel.) 14 (33)
J. Julien (Geel.) 13 (19)
H. Caldwell (Ess.)  12 (13)
J. Kerley (Geel.) 10 (18)
H. Latchford (SM)  8 (8)
A. Todd (Hoth.) 8 (10)
J. Baker (Carl.)  7 (9)
A. Harper (SM)  7 (8)
J. Tankard (Hoth.) 7 (9)
*Senior matches. Goals in brackets for all matches.
**Players with high totals in all matches: H. McLean (Geel.) 15, J. Hall (Ess.) 13, W. McAlister (Melb.) 12, H. Steedman (Geel.) 12.
1884 LEADING JUNIORS RECORD*
 p w d l f a
Star of Carlton 20 14 5 1 51 11
Port Melbourne 19 13 4 2 46 10
Williamstown Jun. 17 14 1 2 34 19
Britannia 16 10 5 1        
Brunswick 16 9 5 2 29 13
South Yarra 16 9 3 4 40 22
North Park 17 10 2 5 17 14
South Melb. Jun. 18 9 3 6 24 30
St. Kilda Royal 17 10 3 4 41 29
Avenue 16 9 2 5 31 18
Evansdale 17 5 4 8 29 52
*According to The Sportsman.
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Ballarat District*
 p w d l f a
Ballarat Imperial 8 6 0 2 27 15
South Ballarat 13 8 0 5 43 33
Ballarat 14 0 1 13 9 59
*Senior and Ballarat matches only.
**Ballarat Imperial claimed to be Western District premier in 1884. This was disputed by South Ballarat.
Other Provincial Clubs: 
Sandhurst, Maryborough, Creswick, Clunes, Castlemaine, Kyneton, St James, Benalla, Nagambie, Murchison, 
Shepparton, Colac, Camperdown, Sale, Traralgon
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Inter-colonial results
Carlton: Adelaide Tour
21/6: South Adelaide 2.9  v. Carlton 5.13
26/6: Adelaide Juniors (23) 3.4  v. Carlton 3.9
28/6: Norwood 3.11   v. Carlton 4.11
30/6: Port Adelaide 2.16  v. Carlton 4.8
Goal kickers: 
S. Bloomfield 3, W. Hanneysee 3, J. Baker 2, J.G. Cook 1, E. Fitzgerald 1, F. Johnston 1, J. Joyce 1, J. Plummer 1, 
Jas. Rickards 1, M. Slattery 1, M. Whelan 1
Essendon: Tasmanian Tour
2/7: South Tasmania 6.12  v. Essendon 5.18
5/7: South Tasmania 3.11  v. Essendon 5.13
9/7: South Tasmania 2.4  v. Essendon 8.26
Goal kickers: 
J. Hall 4, C. Pearson 2, W. Robertson 2, F. Tindale 2, A. Young 2, D. Aitken 1, W. Fleming 1, H. Griffiths 1, 
P. Lewis 1, F. Robertson 1, T. Rout 1
Geelong: Adelaide Tour
10/7: South Park 2.6   v. Geelong 7.12
12/7: Port Adelaide 1.4  v. Geelong 7.17
15/7: Combined Juniors (23) 2.5  v. Geelong 8.14
17/7: South Adelaide 1.5  v. Geelong 5.17
19/7: Norwood 6.7   v. Geelong 10.15
Goal kickers: 
P. McShane 12, R. Robinson 6, H. McLean 4, J. Bannister 3, J. Kerley 3, B.W. Hall 2, J. Weber 2, T. Cahill 1, 
J. Field 1, H. Matson 1, H. Steedman 1, R. Talbot 1
Melbourne: Adelaide Tour
16/8: Port Adelaide 3.15  v. Melbourne 3.8
18/8: South Australian Juniors (23) 2.6 v. Melbourne 2.13
20/8: South Adelaide 4.7  v. Melbourne 3.8
23/8: Norwood 3.6   v. Melbourne 5.7 
Goal kickers: 
J. Doran 5, P. Lacey 4, W.J. Carroll 2, W. McAlister 1, Strachan 1
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1885
TEAMS
Carlton
Captain: J. Baker
Vice Captain: F. Johnston
Team: R. Aitken, J. Baker, S. Bloomfield, G. Bragge, Breen, Burke, Jas. Cameron, Jno. Cameron, 
T. Cameron, C. Carter, J.G. Cook, Coventry, W.I. Crapp, J. Creevy, Dawson, C. Donovan, 
H. Drew, Duffy, J. Dunn, Freeman, Hyland, Jackson, F. Johnston, J. Joyce, A. Knowles, 
M. Lemon, T. Leydin, A. Mair, W. Mair, T. McInerney, McNamara, J. Melville, Merriman, Michie, 
R. Morgan, H. O’Beirne, W. Read, Regan, Jos. Rickards, A. Robertson, F. Spear, W. Strickland, 
Ulmer, W. Watling, M. Whelan, A. Wilson, J. Woods
Goal kickers:
 J. Baker [20], Breen [13], A. Wilson [10], T. Cameron [4], G. Bragge [2], T. Leydin [2], Mair [2], 
M. Whelan [2], J. Woods [2], C. Carter [1], F. Johnston [1], J. Joyce [1], Merriman [1], 
D. O’Beirne [1], W. Read [1], Jos. Rickards [1], W. Strickland [1]
New: G. Bragge (Norw/Carl, Aug.), Breen (Sunbury), Jas. Cameron (Sth. Ball/Fitz/Carl.), 
T. Cameron (Fitz/Carl/SM), W.I. Crapp (SoC), J. Creevy (SoC), A. Knowles (Ess.), 
T. Leydin (Ave.), T. McInerney (SoC), W. Mair (SoC or EU), Merriman (SM), 
W. Read (Toorak), W. Strickland (Brunsw.), Ulmer (MP), W. Watling (Sth Adel, 
back to, late May), A. Wilson (SoC)
Departures: S. Bloomfield (NSW, back by July), P. Gleeson (Univ.), W. Hanneysee (SM), 
J.P. Kelly (Univ.), M. Slattery (SA), G. Smith (Rich.), H. Wilson (Ess.)
Essendon
Captain: E. Powell
Vice Captain: D. Aitken
Team: D. Aitken, S. Butt, Byers, Champion, J. Cleary, Dean, Dick, J. Drape, H. Dunne, W. Fleming, 
E. Francis, H. Griffiths, Harris, J. Julien, Lang, J. Lawlor, J. Martin, P. McShane, W. Meader, 
C.A. Moline, Moloney, T. Moore, Moss, T. Nally, R.B. Nicholson, R.G. Nicholson, Noble, 
C. Pearson, J. Pike, F. Pitcher, E. Powell, W. Robertson, M. Rout, T. Rout, C.D. Sebire, J. Smith, 
J. Stafford, F. Tindale, H. Tindale, Way, H. Wilson
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Goal kickers:
 P. McShane [17], D. Aitken [11], W. Meader [9], C. Pearson [8], M. Rout [8], H. Wilson [7], 
C. Moline [6], J. Julien [5], S. Butt [4], J. Martin [3], T. Rout [3], T. Nally [2], Harris [1], Moloney [1], 
J. Pike [1], F. Pitcher [1], J. Smith [1], H. Tindale [1]
New: S. Butt (Hoth.), J. Cleary (Tas.), J. Drape (NP), L. Francis (1883), Harris (Tas.), 
J. Julien (Geel.), P. McShane (Geel.), W. Meader (SY), C. Moline (Toorak), 
T. Moore (St. J), J. Pike (Geel.), J. Smith (MP), H. Wilson (Carl.) 
Departures: S. Angwin (Univ.), H. Caldwell (Kingston), E. Griffith (Melb.), 
J.H. Hall (Sth. Adel, SA), W. Hughes (England), A. Knowles (Carl.), 
H. Power (Univ.), W. Rogers (Univ.)
Fitzroy
Captain: P.G. McShane/J. Worrall
Vice Captain: J. Worrall/J. Maher
Team: J. Beggs, Bourke, R. Burgess, T. Burke, E. Carew, J. Carroll, Christy, C. Cock, D. Coleman, 
Cooper, J. Elliott, R. Ewing, J. Fitzpatrick, Fothergill, W. Harry, G. Heron, T. Irwin, J. Jamieson, 
Kelly, J. Kerrigan, E. Lindsay, J. Maher, McCrindle, P.G. McShane, E. Melling, J. Muir, W. Muir, 
B. Nathan, J. O’Leary, Powell, H. Rapiport, D. Robertson, S. Rowe, A. Shearwood, H. Tacke, 
Taylor, Thoneman, E. Tobin, G. Watsford, W. Welsford, J. (‘Rolls’) Williams, J. Worrall
Goal kickers:
 H. Rapiport [14], J. Worrall [11], E. Carew [8], E. Lindsay [4], B. Nathan [4], J. Carroll [3], 
D. Coleman [3], J. Muir [3], T. Burke [1], Cooper [1], J. Elliott [1], Fothergill [1], J. Kerrigan [1], 
E. Melling [1], J. O’Leary [1]
New: R. Burgess (Britannia), J. Carroll (Sth. Ball.), W. Harry (Melb, during season), 
J. Jamieson (Ball.), Kelly (Kyneton), J. Maher (Britannia), E. Melling (Britannia), 
S. Rowe (Tas.), H. Tacke (Umpiring/SM/Northc/CC)
Departures: Jas. Cameron (Carl.), G. Hall (Will.), E. Shaw (Univ.), J. Williams (Tas, back during 
season)
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Geelong
Captain: H. McLean
Vice Captain: J. Kerley
Team: F. Bailey, J. Bailey, J. Bannister, A. Boyd, C. Brownlow, T. Cahill, A. Collins, T. Comber, Cook, 
G. Davey, F.M. Douglass, J. Field, W. Foote, F. Furnell, J. Galbraith, W. Goddard, G. Hall, 
D. Hickinbotham, H. Hickinbotham, C. Kearney, D. Kearney, J. Kearney, J. Kerley, M. Kerley, 
S. Mann, Mathieson, C. Matthews, H. Matson, D. McCoy, H. McLean, T. McShane, A. Morrison, 
A. Reid, W. Reid, C. Robertson, R. Robinson, W. Rock, M. Ross, P. Ryan, W. Scott, Stoneman, 
R. Talbot, H. Tyson, J. Weber, H. Wilmott
Goal kickers:
 H. McLean [20], W. Reid [16], J. Bailey [8], J. Kerley [7], A. Boyd [5], D. McCoy [4], R. Talbot [3], 
J. Galbraith [2], T. McShane [2], Mann [2], A. Reid [2], C. Brownlow [1], A. Collins [1], 
D. Hickinbotham [1], C. Matthews [1], R. Robinson [1], W. Rock [1], P. Ryan [1], Stoneman [1]
New: J. Bailey (GGS), A. Boyd (2nds/GC), F.M. Douglas (Ball/1883), G. Hall (WG), 
H. Hickinbotham (GC), D. Kearney (NG), J. Kearney (WG), M. Kerley (NG), 
S. Mann (GGS), C. Matthews (Melb/Ball.), A. Reid (GC), A. Robertson (GC, to 
Edinburgh, 7/85), C. Robertson (WG/Chilw.), M. Ross (2nds, Cap’t), P. Ryan 
(Chilw.), H. Tyson (GGS/GC)
Departures: R. Armstrong (Country), J. Bolton (Country), J. Julien (Ess.), J. McShane (SM), 
P. McShane (Ess.), G. Read (Tas.), T. Reeves (QLD), R. Thomson (Univ.)
Hotham
Captain: A. Ley/A. Buncle
Vice Captain: A. Buncle/H. Todd 
Team: H. Alessio, A. Anderson, G. Bailey, E. Baines, J. Barwise, A. Buncle, T. Buncle, S. Butt, 
J. Carlton, E. Cherry, J. Croft, Doyle, B. Flowers, H. Fuhrhop, J. Gardiner, H. Hems, 
L. Hallinbourg, R. Houston, W. Jackson, W.A. Johnston, W.M. Johnston, Leech, A. Ley, 
W. McCarthy, T. McCracken, H. McIntosh, McIntyre, J. Morris, Mullen, R. Nairn, A. Neely, 
E.P. O’Brien, O’Brien, H. Perkins, T. Peters, J. Rae, Rojo, D. Riley, J. Shaw, A. Swan, G. Sykes, 
J. Tankard, T. Tiernan, A. Todd, H. Todd, A. Wedd
Goal kickers:
 R. Houston [22], J. Tankard [8], H. Hems [4], A. Neely [3], A. Todd [3], E. Cherry [2], 
E.P. O’Brien [2], H. Todd [2], W.M. Johnston [1], T. Peters [1], G. Sykes [1]
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New: G. Bailey (Sydney), E. Baines (Brisb, QLD), E. Cherry (Will.), B. Flowers (SoC), 
T. McCracken (SoC), Mullen (NP), R. Nairn (SM), O’Brien (UJ), T. Peters (NP, then 
to Tas. during season), D. Riley (UJ or PM), G. Sykes (Jun.)
Departures: W.A. Beveridge (Bendigo), Jones (Kyneton)
Melbourne
Captain: G. Aitken/F. Franks
Vice Captain: H. Rush/F. Franks
Team: J. Affleck, G. Aitken, W.R. Bailey, S. Baird, E. Brayshay, R. Brown, J. Carroll, W.J. Carroll, 
C. Carter, H. Champion, A. Collie, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, J. Doran, A. Edwards, Foote, 
F. Franks, C. Garton, E. Griffith, W. Harry, Hubbard, A. Hunt, Hyland, H. Johnson, J.J. Kelly, 
Kerr, Kerrigan, E. Lynar, W. McAlister, A. McCrindle, M. McKenzie, Mitchell, H. Morrison, Moss, 
W. Nuttall, F. Plant, Propsting, Reade, G. Robinson, R. Robinson, W. Ross, H. Rush, C. Spooner, 
G. Strachan, P. Stubbs, H. Taylor, H. Tuckfield, D. Willis
Goal kickers:
 W.J. Carroll [7], C. Coulson [5], S. Baird [4], A. McCrindle [3], E. Lynar [3], A. Collie [2], 
J. Doran [2], Hubbard [2], F. Plant [2], J. Carroll [1], E. Griffith [1], W. Ross [1], H. Taylor [1], 
Unknown [1]
New:  W.R. Bailey (Ave.), R. Brown (SMJ), J. Carroll (Rich. Un.), C. Carter (Carl, during 
season), A. Collie (SY), C. Coulson (Ave/SM/Fitz.), C. Garton (EM), E. Griffith 
(Ess/MGS), E. Lynar (EM), A. McCrindle (SM), Mitchell (SM), W. Nuttall (SoC or 
Wav.), R. Robinson (Geel/Melb/Geel.)
Departures: W. Abernathy (Univ.), G. Cussen (Univ.), L. Cussen (Univ.), 
W. Harry (Fitz, during season), W.H. Jones (Will.), R. Lewers (Univ.), 
A. McIntyre (Adel, SA), C. Matthews (Geel.), G. Strachan (Univ.), 
S. Thewlis (Umpiring)
Richmond
Captain: G. Smith
Vice Captain: T. Graham
Team: Ackman, Adams, Batters, S/W. Boyd, Byrne, H. Christie, J. Coles, J. Conlon, F. Crohan, 
C. Duffield, D. Elder, J. Graham, T. Graham, Gregory, N. Harper, A. Hill, G. Howarth, 
H. Jackman, S. Kelso, C. Layton, H. Layton, Mitchell, K. Mitchell, J. Mullally, Nowell, 
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A. O’Shannessey, O’Shea, R. Owen, J.P. Purcell, W. Rushton, Ryan, A. Searle, J. Shand, J. Shore, 
R. Smart, G. Smith, Soutar, C. Stephens, J. Stewart, C. Syle, J. Taylor, Watkins, W. Wells, Whelan, 
F. Wookey
Goal kickers:
 J. Conlon [6], W. Wells [6], D. Elder [4], H. Layton [4], F. Crohan [2], H. Jackman [2], A. Hill [1], 
G. Howarth [1], S. Kelso [1], C. Layton [1], W. Rushton [1], Ryan [1], C. Syle [1]
New: Batters (SY), J. Coles (Jun.), J. Conlon (Crem.), F. Crohan (GJ/Geel/Melb.), 
T. Graham (SM), N. Harper (Rich. Un.), A. Hill (Melb.), G. Howarth (Jun.), 
S. Kelso (Stanley/Rich. Stand.), J. Mullally (PH/Rich. Jun.), W. Rushton (Rich. 
Stand.), A. Searle  (Stanley/SC), J. Shand (Jun.), J. Shore (Jun.), R. Smart (Jun.), 
G. Smith (Carl/EM/ Rich. Jun.), Soutar (Jun.), C. Stephens (Rich. Jun.), 
J. Stewart (SS/Nth. Rich./Crem.), C. Syle (SoC/ Carl./Stanley), J. Taylor (SM), 
W. Wells (SM/Rich. Stand.), F. Wookey (Rich. Un/EM)
South Melbourne
Captain: H. Elms
Vice Captain: A. Harper
Team: Boyd, A. Brooks, C.H. Brown, P. Burns, T. Bushell, M. Daly, E. Decis, T. Dickeson, T. Dodds, 
W. Docherty, Drew, H. Elms, G. Friend, F. Graves, W. Hanneysee, A. Harper, P. Harper, 
E. Hill, R. Kinnerburgh, E/G. Kitchen, W. Marshall, J. McDonald, G. McKenzie, F. McKnight, 
Jno. McShane, J. Minchin, M. Minchin, E. Moss, G. Munro, J. Page, F.G. Parry, J. Reid, Smith, 
W. Wallace, R. Wood, J. Young 
Goal kickers:
 P. Burns [17]*, J. Minchin [17], W. Hanneysee [15], G. McKenzie [13]*, A. Harper [11], 
T. Bushell [9], T. Dickeson [6], J. Young [5], W. Docherty [4], J. Reid [4], E/G. Kitchen [3], 
F. Graves [2], M. Minchin [2], J. McDonald [1], J. Page [1], J. Parry [1], Smith [1]
*Burns + 2 for Ballarat Imperial; G. McKenzie + 3 for Ballarat Imperial
New: Boyd (APJ), P. Burns (Ball. Imp.), M. Daly (PM), E. Decis (PM), T. Dickeson (SMJ), 
W. Hanneysee (PM/Carl/Sandridge), J. McDonald (Foots.), G. McKenzie (Ball. 
Imp.), Jno. McShane (GJ/Geel/SM/Geel.), W. Marshall (Fortrose), F. Parry (UJ)
Departures: A. Brooks (P. Adel, SA, back during season), W. Fraser (P. Adel, SA), T. Graham 
(Rich.), Mitchell (Melb.), J. Page (QLD during season), C. Solomon (Sandhurst), 
J. Taylor (Rich.), W. Wells (Rich.)
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University
Captain: G. Cussen
Vice Captain: W. Rogers
Team: W. Abernethy, J. Amess, S. Angwin, J. Bartley, G. Bell, J. Bell, J. Bruggman, Cameron, Clarke, 
W. Corr, G. Cussen, L. Cussen, W. Daish, L. Davies, R. Dickenson, G. Freeman, P. Gleeson, 
Goldsmith, Gordon, W. Gosman, Grant, Healy, J/W. Hope, H. Horne, J.P. Kelly, A. Kenny, 
Lacey, H. Lawrence, R. Lewers, P. Liddle, McKnight, Paul, Peterson, H. Power, W. Rogers, 
E. Shaw, Short, Smith, E.A. Strachan, A. Syme, W. Syme, J. Thomson, R. Thomson, J. Thwaites, 
W. Vale
Goal kickers:
 E. Shaw [4], S. Angwin [3], J. Bell [3], G. Freeman [3], H. Horne [3], H. Lawrence [3], J. Bartley [1], 
G. Cussen [1], L. Davies [1], Healy [1], W. Rogers [1], R. Thomson [1]
New: W. Abernathy (Melb.), S. Angwin (Ess.), W. Corr (Toorak), G. Cussen (Melb.), 
L. Cussen (Melb.), G. Freeman (WC), P. Gleeson (Carl.), Gosman (SY), H. Horne 
(Toorak), J.P. Kelly (Carl.), R. Lewers (Melb.), H. Power (Ess/Melb.), W. Rogers 
(Ess.), E. Shaw (Fitz.), E. Strachan (Melb.), J. Thomson (Toorak), R. Thomson 
(Geel.), W. Vale (SC)
Williamstown
Captain: C. Laming
Vice Captain: W.H. Jones
Team: A. Brown, Carter, A. Clark, J. Clark, M. Fitzpatrick, R. Gibbs, J. Goble, F. Godwin, A. Grubb, 
A. Hall, G. Hall, Heath, H. Hernan, D. Hillman, R. James, E.P. Jones, W.F. Jones, W.H. Jones, 
J. Kennedy, C. Laming, W. Litchfield, W. Matthews, J. McDonald, J. MacKrell, McLean, J. Orr, 
O’Shannessey, E. Pierce, H. Reed, Regan, R. Rivett, C. Russell, A. Scrivenger, W. Sinclair, 
J. Smith, A. Taylor, T. Taylor, E. Tubb, F. Ulbrick, A. Ward, J. Ward, E. Warren, R. Weatherhead, 
Wilson, A. Worroll
Goal kickers:
 T. Taylor [14], J. Smith [8], W.H. Jones [7], R. James [3], A. Ward [3], M. Fitzpatrick [2],
J. MacKrell [2], E. Warren [2], R. Gibbs [1], J. Kennedy [1], C. Laming [1], E. Pierce [1], 
A. Scrivenger [1], F. Ulbrick [1], Ward [1]
New: G. Hall (Fitz, during season), W.H. Jones (Melb/BU), A. Scrivenger (WG), 
Taylor (Geel. area)
Departures: E. Cherry (Hoth.)
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Provincial Clubs
Ballarat
Captain: J. Graham
Vice Captain: R. Bodycombe
Team: Angwin, J. Bell, Benson, A.B. Berry, A. Bodycombe, R. Bodycombe, W. Broadbent, Jos. Brown, 
J. Brown, R. Bryant, P. Burke, W. Burns, Calder, T. Caldwell, D. Christy, W. Christy, Collins, 
H. Cooper, A. Coram, J. Couttie, J. Dickson, J. Edmonston, R. Evans, Jas. Graham, W. Graham, 
G. Hogg, Hughes, W. Jackson, W. Lanyon, P. Luplau, J. Manderson, W. Newlands, W. Perkins, 
Proctor, A. Reynolds, Richardson, Roberts, Sandry, Scott, Sullivan
Goal kickers*:
 A. Coram [6], R. Bryant [2], Angwin [1], R. Bodycombe [1], J. Couttie [1], J. Dickson [1], 
W. Graham [1]
*Senior and Ballarat matches only.
New: J. Brown (Streatham), P. Luplau (1883), W. Perkins (Sth. Ball.)
Departures: Anderson (Ball. Imp.), A. Henderson (Ball. Imp.), J. Jamieson (Fitz.), M. Kitz (Ball. 
Imp.), T. Ward (Sth. Ball.), G. Williams (Ball. Imp.)
Ballarat Imperial
Captain: W. Robertson
Vice captain: G. McKenzie
Team: Anderson, A. Bryant, J. Burns, P. Burns (5), W. Burns, Chandler, W. Dawson, C. Duffield, 
J. Dunstan, A. Gough, C. Greenhalgh, A. Henderson, T. Hood (12), J. Hoskins, J. Johnston, 
M. Kitz, Martin, J. McDonald, C. McKenzie, G. McKenzie (8), J. McKenzie, McManamny, 
E. Nicholls, J. Roberts, J. Robertson, W. Robertson (12), R. Rogers, W. Shand, T. Shiels (12), 
A. Stewart, A. Taylor, P. Thomas, G. Williams, A. Wright, J. Young
*Senior games played in brackets.
Goal kickers*:
 G. McKenzie [4], P. Thomas [4], J. McDonald [3], P. Burns [2], W. Burns [2], C. Duffield [2], 
W. Robertson [2], T. Shiels [2], A. Taylor [2], A. Wright [2], W. Dawson [1], A. Gough [1], 
J. Hoskins [1], C. McKenzie [1], R. Rogers [1] 
*Senior and Ballarat matches only.
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New: M. Kitz (Ball.), G. Williams (Ball.)
Departures: P. Burns (SM by mid-June), C. Greenhalgh (Sth. Ball, during season), G. McKenzie 
(SM, mid-June)
South Ballarat
Captain: J. Scott
Vice Captain: P. Murphy
Team: A. Berry (13), J. Brooks, R. Butler, J. Clinton, A. Connaughton, W. Dean, C. Greenhalgh, J. Hogg, 
J. Jewell, J. Keane, Lang, D. Lawson, P. Lynch, F. Lyons (13), J. Lyons, McCabe, M. McDonnell, 
T. McDonnell, D. McKay, P. Murphy (13), Ogg, H. Purdy (13), W. Quinne, J. Scott (13), Small, 
J. Smith, C. Vaughan, T. Ward  
*Senior games played in brackets.
Goal kickers*:
 F. Lyons [16], D. McKay [11], A. Berry [9], M. McDonnell [3], P. Murphy [3], J. Clinton [2], 
D. Lawson [2], J. Brooks [1], C. Greenhalgh [1], J. Hogg [1]
*Senior and Ballarat matches only.
New: C. Greenhalgh (Ball. Imp, during season), T. Ward (Ball.)
Departures: J. Carroll (Fitz.), W. Perkins (Ball.)
1885 Season
May 2
Essendon 0. 2 4.15 
Hotham 4. 7 4. 9
(EMCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Best
Essendon: Powell, Aitken, M. Rout, Meader, Pearson, Moore, Pike
Hotham: Alessio, Houston, McCracken, W.A. Johnston, Ley, Todd 
Goals
Essendon: Aitken 2, M. Rout, Meader
Hotham: Houston 3, Hems
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Fitzroy 1. 2 5.10 
University 1. 3 2. 3
(FCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Fitzroy: Nathan, Jamieson, Muir, Lindsay, Rapiport, Taylor
University: Power, Thomson, Angwin, Lewers, Gleeson, Cussen
Goals
Fitzroy: Lindsay, Worrall, Carew, Coleman, Rapiport
University: Horne, Angwin
Geelong 1. 8 4.15
Ballarat Imperial 0. 2 2. 5
(CO; Att: 1,500)
Best
Geelong: Foote, J. Kerley, Talbot, McLean, A. Reid, W. Reid
Ballarat Imperial: P. Burns (bog), G. McKenzie, Hood, Shiels, Stewart, 
  C. McKenzie
Goals
Geelong: McLean 2, W. Reid, Robinson
Ballarat Imperial: C. McKenzie, P. Burns
Melbourne 0. 1 1. 7
Carlton 3.10 6.13
(MCG; Att: 8-9,000)
Best
Melbourne: Aitken, Carroll, Franks, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, Spooner 
Carlton: Johnston (bog), Baker, Whelan, T. Cameron, Wilson
Confusing colours
Club jerseys were quite expensive and in his first game for Carlton Billy Strickland caused some confusion 
because he wore his old Brunswick uniform. This was blue with a red stripe down the middle, and the 
Melbourne players mistakenly kicked the ball to him on a couple of occasions.
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   565 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
566
1885 Statistics
Goals
Melbourne: McCrindle
Carlton: Baker 3, A. Wilson 2, T. Cameron
Williamstown 0.13 1.17
Richmond 0. 0 0. 5
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: W. Jones, Jones, Clark, MacKrell, Worroll, Laming, James
Richmond: Leighton, Smith, Syle, Searle, Mullally, Graham, Wookey
Goal
Williamstown: T. Taylor
Non-premiership matches
South Melbourne  2.21  v. Port Melbourne  0.1
May 9
Essendon 2. 6 9.20 
Williamstown 0. 3 0. 8
(EMCG; Att: 1,500)
Best
Essendon: Aitken, McShane, Pitcher, Powell, Pearson, Lawlor
Williamstown: Laming, Kennedy, Godwin, MacKrell, Fitzpatrick, Clark
Goals
Essendon: McShane 3, Aitken 3, Pitcher, Julien, Pearson
Tough but fair
Sides like South Melbourne depended on the weight, strength and power of its following packs. This reliance 
on brute strength was not necessarily vicious, as former South and Geelong champion Peter Burns recalled: 
The game was certainly tough … but it was never bitter … We had a strict code, and would not 
tolerate bitterness or deliberate maiming and such things.
The Sporting Globe, 3/5/1941
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Melbourne 0. 2 0.10
Fitzroy 1.10 1.17  
(MCG; Att: 5,000)
Best
Melbourne: Propsting, Bailey, Carroll, C. Coulson, Willis, Tuckfield
Fitzroy: Worrall, Burgess, Carroll, Carew, McShane, Coleman
Goal
Fitzroy: Rapiport
Richmond 1. 6 3.12
University 1. 7 1.11 
(RCG)      
Best
Richmond: Elder, Wells, Wookey, Graham, Conlon, Smith
University: R. Thomson, J. Thomson, Power, Horne, Shaw, Peterson 
Goals
Richmond: Wells, Conlon, Elder
University: Shaw
One-eyed supporters at Emerald Hill
The scribe “Goal Post” was unimpressed by South’s supporters in the game against Carlton: 
The barrackers of the Hill were as grossly unfair as usual. Hang it, can’t they pump up a little 
generosity? If a visiting team wins, the verdict seems to be little short of death to all. If it is defeated, 
the supply of shin-plaster in a way of a generous cheer is quite lacking. 
The Sportsman, 13/5/1885
Later in the season when South played Williamstown (August 1), the same journalist reported that the local 
supporters: 
were in great force, and many of them were decorated with elaborate rosettes of red and white 
ribbon, which appear to increase in size every week as the season progresses.
The Sportsman, 5/8/1885
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South Melbourne 0. 5 4.12
Carlton 1. 2 2. 7
(SMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, Graves, Hanneysee, Elms, Harper, McKnight
Carlton: Baker, Whelan, Breen, Johnston, Drew, T. Cameron
Goals
South Melbourne: Young, Bushell, Dickeson, Hanneysee
Carlton: Breen 2
In Ballarat
Ballarat 1. 2 2. 3
South Ballarat 0. 8 6.14
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Burke, Newlands, W. Graham, Couttie, A.B. Berry, Broadbent
South Ballarat: Murphy, A. Berry, Purdy, Vaughan, Lynch, Scott
Goals
Ballarat: W. Graham, Angwin
South Ballarat: A. Berry 3, M. McDonnell, F. Lyons, McKay
Non-premiership matches
Geelong  5.13  v. Geelong Juniors  3. 2
Hotham:  Adelaide tour
May 16
Carlton 1. 2 2. 3
Fitzroy 2. 7 8.12
(MCG; Att: 7-9,000)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Breen, Drew, Hyland, McInerney, Cameron
Fitzroy: Williams, McShane, Coleman, Lindsay, Muir, Elliott
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Goals
Carlton: Carter, Breen
Fitzroy: Lindsay 3, Carew 2, Coleman, Rapiport, Worrall
Essendon 3.10 10.16
Melbourne 1. 7 1.11
(EMCG; Att: 3-5,000)
Best
Essendon: Martin (bog), Aitken, Moline, M. Rout, Meader, Pearson
Melbourne: Willis, G. Aitken, Franks, Carroll, Moss, Propsting
Goals
Essendon: Pearson 3, McShane 2, M. Rout, T. Rout, Moline, Meader, 
  Julien
Melbourne: W.J. Carroll
Geelong 4.14 8.26
Richmond 1. 5 1. 8
(CO: Att: 1,300-1,600)
Best
Geelong: Matthews, W. Reid, Foote, McLean, Kerley, Douglass
Richmond: Searle, Conlon, Wookey, Smith, Graham, Stewart 
Goals
Geelong: W. Reid 4, Kerley 2, McCoy, Talbot
Richmond: Wells
Tricks of the trade
After clever rover Billy Carroll kicked Melbourne’s only goal in this game the practice was that the conceding 
team recommenced the game by kicking long from the centre. However, on this occasion, Dons’ captain Ned 
Powell tried an alternative method: 
In sending the ball away from the centre of the arena, Powell adopted the unpopular style of 
making a short kick at an angle into the hands of one of his men, who rushed forward knowingly, 
and the latter sent it on smartly.
The Federal Australian, 23/5/1885
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Williamstown 3. 1 4. 8
University 0. 3 1. 4
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Jones, Laming, Jones, Smith, Clark, Fitzpatrick 
University: G. Cussen, Peterson, L. Cussen, Angwin, Horne, Shaw
Goals
Williamstown: Gibbs, Warren, Kennedy, Ward
University: Shaw
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 2. 9 2.16
Ballarat Imperial 0. 3 0. 8
(SP; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Murphy (bog), Small, Scott, Purdy, M. McDonnell, Berry
Ballarat Imperial: Robertson, P. Burns, W. Burns, Stewart, G. McKenzie, Hood
Goals
South Ballarat: M. McDonnell, McKay
Non-premiership matches
South Melbourne  10.24  v. Sunbury  0. 0
Hotham:  Adelaide tour
May 23
Inter-colonial
South Melbourne 3. 4 4.15
Port Adelaide 2. 2 4. 5
(MCG; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Elms, Young, Minchin, Hanneysee, McKnight, Docherty
Port Adelaide: Robertson, Cairns, Williams, Brooks, Roy, Kirkpatrick
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Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell, Docherty, Friend, Reid
Port Adelaide: Roy 4
Senior
Ballarat Imperial 2. 4 6.11
Melbourne 2. 8 2. 8
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie (bog), P. Burns, Hood, Johnston, Taylor, Shiels
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie 2, Duffield 2, P. Burns, Shiels
Melbourne: Ross, Collie
Geelong 2. 3 2.10
Fitzroy 0. 5 2.11
(CO; Att: 2,500)
Best
Geelong: Davey, Talbot, Collins, Foote, McCoy
Fitzroy: McShane, Muir, Coleman, Worrall, Williams, Lindsay
Goals
Geelong: McCoy 2
Fitzroy: Muir, Carroll
Monday May 25 (Queen’s Birthday)
Inter-colonial
Melbourne 4.11 7.16
Port Adelaide 2. 1 4. 6
(MCG; Att: 500)
Best
Melbourne: Plant, Tuckfield, Carroll, A. Coulson, C. Coulson
Port Adelaide: Williams, Roy, Pleass, Robertson, Brooks, Bushby, Kellett
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Goals
Melbourne: C. Coulson 2, Plant 2, Collie, McCrindle, Stubbs
Port Adelaide: Roy 2, Robertson, Kellett
Senior
Hotham 3.11 5.16
Geelong 2. 3 4.11
(EMCG; Att: 11-20,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, Shaw, McCracken, Alessio, Peters, Hems, Neely
Geelong: McLean, Collins, Reid, Kerley, Hickinbotham, Talbot
Goals
Hotham: Neely 2, Tankard 2, Houston
Geelong: W. Reid, McLean, McCoy, Collins
South Ballarat 2. 8 3.18
Fitzroy 3. 2 3. 5
(WOB; Att: 5-8,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Murphy, Purdy, Berry, Hogg, Lawson, Vaughan
Fitzroy: Muir, McShane, Rowe, Carew, Coleman, O’Leary
Goals
South Ballarat: Murphy, McKay, Lawson
Fitzroy: Carew 2, O’Leary
South Melbourne 4.10 9.17
Ballarat Imperial 1. 3 1. 6
(SMCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Dickeson, Hill, Bushell, Hanneysee, McShane, Young
Ballarat Imperial: McManamny, P. Burns, Taylor, Robertson, G. McKenzie
Goals
South Melbourne: Kitchen 3, Dickeson 2, Hanneysee 2, Docherty, J. Minchin
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie
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Non-premiership matches
Kyneton  2.5  v. Carlton  8.12
Essendon:  Victorian country tour
May 30
Inter-colonial
Geelong 1. 2 5.10
Port Adelaide 2. 5 2. 8
(MCG; Att: 300-1,000)
Best
Geelong: Kerley (bog), Cahill, McLean, Robertson, W. Reid, Talbot
Port Adelaide: Robertson, Brooks, Pleass, Roy, Bushby, Turpenny, Fry
Goals
Geelong: McCoy 2, Kerley 2, Hall
Port Adelaide: Roy, Bushby
Senior
Essendon 4.12 6.17
Fitzroy 0. 0 2. 6
(EMCG; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
Essendon: Fleming, Martin, Pearson, Aitken, Julien, Lawlor, Stafford
Fitzroy: Muir, Coleman, Williams, Kerrigan, Lindsay, Taylor, Cock
Goals
Essendon: Julien 2, Meader 2, Martin, Butt
Fitzroy: Muir 2
Hotham 0. 2 3.13
Carlton 3. 6 3. 6
(HRR; Att: 5,000)
Best
Hotham: Buncle, Rae, Houston, Tankard, Riley, Perkins, Alessio
Carlton: Baker, Cameron, McInerney, Breen, Joyce, Wilson, Leydin
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Goals
Hotham: Houston 2, Tankard
Carlton: T. Cameron, Breen, Baker
Richmond 3.10 3.13
Melbourne 0. 5 1. 5
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Conlon, Rushton, Searle, Wookey, Leighton, Stewart
Melbourne: Doran, Carroll, Coulson, Willis, Aitken, Taylor
Goals
Richmond: Conlon 2, Rushton
Melbourne: Willis
South Melbourne 0.11 2.16
University 0. 8 0.10
(SMCG; Att: 4-5,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Hanneysee, Docherty, McKnight, Dickeson, Page, McShane
University: Peterson, Angwin, Shaw, G. Cussen, L. Cussen, J. Thomson
Goals
South Melbourne: Bushell, Parry
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 3 0. 4
Ballarat Imperial 0. 9 3.15
(SP)
Recruiting Peter “The Great” Burns
Peter Burns, and Essendon’s Albert Thurgood, were two of the great nineteenth century players. Burns 
was an outstanding champion and South officials went to inventive lengths to land him. He was all set to 
join Essendon, and caught the train to Melbourne to tie up the loose ends of his arrangement with that 
club’s officials. South’s officials however hopped onto the train a few stations before his designated stop for 
Essendon. The subterfuge paid off for after Burns arrived he informed shocked Essendon administrators that 
he had just joined the Southerners.
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Best
Ballarat: Couttie, Berry, Newlands, Sandry, Broadbent, Calder
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Gough, P. Burns, Taylor, Hood, Shiels
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: W. Burns, Robertson, G. McKenzie
Non-premiership matches
Williamstown  6.17  v. Union Jack  0.2
Ladder at the end of May*
 p w d l f a
Essendon 4 3 1 0 29 7
Fitzroy 5 3 1 1 18 12
South Melbourne 3 3 0 0 15 3
Geelong 4 2 1 1 18 10
Richmond 4 2 0 2 7 11
Williamstown 3 2 0 1 5 10
Hotham 3 1 2 0 12 11
Carlton 4 1 1 2 13 16
University 4 0 0 4 4 14
Melbourne 5 0 0 5 5 26
*Between senior and Ballarat clubs.
Leading Goal kickers*
R. Houston (Hoth.) 6 (14)
W. Reid (Geel.) 6 (8)
D. Aitken (Ess.)  5 (6)
E. Carew (Fitz.)  5 (5)
W. Hanneysee (SM)  5 (5)
P. McShane (Ess.)  5 (6)
*Goals in games only between senior and Ballarat clubs: goals in brackets for all matches.
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June 6
Fitzroy 1. 3 1.14
Richmond 2. 2 2. 2
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Williams, Coleman, McShane, Carew, Elliott, Heron
Richmond: Smith, Searle, H. Layton, C. Layton, Stewart, Howarth
Goals
Fitzroy: Carew
Richmond: H. Layton, C. Layton
Geelong 2.11 3.15
University 0. 1 0. 4
(CO)
Best
Geelong: A. Reid (bog), McLean, Boyd, Brownlow, Davey, Kerley
University: Power, Gleeson, Shaw, L. Cussen, G. Cussen, Syme
Goals
Geelong: Brownlow, Kerley, McLean
Melbourne 0. 2 3. 8
Hotham 0. 1 0. 5
(MCG; Att: 5-9,000)
Best
Melbourne: Morrison, Doran, Carroll, Willis, Edwards, Kelly, Franks
Hotham: McCracken (bog), Shaw, Buncle, Rae, Tankard, Morris
Goals
Melbourne: C. Coulson, Taylor, McCrindle
Williamstown 3. 2 7. 5
Carlton 2. 4 3. 4
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Ward, Fitzpatrick, A. Taylor, Laming, Tubb, Rivett
Carlton: Baker, Strickland, Rickards, T. Cameron, Breen, Cook
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Goals
Williamstown: A. Ward 3, T. Taylor 2, Fitzpatrick, James
Carlton: Breen, T. Cameron, Baker
Essendon v. South Melbourne (EMCG)*
*Postponed due to poor weather.
Non-premiership matches
4/6: University 5.11 v. South Melbourne Trades 2.5
June 13
Carlton 2. 4 4.15 
Ballarat 1. 3 1. 3 
(MCG; Att: 300)     
Best
Carlton: Baker, Cameron, Drew, O’Beirne, Leydin, Breen, Wilson
Ballarat: Bodycombe, Graham, Newlands, Evans, W. Christy, 
 Jos. Brown
Goals
Carlton: T. Cameron, Wilson, Leydin, Breen
Ballarat: Coram
Some hope
A Ballarat correspondent offered the following observation: 
One defective feature of the ruck play has been prominent of late. When the ruck men get on to 
the ball, or when scrimmages occur, it is a common occurrence for a player to fall on the leather, 
and thereby stop all play till the ball is thrown up. This not alone occupies a great deal of time in 
the match, but makes the game wretchedly slow, and it is to be hoped that players will make a 
slight effort to do away with the practice.
The Ballarat Courier, 5/6/1885
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Essendon 1. 1 2. 3
Geelong 2. 5 2. 6
(EMCG; Att: 11-13,000)
Best
Essendon: Martin, Pearson, Nicholson, Moore, T. Rout, Fleming
Geelong: McLean (bog), Kerley, Collins, Furnell, Talbot, A. Reid
Goals
Essendon: Butt 2
Geelong: W. Reid, McLean
Fitzroy 3. 1 4. 3
Williamstown 0. 1 1.10
(FCG; Att: 1,300-1,500)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Coleman, McShane, Rapiport, Lindsay
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, Laming, Scrivenger, Worroll, A. Ward, Godwin
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport 2, Worrall 2
Williamstown: Smith
Football heroes in the mud
The EMCG was in bad shape for the big clash between Essendon and Geelong and was heavy going for the 
players who trudged off the field at half time caked in mud. They 
Did not mind the mud, however, and at half-time, when five minutes rest was allowed, they 
scorned to wipe their cheeks, or wash away the brown patches that half hid their eyes, and gave 
new lines to their noses. These were cherished as the glorious memorials of warfare, and the men 
who came in with clean jerseys seemed to envy comrades who had been well rolled in the mire.
The Argus, 15/6/1885
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University 1 1. 6
Melbourne 1 2. 8
(UR)
Best
University: R.S. Thomson, Horne, Thwaites, L. Cussen
Goals
University: Healy
Melbourne: C. Coulson, Unknown
Hotham v. Richmond (HRR)*
*Ground unfit to play on.
In Ballarat
Ballarat Imperial 2. 2 2. 4
South Ballarat 1. 1 3. 5
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Stewart, G. McKenzie, Gough, Hood, Johnston, J. Robertson
South Ballarat: Clinton, Purdy, Berry, Scott, Quinne, Vaughan
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Rogers, Taylor
South Ballarat: M. McDonnell, F. Lyons, Clinton
Bad day for Williamstown
It was bad enough that Williamstown lost at Fitzroy (ending the visitor’s three-game winning streak), without 
also having to play on a ground that was in a disgraceful state. A Williamstown reporter wrote, 
The ‘ground’ consisted of a chain of water holes on one wing, a mud-bank on the other wing, and 
a swamp in the centre. The out-look for the players was very black. When play began the athletes 
commenced to roll one another in the sludge, and to pull one another through the crab-holes. 
It was very interesting — especially for the spectators. When the greasy “sphere” came near the 
pavilion, the throng in pursuit resembled mud-punters in distress, and unless you happened to 
know a man by his build there was virtually no possibility of recognizing him.
Williamstown Chronicle, 20/6/1885
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Non-premiership matches
South Melbourne: Adelaide tour
June 20
Essendon 3. 3 5. 8
South Ballarat 0. 2 2. 7
(EMCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Essendon: Aitken (bog), Pearson, Moline, M. Rout, T. Rout, Lawlor
South Ballarat: Murphy, Scott, Berry, Small, Vaughan, Quinne
Goals
Essendon: M. Rout 2, McShane, Moline, Meader
South Ballarat: McKay, Berry
Hotham 2. 5 3. 7
Fitzroy 0. 0 1. 2
(HRR; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard, McCracken, Morris, Todd, Shaw, Hems, Houston
Fitzroy: Muir, Rapiport, Coleman, Lindsay, Williams, McShane
Goals
Hotham: Houston, Cherry, O’Brien
Fitzroy: Rapiport
Melbourne 1. 3 1. 4
Geelong 2. 3 3. 6
(MCG; Att: 3-6,000)
Best
Melbourne: Willis, Carroll, Johnson, C. Coulson, Kelly, Tuckfield
Geelong: Kerley (bog), Talbot, McLean, Douglass, Boyd, W. Reid
Goals
Melbourne: Collie
Geelong: W. Reid 2, McLean
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Richmond 2. 5 2.16
Carlton 2.10 5.14
(RCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
Richmond: Elder, Syle, Conlon, Smith, Boyd, Mullally, Harper
Carlton: Baker (bog), J. Cameron, Drew, Whelan, Mair, Ulmer
Goals
Richmond: Hill, Elder
Carlton: Baker 4, Read
University 1. 8 2. 9
Williamstown 1. 3 2. 9
(UR)
Best
University: Shaw (bog), G. Cussen, L. Cussen, Gordon, J. Thomson, Rogers
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, MacKrell, J. Smith, Scrivenger, Ward, Kennedy
Goals
University: Shaw, Freeman
Williamstown: T. Taylor, W.H. Jones
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 1 1.14
Ballarat Imperial 3. 3 3. 5
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: Couttie, A. Bodycombe, R. Bodycombe, Broadbent, Jos. Brown, 
  Sandry
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, Hoskins, Gough, Stewart, Shiels, Robertson
Goals
Ballarat: Dickson
Ballarat Imperial: Shiels, Taylor, McDonald
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Non-premiership matches
South Melbourne: Adelaide tour
June 27
Essendon 1. 7 2.16 
University 0. 1 0. 4 
(EMCG)
Best
Essendon: Fleming, Aitken, M. Rout, Lawlor, T. Rout, Nicholson 
University: G. Cussen, Shaw, L. Cussen, Horne, Thomson, Daish
Goals
Essendon: Julien, McShane
Fitzroy 1. 6 1.16
Ballarat Imperial 0. 5 0. 9
(FCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Fitzroy: McShane, Muir, Coleman, Carroll, Melling, Nathan
Ballarat Imperial: G. McKenzie, C. McKenzie, Dawson, Robertson, W. Burns, 
  Taylor
Goals
Fitzroy: Nathan
Melbourne 1. 5 1. 8 
Carlton 1.11 2.14 
(MCG; Att: 3-8,000)
Best
Melbourne: A. Coulson, Griffith, Doran, Willis, Tuckfield, Carroll
Carlton: Whelan, Cook, O’Beirne, Mair, Johnstone, Baker, Aitken
Goals
Melbourne: Doran
Carlton: Baker, Breen
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South Melbourne 5.12 9.19
Richmond 0. 1 0. 4
(SMCG; Att: 3,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Hanneysee, Docherty, Graves, Burns, McShane, Young
Richmond: Taylor, T. Graham, Stewart, Boyd, Harper
Goals
South Melbourne: Hanneysee 3, J. Minchin 2, A. Harper 2, McDonald, Burns
Hotham v. Williamstown (HRR)*
*Postponed because ground was waterlogged.
In Ballarat
Ballarat 0. 4 0. 8
South Ballarat 1. 8 3.11
(SP)
Best
Ballarat: J. Brown, Couttie, A. Bodycombe, R. Bodycombe, Burke, 
  Sandry
South Ballarat: Purdy, Scott, Murphy, Berry, Clinton, Lawson
Goals
South Ballarat: McKay 2, Berry
The health of footballers
Did our footballers but follow the rules of common sense by changing their clothes immediately 
upon the conclusion of a match, after taking a bath, and using good rough towels to induce a 
healthy circulation of the blood, all would go well; but I have seen many who, not being provided 
with changes of raiment, having arrived at the ground ready dressed in their uniforms, simply slip 
on overcoats over their saturated clothes, jump into a cab, and drive to their respective homes. 
Such a thoughtless proceeding can sooner or later have but one result, namely, injury to the 
constitution. Serious illness may at once follow, or the seeds of rheumatism may be sown, which 
later in life will germinate, and bring forth premature old age. 
The Federal Australian, 27/6/1885
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Non-premiership matches
Geelong  5.15  v. Chilwell  3. 4
25/6: University 4 v. Fitzroy Trades 0
Ladder at the end of June*
 p w d l f a
Essendon 7 5 2 0 38 11
South Melbourne 4 4 0 0 24 3
Geelong 7 4 2 1 26 14
Fitzroy 9 5 1 3 25 18
Carlton 8 4 1 3 29 27
Williamstown 6 3 1 2 15 21
Richmond 7 3 0 4 11 26
Hotham 5 2 2 1 15 15
Melbourne 9 2 0 7 12 32
University 8 0 1 7 7 23
*Between senior and Ballarat clubs.
Leading Goal kickers*
J. Baker (Carl.)  10 (10)
W. Reid (Geel.) 9 (11)
W. Hanneysee (SM)  8 (13)
Breen (Carl.)  7 (12)
R. Houston (Hoth,) 7 (15)
P. McShane (Ess.)  7 (8)
*Goals in games only between senior and Ballarat clubs: goals in brackets for all matches.
July 4
Essendon 4. 6 8.16
Richmond 0. 5 2. 6
(EMCG; Att: 3,000)
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Best
Essendon: Stafford, M. Rout, Pearson, Powell, Meader, Julien
Richmond: Elder, Syle, Smith, Wookey, Searle
Goals
Essendon: McShane 2, M. Rout 2, Moline 2, H. Tindale, Butt
Richmond: Wells, Ryan
Fitzroy 1. 3 1. 7
Carlton 0. 2 2. 8  
(FCG; Att: 4-8,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Coleman, Williams, Beggs, Nathan, Lindsay, Carroll 
Carlton: Whelan (bog), Mair, O’Beirne, Knowles, Woods, Johnston
Goals
Fitzroy: Cooper
Carlton: Breen, Joyce
Geelong 2. 5 2.10
South Melbourne 0. 8 2. 9
(CO; Att: 6,000)
Best
Geelong: Douglass, Furnell, Davey, Kearney, Talbot, Collins, Kerley
South Melbourne: P. Burns, Hanneysee, Harper, Elms, McKnight, Minchin
Tagging
Fitzroy and Carlton used taggers in this game. Fitzroy’s “Dummy” Muir was assigned to keep Jack Baker quiet 
and Carlton’s George Cook tagged Roy’s captain Paddy McShane. A correspondent was strongly against this 
practice, and argued 
The system of detailing one player off for the express purpose of hanging on to an opponent, 
and preventing his getting the ball by fair or foul play, is most undignified for the ‘watcher’, 
‘contemptible’ on the part of the side resorting to such tactics, and altogether so ‘unsportsmanlike’ 
that, where carried on in a noticeable manner, the offender should be disqualified from playing.
The Sportsman, 8/7/1885
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Goals
Geelong: A. Reid, McLean
South Melbourne: Hanneysee, Reid
Hotham 9. 4 12.13    
University 1. 4 1. 8  
(HRR; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Hotham: Baines, Houston, Tankard, Shaw, Alessio, H. Todd, Hems
University: R.S. Thomson (bog), Bell, Shaw, Lewers, Healy, Gosman
Goals
Hotham: Houston 7, Tankard 2, H. Todd, Peters, Cherry
University: Shaw
Melbourne 1. 6 1. 8
Williamstown 1. 0 2. 1
(MCG; Att: 700)
Best
Melbourne: Griffith, Carroll, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, Aitken, Johnson
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, W.F. Jones, Worroll, Rivett, Laming, Pierce
Goals
Melbourne: Plant
Williamstown: Smith 2
Non-premiership matches
9/7: University 5.8 v. Hotham Trades 2.10
July 11
Carlton 1. 5 2.12
Essendon 1. 4 2.14
(MCG; Att: 11-12,000)
Best
Carlton: Whelan, Knowles, Baker, Cook, O’Beirne, Woods, Mair
Essendon: Martin, Moline, Aitken, Pearson, Moore, T. Rout, Stafford
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   586 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
587
1885 Statistics
Goals
Carlton: Baker, Breen
Essendon: Moloney, Pearson
Fitzroy 2. 3 2.10 
University 1.10 1.16 
(EMCG)      
Best
Fitzroy: Lindsay, Rapiport, Beggs, Muir, Muir, Fitzpatrick 
University: L. Cussen, J. Thomson, R. Thomson, Shaw, Angwin, Syme
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport, Carew
University: Angwin
Geelong 1. 2 5.17 
Hotham 2. 5 2. 6 
(CO; Att: 5,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean (bog), Kerley, Collins, Matson, Douglass, Hickinbotham
Hotham: Shaw, Thomson, Tankard, Hems, McCracken, Bailey
Goals
Geelong: McLean 2, Kerley 2, Mann
Hotham: Tankard, O’Brien
One reason why Ballarat clubs could not compete
Ballarat town lost two of its best players when Peter Burns and George McKenzie departed for South 
Melbourne. It was explained that 
The players cannot be blamed for taking advantage of the offers made to them by the metropolitans, 
for specially of late the scarcity of labor here has made young players only anxious to obtain 
employment anywhere … no sooner does a team prove its worth then the Melbourne men step in, 
take whom they want, and leave the local team to struggle along.
The Ballarat Courier, 4/7/1885
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Richmond 1. 1 1. 1
Williamstown 3. 3 3.10
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Conlon, Graham, Searle, Syle, Harper
Williamstown: Scrivenger, Worroll, Heath, W.H. Jones, W.F. Jones, Taylor
Goals
Richmond: Syle
Williamstown: Warren, W.H. Jones, James
South Melbourne 5.11 12.19 
Melbourne 0. 1 0. 1 
(SMCG; Att: 6-7,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Young, McKenzie, Burns, Hanneysee, Graves, Minchin
Melbourne: Aitken, Carroll, Baird, Robinson, A. Coulson, C. Coulson
Goals
South Melbourne: Hanneysee 3, J. Minchin 2, Young 2, McKenzie 2, Bushell, 
  Burns, Graves
July 18
Carlton 4. 2 7. 5
Geelong 1. 7 2.14
(EMCG; Att: 5-9,000)
Best
Carlton: Whelan (bog), Baker, O’Beirne, Johnston, Mair, Strickland
Geelong: Talbot, Collins, McLean, Galbraith, Robertson, Cahill
Goals
Carlton: Baker 2, Wilson 2, Mair, Whelan, Woods
Geelong: McLean, Rock
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Hotham 9. 8 15.21
Sandhurst 0. 0 0. 0
(HRR)
*Houston’s fifth goal, and goals to Hems and Cherry attributed to conform to end of season reviews. In original match reports three goal 
scorers were unidentified.
Goals
Hotham: Houston 5, Morris 2, McCracken 2, Tankard 2, W.M. Johnston, 
  Swan, Hems, Cherry
Melbourne 1. 4 3. 6
Essendon 1. 4 2. 9 
(MCG; Att: 500)
Best
Melbourne: G. Aitken, Carroll, Coulson, Baird, Lynar, Kelly, Johnson
Essendon: Pearson, D. Aitken, Martin, Moline, Sebire, M. Rout, T. Rout
Goals
Melbourne: Lynar, Baird, W.J. Carroll
Essendon: McShane 2
South Melbourne 2. 6 9.14
Fitzroy 0. 5 0. 8
(SMCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Minchin, Docherty, Young, Decis
Fitzroy: Worrall, Coleman, Carroll, Muir, Maher, Melling
Goals
South Melbourne: Burns 4, J. Minchin 2, McKenzie 2, A. Harper
University 1. 3 1. 5
Richmond 0. 3 0. 9
(UR)
Best
University: J. Thomson, Corr, G. Cussen, Bell, Gleeson, McKnight
Richmond: Smith, Conlon, Harper, Syle, Searle, Kelso
Goal
University: Freeman
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Williamstown 2. 8 5.14
Ballarat 1. 1 2. 3
(GR; Att: 1,500)
Best
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, W.F. Jones, Smith, Sinclair, James, Taylor
Ballarat: A. Bodycombe, R. Bodycombe, Bryant, Graham, W. Christy, 
  Coram
Goals
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, James, Laming, Smith, Fitzpatrick
Ballarat: Coram 2
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 1. 3 2. 7
Ballarat Imperial 0. 3 1. 5
(SP)
Best
South Ballarat: Berry, Murphy, Purdy, Clinton, Lynch, Vaughan
Ballarat Imperial: Stewart, C. McKenzie, J. McKenzie, Hood, Gough, Shiels
Goals
South Ballarat: McKay, Hogg
Ballarat Imperial: Dawson
Non-premiership matches
23/7: University 2.15 v. Wanderers 4.5
July 25
Essendon 6.17 7.26 
Richmond 1. 2 3. 8
(EMCG; Att: 1,000)     
Best
Essendon: Pearson, Moline, Aitken, Meader, M. Rout, Powell
Richmond: Elder, Conlon, Syle, Harper, Purcell, Wookey, Kelso
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Goals
Essendon: Moline 2, Meader, Aitken, M. Rout, Pike, McShane
Richmond: Conlon, H. Leyton, Kelso
Fitzroy 1. 7 1. 9
Melbourne 0. 2 1. 7
(FCG; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, Elliott, Taylor, Nathan, Shearwood, Coleman
Melbourne: Carroll, Aitken, Plant, Propsting, Kelly
Goals
Fitzroy: Elliott
Melbourne: Baird
Geelong 1. 0 6. 7
Williamstown 2.11 3.13
(CO; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Best
Geelong: Talbot, Douglass, McLean, Cahill, Robertson, Foote
Williamstown: W.H. Jones (bog), Warren, Pierce, MacKrell, Scrivenger
Goals
Geelong: McLean 3, T. McShane 2, Matthews
Williamstown: T. Taylor, W.H. Jones, Pierce
When Joey took on Peter
North Melbourne’s Joey Tankard was a well-known follower in the 1880s and ‘a fine rough player [who] made 
up for lack of finesse by bogging in in a bullock-like manner and generally overpowering his opponent’. 
In this match it was reported he asked his captain to be placed on Peter Burns, South’s new recruit from 
Ballarat Imperial. Tankard claimed ‘I’ll take the country bumpkin conceit out of him, and I’ll monkey bear 
him in the bargain’. Tankard played well but could not stop the new champion from producing a best on 
ground performance. 
Undated newspaper clipping from a sporting scrapbook
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South Melbourne 6. 6 8.14 
Hotham 0. 6 0. 7
(SMCG; Att: 12-18,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns (bog), Young, Graves, Harper, Dickeson, McKnight
Hotham: Tankard, Hems, Shaw, Morris, McCracken, Johnston
Goals
South Melbourne: A. Harper 2, J. Minchin 2, McKenzie, Dickeson, Burns, Young
University 3. 3 4. 6
Carlton 4. 4 5. 9
(UR; Att: 4,000)
Best
University: Shaw, Gleeson, L. Cussen, Corr, Gosman, R.S. Thomson
Carlton: Whelan, Baker, O’Beirne, Strickland, Cook, Mair, Leydin
Goals
University: Lawrence 2, Horne, Bell
Carlton: Breen, Baker, O’Beirne, Leydin, Whelan
Ladder at the end of July*
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 8 7 1  0 55 5
Essendon 11 7 3  1 57 21
Carlton 12 7 2  3 45 36
Geelong 11 6 3  2 41 27
Fitzroy 13 6 2  5 29 31
Williamstown 10 6 1  3 28 31
Hotham 8 3 2  3 29 29
Melbourne 13 3 1  9 17 49
Richmond 11 3 0  8 17 45
University 12 1 1 10 14 42
*Between senior and Ballarat clubs.
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Leading Goal kickers*
J. Baker (Carl.)  14 (14)
R. Houston (Hoth.) 14 (27)
H. McLean (Geel.) 13 (16)
W. Hanneysee (SM)  12 (17)
P. McShane (Ess.)  12 (13)
*Goals in games only between senior and Ballarat clubs: goals in brackets for all matches.
August 1
Carlton 2. 1 3. 7
Richmond 0. 4 1. 9
(PO; Att: 5-7,000)
Best
Carlton: Whelan, Baker, J. Cameron, Mair, T. Cameron, McInerney
Richmond: Graham, Taylor, Crohan, O’Shannessey, Howarth, Smith
Goals
Carlton: Breen 2, Baker
Richmond: Crohan
Essendon 3. 8 4.15 
Fitzroy 2. 5 3.10
(EMCG; Att: 6,000)
Best
Essendon: Pearson, Wilson, Meader, Aitken, Stafford, Powell, Moore
Fitzroy: Muir, Melling, Worrall, Cock, Lindsay, Rapiport, Ewing
Goals
Essendon: Wilson 2, Aitken, McShane
Fitzroy: Worrall, Melling, Rapiport
Hotham 2. 5 3. 7 
Melbourne 0. 3 0. 4 
(HRR)
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Best
Hotham: Tankard, Bailey, W.A. Johnston, McCracken, Houston
Melbourne: Aitken, Willis, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, Carroll, Johnson
Goals
Hotham: Houston 2, W.M. Johnston
South Melbourne 0. 5 6.10
Williamstown 0. 4 1. 6
(SMCG; Att: 6-9,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, Docherty, McKenzie, J. Minchin, Dodds, Elms
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, Worroll, MacKrell, Scrivenger, Gibbs
Goals
South Melbourne: Reid, A. Harper, Burns, Dickeson, McKenzie, J. Minchin
Williamstown: T. Taylor
University 2. 2 3. 6
Geelong 2. 5 5.10
(UR)
Best
University: Corr, Gleeson, Horne, Lewers, R.S. Thomson, Angwin
Geelong: Foote, McLean, Matson, Talbot, A. Reid, McShane
Goals
University: R.S. Thomson, G. Cussen, Angwin
Geelong: J. Bailey 3, McLean, W. Reid
Indecent uniforms
South had a magnificent team, but a scribe disapproved of its modern uniform for it involved a ‘style of 
wearing the garment so scarce in Falstaff’s celebrated regiment over their nether covering. The appearance 
is neither seemly nor decent’.
Australasian, 1/8/1885
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In Ballarat
South Ballarat 2 3.18
Ballarat 0 1. 5
(SP; Att: 2,000)
Best
South Ballarat: Berry, Purdy, Quinne, Scott, Lynch, Small
Ballarat: Couttie, Broadbent, Scott, Brown, R. Bodycombe, Newlands
Goals
South Ballarat: Berry, McKay, F. Lyons
Ballarat: Coram
August 8
Essendon 2. 7 6.13 
Carlton 2. 7 3. 9 
(EMCG; Att: 10-13,000)
Best
Essendon: Meader, Fleming, Pearson, Martin, Nally, Pike, Smith
Carlton: Whelan, Johnston, Baker, J. Cameron, Knowles, O’Beirne
Goals
Essendon: Meader 2, Nally, McShane, Martin, Wilson
Carlton: Baker 2, Woods
As if things weren’t bad enough
University struggled all year, but pulled out all the stops against the visiting Pivots. The students needed 
everything to go their way if they were to secure an unlikely victory. Instead, it received umpire Goding who 
seemed to prefer the reigning premiers. A journalist lamented, 
The amenity of the game was completely destroyed by the partisanship of the umpire (Mr. Goding, 
formerly of South Melbourne), who awarded one free kick after another to Geelong on the most 
frivolous grounds, and often none at all, until the ‘Varsity stoicism completely gave way, and the 
philosophers were more fitted to inhabit the cave of Adullam than Zeno’s doorway. 
The Age, 3/8/1885
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Geelong 3. 6 6.11
South Ballarat 1. 4 2.11
(CO; Att: 2,500-3,000*)
*This tally included 250-300 supporters from Ballarat.
Best
Geelong: Matson (bog), Hickinbotham, A. Reid, Ryan, Robertson, Davey
South Ballarat: Murphy, Lyons, Scott, Purdy, Berry, Keane
Goals
Geelong: J. Bailey 3, Boyd 2, Kerley
South Ballarat: McKay, Berry
Richmond 1. 6 5.12
Melbourne 2. 6 2.10
(RCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Richmond: Graham, Elder, Rushton, Syle, Purcell, Taylor, Conlon
Melbourne: Aitken, Carroll, Franks, Baird, Tuckfield, Griffith
Goals
Richmond: Jackman 2, Conlon, H. Layton, Elder
Melbourne: Griffith, Doran
University 1. 3 2. 4
South Melbourne 8.10 12.15
(UR; Att: 2-5,000)
Best
University: G. Cussen, L. Cussen, Shaw, R.S. Thomson, Lewers, Gordon
South Melbourne: Young, Burns, McKenzie, J. Minchin, McKnight
Goals
University: Lawrence, Freeman
South Melbourne: McKenzie 4, J. Minchin 3, Burns 2, Young, M. Minchin, Reid
Williamstown 0. 5 2.19
Fitzroy 2. 4 3. 6
(GR; Att: 1,500)
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Best
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, G. Hall, MacKrell, Kennedy, Fitzpatrick, Laming
Fitzroy: Melling, Worrall, Muir, Carroll, Rapiport, Cock, Heron
Goals
Williamstown: T. Taylor 2
Fitzroy: Carroll, Worrall, Rapiport
Hotham v. Ballarat Imperial (HRR)*
*Postponed because Ballarat Imperial couldn’t field a team.
August 15
Carlton 1. 3 2. 9
Williamstown 0. 5 0.10
(PO; Att: 2,500-3,000)
Best
Carlton: Baker, Whelan, J. Cameron, Johnston, Breen, O’Beirne
Williamstown: Laming, Kennedy, Jones, Fitzpatrick, Taylor, Hall
Goals
Carlton: Baker, Breen
Fitzroy 1.14 2.18
Hotham 0. 1 4. 4
(FCG; Att: 2,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Coleman, Carroll, Cock, McShane
Hotham: Hems, Buncle, Houston, Johnston, Tankard, Todd
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall, Coleman
Hotham: Neely, Hems, Tankard, Houston
Richmond 0. 7 1.15
Geelong 4. 4 4.13
(RCG; Att: 1,300)
Goals
Richmond: Elder
Geelong: W. Reid, Mann, Boyd, A. Reid
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South Melbourne 2. 8 3.17
Essendon 1. 2 3.10 
(SMCG; Att: 15,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns (bog), McKnight, Hill, Young, Graves, Docherty
Essendon: Fleming, Pearson, Sebire, Martin, Dunne, Meader
Goals
South Melbourne: A. Harper, Docherty, Burns
Essendon: Pearson, Nally, Wilson
University 1. 7 1.10
Melbourne 0. 3 3.16
(UR)
Best
University: Shaw, G. Cussen, L. Cussen, Gosman, Power, Bell
Melbourne: Carroll, Strachan, Johnson, Aitken, Griffith
Goals
University: Bell
Melbourne: C. Coulson, Lynar, Baird
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 2 6.20
Ballarat 0 1. 3
(SP)
Best
South Ballarat: Purdy, Berry, F. Lyons, Murphy, Small, Quinne
Ballarat: Couttie (bog), Newlands, Caldwell, Sandry, A. Bodycombe, Angwin
Goals
South Ballarat: F. Lyons 4, McKay, Murphy 
Ballarat: Couttie
August 22
Ballarat 0. 2 2.13
Williamstown 4.10 4.11
(SP)
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Best
Ballarat: Angwin, Brown, Coram, Hogg, R. Bodycombe, W. Christy
Williamstown: McDonald, Kennedy, W.H. Jones, Laming, Scrivenger, Worrall
Goals
Ballarat: Coram 2
Williamtown: T. Taylor 2, Scrivenger, Smith
Geelong 2.10 4.18
Carlton 0. 6 1. 7
(CO; Att: 3-5,000)
Best
Geelong: Hickinbotham (bog), Robertson, Kerley, Collins, Talbot
Carlton: Baker, McInerney, Woods, Crapp, T. Cameron, Whelan
Goals
Geelong: Boyd 2, Galbraith, J. Bailey
Carlton: Wilson
Hotham 1. 2 1. 6
Essendon 1. 1 5. 5
(HRR)
Best
Hotham: O’Brien, Morris, Tankard, Hems, Buncle, W.A. Johnston
Essendon: Stafford, Pearson, Wilson, Pike, Harris
Goals
Hotham: A. Todd
Essendon: Pearson 2, Wilson, Harris, Aitken
Indigenous footballers
There were some reports about indigenous football during the 1885 season. In May it was noted, ‘the “oldest 
inhabitants” have been impressed into the service, as a match between aboriginals was played on the 
Kensington Oval at Adelaide yesterday’ (Australasian, 30/5/1885). In July, it was reported ‘The “Aboriginals” 
play their first match on Tuesday at Mortlake. All who have promised to play are requested to turn up’ 
(Geelong Advertiser, 2/7/1885). A week later a team of aboriginals from Point McLeay Mission station visited 
Adelaide to play football. These indigenous exponents of the game played a style that was distinguished by 
skill and speed and impressed the many spectators who came to watch them perform.
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Melbourne 0. 1 2. 7
South Melbourne 6. 8 9.10
(FSG; Att: 3,000) 
Best
Melbourne: Carroll, Strachan, Edwards, A. Coulson, Griffiths 
South Melbourne: Burns, Graves, Docherty, McKnight, Hill, Harper, Bushell
Goals
Melbourne: W.J. Carroll, McCrindle
South Melbourne: Bushell 3, A. Harper 2, Burns 2, Dickeson, J. Minchin
Richmond 0. 6 0. 7 
Fitzroy 0. 7 6.13 
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Wookey, Taylor, Syle, Graham, Smith
Fitzroy: Worrall, Muir, McShane, Rapiport, Cock, Nathan
Goals
Fitzroy: Nathan 2, Rapiport 2, Fothergill, Worrall
August 29
Fitzroy 0. 6 2.20
South Ballarat 1. 8 1.10
(FCG)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall (bog), Melling, Cock, Muir, McShane, Nathan
South Ballarat: Purdy, McDonald, Brooks, Lynch, Scott, McCabe
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall 2
South Ballarat: F. Lyons
Melbourne 0. 3 2. 9
Carlton 2. 6 5. 8
(FSG)
Best
Melbourne: Carroll, Griffith, Brayshay, C. Coulson, Hubbard, Kelly
Carlton: Baker, Bragge, Johnston, Wilson, J. Cameron, Whelan
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Goals
Melbourne: C. Coulson, Hubbard
Carlton: Bragge 2, Wilson 2, Merriman
Richmond 1. 5 1.10
Hotham 1. 6 1.10
(RCG)
Best
Richmond: Wookey, Jackman, Searle, Crohan, Conlon, Syle
Hotham: Tankard, Houston, Hems, Buncle, Johnston, Morris
Goals
Richmond: Wells
Hotham: Houston
South Melbourne 2. 2 5.11
Geelong 2. 4 2. 9
(SMCG; Att: 12-14,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns (bog), McKnight, Docherty, Young, Graves, Brooks
Geelong: Robertson, Hickinbotham, Talbot, Kerley, Douglass, Foote
Goals
South Melbourne: Burns 2, J. Minchin, McKenzie, Bushell
Geelong: J. Bailey, Talbot
University 0. 2 2. 3
Essendon 3. 8 4.13
(UR)
Best
University: J. Thomson, G. Cussen, Syme, Shaw, Power, Corr
Essendon: Martin, Stafford, Wilson, Moline, Pearson, Nicholson
Goals
University: Horne, Rogers
Essendon: T. Rout 2, McShane, Martin
In Ballarat
Ballarat Imperial 1. 3 4. 6
Ballarat 0. 9 0.12
(SP)
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Best
Ballarat Imperial: Robertson, Stewart, Kitz, Gough, Hood, W. Burns
Ballarat: Couttie, Newlands, Berry, Burke, Dickson, Coram
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: Wright, Gough, McDonald, Thomas
Non-premiership matches
Williamstown  0.13  v. North Park  1.8
Ladder at the end of August*
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 13 11 2 0 90 15
Essendon 16 11 4 1 79 32
Geelong 16 10 3 3 62 39
Carlton 17 10 2 5 59 49
Fitzroy 18 9 2 7 45 42
Williamstown 14 7 1 6 35 44
Hotham 12 5 3 4 38 37
Richmond 16 4 1 11 25 61
Melbourne 18 4 1 13 26 72
University 16 1 1 14 22 66
*Between senior and Ballarat clubs: goals in brackets for all matches.
Leading Goal kickers*
J. Baker (Carl.)  18 (18)
R. Houston (Hoth.) 18 (31)
P. Burns (BI/SM) 17 (22)
P. McShane (Ess.)  15 (16)
J. Minchin (SM)  15 (19)
*Goals in games only between senior and Ballarat clubs.
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September 5
Carlton 0. 2 1. 7
South Melbourne 2. 7 3.10
(PO; Att: 10-15,000)
Best
Carlton: Whelan (bog), Mair, J. Cameron, Strickland, Baker, Crapp
South Melbourne: Docherty, Elms, Burns, Young, Hanneysee, Graves, Page
Goals
Carlton: Jos. Rickards
South Melbourne: M. Minchin, Docherty, Hanneysee
Football as a profession 
“Free Kick” was a rare journalist who was willing to discuss the issue of player payments in some detail. He 
claimed, 
there are clubs which, notwithstanding the large sums of money they receive annually from the 
public who witness their play, are nevertheless becoming impoverished, from the large number 
of football leeches who keep up a constant drain upon their resources. I have been given to 
understand on very good authority that one of our metropolitan clubs has to pay as much as £30 
per week in order to retain the services of one half of its team. This would represent about £550 
for the four-months football season. Of course, all monetary arrangements of this kind are known 
only to the officers of these clubs, who keep them entirely to themselves, so that it becomes a 
difficult matter to arrive at a correct estimate of the money actually paid for professional football 
… The evil … has grown into alarming proportions during the present season; for Tom says ‘If 
Harry is paid £3 per week for playing, my services are worth quite as much’, and Brown, Jones and 
Robinson, who view the matter in a similar light, follow suit ... At one time football was played for 
the love of the game, and every player stuck closely to his parent club … [but today, clubs who] 
refuse to bid, become poorer in the matter of first-class players … I have been told that a leading 
Victorian football club, having made all arrangements for a visit to a neighbouring colony, were 
on the point of starting on their tour, when a number of the players struck for higher pay, and the 
club were compelled, in order not to break faith with the footballers of the sister colony, to accede 
to their demands … action should be taken in this matter during the coming recess, for the sooner 
professional football is either stamped out or placed on a satisfactory basis, the better it will be for 
the interests of our popular winter pastime. 
The Federal Australian, 5/9/1885
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Fitzroy 5.16 5.18 
Geelong 0. 1 5.10 
(FCG; Att: 3-4,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Worrall, P.G. McShane, Muir, Carroll, Kerrigan, Rapiport
Geelong: Kerley, Hickinbotham, McLean, Cahill, Talbot, W. Reid
Goals
Fitzroy: Rapiport 2, Carroll, Nathan, Burke
Geelong: W. Reid 5
Melbourne 3. 4 4. 6
Hotham 1. 5 3. 7
(FSG)
Best
Hotham: Sykes, Buncle, W.A. Johnston, Houston, Baines, Bailey
Goals
Melbourne: W.J. Carroll 2, Plant, Baird
Hotham: Hems, A. Todd, Houston
Richmond 1. 3 2.15
University 1. 1 2. 5
(RCG; Att: 1,000)
Best
Richmond: Conlon, Wookey, Syle, Stewart, Graham, Searle
University: Strachan, Clarke, Freeman, Paul, Syme, Gordon
Goals
Richmond: Conlon, Crohan
University: Davies, Bartley
Williamstown 4.13 4.17
Essendon 0. 0 0. 1 
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Ulbrick, A. Ward, Laming, Clark, Scrivenger, Warren
Essendon: Rout, Aitken, Nicholson, Moline, Meader, Hall, Nally
Goals
Williamstown: W.H. Jones 2, Ulbrick, Smith
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September 12
Carlton 1. 4 2. 9
Hotham 1. 5 4.10
(PO; Att: 6,000)
Best
Carlton: Aitken, Whelan, Baker, Wilson, Knowles, O’Beirne
Hotham: A. Todd, Morris, Alessio, Sykes, Houston, Hems, Fuhrhop
Goals
Carlton: Johnston, Baker
Hotham: Sykes, H. Todd, Houston, A. Todd
Fitzroy 2. 6 2. 6 
South Melbourne 1. 4 4.11  
(FCG; Att: 6-10,000)
Best
Fitzroy: P.G. McShane, Coleman, Muir, Kerrigan, Rapiport, Lindsay
South Melbourne: Elms, McKnight, McKenzie, Young, Bushell, Docherty
Goals
Fitzroy: Carew, Rapiport
South Melbourne: Bushell 2, McKenzie, Reid
Geelong 3. 7 6.12
Essendon 5. 5 7.10
(CO; Att: 5-6,000)
Best
Geelong: McLean, Kerley, Matthews, Talbot, Douglass, Matson
Essendon: McShane, Aitken, Nally, Pike, Stafford, Wilson 
Goals
Geelong: McLean 4, Stoneman, Kerley
Essendon: Aitken 3, McShane 2, Wilson 2
Williamstown 1. 1 4.13 
Melbourne 2. 5 2. 8 
(GR; Att: 2-3,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, Gibbs, A. Ward, Worroll, Taylor, Laming
Melbourne: Carroll, McCrindle, Franks, Strachan, Griffith, A. Coulson
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   605 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
606
1885 Statistics
Goals
Williamstown: T. Taylor 2, Smith, MacKrell
Melbourne: J. Carroll, Lynar
In Ballarat
South Ballarat 0. 5 4. 6
Ballarat 0. 3 1. 5
(SP)
Best
South Ballarat: Berry, Purdy, Vaughan, Hogg, Scott, Small
Ballarat: Brown, Couttie, Newlands, Proctor, Berry, A. Bodycombe
Goals
South Ballarat: F. Lyons 2, Murphy, Lawson
Ballarat: Bryant
Non-premiership matches
South Yarra  1.4  v. University  4.10
September 19
Carlton 2. 7 4.15 
University 1. 1 1. 3 
(PO)
Bloodthirsty Williamstown supporters
In a vain attempt to protect a half time lead, Melbourne adopted the unsporting tactic of kicking the ball out 
of bounds whenever the chance arose. This was very bad form, but they perhaps didn’t deserve the response 
they received from the local crowd. It was reported, 
The language of some of the local supporters was of the most disgusting character, and their 
injunctions to the players as to the disposal of the visiting team were of such a sanguinary and 
blood-curdling nature that, if carried out, would necessitate the employment of extra executioners 
to mete out well-deserved punishment.
The Sportsman, 16/9/1885
Mark's v2 - 1877-85 MASTER.indd   606 28/05/2014   4:18 pm
607
1885 Statistics
Best
Carlton: Baker, Cook, Whelan, Johnston, T. Cameron, O’Beirne, Mair
University: J. Thomson, Bell, Freeman, Lewers, Shaw, G. Cussen
Goals
Carlton: Wilson 2, Mair, Baker
University: J. Bell
Hotham 2. 4 2. 5
South Melbourne 1. 3 4.11 
(HRR; Att: 8-10,000)
Best
Hotham: Tankard (bog), Alessio, Houston, McCracken, Hems, Sykes 
South Melbourne: Graves, Burns, Docherty, McKenzie, Hill, M. Minchin
Goals
Hotham: Hems, Houston
South Melbourne: Burns 2, Graves, A. Harper
Melbourne 2. 4 2. 9
Essendon 0. 6 3.16 
(FSG; Att: 2,000) 
Best
Melbourne: W.J. Carroll, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, Baird, Johnson, Kelly
Essendon: Wilson, Aitken, Pearson, Powell, Stafford, Moline, Moore
Goals
Melbourne: Hubbard, W.J. Carroll
Essendon: J. Smith, Meader, M. Rout
Williamstown 1. 7 3.15
Geelong 3. 7 4.12
(GR; Att: 2-4,000)
Best
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, Fitzpatrick, A. Clark, Gibbs, Sinclair, Ward
Geelong: Robertson, Matthews, Hickinbotham, Douglass, Ryan
Goals
Williamstown: MacKrell, T. Taylor, W.H. Jones
Geelong: Ryan, McLean, Galbraith, Hickinbotham
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In Ballarat
South Ballarat 6.15 12.19
Ballarat Imperial 3. 3 5. 6
(SP)
Best
South Ballarat: Purdy, F. Lyons
Ballarat Imperial: Robertson, Young, Burns, Thomas, Hoskins
Goals
South Ballarat: F. Lyons 6, A. Berry 2, McKay, Clinton, Brooks, Greenhalgh
Ballarat Imperial: P. Thomas 3, W. Burns, J. McDonald
Non-premiership matches
Sandhurst  3.12  v. Fitzroy  2.8 
September 26
Fitzroy 1. 2 2. 4
Carlton 0. 5 1. 9
(FCG; Att: 4-6,000)
Best
Fitzroy: Muir, Worrall, Lindsay, Carroll, P.G. McShane, Maher
Carlton: Baker, Whelan, Strickland, Cook, Mair, Leydin
Goals
Fitzroy: Worrall, Kerrigan
Carlton: Strickland
The inconsiderate time keeper
After a long and arduous season Geelong and Melbourne met for the last game of the year. Near the end of 
the match there was a downpour and players became drenched. Their mood was not improved when 
The rain made things so uncomfortable that six or seven minutes before the call of time, the 
players, one and all, signalled for the bell to be rung. The time-keeper was inexorable, and hatred 
sprung up in the breasts of the players. By this time the spectators had skedaddled to the shelter 
provided by sheds and fences. 
The Sportsman, 30/9/1885
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Geelong 2. 7 2. 9
Melbourne 1. 5 2.10
(CO; Att: 1,500-2,000)
Goals
Geelong: McLean, Talbot
Melbourne: W.J. Carroll, C. Coulson
South Melbourne 9. 9 9. 9
Richmond 0. 1 4. 8
(FSG; Att: 7-8,000)
Best
South Melbourne: Burns, J. Minchin, McKenzie, Smith, Docherty, Page
Richmond: Wookey, Searle, Layton, Wells, Nowell
Goals
South Melbourne: J. Minchin 2, Hanneysee 2, Smith, McKenzie, Page, Docherty, 
  A. Harper
Richmond: Wells 2, H. Layton, Howarth
Williamstown 0. 0 2.10
Hotham 2. 4 2. 4
(GR)
Best
Williamstown: Ulbrick, MacKrell, Gibbs, Laming, Clark, Worroll
Hotham: Tankard, T. Buncle, A. Buncle, Hems, Houston, Tiernan
Goals
Williamstown: Smith, T. Taylor
Hotham: Tankard, Houston
Player weights
For the first time, players’ weights began to be publicised in newspaper reports, which suggested that the 
strength and power of footballers had become an important feature of the game. One newspaper listed the 
average weight of some the top teams at the end of the season. These included: Carlton: 10 st. 12lb. (68kg), 
Essendon: 11 st. (70kg), Fitzroy: 11 st. 2lb. (71kg), Geelong: Just over 11 st. (70.5kg), Hotham: 11st. 8lb. 
(74kg).
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South Ballarat v. University*
*Scheduled but likely not played.
In Ballarat
Ballarat Imperial 2.14 3.14
Ballarat 0. 0 2.10
(SP)
Best
Ballarat Imperial: Gough, Hood, Hoskins, Dawson, Shiels, Robertson
Ballarat: Broadbent, Couttie, Brown, R. Bodycombe, Burke
Goals
Ballarat Imperial: W. Robertson, Hoskins, Wright
Ballarat: R. Bodycombe, Bryant
Non-premiership matches
3/10: Ballarat/Ballarat Imperial 1.20 v. South Melbourne 8.16
1885 — Season Review
SENIOR RECORD*
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 17 15 2 0 110 24
Essendon 19 13 4 2 89 45
Geelong 20 11 5 4 79 56
Carlton 21 11 2 8 65 59
Hotham 16 6 4 6 49 49
Williamstown 18 9 2 7 48 50
Fitzroy 22 10 4 8 57 55
Melbourne 22 5 2 15 36 84
Richmond 18 4 2 12 31 72
University 18 1 2 15 25 72
*There were no ‘official’ ladders in the VFA before 1888. This ladder is based on The Argus record of ‘matches for the premiership’ (1885). 
This covers contests between senior metropolitan and Ballarat clubs. The Herald also followed this practice, despite the fact that Ballarat 
teams were not officially included in the premiership until 1887. There was general agreement about the top three teams, but positions of 
other teams relative to performance varied between newspaper accounts. 
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CLUBS’ RECORD IN ALL MATCHES*
 p w d l f a
South Melbourne 25 22 3 0 158 39a
Essendon 22 16 4 2 120 45b
Geelong 23 14 5 4 94 64
Carlton 22 12 2 8 73 61
Hotham 24 14 4 6 103 62
Fitzroy 22 10 4 8 57 55c
Williamstown 18 8 2 8 43 49d
Richmond 18 4 2 12 31 72
Melbourne 23 6 2 15 43 88
University 22 4 2 16 40 79e
a South Melbourne v. Port Melbourne on 2/5 (2-0) included in this tabulation, but v. Ballarat/Ballarat Imperial wasn’t counted. My research 
suggested 38 not 39 goals against.
b Essendon’s record also reported as p 21 w 15 d 4 l 2 f 110 a 45. (A 2nds game v. Traralgon likely added to senior results here.)
c Fitzroy’s game against Sandhurst (2-3 on Sept. 19) not counted.
d Williamstown’s matches against junior teams are not included, but Ballarat games are included.
e University’s record was not consistently reported in 1885. Matches probably not included in this record were v. Melb. GS (28/4); v. SM 
Trades 5-2 (4/6); v. Fitz. Trades 4-0 (25/6); 9/7 v. Hoth. Trades 5-2 (9/7); v. Wanderers 2-4 (23/7); v. South Yarra 4-1 (12/9). According to 
University’s 1886 AGM its record was p 26 w 8 d 2 l 16 f 61 a 83.
* According to the Australasian.
Improvements to the game
The journalist “Follower” was determined to improve the game and commented that he was 
pleased to hear that at last my oft-repeated suggestion that a system of points to determine the 
premiership should be adopted is to be brought under the consideration of the association, 
and I sincerely hope that Mr. Marshall’s motion may result in the association coming to such an 
understanding as will effectively prevent the possibility of doubt or discussion as to what club in 
future shall be entitled to the premiership … I should like to hear a discussion as to whether some 
alteration could not be suggested with a view to some cognisance being taken of the value of 
behinds. As the laws at present stand the team which plays the better game in a match is not always 
credited with the victory, and although the subject is doubtless one which will require very careful 
treatment … there is something radically wrong. It appears to me that behinds should either have 
some specific or relative value, or cease to be registered at all.
The Leader, 19/9/1885
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CHAMPIONS OF THE COLONY*
The best five:  P. Burns (SM); J. Baker (Carl.); C. Pearson (Ess.); H. McLean (Geel.); J. Worrall (Fitz.)
Best followers: M. Whelan (Carl.), J. Kerley & R. Talbot (Geel.); F. Graves & J. Minchin (SM); J. Tankard (Hoth.); 
J. Martin & W. Meader (Ess.); E. Shaw (Univ.); J. Muir & D. Coleman (Fitz.); 
W.J. Carroll & D. Willis (Melb.); W.H. Jones & J. Clark (Will.)
Best backs: H. Elms, J. Young & E. Hill (SM); F. Furnell & D. Kearney (Geel.); D. Sebire & W. Fleming (Ess.); 
I. Crapp & J. Cameron (Carl.); J. Maher (Fitz.); H. Alessio & W.A. Johnston (Hoth.); 
J. Kelly & G. Aitken (Melb.); J.S. Thomson & G. Cussen (Univ.); A. Worroll (Will.); G. Smith 
(Rich.)
Best centres: D. Hickinbotham (Geel.); E. Powell (Ess.); C. Laming (Will.); J.G. Cook (Carl.); P.G. McShane 
(Fitz.); C. Spooner & G. Strachan (Melb.); W. Rogers (Univ.)
Best wings: W. Strickland & H. Drew (Carl.); E. Lindsay & J. Kerrigan (Fitz.); J. Rae & J. Morris (Hoth.); 
J. Pike & M. Rout (Ess.); J. Page & R. Wood (SM); H. Morrison & E. Griffith (Melb.); 
C. Robertson & H. Matson (Geel.)
Best Forwards: G. McKenzie & A. Harper (SM); A. Wilson (Carl.); H. Hems & H. Todd (Hoth.); 
J. Julien & T. Nally (Ess.); W. Wells & F. Crohan (Rich.); Cooper & B. Nathan (Fitz.); A. Boyd, 
W. Reid (Geel.); S. Angwin (Univ.); T. Taylor (Will.)
*According to the Australasian.
Best club players*
Carlton:  J. Baker, M. Whelan, T. Leydin, Mair, W. Strickland, F. Johnston, A. Wilson
Essendon: J. Martin, J. Stafford, D. Aitken, C. Pearson, C. Moline, W. Meader, H. Wilson
Fitzroy: J. Muir, J. Carroll, J. Worrall, R. Ewing, J. Beggs, E. Lindsay, P.G. McShane. 
Geelong: H. McLean, J. Kerley, C. Robertson, P. Ryan, F. Furnell, R. Talbot, D. Hickinbotham, A. Reid, 
W. Reid
Hotham: J. Tankard, T. McCracken, J. Rae, W.A. Johnston, W.M. Johnston, H. Alessio, R. Houston, 
B. Flowers
Melbourne: W.J. Carroll, A. McCrindle, F. Franks, G. Strachan, A. Coulson, C. Coulson, E. Griffith, J.J. Kelly, 
A. Edwards
South Melbourne: P. Burns, F. Graves, J. Minchin, W. Docherty, H. Elms, E. Hill, F. McKnight
Williamstown: W.H. Jones, J. MacKrell, T. Taylor, C. Laming, A. Worroll, J. Clark
*According to The Sportsman.
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1885 Statistics
1885 — LEADING GOAL KICKERS*
R. Houston (Hoth.) 22 (35)
J. Baker (Carl.)  20  (20)
H. McLean (Geel.) 20  (23)
P. Burns (BI/SM) 19 (23)
P. McShane (Ess.)  17  (18)
J. Minchin (SM)   17 (21)
G. McKenzie (BI/SM) 16 (16)
W. Reid (Geel.) 16  (18)
W. Hanneysee (SM)  15 (25)
H. Rapiport (Fitz.)  14  (14)
T. Taylor (Will.)  14 (19)
*Senior and Ballarat matches only: goals in brackets for all matches.
VICTORIAN JUNIOR FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
Premiers:  Williamstown Juniors
Leading Junior Clubs
Britannia, Brunswick, Footscray, North Park, Northcote, Port Melbourne, Royal Park, South Melbourne Juniors, Star 
of Carlton
BALLARAT PREMIERSHIP*
 p w d l f a
South Ballarat 13 9 1 3 49 29
Ballarat Imperial 12 5 0 7 30 38
Ballarat 12 0 0 12 13 48
*Senior and Ballarat matches only.
**South Ballarat considered the 1885 Western District Premier.
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Inter-colonial results
Hotham: Adelaide Tour
5/5: Gawler Albion 1.3  v. Hotham 4.9
7/5: South Adelaide 4.8  v. Hotham 5.10
9/5: Norwood 3.7   v. Hotham 5.17
11/5: South Australia Jnr Ass. (23) 2.4 v. Hotham 8.19
13/5: Adelaide 2.6   v. Hotham 5.9
16/5:  Port Adelaide 1.10  v. Hotham 7.8
Essendon: Victorian Country Tour
24/5: Sale (23) 0.3   v. Essendon 9.19
25/5: Bairnsdale 0.0   v. Essendon 10.19
South Melbourne: Adelaide Tour
11/6: Adelaide Juniors (23) 0.0  v. South Melbourne 8.22
13/6: Port Adelaide   v. South Melbourne (Abandoned due to poor weather)
16/6: Adelaide 2.11   v. South Melbourne 5.10
18/6: Norwood 2.3   v. South Melbourne 8.17
20/6: South Adelaide 3.6  v. South Melbourne 3.15
22/6: South Adelaide 3.2  v. South Melbourne 8.16
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The Rules of Football in Victoria 
and South Australia: 1877 to 1883 
Key to the early alterations to football’s rules.1 
Italics indicates text in the code has been substantially altered. It therefore indicates a rule change. 
Italics also indicates: 
1. Rules (or phrases within rules) that have been incorporated into another law, or if their 
location has changed, such as when much of the content and scope in Rules 7 and 8 
swapped positions in the 1874 code. It is a change in the laws’ locations but they are not 
new rules; and
2. A change in terminology but not a rule, such as when “scrimmage’ is used instead of 
“scrummage” in Rule 3 of 1872 as published in Origins of Australian Football: Volume 1, p. 
469.
Laws of the Game: Victorian Football Association (1877)
Amended at Nissen’s Café on May 17, 1877 by delegates from metropolitan clubs of the Victo-
rian Football Association and the Geelong Football Club.2
1. The distance between the goals should not be more than 200 yards, and the width of playing space to be 
measured equally on each side of a line drawn through the centre of the goals not more than 150 yards. 
The goal posts shall be seven yards apart, of not less than 12ft in height. The ball to be used shall be the 
No. 2 size Rugby (26in. in circumference).
2. The captains of each side shall toss for choice of goal. The side losing the toss or goal has the kick-off 
from the centre-point between the goals. When half the time arranged for play has expired, the players 
shall change ends, and the ball be thrown in the air by the field umpire in the centre of the ground.
3. A goal must be kicked by one of the side playing for goal between the posts, without touching either of 
them (flags excepted), or any player after being kicked.  Should any of the spectators standing between the 
1 Thanks to Trevor Ruddell for preparing the following information.
2 The Footballer: An Annual Record of Football in Victoria and the Australian Colonies, ed. Thomas P. Power, 1877.
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goal-posts interfere with or stop the progress of the ball going through, a goal shall be scored. 
4. Two posts, to be called the “kick-off posts”, shall be erected at a distance of twenty yards on each side of 
the goal-posts in a straight line with them.
5. In case the ball is kicked behind goal by one of the opposite side within the kick-off posts, any one of the 
side behind whose goal it is kicked may bring it ten yards in front of any portion of the space between 
the kick-off posts, and shall kick it towards the opposite goal. 
6. Any player catching the ball directly from the foot or leg on or below the knee of another player may call 
“mark.” He then has a free kick from any spot behind and in a line with his mark and the centre of his 
opponents’ goal-posts, no player being allowed to come inside the spot marked, or within five yards in 
any other direction. 
7. The ball may be taken in hand at any time, but not carried further than is necessary for a kick, unless the 
player strikes it against the ground every five or six yards.  In the event of a player with the ball in hand 
trying to pass an adversary, and being held by him, he must drop the ball. 
8. Tripping, hacking, rabbiting and slinging are prohibited; pushing with hands or body is allowed only 
when a player is in rapid motion within five or six yards of the ball. Holding a player is allowed only while 
such player has the ball in hand, except in the cases provided in rules 5, 6 and 7.
9. When the ball goes out of bounds it shall be brought back to the point where it crossed the boundary line, 
and thrown in by the umpire at right angles with that line, but shall not be playable until after it touches 
the ground within bounds.
10. The ball while in play may, under no circumstances, be thrown or handed to a player.
11. In case of infringement of any of the above rules, any player of the opposite side may claim a free kick 
from the place where the breach of rule was made, the player nearest the place of infringement being the 
only one entitled to kick. 
12. Before the commencement of a match, each side shall appoint an umpire, who shall be the sole judge of 
goals and of cases of the ball going behind goal. A field umpire shall also be appointed, who shall decide 
in all other matters, and may appeal to the goal umpire.
13. The field umpire on being appealed to may either award a “free kick”, call “play on” or stop the play and 
throw the ball in the air, and stop all attempts at scrimmages. In every case his decision shall be final, and 
the club disputing same shall lose the match. But in the event of an umpire refusing to decide upon any 
matter in dispute, clubs may, according to Rule 8 of the Association, appeal to that body, whose decision 
shall be final. 
14. No one wearing projecting nails, iron plates or gutta percha on any part of his boots or shoes shall be 
allowed to play in a match. 
15. No player shall play with more than one club during one season, except he permanently change his 
residence from town to country, or visa versa. For the purpose of this rule, schools or universities shall not 
be considered clubs. In the event of a club disbanding, its members may be at liberty to play with any other 
club, with the consent of the Association. 
16. None of the above laws shall be altered or rescinded, nor shall any rule be added during a season, nor shall 
any rule be repealed, altered, amended, or adopted without concurrence of a majority of the Association 
at a meeting specially called for that purpose.
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Definitions:
1. A drop-kick or drop is made by letting the ball drop from the hands on to the ground, and kicking it 
the very instant it rises.
2. A place-kick or place is kicking the ball after it has been placed on the ground.
3. A punt consists in letting the ball fall from the hands, and kicking it before it touches the ground.
4. Rabbiting is one player stooping down so as to cause another to fall by placing his body below the 
other’s hips.
5. Slinging is the act of catching a player by or round the neck and throwing him to the ground.
The Rules of Football: As played in South Australia (1877)3 
I. The distance between the Goals shall not be more than 200 yards and not less than 180 yards, and the 
width of playing space (to be measured equally on each side of a line drawn through the centres of the 
Goals not more than 150 yards and not less than 120 yards. The Goal posts shall be seven yards apart, of 
unlimited height. 
II. The Captains of each side shall toss for choice of Goal; the side losing the toss, or a Goal, has the kick-
off from the centre-point between the Goals. When half the time arranged for play has expired, the sides 
shall change ends, and the ball be thrown in the air by the Umpire in the centre of the ground.
III. A Goal must be kicked by one of the side playing for the Goal between the posts, without touching either 
of them or any player after being kicked. 
IV. Two posts to be called the “kick-off posts”, shall be erected at a distance of 20 yards on each side of the 
Goal Posts, and in a straight line with them.
V. In case the ball is kicked behind Goal, within the kick-off posts, any one of the side behind whose Goal 
it is kicked may bring it 20 yards in front of any portion of the space between the “kick-off posts”, and 
shall kick it towards the opposite goal. 
VI. Any player catching the Ball directly from the foot or leg, on or below the knee of another Player may 
call “mark”; he then has a free kick from any spot in a line with his mark and the centre of his opponents’ 
Goal Posts; no player being allowed to come inside the spot marked, or within five yards in any other 
direction. 
VII.  The ball may be taken in hand at any time, but not carried further than is necessary for a kick, and no 
player shall run with the Ball unless he strikes it against the ground in every five or six yards. In the event 
of a player, with the ball in hand, trying to pass an adversary and being held by him, he shall at once drop 
the ball. 
VIII.  Tripping, Hacking, and Rabbiting are prohibited. Pushing with hands or body is allowed only when 
a player is in rapid motion. Holding is allowed while a player has a ball in hand, except in the cases 
provided in rules 5 and 6.
IX. When the Ball goes out of bounds (the same being indicated by a row of posts), it shall be brought back 
to the point where it crossed the Boundary-line, and thrown at right angles with that line, but shall not be 
playable until after it touches the ground within bounds.
3 The South Australian Cricketers’ Guide and Footballers Companion, Season 1877-78.
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X. The Ball, while in play may, under no circumstances be thrown.
XI. In case of infringement of any of the above rules, any player of the opposite side may claim that any 
one of his party may have a free kick from the place where the breach of Rule was made. The Umpire’s 
decision shall in every case be final, and the Clubs disputing the same shall lose the match. 
XII.  Before the commencement of a match, each side shall appoint an Umpire, and they shall be the sole 
Judge of Goals and of cases of the ball going behind Goal. A Field Umpire shall also be appointed, who 
shall decide all other matters, and may appeal to the Goal Umpire.
XIII.  When any Club shall send a challenge to another to play a match, it shall be understood that each team 
shall consist of 20 players, unless it is otherwise arranged, and in the event of one side arriving at the 
ground with a less number, the opposite side shall not be obliged to reduce the number of its players. 
XIV.  The ball used shall be the “Rugby” or Oval ball. 
XV.  That the Umpire in case of doubt may throw up the ball where the dispute occurred, the same not being 
considered in play until it touches the ground; also that the ball be considered dead till the appeal is heard. 
XVI.  That any player striking another in any Associated Match shall be disqualified for the rest of the season. 
Any dispute in regard to the facts shall be settled by the Committee.
Laws of the Australasian Game of Football (1883)
Agreed to at the Intercolonial Football Conference, Melbourne, November 9, 1883.4
1. The distance between the goals should not be more than 200 yards, and the width of playing space not 
more than 150 yards, to be measured equally on each side of a line drawn through the centre of the goals. 
The goal posts shall be seven yards apart, of not less than 20ft in height. The ball to be used shall be the 
No. 2 size Rugby (26in. in circumference).
2. Two posts, to be called the “kick-off posts”, shall be erected at a distance of 20 yards on each side of the 
goal-posts. In a straight line with them; the intervening line between such kick-off posts shall constitute the 
“goal line”.
3. Matches shall be played with not more than 20 a side, unless where handicaps are conceded. Any club 
found playing more than the number arranged for shall have all goals kicked prior to the detection of same 
annulled.
4. The captains of each side shall toss for choice of goal. The side losing the toss or goal has the kick-off 
from the centre point between the goals. When half the time arranged for play has expired, the players 
shall change ends, and the ball be thrown in the air by the field umpire in the centre of the ground.
5. The game shall be won by the side kicking the greatest number of goals.
6. That all matches shall be commenced and played out to the time arranged, and shall not be stopped, 
except by the consent of both captains, but in the event of the captains disagreeing, the field umpire shall 
be constituted sole referee, and the side disputing his decision shall lose the match.
7. A goal must be kicked by one of the side playing for goal kicking the ball between the posts without 
4 As reproduced in the Australasian, November 17, 1883, pp. 621-22
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touching either of them (flags excepted), or any player, after being kicked.  Should any of the spectators 
standing between or immediately in front of the goal posts, interfere with or stop the progress of the ball 
going through, a goal shall be scored unless the goal umpire is of the opinion one of the players whose goal 
is attacked would have touched it, or that it would not have gone between the goal posts if not interfered 
with or stopped. 
8. The goal umpires shall be sole judges of goals, and of cases of the ball going behind goals; and in cases of 
doubt may appeal to the field umpire. The field umpire shall decide in all other matters during the progress 
of the game, and may appeal to a goal umpire.
9. In case the ball is kicked behind the goal line by one of the opposite side (except when a goal is kicked 
off from the centre of the ground), anyone of the side behind whose goal it is kicked may bring it 10 yards 
in front of any portion of the space within the goal line, and shall kick it towards the opposite goal. 
10. That if the ball strike any of the goal or kick off posts it shall be counted as behind goal.
11. In the event of a player kicking or forcing the ball willfully behind his own goal line, it shall be thrown in 
by the field umpire at right angles from the point where it crossed the said goal line.
12. Any player catching the ball directly from the foot of another player may call “mark.” He then has a “free 
kick” from any spot behind, and in a line with his mark and the centre of his opponents’ goal posts, even 
if he have to go out of bounds or behind his goal, no player being allowed to come inside the spot marked, 
or within five yards in any other direction. 
13. The ball may be taken in hand at any time, but not carried further than is necessary for a kick, unless the 
player strikes it against the ground at least once in every seven yards.  In the event of a player with the 
ball in hand trying to pass an adversary, and being held by him, he must at once drop the ball. 
14. Tripping, hacking, rabbiting, slinging, or catching hold of a player below the knee, are prohibited; pushing 
with hands or body is allowed only when a player is in rapid motion within five or six yards of the ball. 
Holding a player is allowed only while such player has the ball in hand, except in the cases provided in 
rules 9, 12 and 13.
15. When the ball goes out of bounds, it shall be brought back to the spot where it crossed the boundary 
line, and thrown in by the umpire at right angles with that line, but shall not be playable until it touch the 
grounds within bounds.
16. If any player wilfully touch the ball before it reaches the ground when thrown in from out of bounds, the 
umpire may allow a free kick to the opposite side from the spot where the ball was so willfully touched.
17. If any player willfully kick the ball out of bounds when kicking off after the ball has gone behind, the 
umpire may allow a free kick to the opposite side from the spot where the ball went out of bounds.
18. The ball while in play may under no circumstances be thrown or handed to a player.
19. The field umpire on being appealed to, may either award a “free kick”, call “play on” or stop the play and 
throw the ball in the air, and stop all attempts at scrimmages, enforce as strictly as possible the running, 
pushing, and holding clauses of Rules 13 and 14, and in every case his decision shall be final, and the club 
disputing same shall lose the match. But in the event of an umpire refusing to decide upon any matter in 
dispute, clubs may appeal to the local Association, whose decision shall be final. 
20. No one wearing projecting nails, iron plates or guttapercha on any part of his boots or shoes shall be 
allowed to play in a match. 
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21. In case of infringement of any of the above rules, any player of the opposite side may claim a “free kick” 
from the place where the breach of rule was made, the player nearest the place of infringement being the 
only one entitled to kick. 
22. No member of an associated, non-associated, or junior club shall play with more than one club during 
one season except he permanently change his residence from town to country, or visa versa, and has first 
obtained the consent of the local association: but in the event of a member not having played with his club 
for three consecutive Saturdays immediately prior to his application for a permit he shall be allowed, with 
the consent of the committee of his club and the approval of the association, to join one other club during 
the season. Should the committee of his club withhold its consent the association shall have power to grant a 
permit without such consent. No permits shall be granted after the 15th day of July. Schools and universities 
are not to be considered clubs within the meaning of this rule. 
23. That any club playing a member of another club shall lose the match in which it plays such member, and 
shall, in addition, for the first offence be fined £5, for the second £10, and for the third shall be disqualified 
from playing any of the associated clubs during the remainder of the season.
24. In the event of a club disbanding, its members may be at liberty to play with any other club, with the 
consent of the local association. But no club shall be considered to have disbanded after the 15th day of 
July.
25. None of the above laws shall be altered or rescinded, nor shall any rule be repealed, altered, amended, 
or adopted without concurrence of an absolute majority of intercolonial delegates at a meeting specially 
called for that purpose.
Definitions:
1. A KICK (for goal) must be made direct from a player’s foot or below the knee. 
2. A DROP KICK or DROP is made by letting the ball drop from the hands on to the ground, and kicking it 
the very instant it rises.
3. A PLACE KICK or PLACE is kicking the ball after it has been placed on the ground.
4. A PUNT consists in letting the ball fall from the hands, and kicking it before it touches the ground.
5. RABBITTING is one player stooping down so as to cause another to fall by placing his body below the 
other’s hips.
6. SLINGING is the act of catching a player by or round the neck and throwing him to the ground.
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